
wooden katana training swords

wooden katana training swords have become essential tools for martial artists, enthusiasts, and

practitioners seeking safe and effective ways to practice traditional Japanese sword techniques. These

training swords, often crafted from durable hardwoods, offer a practical alternative to live blades,

allowing users to hone their skills without the risks associated with sharp edges. This article explores

the various aspects of wooden katana training swords, including their design features, benefits, types,

and best practices for usage and maintenance. Additionally, the guide covers important considerations

when selecting the right wooden katana training sword to ensure optimal performance and safety.

Whether for beginners or advanced practitioners, understanding these elements is crucial for

maximizing training effectiveness and preserving the integrity of the equipment.
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Design and Construction of Wooden Katana Training Swords

Wooden katana training swords are meticulously crafted to replicate the dimensions and feel of

traditional katanas while prioritizing safety and durability. The design typically emphasizes balance,

weight, and grip to provide a realistic training experience. Most training swords are made from



hardwoods such as white oak, red oak, or hickory, which offer the necessary strength to withstand

rigorous practice.

Materials Used

The choice of wood significantly affects the performance and lifespan of wooden katana training

swords. White oak is favored for its tight grain and resilience, making it less prone to splintering.

Hickory, known for its flexibility and shock absorption, is another popular option. Some manufacturers

also use laminated wood to enhance durability and prevent warping over time.

Design Features

Key design aspects include the blade length, width, and curvature, which closely mimic authentic

katanas. The handle (tsuka) is usually wrapped or finished to provide a secure grip, ensuring control

during swings and strikes. The tip is rounded or slightly tapered, maintaining safety during contact with

training partners or targets. Additionally, the balance point is often placed similarly to real swords to

simulate authentic handling characteristics.

Benefits of Using Wooden Katana Training Swords

Utilizing wooden katana training swords in martial arts practice offers numerous advantages, especially

for beginners and intermediate learners. These benefits contribute to safer training environments and

more effective skill development.

Safety

One of the primary benefits is enhanced safety. Wooden training swords eliminate the risk of cuts and

serious injuries associated with live blades, making them ideal for partner drills and sparring sessions.

Their blunt edges reduce the chance of accidental harm while still allowing practitioners to execute



realistic techniques.

Skill Development

Wooden katana training swords provide a reliable means to practice proper form, footwork, and striking

techniques. The weight and balance closely resemble those of real katanas, enabling users to build

muscle memory and improve coordination. This consistent practice leads to better control and

precision when transitioning to live blades.

Cost-Effectiveness

Compared to metal training swords or live blades, wooden katana swords are generally more

affordable and easier to maintain. This makes them accessible to a wider range of practitioners and

institutions, including dojos and training centers.

Types of Wooden Katana Training Swords

Various styles and types of wooden katana training swords exist to meet the specific needs of different

martial arts disciplines and training levels. Understanding these types helps practitioners select the

most suitable option.

Bokken

The bokken is the most common type of wooden katana training sword. It is designed to replicate the

size and shape of a traditional katana but is solid wood throughout. Bokkens are versatile and used

extensively in kendo, aikido, and kenjutsu training.



Suburitō

A suburitō is a heavier and thicker wooden sword primarily used for solo practice and strength

training. Its increased weight helps build muscle endurance and improve swing power. Suburitō

swords are less commonly used for sparring due to their bulk but are valuable for conditioning.

Shoto and Tanto

In addition to full-sized wooden katanas, shorter wooden swords like shoto (short sword) and tanto

(dagger) are also utilized for specific training drills. These smaller swords allow practitioners to practice

close-quarters techniques and quick draws.

Choosing the Right Wooden Katana Training Sword

Selecting an appropriate wooden katana training sword involves considering factors such as skill level,

training goals, and personal preferences. Proper selection ensures safety, comfort, and effective skill

development.

Skill Level

Beginners often benefit from lighter and more balanced bokkens to develop foundational techniques

without excessive fatigue. Intermediate and advanced practitioners may prefer heavier or specialized

swords like the suburitō to enhance strength and precision.

Size and Weight

The sword’s dimensions should correspond to the user’s body size and training style. A sword that is

too heavy or too light can hinder technique development. Most wooden katana training swords range

between 39 to 41 inches in length, matching standard katana sizes.



Grip and Comfort

Handle design plays a critical role in control and safety. Wood grain, texture, and any wrapping

material affect grip security, especially during intensive practice sessions. Choosing a sword with a

comfortable and non-slip handle reduces the risk of accidents.

Proper Use and Maintenance

To maximize the lifespan and performance of wooden katana training swords, proper handling and

maintenance are essential. Regular care also ensures continued safety during practice.

Training Practices

Users should perform drills in controlled environments with adequate space to prevent accidental injury

or damage. Partner exercises require clear communication and adherence to safety protocols. It is

important to inspect the wooden katana before each use for cracks or splinters that could cause injury.

Maintenance Tips

Proper maintenance includes cleaning the wooden sword after use to remove sweat and dirt. Applying

wood oil or wax periodically helps preserve the wood’s integrity and prevent drying or cracking.

Storage in a dry place away from direct sunlight or extreme temperatures further extends the sword’s

lifespan.

Repair and Replacement

If damage occurs, minor surface cracks can sometimes be treated with wood filler or sanding, but

significant structural damage warrants replacement to maintain safety standards. Investing in high-

quality wooden katana training swords can reduce the frequency of replacements.



Inspect swords regularly for damage

Clean and oil wood periodically

Store in a dry, temperature-controlled environment

Practice proper safety protocols during training

Replace swords when structural integrity is compromised

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a wooden katana training sword?

A wooden katana training sword, often called a bokken or bokuto, is a wooden replica of a traditional

Japanese katana used for training in martial arts such as kendo, aikido, and kenjutsu.

Why use a wooden katana training sword instead of a real katana?

Wooden training swords are safer, more affordable, and durable compared to real katanas, making

them ideal for practicing techniques, forms, and sparring without the risk of serious injury.

What types of wood are commonly used for wooden katana training

swords?

Common woods used include white oak, red oak, hickory, and bamboo, chosen for their durability,

weight, and ability to withstand impact.



Can wooden katana training swords be used for sparring?

Yes, wooden katanas are often used for controlled sparring in martial arts training, but practitioners

must use proper protective gear and follow safety protocols to prevent injuries.

How do I choose the right size wooden katana training sword?

The size typically depends on the user's height and training style; a standard length is around 40

inches, but beginners may opt for shorter or lighter versions for better control.

Are wooden katana training swords suitable for beginners?

Absolutely, wooden training swords are ideal for beginners to safely learn and practice basic

techniques before progressing to more advanced weapons or live blades.

How should I care for and maintain my wooden katana training sword?

To maintain it, keep the sword dry, avoid excessive moisture, occasionally oil the wood with mineral oil

or linseed oil, and store it in a cool, dry place to prevent warping or cracking.

Can wooden katana training swords be customized?

Yes, many manufacturers offer customization options such as engraving, different wood types, handle

wraps, and weight adjustments to suit personal preferences and training needs.

Where can I buy high-quality wooden katana training swords?

High-quality wooden katanas can be purchased from specialized martial arts supply stores, reputable

online retailers, and manufacturers who focus on traditional Japanese training equipment.



Additional Resources

1. Mastering the Wooden Katana: A Beginner’s Guide to Bokken Training

This book serves as an excellent introduction for those new to wooden katana training swords, known

as bokken. It covers basic stances, strikes, and forms, emphasizing proper technique and safety.

Readers will find step-by-step instructions paired with illustrations to build a solid foundation in bokken

practice.

2. Advanced Bokken Techniques: Enhancing Your Wooden Sword Skills

Designed for practitioners with some experience, this book delves deeper into sophisticated strikes,

combinations, and defensive maneuvers using the wooden katana. It also discusses the mental

discipline required to progress in martial arts training. Detailed drills and kata analysis help refine

precision and fluidity.

3. The Art of Bokken Kata: Traditional Forms for Wooden Sword Training

Focusing on traditional kata, this volume explores the historical forms practiced with wooden katanas.

Each kata is broken down into manageable segments, with explanations of their martial applications

and philosophical significance. It is ideal for students seeking to bridge the gap between solo practice

and real combat scenarios.

4. Wooden Katana Craftsmanship: Choosing and Caring for Your Bokken

This guide addresses the selection, maintenance, and customization of wooden training swords.

Readers learn about different types of wood, balance considerations, and how to care for their bokken

to ensure longevity and performance. The book also includes tips on safe storage and handling.

5. Partner Drills with the Wooden Katana: Building Timing and Distance

Emphasizing partner practice, this book offers a variety of drills and exercises aimed at developing

timing, distance management, and reaction speed. It outlines safety protocols for paired training

sessions and encourages cooperative learning. The drills progress from basic exchanges to more

dynamic sparring scenarios.

6. Historical Perspectives on Wooden Katana Training in Samurai Culture



Exploring the historical context, this book examines the role of wooden katanas in samurai training and

martial traditions. It provides insights into how bokken shaped the development of swordsmanship and

discipline in feudal Japan. Rich with historical anecdotes and illustrations, it appeals to both martial

artists and history enthusiasts.

7. Conditioning and Strength for Wooden Sword Practitioners

Physical conditioning tailored to wooden katana users is the focus here. The book presents exercises

that improve grip strength, wrist flexibility, and overall endurance necessary for effective bokken

training. It also discusses injury prevention and recovery strategies to keep practitioners in peak

condition.

8. Mindfulness and Focus in Wooden Katana Practice

This book integrates principles of mindfulness with martial arts training, encouraging practitioners to

cultivate mental clarity and presence while using the wooden katana. It offers meditation techniques

and breathing exercises to complement physical practice. The goal is to enhance concentration and

deepen the training experience.

9. Wooden Katana Sparring: Techniques and Safety Guidelines

A practical manual on sparring with bokken, this title provides rules, protective gear recommendations,

and techniques for controlled combat practice. It emphasizes respect, discipline, and safety to prevent

injury during sparring sessions. The book is suitable for dojo instructors and students aiming to engage

in competitive or cooperative sparring.
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martial arts, covering style unarmed moves, weapons and equipment. The styles presented in this
expansions include Tai Chi Chuan, Wing Chun, Karate, Wushu, Tae Kwon Do, Kenjutsu, Ninjutsu,
Muay Tai, Sambo and MCMAP.
  wooden katana training swords: Complete Kendo John J. Donohue, 2015-12-08 Complete
Kendo is a thorough introduction to the Japanese martial way of the sword and a guided tour of the
principles and philosophy upon which the art is founded. This martial arts guide covers everything
from the care and handling of hakama, the pleated trousers worn by kendoka (practitioners of
kendo), all in an easy conversational dialogue that is a great pleasure to read. Structured to echo the
organization of the Book of Five Rings by Miyamoto Musashi, Complete Kendo is a modern version
of the swordsman's primer by a martial artist skilled not only in the art of kendo but, like Musashi, in
many traditional Japanese arts, and with a superb understanding of the martial tradition and culture
of Japan. The author uses lessons learned from a long career of teaching martial arts and academic
subjects to impart clearly and concisely the fundamentals of kendo and the martial way. With
explanatory line drawings by Kathleen Sweeney illustrating significant points of discussion, a handy
glossary of kendo terminology and related concepts, and an unusually helpful bibliography,
Complete Kendo is an essential volume for every kendoka's personal library.
  wooden katana training swords: Flashing Steel, 25th Anniversary Edition Masayuki
Shimabukuro, Leonard J. Pellman, 2020-12-08 An updated edition of the classic guide on the
techniques, philosophy, and applications of iaijutsu—the art of self-defense with the Japanese sword.
The 25th anniversary edition of the best-selling guide to iaijutsu (or iaido) expands on the previous
two editions and includes: • Deeper guidance on fundamentals—preparation, etiquette, progression,
sword nomenclature • More practices and techniques, including 55 ways to deploy a samurai sword
in self-defense • Additional solo and partner exercises to develop timing, distance control, focus, etc.
• Information on defense and attack scenarios with wider applications to other martial arts •
Overview of philosophical tenants that inform ‘the warrior’s life’ • Expanded history of iaijutsu and a
biography-tribute of Masayuki Shimabukuro • Updated guidelines for promotions and tournaments
Organized into 23 chapters with black and white photographs throughout, Flashing Steel is an
essential resource for understanding the philosophy and practice of the Japanese sword arts.
  wooden katana training swords: The Way of the Sword (Young Samurai, Book 2) Chris
Bradford, 2009-07-02 Young Samurai: The Way of the Sword is the second book in this blockbuster
series by Chris Bradford One year of training in samurai school and Jack Fletcher is in real trouble . .
. Not only is he struggling to prepare for the Circle of Three, an ancient ritual that tests a samurai's
courage, skill and spirit to the limit, he's caught in a running battle with fellow student Kazuki and
his gang. But these are the least of Jack's problems. He knows his deadly rival - the ninja Dragon Eye
- could strike at any moment. Jack possesses the very thing he will kill for. Can Jack master the Way
of the Sword in time to survive a fight to the death? 'A fantastic adventure that floors the reader on
page one and keeps them there until the end' - Eoin Colfer ***You can learn more about Chris
Bradford and his books at www.youngsamurai.com.***
  wooden katana training swords: Essential Ju-Jitsu Dan Verghese, 2022-11-09 Traditional
Ju-Jitsu has a rich and varied history, dating back at least 700 years. Originally developed by the
samurai, ju-jitsu has evolved into a complete, practical self-defence system ideally suited to the
challenges of the modern world. From feudal Japan, to the British suffragettes and the Second World
War, to police and militaries around the world, and to widespread modern-day practise by children
and adults, ju-jitsu has stood the test of time and offers something for everyone. The holistic nature
of ju-jitsu, combines strikes, throws, holds, blocks, locks, strangles, and weapons with scientific
principles of movement, balance and leverage. This makes this unique and fascinating martial art a
continually rewarding way to get fit, de-stress, learn self-defence, challenge yourself and realise
your full potential. This book has something for the novice and experienced practitioner alike. Learn
about: - History and development of ju-jitsu - Essential principles, concepts and benefits - Grading
systems, ranks and etiquette Example techniques - Kobudo weapons training - Ju-jitsu's relationship
to other martial arts - Competition formats - Self-defence and the law. Essential Ju-Jitsu also includes



a comprehensive English-Japanese glossary, striking-point diagrams and other quick-reference
resources. Dan Verghese is a 3rd degree ju-jitsu black belt and has practised a variety of martial arts
since the age of seventeen, including taekwondo, eskrima, judo, bojutsu, kobudo, aikido and
Brazilian jiu-jitsu. 198 pages.
  wooden katana training swords: FSpace Roleplaying Complete Rulebook 2010 v2 Martin
Rait, 2010-12-04 FSpaceRPG is a science fiction roleplaying game in the classic mould. In the late
22nd century mankind expands into the the stars only to find them in more turmoil than it’s own
internal nationalism. Pitted against the onslaught of the expansion of the Stotatl Empire, humanity
must defend itself while forging alliances with others who face absorption.Whether you’re a Terran
soldier or an Aronhi Warrior from the partially conquered Aronhi Empire, one goal stands supreme
above all, survival. The wits and courage to stand and fight against superior odds and create
victories from difficult situations.But not all the glory lies in the hands of warriors. Exploration of the
vast wilderness that is space, charting dangers, finding resources and contacting potential allies is a
cornerstone of survival.The conflict, intrigue, action and adventure of these times provide an
exciting roleplaying environment for players, whether they like playing space marines, traders,
spies, investigators or just general adventure seekers. The span of events in reality are all possible,
giving a wide scope of play.If you don’t like flying around the cosmos as a British Royal Space
Marine then you could always visit a primitive society and face the challenge of worlds filled with
mystery, fantasy and danger. The Complete rulebook 2010 contains all you need to generate
characters, select equipment and play this character level roleplaying game. Includes information on
robots, starships and vehicles as well. Plenty of information on the various alien races and empires
exist, including character generation profiles for 15 races. It also includes some starter scenarios to
get you going. What you get: The FSpaceRPG Complete Rulebook 2010 v2 is a 400 page rulebook
with all the core rules for running this role-playing game as well as plenty of information on the
universe. Delivered in our color book style with plenty of colour illustrations, this edition is great
entry into the world of FSpaceRPG.This book is a merger of the Concise Rulebook 4.2 with: •
Derelict v2 • vehicle profiles from AGLC, Rough Rider and Tech Update • gun profiles from Tech
Update and Turram Encounter • starship profiles from Tech Update and Turram Encounter • Robots
v1 replaced entire robots section • Personality 1.1 • Martial Arts v1.1 • Serpenti Regional maps • Alt
Skills • Library Data 2177 • the 2177 calendar from Netrules 2 • Kuetques v1.1 • Solarians 1.1 •
Psionics v1.1 replacing entire psionics section • Quinkose Contact & Boarding Action scenarios from
FED Times • Elements from Turram Encounter and McDougal Space v2
  wooden katana training swords: Black Belt , 1981-01 The oldest and most respected martial
arts title in the industry, this popular monthly magazine addresses the needs of martial artists of all
levels by providing them with information about every style of self-defense in the world - including
techniques and strategies. In addition, Black Belt produces and markets over 75 martial
arts-oriented books and videos including many about the works of Bruce Lee, the best-known marital
arts figure in the world.
  wooden katana training swords: Okinawan Weaponry, Hidden Methods, Ancient Myths
of Kobudo & Te Mark D Bishop, 2017-02-07 This work clearly defines and catalogues the fifty
historical hand-held weapons that were used in Okinawa Prefecture and the Ryukyu Islands from the
dawn of its history. It show the stages of development and introduction of these weapons to the
islands and how they affected the culture through the ages. The 'standard five' popular weapons of
the modern era (bo, sai, tonfa, nunchaku & kama) are described in detail with many scale drawings,
but surprisingly, it clearly shows the influence of bladed weapons, such as the curved sword.
Firearms also made a huge contribution to Ryukyuan weapon development, so these are also
introduced in their historical context. Most surprising is the contextual detail of the historic eras,
such as the affects of the Satsuma Invasion of the Ryukyu Islands in 1609 & the dissolution of the
monarchy in 1879. Contrary to popular myth, between these years Okinawans did not adopt farmers
tools for self protection, for quite a different history is revealed herein.
  wooden katana training swords: The Hidden Power of Aikido Susan Perry, 2024-04-02 •



Explains Aikido solutions for peacefully resolving difficulties that arise with intimidating and
unpredictable people, those who are stubborn or don’t listen, insincere people who want something
from you, and chaotic situations • Presents Aikido’s step-by-step protocol for developing the
receptiveness of the beginner’s mind and deescalating potentially violent or dangerous situations •
Shares stories of how Aikido helped the author transform interpersonal difficulties into peaceful
interactions Illuminating the inner philosophical and practical aspects of Aikido, 47-year Aikido
practitioner and 6th-degree black belt Susan Perry, Ph.D., uses personal stories of joy, achievement,
and hardship to demonstrate real-life applications of the transformational principles of Aikido. She
introduces the origins and techniques of Aikido, providing a brief biography of its founder, Morihei
Ueshiba (O-Sensei), and compares his philosophy with that of Aristotle. She explains in detail how
Aikido helped her resolve difficulties at work, as a student, and as a teacher/sensei. Through each
story shared, the author offers a glimpse of the beginner’s mind, a state essential to personal
transformation and also the key to transforming conflict into a peaceful interaction. Perry also shows
how the tools of Aikido—the sword, bokken, and jo—not only help correct posture but also are
symbols cutting through darkness, revealing the truth of reality. She discusses the importance of
experiencing the beautiful qualities of the mountain forests, which calm and cleanse the spirit. And
she explains how a deepening practice of this martial art leads to an aiki state of sincerity, inner
peace, and boundless joy. Revealing how Aikido can help you face your fears and develop your heart
and soul, this book shows how this martial art can help you embrace change, cultivate a strong
center, and ultimately live a joyful life of engagement with the world.
  wooden katana training swords: Black Belt , 1980-12 The oldest and most respected martial
arts title in the industry, this popular monthly magazine addresses the needs of martial artists of all
levels by providing them with information about every style of self-defense in the world - including
techniques and strategies. In addition, Black Belt produces and markets over 75 martial
arts-oriented books and videos including many about the works of Bruce Lee, the best-known marital
arts figure in the world.
  wooden katana training swords: Encyclopedia of Japanese Swords Markus Sesko,
2014-09-30 This completely new encyclopedic reference for the Japanese sword contains about
2,500 terms, many of them illustrated by photos and drawings. The Encyclopedia of Japanese
Swords is an A-Z general encyclopedia covering each and every part of the sword: the blade, the
mountings, the fittings, and all their different interpretations. Further, this encyclopedia also
explains the literal or etymological meaning of each Japanese term and provides an even deeper
insight into the subject.
  wooden katana training swords: The Gift of Rain Tan Twan Eng, 2022-02-03 LONGLISTED
FOR THE MAN BOOKER PRIZE Penang, 1939. Being half Chinese and half English, Philip Hutton
always felt like he never belonged. That is until he befriends Hayato Endo, a mysterious Japanese
diplomat and master in the art of aikido. But when Japan invades Malaya, Philip realises Endo bears
a secret, one powerful enough to jeopardise everything he loves. This masterful début conjures an
unforgettable tale of courage, brutality, loyalty, deceit and love.
  wooden katana training swords: A Banished Land Jake Jauch, 2012-01-12 I have befriended
vampires and made a pact with a dragon. I have fought a war that was not my own, for a city that
was not my home. I have made enemies simply because I am different. I won the fight against a
werewolf horde and saved a city, but the fight is far from over for me. The repercussions of the war
were far greater than anyone could have anticipated, and now my life and the lives of my best friend
and my family are all in jeopardy. My name is Ivan, and time is running out. A Banished Land: The
Turning is more than your average vampire tale. Ivan, a man turned vampire by his beloved and best
friend, made many enemies in the war against the werewolveson both sides of the battlefield. As a
result, he and his friends and family are in grave danger. Now, Ivan has a choice: take the lifes blood
of a human to gain the strength he needs to defeat his enemies and save those he holds dear, or
stand by his values and find the strength to defeat his enemies from within.
  wooden katana training swords: Warsong the RPG, Second Edition Ray Machuga, There



are secrets that they don't teach in school. Bookmarks in history books that point to pages that don't
exist. The world that has been sold to us is not authentic. The sterile white rooms that test
observable reality exist to protect us from the things that we might find out if we look for ourselves.
Science would have you believe that everything that is has only existed for a finite period of time.
Humans are only 200,000 years old. We'll celebrate our world's five billionth birthday in about half a
billion years. The books will tell you that we were hunter-gatherers first. We emerged from evolution
only recently. We're just a blink in the eye of the universe, hurling through space on a lonely rock.
Alone in the universe with nothing on the other side of reality. Lies. We, and the world we live on, is
far older than they tell us. There is another world that existed before. Before we evolved. Before the
dinosaurs. Before the great ice ages. Before Jesus. Before Babel. Before Pangea. Before everything
we know and everything that science teaches us there was a time of technology and magic. Of
heroes and gods who walked among us. Of divine creatures barely removed from the birth of our
world. This was a time before our eyes were blinded. Before our ears failed to hear the songs of the
incarna. Before our souls withered away from the disconnection to the truth. This is the story we
have forgotten. This is the Warsong. Delve into the fantastic, futuristic world of Lemuria in Warsong,
the Sengoku Punk role-playing game. This 362 page core book includes everything you need to play!
  wooden katana training swords: Samurai Thomas Louis, Tommy Ito, 2008-08 'Samurai'
explores the essence, truth, and wisdom of these remarkable warriors. It features renowned samurai
warriors, their weapons, armor, and military strategies and illuminates their unwavering Bushido
philosophy--the strict code of honor requiring absolute loyalty to their master above all else, and
ritual suicide in preference to dying a dishonorable death. This book explores the spirit, body, and
minds of these sublime paladins who long ago passed into legend, but still live on today--Back cover
  wooden katana training swords: Swords Untold The Dawn Steve RedSon, The revolt had
begun after the epic war of Giesha. The world of samurais and ninjas were no longer one. The world
was then decided into two nations. The nation of samurais was known as kyo while the nation of
ninjas was known as Han.Humankind had battled along side Gods.Humankind as wehh had battled
alongside demons.Humanity was lost forever, as a result of civilization's blind persuit of supremacy
beyond gods.
  wooden katana training swords: The Long-Lost Secret Diary Of The World's Worst Samurai
Tim Collins, 2021-02-02 This series of hilarious fictional diaries put us inside the heads of hapless
figures from history in frazzling situations. Suki is a 14-year-old girl in 16th century Japan who
wants to become a samurai warrior like her father and brother. Despite her disastrous training,
when a party of bandits threaten her village whilst the men are away at war, Suki has to defeat
them. Will she prove herself a legendary samurai, or will it all end in disaster? ‘Get Real’ fact boxes
feature throughout, providing historical context and further information, as well as a timeline,
historical biographies and a glossary in the end matter.
  wooden katana training swords: Samurai Road Lawrence Winkler, 2016-08-03 Most remote
islands of the imagination conjure up paradise. Japan is an archipelago of puzzlement. From the
sands that forged their swords and serenity, they traveled a Samurai Road of temples and shrines,
feudal fortresses, and flowing mountain streams of wasabi. On sashimi and soy sauce, and green tea
over rice, they lived a thousand years of pathos, under cherry blossoms and ephemeral moonlight, in
Zen gardens and futon dreams. It was all so perfect.
  wooden katana training swords: Snow Falling on Cedars David Guterson, 2009-08-17 He saw
the soft cedars of San Piedro Island, its high, rolling hills, the low mist that lay in long streamers
against its beaches, the whitecaps riffling its shoreline. The moon had risen already behind the
island – a quarter moon, pale and indefinite, as ethereal and translucent as the wisps of cloud that
travelled the skies. A fisherman is found dead in the net of his boat off the coast of a North American
island. When a local Japanese-American man is charged with his murder, it becomes clear that what
is at stake is more than one man's guilt. For on San Piedro, memories grow as thickly as cedar trees
– memories of a charmed romance between a white boy and a Japanese girl. Above all, the island is
haunted by what happened to its Japanese residents during the Second World War, when an entire



community was sent into exile while its neighbours watched.
  wooden katana training swords: The EBay Price Guide Julia L. Wilkinson, 2006 Provides lists
of selling prices of items found on eBay in such categories as antiques, boats, books, cameras, coins,
collectibles, dolls, DVDs, real estate, stamps, tickets, and video games.
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