
woman black history month

woman black history month is a significant observance that highlights the achievements, struggles, and
contributions of Black women throughout history. Celebrated annually in February in the United States,
Black History Month serves as a dedicated time to honor the legacy and impact of Black individuals, with a
particular focus on women who have played pivotal roles in shaping society. This article explores the
importance of woman Black History Month, recognizing notable figures, and understanding the cultural
and historical context behind this celebration. The recognition of Black women’s contributions spans fields
such as civil rights, science, literature, politics, and the arts, all of which have profoundly influenced
American history and culture. By delving into the stories of these remarkable women and the evolving
significance of this commemorative month, readers gain a comprehensive understanding of the ongoing
efforts to promote equality and representation. The following sections provide an overview of the origins
of Black History Month, highlight influential Black women, and discuss the impact of their legacies today.

Origins and Significance of Black History Month

Prominent Black Women in History

Contributions of Black Women in Various Fields

Impact of Woman Black History Month on Society

Ongoing Challenges and the Future of Recognition

Origins and Significance of Black History Month
Black History Month originated as a way to recognize and celebrate the achievements of African
Americans, addressing the historical exclusion of Black contributions from mainstream narratives. Initially
established as Negro History Week in 1926 by historian Carter G. Woodson, the celebration expanded to a
full month in 1976. The month of February was chosen to coincide with the birthdays of Abraham Lincoln
and Frederick Douglass, two figures closely associated with the emancipation of enslaved African
Americans.

The Role of Woman Black History Month
Woman Black History Month specifically acknowledges the unique experiences and accomplishments of
Black women, who have often been marginalized within both the broader feminist movement and the



civil rights movement. This specialized focus emphasizes the intersectionality of race and gender,
highlighting how Black women have persevered through systemic barriers to effect change and inspire
future generations.

Historical Context and Evolution
The evolution of Black History Month reflects growing awareness of diversity within the African
American community. Over time, the narratives have expanded to include a wide range of stories,
including those of Black women who have made significant contributions but whose stories were
previously overlooked. This broadened perspective enriches the understanding of American history and
culture.

Prominent Black Women in History
Throughout history, many Black women have made indelible marks on society through leadership,
innovation, activism, and creativity. Their legacies continue to inspire and educate people worldwide.

Harriet Tubman
Harriet Tubman was an iconic abolitionist and conductor of the Underground Railroad. She risked her life
repeatedly to help enslaved people escape to freedom and later became a prominent advocate for women's
suffrage. Tubman’s courage and dedication symbolize the fight for freedom and equality.

Sojourner Truth
Sojourner Truth was an abolitionist and women's rights activist known for her powerful speeches,
including the famous “Ain’t I a Woman?” address. Her work challenged prevailing notions of race and
gender, advocating for justice and equality.

Madam C.J. Walker
Madam C.J. Walker was a pioneering entrepreneur and philanthropist who became one of the first female
self-made millionaires in the United States. She revolutionized the beauty industry for Black women and
used her wealth to support educational and social causes.



Contributions of Black Women in Various Fields
Black women have contributed significantly across numerous domains, shaping the course of history and
culture through their achievements and leadership.

Science and Technology
Black women scientists and engineers have broken barriers and contributed to groundbreaking
advancements. For example, Katherine Johnson’s calculations were critical to NASA’s success in space
missions, while Dr. Mae Jemison became the first Black woman astronaut.

Literature and Arts
In literature and the arts, Black women have enriched cultural expression through poetry, novels, music,
and visual art. Writers like Toni Morrison and Maya Angelou have produced works that explore themes of
identity, resilience, and empowerment, leaving lasting impacts on American literature and culture.

Politics and Social Justice
Black women have played vital roles in politics and social justice movements. Figures such as Shirley
Chisholm, the first Black woman elected to the US Congress, and Angela Davis, a prominent activist and
scholar, have championed civil rights and social reform.

Impact of Woman Black History Month on Society
The observance of woman Black History Month has profound societal implications, fostering awareness,
education, and appreciation of Black women’s contributions and challenges.

Educational Initiatives
Schools and institutions use woman Black History Month to introduce curricula that include the histories
and achievements of Black women. This educational focus helps combat stereotypes and promotes a more
inclusive understanding of history.

Cultural Recognition and Representation
Celebrating woman Black History Month enhances cultural representation in media, art, and public



discourse. It provides a platform for Black women’s voices, stories, and perspectives to be acknowledged and
valued.

Empowerment and Inspiration
This observance empowers young Black women and girls by providing role models and affirming their
potential. It also encourages broader society to recognize the importance of diversity and inclusion in all
sectors.

Ongoing Challenges and the Future of Recognition
Despite progress, Black women continue to face systemic challenges, including disparities in education,
employment, healthcare, and political representation. Woman Black History Month remains an essential
tool for advocacy and awareness.

Addressing Inequality
Recognition during Black History Month helps highlight areas where inequality persists and mobilizes
efforts to address these issues. Activists and organizations work to improve conditions and opportunities for
Black women nationwide.

Expanding Historical Narratives
Ongoing research and storytelling aim to recover and amplify the histories of lesser-known Black women,
ensuring a richer, more inclusive historical record that honors diverse experiences and contributions.

Future Directions
Looking ahead, woman Black History Month will continue to evolve, integrating new voices and
perspectives while reinforcing the importance of intersectionality. Its role in education, culture, and social
justice remains vital to achieving equity and recognition for Black women.

Harriet Tubman’s Role in Abolition

Contributions of Katherine Johnson to NASA

Influence of Toni Morrison in Literature



Political Achievements of Shirley Chisholm

Challenges Faced by Black Women Today

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Black History Month and why is it significant for women?
Black History Month is an annual observance in February that celebrates the achievements and
contributions of Black individuals throughout history. It is significant for women because it highlights the
often overlooked accomplishments and struggles of Black women who have played vital roles in shaping
history and society.

Who are some influential Black women celebrated during Black History
Month?
Influential Black women celebrated during Black History Month include Harriet Tubman, Rosa Parks,
Maya Angelou, Sojourner Truth, Angela Davis, Michelle Obama, and Ida B. Wells, among many others
who have made significant impacts in civil rights, literature, politics, and social justice.

How has the role of Black women evolved throughout history in the
context of Black History Month?
Throughout history, Black women have evolved from being marginalized and oppressed to becoming
powerful leaders, activists, artists, and innovators. Black History Month recognizes their resilience,
leadership in the civil rights movement, contributions to culture and politics, and ongoing fight for equality
and justice.

Why is it important to highlight Black women specifically during Black
History Month?
Highlighting Black women during Black History Month is important because their experiences and
contributions are often doubly marginalized due to both race and gender. Celebrating Black women ensures
their stories are told, challenges stereotypes, and promotes gender and racial equity.

What are some ways schools can celebrate Black women during Black



History Month?
Schools can celebrate Black women during Black History Month by incorporating lessons on notable Black
women in history, hosting guest speakers, organizing art and essay contests focused on Black women’s
achievements, screening documentaries, and encouraging students to research and present on influential
Black women.

How do Black women influence contemporary culture and society?
Black women influence contemporary culture and society through leadership in politics, entrepreneurship,
arts, music, literature, activism, and social justice movements. Their voices shape public discourse, inspire
change, and promote diversity and inclusion across various fields.

What challenges have Black women historically faced that are
highlighted during Black History Month?
Black women have historically faced challenges such as racial discrimination, gender inequality, social and
economic marginalization, violence, and lack of representation. Black History Month highlights these
struggles to acknowledge their resilience and the progress made towards overcoming systemic barriers.

How can individuals support Black women beyond Black History Month?
Individuals can support Black women beyond Black History Month by amplifying their voices, supporting
Black women-owned businesses, advocating for policies that promote racial and gender equity, educating
themselves on issues affecting Black women, and celebrating their achievements year-round.

Additional Resources
1. “Hidden Figures” by Margot Lee Shetterly
This inspiring book uncovers the untold story of African American women mathematicians who worked at
NASA during the Space Race. Their critical contributions helped launch the first American astronauts into
space, breaking both racial and gender barriers. It highlights the intersection of race, gender, and science in
a pivotal era of American history.

2. “Their Eyes Were Watching God” by Zora Neale Hurston
A classic novel that explores the life and self-discovery of Janie Crawford, a Black woman in the early 20th
century South. Hurston’s vivid storytelling and rich cultural detail celebrate Black womanhood, resilience,
and the quest for identity. The book remains a powerful exploration of love, independence, and
empowerment.

3. “Assata: An Autobiography” by Assata Shakur
This memoir chronicles the life of Assata Shakur, a former member of the Black Panther Party and Black



Liberation Army. It offers a raw, personal account of her activism, struggles with the criminal justice
system, and her fight for justice and equality. The book is a powerful testament to resistance and the fight
against oppression.

4. “Sisters in the Struggle: African American Women in the Civil Rights–Black Power Movement” by
Bettye Collier-Thomas and V.P. Franklin
This collection of essays highlights the pivotal roles African American women played in the Civil Rights
and Black Power movements. It brings to light stories often overlooked in mainstream historical narratives,
emphasizing women’s leadership, courage, and impact. The book is essential for understanding the gender
dynamics within social justice movements.

5. “The Woman’s Hour: The Great Fight to Win the Vote” by Elaine Weiss
While focusing on the broader suffrage movement, this book includes significant stories about Black
women’s fight for voting rights amidst racial discrimination. Weiss details the pivotal 1920 Tennessee vote
that ratified the 19th Amendment, highlighting the intersectional challenges Black women faced. It’s a
compelling account of perseverance and political activism.

6. “Black Women’s History in the United States: A Documentary Reader” edited by Darlene Clark Hine
and Kathleen Thompson
This anthology compiles primary documents, speeches, letters, and essays that trace the history and
experiences of Black women in America. It provides readers with firsthand perspectives on struggles,
achievements, and cultural contributions from slavery to the modern era. The reader is a valuable resource
for understanding Black women’s multifaceted history.

7. “I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings” by Maya Angelou
Angelou’s seminal autobiography reveals the trials and triumphs of her early life as a Black girl growing
up in the segregated South. The book confronts issues of identity, trauma, and resilience with poetic grace
and strength. It’s a foundational work that has inspired generations of readers and writers.

8. “Women, Race, & Class” by Angela Y. Davis
In this powerful work, Davis examines the intersections of gender, race, and class in the history of feminist
movements. She critiques the exclusion of Black women from mainstream feminism and highlights their
unique struggles and contributions. The book is a critical text for understanding the complexities of social
justice activism.

9. “Claudette Colvin: Twice Toward Justice” by Phillip Hoose
This biography tells the story of Claudette Colvin, a young Black woman who refused to give up her seat
on a segregated bus months before Rosa Parks’ more famous protest. Hoose honors Colvin’s courage and the
broader civil rights movement’s grassroots efforts. It’s an important read that sheds light on lesser-known
activists who made a significant impact.
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Find other PDF articles:
https://www-01.massdevelopment.com/archive-library-108/pdf?docid=Cil69-8481&title=bidding-pro
cess-in-construction-industry.pdf

  woman black history month: Moments in Canadian Black History Gr. 4-8 ,
  woman black history month: The Black Women Oral History Project. Cplt. Ruth Edmonds Hill,
2013-06-21 No detailed description available for BLACK WOMEN ORAL HISTORY PROJECT CPLT
E-BOOK.
  woman black history month: Representing Black Girl Magic with Contemporary Picture Books
Raphael E. Rogers, 2025-02-26 Representing Black Girl Magic with Contemporary Picture Books
explores how contemporary, culturally relevant, and responsive picture books can provide educators
with a chance to teach about race and racism in the classroom. A wave of recently published picture
books by Black women authors have pushed back against negative beliefs, countered negative
stereotypes, and celebrated the joy and magic of Black girls and their families. Featuring the voices
and perspectives of over two dozen Black women writers, in this book, Raphael Rogers examines
how and why these publications are changing the picture book and the educational landscape. With
sections on classroom connections and discussion questions in every chapter, this book is ideal for
courses on teaching children’s literature and diversity in children’s literature.
  woman black history month: Black Women and International Law Gabrielle Kirk
McDonald, 2015-04-30 Explores the manifold relationship between black women and international
law, highlighting the historic and contemporary ways they have influenced and been influenced.
  woman black history month: Black Women Shattering Stereotypes Kay Siebler,
2021-04-21 Black Women Shattering Stereotypes: A Streaming Revolution focuses on the work,
voices, and perspectives of Black women in popular film and television. Kay Siebler argues that
within the past five years, in response to the digital age and the number of racist stereotypes being
purported in dominant culture, Black women creators are making entertainment media that fights
back against these racist and sexist narratives and celebrates the realities of being Black and being
a woman in today’s world. When Black women are behind the camera, writing, directing, and
producing, Siebler finds, the representations of Black women change dramatically in empowering
and important ways. Focusing on films and series produced since 2015 that are made by, for, and
about Black women, Siebler analyzes the portrayals of Black women and their culture in Bessie, Self
Made, Hidden Figures, Harriet, Insecure, Being Mary Jane, Twenties, and Chewing Gum, among
others. Siebler intertwines these analyses with in-depth interviews with over one hundred Black
women throughout the book, offering a variety of perspectives across the broad spectrum of
demographics that are—and are not—being represented in mainstream media.
  woman black history month: Black Women Legacies Alexandria Russell, 2024-12-10 From
Black clubwomen to members of preservation organizations, African American women have made
commemoration a central part of Black life and culture. Alexandria Russell illuminates the process of
memorialization while placing African American women at the center of memorials they brought into
being and others constructed in their honor. Their often undocumented and unheralded work reveals
the importance of the memorializers and public memory crafters in establishing a culture of
recognition. Forced to strategize with limited resources, the women operated with a resourcefulness
and savvy that had to meet challenges raised by racism, gender and class discrimination, and
specific regional difficulties. Yet their efforts from the 1890s to the 2020s shaped and honed
practices that became indispensable to the everyday life and culture of Black Americans.
Intersectional and original, Black Women Legacies explores the memorialization of African American
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women and its distinctive impact on physical and cultural landscapes throughout the United States.
  woman black history month: Women's Studies Quarterly (28: 3-4) Nancy Hoffman, Nitza
Hidalgo, Ellen Silber, 2000 Groundbreaking volume provides positive strategies for eliminating
gender bias in middle school and high school classrooms.
  woman black history month: Empowering Black History Stories Black Joy Stories, 2024-01-26
Our Black Joy Stories' guide empowers you and your students to leverage your social emotional skills
in culturally relevant and antiracist ways. With vibrant Black history stories, positive
self-affirmations and engaging conversation starters, Black Joy Stories celebrates Black History!
Bonus, boost your learning with our posters, and our fun and creative activities, also included!
  woman black history month: Black History Activities, Grades 5 - 8 Schyrlet Cameron,
2023-02-13 Help your 5th grader, middle school, or high school child reflect on and build proficiency
learning about significant events in US history with the activity-packed Mark Twain Black History
Activities Workbook! The 64-page history workbook studies African American history and culture in
the United States, with topics including how slavery began, the war to end slavery, reconstruction,
the 20th century, and African American achievements. Perfect for both classroom curriculum and
homeschool curriculum, the 64-page social studies workbook includes both a Reading Selection, an
Activity Page, and graphic organizers to promote reading, critical thinking, and writing skills. This
American history workbook promotes current National and State Standards.
  woman black history month: Blessed are the Women Claire K. McKeever-Burgett ,
2024-02-27 Claire McKeever-Burgett combines her own personal journey with the stories of ten
remarkable women from the New Testament: Elizabeth, Mary, Anna, Eve, Adama, Miriam, Susanna,
Edith, Amira, and Mary Magdalene. Through a blend of storytelling, poetry, and prayer, Blessed are
the Women invites readers to reimagine worship, embrace women's narratives, and foster healing
within themselves and their communities. It provides liturgies for personal or communal use,
discussion questions, and connections to organizations dedicated to women's empowerment and
healing. With its pastoral and prophetic approach, Blessed are the Women presents a fresh
perspective on faith and spirituality, inspiring readers to find resonance between their own stories
and those of women who have shaped history. This empowering and transformative work ignites a
call for a more inclusive and egalitarian faith that embraces the fullness of women's voices and
experiences.
  woman black history month: Woman's Hour Una McCormack, 2025-02-20 For 75 years,
Woman’s Hour has brought us the most iconic and inspirational women from all over the world,
delving into their lives and opinions, desires and lessons to others. Now, their wise words are
brought to you each day in this daily guide. Woman’s Hour: Daily Meditations from Wise, Witty and
Wonderful Women gives you a memorable quote to start your day, from a woman that has made us
laugh, made us think and made us act, paired a thoughtful reflection on what that quote is teaching
us. Featuring names such as Rosamund Pike, Jacqueline Wilson, Nina Simone, Annie Lennox, Mary
Quant, Toni Morrison, Philippa Perry, Sandi Toksvig, Malala Yousafzai, Emma Thompson and many
more, the topics range from the workplace to family, friendships to love, ageing to food, and just
about everything in between. Start your day with the wisdom of these witty and wonderful women,
from over 75 years of Woman’s Hour.
  woman black history month: A Yearbook of Holidays and Observances Iva A. Smith, Aurora
Ramírez-Krodel, 1998-07 Provides insight into the beliefs and values of different peoples, primarily
people of color, by looking at the holidays and celebrations (religious and nonreligious) which play
an important part in their lives. Following a month-by-month format, the publication looks at
holidays, which mainstream America consider traditional, through the perspectives of women and
people of color and provides info. about holidays which are of particular importance to these groups.
Includes holidays of: Chinese, African-American, Islamic, Hispanic, Jewish, Native American, and
other celebrations. Includes info. on lunar, solar, and scientifically manipulated calendars.
  woman black history month: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 2001 The
Congressional Record is the official record of the proceedings and debates of the United States



Congress. It is published daily when Congress is in session. The Congressional Record began
publication in 1873. Debates for sessions prior to 1873 are recorded in The Debates and Proceedings
in the Congress of the United States (1789-1824), the Register of Debates in Congress (1824-1837),
and the Congressional Globe (1833-1873)
  woman black history month: Women's Work Laurie F. Maffly-Kipp, Kathryn Lofton,
2010-12-06 Whether in schoolrooms or kitchens, state houses or church pulpits, women have always
been historians. Although few participated in the academic study of history until the mid-twentieth
century, women labored as teachers of history and historical interpreters. Within African-American
communities, women began to write histories in the years after the American Revolution. Distributed
through churches, seminaries, public schools, and auxiliary societies, their stories of the past
translated ancient Africa, religion, slavery, and ongoing American social reform as historical subjects
to popular audiences North and South. This book surveys the creative ways in which
African-American women harnessed the power of print to share their historical revisions with a
broader public. Their speeches, textbooks, poems, and polemics did more than just recount the past.
They also protested their present status in the United States through their reclamation of that past.
Bringing together work by more familiar writers in black America-such as Maria Stewart, Francis E.
W. Harper, and Anna Julia Cooper-as well as lesser-known mothers and teachers who educated their
families and their communities, this documentary collection gathers a variety of primary texts from
the antebellum era to the Harlem Renaissance, some of which have never been anthologized.
Together with a substantial introduction to black women's historical writings, this volume presents a
unique perspective on the past and imagined future of the race in the United States.
  woman black history month: Women of Color in the Aviation Industry Shannon
McLoughlin Morrison, 2023-08-04 Women of Color in the Aviation Industry offers a critical look at
the reasons why the aviation industry remains underrepresented with minoritized groups,
particularly women of color. Despite the increased efforts to advocate for diversity, equity, and
inclusion within the industry, the diversity of its employees remains stagnant. Through interviews
and conversations with a number of women of color, this book argues that the industry is not doing
enough to create and sustain a more equitable workforce. In this book, readers will discover why
less than 4% of qualified, commercial airline pilots are women, and of that, less than 1% are Black
women. The numbers of Latinx, Indigenous people, Asian, and other people of color working in the
aviation industry are lacking. This book explores how the aviation industry often fails to incorporate
the experiences of women of color when developing and implementing diversity, equity, and
inclusion initiatives, and offers different perspectives on why it remains challenging to recruit and
retain minoritized people to the industry. By bringing in the experiences of a variety of women, this
book asks readers to reflect on what it means for an organization to describe itself as one that
supports diversity, equity, and inclusion. This timely, important book is a valuable resource for a
wide spectrum of researchers and students in aviation as well as gender, race, and ethnic studies.
Whilst the examples in this book serve as a case study for aviation, it can be used to examine other
fields encountering similar challenges in creating a more equitable workforce.
  woman black history month: Mythologizing Black Women Brittany C. Slatton, 2015-11-17
In this book Brittany C. Slatton uses innovative internet research methods to reveal contemporary
prejudices about relationship partners. In doing so she thoroughly refutes the popular ideology of a
post-racial America. Slatton examines the 'deep frame' of white men found in opinions and emotional
reactions to black women and their body types, personalities, behaviours, and styles of speech. Their
internet responses to questionnaires shows how they treat as common sense radicalised, gendered,
and classed versions of black women. Mythologizing Black Women argues that the internet acts as a
backstage setting, allowing white men to anonymously express raw feelings about race and sexuality
without the fear of reprimand.
  woman black history month: The Crisis , 1983-03 The Crisis, founded by W.E.B. Du Bois as
the official publication of the NAACP, is a journal of civil rights, history, politics, and culture and
seeks to educate and challenge its readers about issues that continue to plague African Americans



and other communities of color. For nearly 100 years, The Crisis has been the magazine of opinion
and thought leaders, decision makers, peacemakers and justice seekers. It has chronicled, informed,
educated, entertained and, in many instances, set the economic, political and social agenda for our
nation and its multi-ethnic citizens.
  woman black history month: She Soars Bridges DelPonte, 2024-09-17 Florida has a long and
unique history of being a testing ground for female pilots who broke new ground in aviation. From
the early 1900s when women performed daring stunts in the air to the World War II era when they
served as WASP pilots to the modern times when they flew military jets, commercial planes, and
Space Shuttles, Florida hasbeen a key place for female aviator history. These stories from Florida
will highlight 14 of women who made history with their flying skills;and left their mark in the
Sunshine State.The remarkable journeys of these trailblazing female aviators are told in a
captivating and informative manner.
  woman black history month: Black Enterprise , 1983-02 BLACK ENTERPRISE is the ultimate
source for wealth creation for African American professionals, entrepreneurs and corporate
executives. Every month, BLACK ENTERPRISE delivers timely, useful information on careers, small
business and personal finance.
  woman black history month: Advocate Lennina Ofori, 2023-08-10 'Vital and illuminating . . .
Advocate is a book that is equally generous and insightful, putting much of modern British
narratives into sharp perspective . . . It's a gift' Jeffrey Boakye, author of Black, Listed and I Heard
What You Said Lennina Ofori is a force of nature: a teen mother, a supportive older sister, a PhD
candidate, a support system, a social entrepreneur, a survivor. Above all, she is an advocate. She has
spent her life working for those relegated to the margins, and in this book, she lends her voice to
them. Weaving in her own life story, from her beautiful family to her hardest struggles, Ofori opens
the door to intersections that are familiar to many - race, class and gender - and uses her expertise
to embolden readers to make active change in their own lives. Drawing on knowledge from across
the globe, from the teachings of bell hooks to government reports, Ofori makes accessible topics that
are so often ignored. From her unique perspective as a Black woman who has lived many lives, Ofori
is a daring voice for change and hope in modern life. Advocate is a tale of personal resistance, but
also a manifesto for action. With great candour, wit and beautiful language, Ofori will call you to
make change not just for your own sake, but for those in the margins
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human being: 2. an adult who lives and identifies as female though they may. Learn more
woman, n. meanings, etymology and more - Oxford English The essential qualities of a woman;
womanly characteristics; femininity; that part of a woman considered to be exclusively feminine.
Also: a woman as the embodiment of femininity
Woman: Definition, Meaning, and Examples -   The term "woman" is a fundamental word in the
English language, encompassing biological, social, and cultural dimensions. It is used universally to
identify adult human females
Woman found safe after video showed her seemingly being 1 day ago  A woman seen on video
being taken from a home during what authorities in Kansas described as a possible abduction was
found safe and without significant injuries, police said
WOMAN definition in American English | Collins English Dictionary In general, the practice
in current edited written English is to avoid the -man form in reference to a woman or the plural -
men when members of both sexes are involved
Woman - definition of woman by The Free Dictionary syn: woman, female, lady are nouns
referring to adult human beings who are biologically female, that is, capable of bearing offspring.
woman is the general, neutral term: a wealthy woman
woman - Wiktionary, the free dictionary 3 days ago  From Middle English womman, from earlier
wimman, wifman, from Old English wīfmann (“woman”, literally “female person”), a compound of wīf
(“woman, female”, whence
WOMAN Definition & Meaning | Woman is the standard feminine parallel to man. As a modifier of
a plural noun, woman, like man, is exceptional in that the plural form women is used: women
athletes; women students
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