word problem worksheets kindergarten

word problem worksheets kindergarten are essential educational tools designed to
introduce young learners to basic mathematical concepts through engaging and relatable
scenarios. These worksheets help develop critical thinking and problem-solving skills by
prompting children to apply their understanding of numbers in practical contexts.
Incorporating word problem worksheets kindergarten into early education supports the
transition from simple counting to more complex mathematical reasoning. This article
explores the importance of these worksheets, the types of problems they cover, and
effective strategies for their use in the classroom or at home. Additionally, it highlights the
benefits of using word problems to enhance comprehension and mathematical fluency in
kindergarten students. The following sections provide a detailed overview of the key
aspects of word problem worksheets for kindergarten learners.

e Understanding Word Problem Worksheets for Kindergarten

e Types of Word Problems Included in Kindergarten Worksheets

e Benefits of Using Word Problem Worksheets in Kindergarten

e Effective Strategies for Teaching Word Problems to Kindergarteners

e Tips for Creating or Choosing Quality Word Problem Worksheets

Understanding Word Problem Worksheets for
Kindergarten

Word problem worksheets kindergarten are specifically tailored to meet the
developmental needs of young children, focusing on simple, real-life situations that involve
basic arithmetic operations such as addition and subtraction. These worksheets combine
textual descriptions with visual elements to help students grasp the context and
mathematical relationships within each problem. Early exposure to word problems
encourages children to listen carefully, analyze information, and decide the steps
necessary to find solutions. This foundational skill set is crucial for future success in
mathematics and other academic areas.

Purpose and Objectives

The primary purpose of word problem worksheets kindergarten is to bridge the gap
between abstract numbers and concrete understanding. By engaging students with stories
or scenarios, these worksheets aim to:

e Develop reading comprehension alongside mathematical reasoning



e Encourage logical thinking and decision-making
e Introduce basic vocabulary associated with math

e Improve attention to detail and problem-solving accuracy

These objectives ensure that children not only practice calculation skills but also learn to
interpret and analyze information effectively.

Types of Word Problems Included in Kindergarten
Worksheets

Word problem worksheets kindergarten typically cover a range of problem types that align
with kindergarten math standards. These problems are designed to be accessible yet
challenging enough to stimulate cognitive growth.

Addition and Subtraction Problems

The most common word problems involve simple addition and subtraction scenarios.
Examples include combining groups of objects, determining how many items remain after
some are taken away, or comparing quantities. These problems help solidify the concepts
of joining and separating quantities in a tangible way.

Counting and Number Recognition

Some worksheets focus on counting objects and recognizing numerals within a story
context. These problems often ask children to count items such as fruits, toys, or animals
and match the total to the correct number.

Comparisons and Measurement

Kindergarten word problems may also introduce basic comparison concepts, like
identifying which group is larger or smaller, or understanding simple measurements such
as length or weight in relatable settings.

Pattern Recognition and Sequencing

Certain worksheets encourage children to recognize patterns or sequence events
described in the problem, fostering early skills in logical arrangement and prediction.



Benefits of Using Word Problem Worksheets in
Kindergarten

Integrating word problem worksheets kindergarten into the learning process offers
multiple educational advantages that contribute to a well-rounded mathematical
foundation.

Enhancement of Critical Thinking Skills

By deciphering word problems, students develop critical thinking as they interpret the
situation, identify relevant information, and decide on the appropriate mathematical
operation.

Improvement in Language and Reading Skills

These worksheets encourage children to read carefully and understand the narrative,
which simultaneously enhances vocabulary and reading comprehension within a math
context.

Preparation for Advanced Math Concepts

Early exposure to word problems prepares students for more complex problem-solving
activities in later grades, including multiplication, division, and multi-step problems.

Increased Engagement and Motivation

Contextual problems that relate to children’s everyday experiences make learning math
more engaging and meaningful, boosting motivation and confidence in their abilities.

Effective Strategies for Teaching Word Problems
to Kindergarteners

Successful use of word problem worksheets kindergarten requires thoughtful instructional
approaches to maximize student understanding and participation.

Use of Visual Aids and Manipulatives

Incorporating pictures, objects, or physical manipulatives helps young learners visualize
the problem, making abstract concepts more concrete and easier to grasp.



Breaking Down the Problem

Teaching children to read the problem slowly, identify key information, and discuss what
is being asked fosters comprehension and reduces confusion.

Encouraging Verbal Explanation

Having students explain their thinking process aloud promotes deeper understanding and
allows teachers to assess reasoning skills.

Providing Step-by-Step Guidance

Scaffolding instruction by guiding students through each step of solving a word problem
builds confidence and independence over time.

Tips for Creating or Choosing Quality Word
Problem Worksheets

High-quality word problem worksheets kindergarten should be age-appropriate, clear, and
aligned with learning goals to be most effective.

Ensure Clarity and Simplicity

Problems should use simple language and avoid unnecessary complexity, ensuring that
children can focus on the math rather than deciphering difficult vocabulary.

Include Relevant and Engaging Themes

Select problems that relate to familiar contexts such as animals, food, or toys to capture
interest and provide meaningful learning experiences.

Balance Difficulty Levels

Worksheets should offer a range of problems from easy to slightly challenging, allowing
for gradual skill development and preventing frustration.

Incorporate Visual Support

Using illustrations or symbols alongside text supports comprehension and helps maintain
attention.



Regularly Assess and Adapt

Monitor student progress and adjust worksheets as needed to address individual learning
needs and promote growth.

e Use simple, clear language appropriate for kindergarten reading levels

Choose relatable scenarios that connect to students’ daily experiences

Include visual elements to aid understanding

Provide a variety of problem types to cover different skills

Ensure alignment with educational standards and learning objectives

Frequently Asked Questions

What are word problem worksheets for kindergarten?

Word problem worksheets for kindergarten are educational resources designed to help
young children develop problem-solving and mathematical reasoning skills through
simple, story-based math problems.

Why are word problem worksheets important for
kindergarten students?

They help kindergarten students practice reading comprehension, critical thinking, and
basic math concepts such as addition and subtraction in a contextual and engaging way.

What types of math problems are included in
kindergarten word problem worksheets?

Kindergarten word problem worksheets typically include basic addition and subtraction
problems, counting, comparing quantities, and simple measurement tasks presented in
story format.

How can parents use word problem worksheets at home
for kindergarteners?

Parents can use these worksheets to reinforce math skills by guiding children through
reading the problems, discussing the story, and helping them solve the math questions
step-by-step.



Are word problem worksheets for kindergarten aligned
with common core standards?

Many word problem worksheets for kindergarten are designed to align with Common Core
standards, focusing on early math skills like number sense, addition, subtraction, and
problem-solving.

Where can I find free printable word problem
worksheets for kindergarten?

Free printable word problem worksheets for kindergarten can be found on educational
websites such as Education.com, Teachers Pay Teachers, and Scholastic, as well as on
many homeschooling blogs.

How do word problem worksheets improve a
kindergartener’s math skills?

These worksheets improve math skills by teaching children to understand problems,
identify relevant information, apply math operations, and check their answers in a fun and
meaningful context.

What is the recommended difficulty level for
kindergarten word problem worksheets?

The recommended difficulty level for kindergarten word problem worksheets is simple and
age-appropriate, focusing on basic addition and subtraction within 10 and using clear,
relatable story contexts.

Can word problem worksheets help kindergarten
students with reading skills?

Yes, word problem worksheets can help improve reading skills by encouraging children to
read and comprehend short stories or sentences before solving the math problems.

How often should kindergarten students practice word
problem worksheets?

Kindergarten students should practice word problem worksheets regularly, such as a few
times per week, to build confidence and reinforce both math and reading skills
consistently.

Additional Resources

1. Kindergarten Word Problems Made Easy
This book offers a variety of simple and engaging word problems tailored specifically for



kindergarten students. It focuses on basic addition and subtraction within 10, helping
young learners develop critical thinking and problem-solving skills. Colorful illustrations
accompany each problem to keep children interested and motivated.

2. Fun Math Word Problems for Kindergarten

Designed to make learning math enjoyable, this book provides fun and relatable scenarios
that kindergarteners can easily understand. The worksheets encourage children to apply
their counting and number recognition skills in real-life contexts. It also includes answer
keys to support parents and teachers in guiding students.

3. Kindergarten Math Word Problem Workbook

This workbook features a wide range of word problems that align with kindergarten math
standards. Each section progressively builds on concepts such as addition, subtraction,
shapes, and measurements. The problems are crafted to boost confidence and enhance
early math comprehension.

4. Early Learners Word Problem Practice

Targeting young learners, this book includes simple word problems that help develop
foundational math skills. It uses everyday situations like sharing toys or counting snacks to
make math relatable. The repetitive practice aims to improve both math fluency and
reading comprehension.

5. Kindergarten Story Problems for Math Success

This resource combines storytelling with math exercises, presenting word problems in a
narrative format. It encourages children to visualize problems and think critically about
solutions. The book is suitable for classroom use or homeschooling to reinforce essential
math concepts.

6. Basic Word Problems for Kindergarten Kids

Filled with straightforward word problems, this book is perfect for children just starting
their math journey. It emphasizes understanding the problem before solving it, promoting
analytical thinking. The worksheets are designed to be completed independently or with
minimal assistance.

7. Hands-On Word Problem Activities for Kindergarten

This book integrates hands-on activities with word problems to engage kinesthetic
learners. It encourages children to use physical objects like counters or blocks to solve
problems, making abstract concepts tangible. The interactive approach supports diverse
learning styles and enhances retention.

8. Kindergarten Math Word Challenges

Challenging yet age-appropriate, this book presents word problems that stimulate logical
reasoning and creativity. It covers a variety of topics, including counting, addition,
subtraction, and simple comparisons. Each challenge is crafted to develop perseverance
and problem-solving strategies.

9. Simple Word Problems for Early Math Learners

Aimed at beginners, this collection of word problems focuses on fundamental math skills
for kindergarteners. The problems are concise and clear, helping children build
confidence in their math abilities. Illustrations and hints are provided to support
comprehension and independent work.
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word problem worksheets kindergarten: Premium Education Kindergarten Unit 6: Beginning
Addition, Number Sentences, Word Problems Twin Sisters® Digital MediaTM, 2025-04-14
Reviewed, evaluated, edited, and creatively written by teaching professionals, this Premium
Education Kindergarten Unit 6 Beginning Addition, Number Sentences, & Word Problems digital
workbook implements current teaching strategies and aligns with grade-level standards to teach
math concepts and applications. With the ability to print the pages over and over, your child can
complete the activities again and again until the skills have been mastered. Includes: ¢ Parent Tips:
to provide valuable background information and other ideas for teaching * Hands-On Activities and
Challenges: to make practicing new skills fun Teach your child about: *« Addition Readiness °
Beginning Addition * Number Sentences ¢ Sums to 8 * Word Problems

word problem worksheets kindergarten: Geometry: Word Problems Vol. 4 Gr. PK-2 Mary
Rosenberg, 2015-01-01 **This is the chapter slice Word Problems Vol. 4 Gr. PK-2 from the full lesson
plan Geometry** For grades PK-2, our resource meets the geometry concepts addressed by the
NCTM standards and encourages the students to learn and review the concepts in unique ways.
Each task sheet is organized around a central problem taken from real-life experiences of the
students. The pages of this resource contain a variety in terms of levels of difficulty and content so
as to provide students with a variety of differentiated learning opportunities. Included in our
resource are activities on two- and three-dimensional shapes, fractions, coordinate points, and
composing and decomposing shapes. The task sheets offer space for reflection, and opportunity for
the appropriate use of technology. Also contained are assessment and standards rubrics, review
sheets, color activity posters and bonus worksheets. All of our content meets the Common Core
State Standards and are written to Bloom's Taxonomy, STEM, and NCTM standards.

word problem worksheets kindergarten: Premium Education Kindergarten Unit 7:
Beginning Subtraction, Number Sentences, Word Problems Twin Sisters® Digital MediaTM,
2025-04-14 Reviewed, evaluated, edited, and creatively written by teaching professionals, this
Premium Education Kindergarten Unit 7 Beginning Subtraction, Number Sentences, & Word
Problems digital workbook implements current teaching strategies and aligns with grade-level
standards to teach math concepts and applications. With the ability to print the pages over and over,
your child can complete the activities again and again until the skills have been mastered. Includes:
* Parent Tips: to provide valuable background information and other ideas for teaching * Hands-On
Activities and Challenges: to make practicing new skills fun Teach your child about: * Subtraction
Readiness * Beginning Subtraction * Number Sentences ¢ Subtraction from 8 « Word Problems

word problem worksheets kindergarten: Geometry: Word Problems Vol. 5 Gr. PK-2 Mary
Rosenberg, 2015-01-01 **This is the chapter slice Word Problems Vol. 5 Gr. PK-2 from the full lesson
plan Geometry** For grades PK-2, our resource meets the geometry concepts addressed by the
NCTM standards and encourages the students to learn and review the concepts in unique ways.
Each task sheet is organized around a central problem taken from real-life experiences of the
students. The pages of this resource contain a variety in terms of levels of difficulty and content so
as to provide students with a variety of differentiated learning opportunities. Included in our
resource are activities on two- and three-dimensional shapes, fractions, coordinate points, and
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composing and decomposing shapes. The task sheets offer space for reflection, and opportunity for
the appropriate use of technology. Also contained are assessment and standards rubrics, review
sheets, color activity posters and bonus worksheets. All of our content meets the Common Core
State Standards and are written to Bloom's Taxonomy, STEM, and NCTM standards.

word problem worksheets kindergarten: Geometry: Word Problems Vol. 3 Gr. PK-2 Mary
Rosenberg, 2015-01-01 **This is the chapter slice Word Problems Vol. 3 Gr. PK-2 from the full lesson
plan Geometry** For grades PK-2, our resource meets the geometry concepts addressed by the
NCTM standards and encourages the students to learn and review the concepts in unique ways.
Each task sheet is organized around a central problem taken from real-life experiences of the
students. The pages of this resource contain a variety in terms of levels of difficulty and content so
as to provide students with a variety of differentiated learning opportunities. Included in our
resource are activities on two- and three-dimensional shapes, fractions, coordinate points, and
composing and decomposing shapes. The task sheets offer space for reflection, and opportunity for
the appropriate use of technology. Also contained are assessment and standards rubrics, review
sheets, color activity posters and bonus worksheets. All of our content meets the Common Core
State Standards and are written to Bloom's Taxonomy, STEM, and NCTM standards.

word problem worksheets kindergarten: Mathematics Worksheets Don't Grow
Dendrites Marcia L. Tate, 2008-08-21 Engage students in effective, meaningful experiences in
mathematics! Following the format of Marcia L. Tate’s previous bestsellers, this user-friendly guide
offers math teachers 20 powerful, brain-based teaching strategies that incorporate visual, auditory,
kinesthetic, and tactile modalities to promote student engagement and achievement. The book
focuses on the NCTM focal points and includes a bibliography of math and literature resources and a
lesson planning guide. The chapters offer: A what, why, and how for each strategy Specific
brain-compatible mathematics activities and lessons from real teachers across the country Space for
teachers to reflect on and apply individual strategies in their lessons

word problem worksheets kindergarten: Geometry: Word Problems Vol. 2 Gr. PK-2 Mary
Rosenberg, 2015-01-01 **This is the chapter slice Word Problems Vol. 2 Gr. PK-2 from the full lesson
plan Geometry** For grades PK-2, our resource meets the geometry concepts addressed by the
NCTM standards and encourages the students to learn and review the concepts in unique ways.
Each task sheet is organized around a central problem taken from real-life experiences of the
students. The pages of this resource contain a variety in terms of levels of difficulty and content so
as to provide students with a variety of differentiated learning opportunities. Included in our
resource are activities on two- and three-dimensional shapes, fractions, coordinate points, and
composing and decomposing shapes. The task sheets offer space for reflection, and opportunity for
the appropriate use of technology. Also contained are assessment and standards rubrics, review
sheets, color activity posters and bonus worksheets. All of our content meets the Common Core
State Standards and are written to Bloom's Taxonomy, STEM, and NCTM standards.

word problem worksheets kindergarten: Geometry: Word Problems Vol. 1 Gr. PK-2 Mary
Rosenberg, 2015-01-01 **This is the chapter slice Word Problems Vol. 1 Gr. PK-2 from the full lesson
plan Geometry** For grades PK-2, our resource meets the geometry concepts addressed by the
NCTM standards and encourages the students to learn and review the concepts in unique ways.
Each task sheet is organized around a central problem taken from real-life experiences of the
students. The pages of this resource contain a variety in terms of levels of difficulty and content so
as to provide students with a variety of differentiated learning opportunities. Included in our
resource are activities on two- and three-dimensional shapes, fractions, coordinate points, and
composing and decomposing shapes. The task sheets offer space for reflection, and opportunity for
the appropriate use of technology. Also contained are assessment and standards rubrics, review
sheets, color activity posters and bonus worksheets. All of our content meets the Common Core
State Standards and are written to Bloom's Taxonomy, STEM, and NCTM standards.

word problem worksheets kindergarten: Rtl in Math Linda Forbringer, Wendy Weber,
2014-01-03 Learn how to help K-8 students who struggle in math. This book provides a variety of



clear, practical strategies that can be implemented right away to boost student achievement. You
will find out how to design lessons that work with struggling learners, implement the
recommendations for math intervention from the What Works Clearinghouse, use praise and
self-motivation more effectively, develop number sense and computational fluency, teach whole
numbers and fractions, increase students’ problem-solving abilities, and more! Extensive examples
are provided for each strategy, as well as lesson plans, games, and resources.

word problem worksheets kindergarten: Kindergarten Math Power Workout! Ms. Mac, BA.,
M.Ed., 2021-01-18 Bright Kids Worksheets come ALIVE to INSPIRE your child as they focus their
attention on a single worksheet with friendly illustrations and a variety of MOTIVATING EXERCISES
to ENHANCE YOUR CHILD'S ACHIEVEMENT! Fun and engaging lessons, challenges, and games to
help your child improve their numeracy skills and LOVE of Math!! Bright Kids Kindergarten Math
Power focuses on numbers 1 to 20, Math readiness, numeracy, problem solving, addition and
practice forming numbers and motor control for printing. These ready-to-use worksheets help ALL
young learners improve and strengthen their MATH skills! Your child will love them!!

word problem worksheets kindergarten: Resources in Education , 2001

word problem worksheets kindergarten: Kindergarten English Power Workout! Ms. Mac,
BA., M.Ed., 2021-01-18 Bright Kids Worksheets come ALIVE to INSPIRE your child as they focus
their attention on a single sheet with friendly illustrations and a variety of MOTIVATING
EXERCISES to ENHANCE YOUR CHILD'S LEARNING! Your child will love these fun, engaging
activities that increase word recognition, vocabulary and improve spelling. Bright Kids Kindergarten
English Power Workout focuses on letters, sounds, reading and spelling readiness, practice forming
letters and motor control for printing. Fun and engaging lessons, challenges, and games keep your
child motivated to continue to learn and progress! Your child will LOVE them!!

word problem worksheets kindergarten: First Grade Sight Word Flash Cards Scholastic
Panda Education, 2022-08-14 Did you know flash cards are one of the best ways to help kids absorb
& retain information? These sight word flashcards include 100 high-frequency first grade sight
words that all school aged children should know! In fact, learning these words as a core will provide
the important reading foundation for your child to build upon! Once these essential spelling sight
words for 1st grade are mastered, learning more complex words will be a breeze! These flash cards
make it fun and easy to practice reading with your child anywhere you go. Benefits of using these
flashcards: ° Improves cognitive development ° Develops a photographic memory ° Improves
language skills ° Creates visual stimulation ° Increases self-confidence So what are you waiting for?
Grab your copy and get your child ahead the curve in no time!

word problem worksheets kindergarten: Child Poverty in America Today Barbara A. Arrighi,
David J. Maume, 2007-05-30 In a 2004 study by the Annie E. Casey, Ford, and Rockefeller
Foundations it was reported that a large number of American families are currently faring poorly in
their struggle to provide for themselves. Low-income and poor families were found to contain
one-third of all of the children in American working families. Low-wage jobs without benefits mean
that families at or below the poverty line live a precarious existence. This four-volume set is
designed to reveal, explicate, analyze, and assess the effects of an inadequate income on children.
Each volume contains original essays written by an interdisciplinary roster of contributors. The first
volume, Children and the State addresses policy and legislation that affect low-income families. One
issue that is considered in this volume is the lack of a national housing policy in the United States.
The second volume, Health and Medical Issues includes discussions on the status of Medicaid, the
lack of mental health services available for low-income families, and the difficult-to-access
healthcare for the rural poor. Volume three, Families and Children explores the effects of welfare
reform, especially the issue of childcare and the increased work expectations of parents. Other
compelling topics in this volume include low-income families and the Family and Medical Leave Act,
poor children and the internet, and the increase in economic insecurity among low-income families
who increasingly live on credit. In the final volume, The Promise of Education, universal
pre-kindergarten, Head Start, and the education of immigrant children are all explored.




word problem worksheets kindergarten: Every Child Is a Genius Elise M. Griffith, 1998
365 fun and easy ways to develop your child's gifts. Discover your child's hidden potential.

word problem worksheets kindergarten: Ready for What? M. Elizabeth Graue, 1993-01-01
This book looks at readiness from a different perspective, arguing that we must move away from the
readiness-as-child characteristic so prevalent in education and the popular press. Instead, readiness
is explained as an idea constructed by parents, teachers, and children as they interact in their
neighborhoods and communities. Graue describes three communities in the same school district: a
middle-class, suburban town of professionals; a rural, working-class community; and a group of
Hispanic, working-class families making their way through their children's kindergarten
experiences. In each setting, the local meaning of readiness is the underlying theme in the actions
taken by parents and their attitudes about their children's first public school experience.

word problem worksheets kindergarten: Grade One English Power Workout! Ms. Mac, BA.,
M.Ed., Bright Kids Worksheets come ALIVE to INSPIRE your child as they focus their attention on a
single sheet with friendly illustrations and a variety of MOTIVATING EXERCISES to ENHANCE
YOUR CHILD'S LEARNING! Your child will love these fun, engaging activities that increase word
recognition, vocabulary and improve spelling. Bright Kids Grade One English Power Workout
focuses on letters, sounds, reading, spelling, printing and fine motor control while having fun with
word puzzles! Fun and engaging lessons, challenges, and games keep your child motivated to
continue to learn and progress! Your child will LOVE them!!

word problem worksheets kindergarten: Grade Four English Power Workout! Ms. Mac,
BA., M.Ed., 2021-01-20 Bright Kids Worksheets come ALIVE to INSPIRE your child as they focus
their attention on a single sheet with friendly illustrations and a variety of MOTIVATING
EXERCISES to ENHANCE YOUR CHILD'S LEARNING! Your child will love these fun, engaging
activities that increase word recognition, vocabulary, reading, writing and improves spelling. Fun
and engaging lessons, challenges, and games keep your child motivated to continue to help your
child improve their reading and writing! Bright Kids Grade Four English Power Workout focuses on
having fun with word puzzles, crosswords and word searches! Your child will LOVE them!!

word problem worksheets kindergarten: Grade Three English Power Workout! Ms. Mac,
BA., M.Ed., 2021-01-20 Bright Kids Worksheets come ALIVE to INSPIRE your child as they focus
their attention on a single sheet with friendly illustrations and a variety of MOTIVATING
EXERCISES to ENHANCE YOUR CHILD'S LEARNING! Your child will love these fun, engaging
activities that increase word recognition, improves vocabulary, reading, writing and spelling. Bright
Kids Grade Three English Power Workout focuses on word recognition, vocabulary, reading, spelling
and writing while having fun with word puzzles, crosswords and word searches! Fun and engaging
lessons, challenges, and games keep your child motivated to continue to learn and progress! Your
child will LOVE them!!

word problem worksheets kindergarten: The Art of Teaching Children Phillip Done,
2023-07-18 An essential guide for teachers and parents that’s destined to become a classic, The Art
of Teaching Children is one of those rare and masterful books that not only defines a craft but offers
a magical reading experience. After more than thirty years in the classroom, award-winning teacher
Phillip Done decided that it was time to retire. But a teacher’s job is never truly finished, and he set
out to write the greatest lesson of his career: a book for educators and parents that would pass
along everything he learned about working with kids. From the first-day-of-school jitters to the last
day’s tears, Done writes about the teacher’s craft, classrooms and curriculums, the challenges of the
profession, and the reason all teachers do it—the children. Drawing upon decades of experience,
Done shares time-tested tips and sage advice: Real learning is messy, not linear. Greeting kids in the
morning as they enter the classroom is an important part of the school day. If a student is having
trouble, look at what you can do differently before pointing the finger at the child. Ask yourself:
Would I want to be a student in my class? When children watch you, they are learning how to be
people, and one of the most important things we can do for our students is to model the kind of
people we would like them to be. Done tackles topics you won't find in any other teaching book,




including Back to School Night nerves, teacher pride, the Sunday Blues, Pinterest envy, teacher
guilt, and the things they never warn you about in “teacher school” but should, like how to survive
recess duty, field trips, and lunch supervision. Done also addresses some of the most important
issues schools face today: bullying, excessive screen time, the system’s obsession with testing,
teacher burnout, and the ever-increasing demands of meeting the diverse learning needs of
students. But The Art of Teaching Children is more than a guide to educating today’s young learners.
These pages are alive with inspiration, humor, and tales of humanity. Done welcomes us like visitors
at Open House Night to the world of elementary school, where we witness lessons that go well and
others that flop, periods that run smoothly and ones that go haywire when a bee flies into the room.
We meet master teachers and new ones, librarians and lunch supervisors, principals and parents
(some with too much time on their hands). We get to know kids who want to hold a ball and those
who’d rather hold a marker, students with difficult home lives and children with disabilities,
youngsters who need drawing out and those who happily announce (in the middle of a math lesson)
that they have a loose tooth. With great wit and wisdom, irresistible storytelling, and boundless
compassion, The Art of Teaching Children is the new educator’s bible for teachers, parents, and all
who work with kids and care about their learning and success.
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