
women in tech history

women in tech history have played a pivotal role in shaping the technological
landscape from its earliest days to the modern era. Despite facing numerous
barriers and gender biases, these trailblazing women have contributed
groundbreaking innovations, programming languages, and leadership in
computing and engineering fields. This article explores the significant
milestones achieved by women in technology, highlighting their contributions
and the challenges they overcame. From the foundational work of Ada Lovelace
to contemporary female leaders in STEM, the narrative of women in tech
history is both inspiring and essential for understanding the industry's
evolution. This comprehensive overview will cover pioneering figures,
landmark achievements, and the ongoing impact of women in technology. The
following sections provide a detailed exploration of these themes.

Pioneers of Early Computing

Women Programmers and Coders

Innovations and Leadership in Technology

Challenges Faced by Women in Tech

Modern Contributions and Future Outlook

Pioneers of Early Computing

The foundation of modern computing owes much to the contributions of women
who worked behind the scenes or as leading figures in the early days of
technology. These pioneers laid the groundwork for programming and
computational theory, often without the recognition they deserved during
their lifetimes.

Ada Lovelace: The First Computer Programmer

Ada Lovelace is widely regarded as the first computer programmer. In the
mid-19th century, she collaborated with Charles Babbage on his Analytical
Engine, an early mechanical general-purpose computer. Ada recognized the
machine’s potential beyond mere calculation and wrote detailed notes that
included an algorithm intended for the engine, making her work the earliest
example of computer programming.

Grace Hopper and the Development of COBOL

Rear Admiral Grace Hopper was a pioneering computer scientist and United
States Navy officer. She developed the first compiler, a program that
translates human-readable code into machine language, which was a critical
advancement for software development. Hopper also played a central role in
creating COBOL (Common Business-Oriented Language), one of the earliest high-
level programming languages, which greatly influenced business computing.



The ENIAC Programmers

The Electronic Numerical Integrator and Computer (ENIAC) was one of the first
general-purpose electronic digital computers. A group of six women—Kay
McNulty, Betty Jennings, Betty Snyder, Marlyn Wescoff, Fran Bilas, and Ruth
Lichterman—were responsible for programming ENIAC. Their work was highly
technical and essential for the computer’s success, yet their contributions
were largely unrecognized for decades.

Women Programmers and Coders

Throughout the 20th century, women have been integral to programming and
coding advancements. Their expertise has spanned software development,
algorithm creation, and early operating systems, contributing to the
evolution of computing technology.

Katherine Johnson and NASA’s Space Missions

Katherine Johnson, a mathematician and aerospace technologist, played a
critical role at NASA. Her precise calculations of orbital mechanics were
vital to the success of the first U.S. manned spaceflights, including John
Glenn’s historic orbital mission. Johnson’s work exemplifies the intersection
of applied mathematics and computer science.

Radia Perlman and Network Protocols

Radia Perlman is often called the “Mother of the Internet” for her invention
of the Spanning Tree Protocol (STP), which is fundamental for network bridge
operation. Her contributions have had a lasting impact on network design and
reliability, enabling scalable and robust communication systems that underpin
modern internet infrastructure.

Women in Software Development Roles

Over the decades, women programmers have contributed to the development of
operating systems, applications, and programming languages. Their roles have
expanded from coders to leaders and innovators in software engineering.

Programming language design and implementation

Software testing and quality assurance

Systems architecture and infrastructure

User interface and experience design



Innovations and Leadership in Technology

Women in tech history have not only contributed technically but have also
assumed leadership roles that shaped the direction of technology companies
and research institutions. Their influence spans entrepreneurship,
management, and advocacy for diversity in STEM fields.

Sheryl Sandberg and Tech Industry Leadership

Sheryl Sandberg, former COO of Facebook (now Meta), is recognized for her
leadership in scaling one of the world’s largest social media platforms.
Beyond her executive role, Sandberg has been a vocal advocate for women’s
leadership and equality in technology and business environments.

Mitchell Baker and Mozilla Foundation

Mitchell Baker played a pivotal role in the open-source software movement as
the chairperson of the Mozilla Foundation. Her leadership helped develop the
Firefox web browser, which challenged established internet giants and
promoted open standards and user privacy.

Women Entrepreneurs in Tech

Numerous women have founded and led successful tech startups, fostering
innovation and creating new market opportunities. Their entrepreneurial
achievements have contributed significantly to technological advancement and
economic growth.

Founding companies in artificial intelligence and machine learning1.

Developing health technology and biotechnology solutions2.

Launching platforms for education technology and digital literacy3.

Innovating in fintech and cybersecurity sectors4.

Challenges Faced by Women in Tech

Despite their achievements, women in tech history have faced systemic
challenges, including gender discrimination, pay disparities, and
underrepresentation. These obstacles have affected recruitment, retention,
and advancement in technological fields.

Gender Bias and Workplace Culture

Women have often encountered biases that question their technical competence
or leadership ability. Workplace cultures historically dominated by men have
sometimes fostered environments that are unwelcoming or even hostile to



women, impacting their career progression and job satisfaction.

Pay Gap and Recognition Issues

Studies have consistently shown that women in technology earn less than their
male counterparts for comparable roles and responsibilities. Moreover,
women’s contributions have frequently been overlooked or minimized in
historical accounts and organizational recognition.

Efforts to Improve Diversity and Inclusion

In response to these challenges, many organizations and communities have
initiated programs to promote diversity, equity, and inclusion in tech. These
initiatives aim to create supportive environments, mentorship opportunities,
and equitable hiring practices.

Women in STEM scholarships and fellowships

Bias training and inclusive leadership development

Networking groups and professional associations for women

Corporate diversity targets and accountability measures

Modern Contributions and Future Outlook

The role of women in technology continues to expand with ongoing
contributions in cutting-edge fields such as artificial intelligence,
robotics, cybersecurity, and space exploration. Increasing visibility and
support are fostering a new generation of female innovators and leaders.

Women Leading AI and Machine Learning Research

Women researchers are at the forefront of developing AI algorithms, ethical
frameworks, and applications that transform industries. Their work addresses
challenges such as bias in AI systems and the responsible deployment of
emerging technologies.

Promoting STEM Education for Girls

Educational initiatives focused on encouraging girls to pursue science,
technology, engineering, and mathematics are critical for sustaining
progress. These programs provide mentorship, resources, and hands-on
experiences to inspire future women technologists.



The Future of Women in Tech

As technology evolves rapidly, the inclusion of diverse perspectives becomes
increasingly important. Women’s participation enriches innovation and helps
address complex global problems through technological solutions. The future
outlook for women in tech history is one of growing influence, opportunity,
and recognition.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is considered the first computer programmer in
history?

Ada Lovelace is considered the first computer programmer for her work on
Charles Babbage's Analytical Engine in the mid-1800s.

What was Grace Hopper's major contribution to
computer science?

Grace Hopper developed the first compiler, which translated written language
into computer code, and she was instrumental in creating the COBOL
programming language.

How did Katherine Johnson impact the space program?

Katherine Johnson's complex calculations of orbital mechanics were critical
to the success of NASA's early space missions, including John Glenn's orbital
flight.

Who was the first woman to earn a PhD in computer
science in the United States?

Frances E. Allen was the first female IBM Fellow and made significant
contributions to compiler optimization; while not the first PhD holder, she
was a pioneering woman in computer science.

What role did women play in the development of early
computer programming?

Women were key programmers during World War II, working on codebreaking and
programming early computers like the ENIAC, laying the foundation for modern
software development.

Why is Radia Perlman known as the 'Mother of the
Internet'?

Radia Perlman invented the Spanning Tree Protocol (STP), which is fundamental
for network bridges and the operation of the internet.



What challenges did women in tech historically face?

Women in tech have faced gender bias, lack of recognition, limited
opportunities, and stereotypes that have often marginalized their
contributions.

Who is Sheryl Sandberg and what is her significance
in tech history?

Sheryl Sandberg is the COO of Facebook and author of 'Lean In,' known for
advocating women's leadership and empowerment in technology and business.

How has the representation of women in tech changed
over time?

While women were prominent in early computing, their representation declined
mid-20th century due to social biases but has been gradually increasing due
to diversity initiatives and awareness.

What initiatives exist to support women in technology
today?

Organizations like Girls Who Code, Women Who Tech, and AnitaB.org provide
education, mentorship, and networking to support and increase women's
participation in technology.

Additional Resources
1. Broad Band: The Untold Story of the Women Who Made the Internet
This book by Claire L. Evans uncovers the vital contributions of women in the
development of the internet and computing technology. It highlights
pioneering figures such as Ada Lovelace, Grace Hopper, and the women who
programmed the ENIAC. The narrative challenges the male-dominated history of
tech by shining a light on women’s innovation and perseverance.

2. Hidden Figures
Margot Lee Shetterly’s "Hidden Figures" tells the true story of the African
American women mathematicians at NASA whose calculations were crucial to the
success of early space missions. The book explores their struggles against
racial and gender discrimination during the space race era. It celebrates
their intellect, resilience, and impact on science and technology.

3. Women in Tech: Take Your Career to the Next Level with Practical Advice
and Inspiring Stories
By Tarah Wheeler, this book offers both motivational stories and practical
guidance for women navigating careers in technology. It addresses challenges
such as bias, imposter syndrome, and work-life balance. The author combines
personal experience with interviews from successful women in various tech
roles.

4. Code Girls: The Untold Story of the American Women Code Breakers of World
War II
Liza Mundy tells the story of thousands of American women who served as
cryptographers during World War II. These women decrypted enemy messages that
were vital to the Allied war effort. The book highlights their intelligence,



secrecy, and the significant historical impact of their work.

5. Grace Hopper and the Invention of the Information Age
Katherine J. Fitzgerald presents a biography of Grace Hopper, a pioneering
computer scientist and rear admiral in the U.S. Navy. Hopper developed the
first compiler and was instrumental in the creation of COBOL, a programming
language that revolutionized business computing. The book details her
innovative spirit and lasting legacy in technology.

6. Women Who Code: Stories from the Front Lines
This collection features narratives from women working in various tech
fields, showcasing their diverse experiences and challenges. It provides
insight into the evolving landscape of technology careers and the importance
of inclusion. The stories inspire readers to pursue and persist in tech
professions.

7. Rebel Code: Linux and the Open Source Revolution
Glyn Moody’s book touches on the open source movement where many women played
key roles in coding and community building. While focusing on Linux and open
source, it acknowledges the contributions of female programmers who helped
shape collaborative software development. The book contextualizes the broader
history of women in tech innovation.

8. Technically Wrong: Sexist Apps, Biased Algorithms, and Other Threats of
Toxic Tech
Sara Wachter-Boettcher explores how technology often reflects and amplifies
societal biases, including gender bias. The book discusses the consequences
of these biases in apps, algorithms, and digital products. It advocates for
more inclusive and responsible tech design, emphasizing the need for diverse
voices.

9. A Mind at Play: How Claude Shannon Invented the Information Age
While primarily a biography of Claude Shannon, this book by Jimmy Soni and
Rob Goodman also references the women who influenced and collaborated with
Shannon in early computing. It provides context on the environment in which
women worked alongside male pioneers. The book helps readers understand early
information theory’s social and historical backdrop.
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  women in tech history: Women in History: The 100 Changemakers in Science and Tech Andrea
Febrian, Unearth the forgotten legacies of brilliance! Prepare to be captivated by Women in History:
The 100 Changemakers in Science and Tech, a powerful and moving collection revealing the untold
stories of extraordinary female scientists and pioneering women. Ever wondered who truly paved
the way for modern medicine, rocket science, and the digital world? This meticulously researched
book dives deep into the lives of 100 historical figures, revealing the hidden figures whose ingenuity
and determination shaped our world. From ancient astronomers to modern-day code breakers, meet
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the women in STEM who defied societal expectations and broke barriers to achieve groundbreaking
women's achievements in science and technology. More than just science biographies, this book is
an educational books that invites a deeper understanding of science history and women's history.
Discover the remarkable women inventors and tech innovators whose contributions have been
marginalized for far too long. Learn about their struggles, their triumphs, and the lasting impact of
their discoveries. This collection of 100 inspiring stories will leave you awestruck. Each biography
reveals the personal journeys of these remarkable women, highlighting their resilience, their passion
for learning, and their unwavering commitment to making a difference. Celebrate the spirit of girl
power as you meet the role models who dared to dream big and change the world with their
intelligence and ingenuity. Perfect for Women's History Month and beyond, this book is a testament
to the power of human potential and a call to action for greater equity and inclusion in STEM fields.
Women in History: 100 True Stories of Women Who Revolutionized Science and Tech is not just a
book, it’s a vital piece of the puzzle, an opportunity to rewrite the narrative, to give credit where it is
long overdue, and to inspire future generations. Explore the transformative power of intellect with
these historical biographies, celebrating the women whose contributions you may never heard, but
whose impact reverberates even today. Science books and technology books focus in great depth,
but this volume shines a light on the personal sacrifices and the professional prejudice of each
individual. A comprehensive and enthralling read for a multitude of reasons, Women in History: 100
True Stories of Women Who Revolutionized Science and Tech is more than just names on the page.
They are women who defied limitations and broke into the world which never had them in mind, but
who had an important role to play, forever changing the world as we see it today.
  women in tech history: The Culture of Women in Tech Mariann Hardey, 2019-11-11 Including
a series of commentaries derived from research undertaken by the author with women working in
tech clusters located within 'tech cities' in the UK, USA and East Asia regions, this book exposes the
serious 'problem' of women's position in the tech industry and helps to find solutions and ways
forward.
  women in tech history: The Oxford Encyclopedia of Women in World History Bonnie G.
Smith, 2008 The Encyclopedia of Women in World History captures the experiences of women
throughout world history in a comprehensive, 4-volume work. Although there has been extensive
research on women in history by region, no text or reference work has comprehensively covered the
role women have played throughout world history. The past thirty years have seen an explosion of
research and effort to present the experiences and contributions of women not only in the Western
world but across the globe. Historians have investigated womens daily lives in virtually every region
and have researched the leadership roles women have filled across time and region. They have
found and demonstrated that there is virtually no historical, social, or demographic change in which
women have not been involved and by which their lives have not been affected. The Oxford
Encyclopedia of Women in World History benefits greatly from these efforts and experiences, and
illuminates how women worldwide have influenced and been influenced by these historical, social,
and demographic changes. The Encyclopedia contains over 1,250 signed articles arranged in an A-Z
format for ease of use. The entries cover six main areas: biographies; geography and history;
comparative culture and society, including adoption, abortion, performing arts; organizations and
movements, such as the Egyptian Uprising, and the Paris Commune; womens and gender studies;
and topics in world history that include slave trade, globalization, and disease. With its rich and
insightful entries by leading scholars and experts, this reference work is sure to be a valued, go-to
resource for scholars, college and high school students, and general readers alike.
  women in tech history: The Routledge History of Women in Europe Since 1700 Deborah
Simonton, 2006-04-27 This landmark publication collects the essays of the leading women's
historians and provides the most coherent overview of women's role and place in Western Europe
from the beginning of the eighteenth century to the twentieth century.
  women in tech history: Reader's Guide to the History of Science Arne Hessenbruch,
2013-12-16 The Reader's Guide to the History of Science looks at the literature of science in some



550 entries on individuals (Einstein), institutions and disciplines (Mathematics), general themes
(Romantic Science) and central concepts (Paradigm and Fact). The history of science is construed
widely to include the history of medicine and technology as is reflected in the range of disciplines
from which the international team of 200 contributors are drawn.
  women in tech history: How Women Innovators Changed the Face of Technology Ahmed
Musa, 2024-12-31 Women have been at the forefront of technological innovation, often without
receiving due recognition. This book celebrates the achievements of women who revolutionized
industries, from computing pioneers like Ada Lovelace to modern leaders in artificial intelligence
and robotics. Explore the challenges they overcame, the impact of their work, and the lessons they
offer for future innovators. This book is an inspiring tribute to the women who shaped the tech
world.
  women in tech history: Historical Studies in Computing, Information, and Society William
Aspray, 2020-01-01 This is a volume of chapters on the historical study of information, computing,
and society written by seven of the most senior, distinguished members of the History of Computing
field. These are edited, expanded versions of papers presented in a distinguished lecture series in
2018 at the University of Colorado Boulder – in the shadow of the Flatirons, the front range of the
Rocky Mountains. Topics range widely across the history of computing. They include the
digitalization of computer and communication technologies, gender history of computing, the history
of data science, incentives for innovation in the computing field, labor history of computing, and the
process of standardization. Authors were given wide latitude to write on a topic of their own choice,
so long as the result is an exemplary article that represents the highest level of scholarship in the
field, producing articles that scholars in the field will still look to read twenty years from now. The
intention is to publish articles of general interest, well situated in the research literature, well
grounded in source material, and well-polished pieces of writing. The volume is primarily of interest
to historians of computing, but individual articles will be of interest to scholars in media studies,
communication, computer science, cognitive science, general and technology history, and business.
  women in tech history: THE ROLE OF WOMEN IN SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY DAVID
SANDUA, 2023-07-11 The book The Role of Women in Science and Technology: A Historical and
Modern Analysis is a comprehensive study of the contribution of women in the fields of science and
technology throughout history. It examines women's contributions to science and technology
throughout history, from antiquity and the Middle Ages through the 18th, 19th, and early 20th
centuries. It also discusses the marginalization and exclusion of women from scientific and
technological advances, including limited educational opportunities, the glass ceiling effect, and the
stereotypes and prejudices that have hindered their progress. It highlights forgotten pioneers of
science and technology, such as Ada Lovelace, Mary Anning, and Rosalind Franklin, and how
historical suppression has perpetuated the exclusion of women's contributions. It also addresses the
challenges faced by women in science and technology, including gender bias and discrimination in
educational institutions and in the workplace. It highlights success stories of women scientists and
technologists, as well as the achievements of women-led initiatives and organizations that promote
gender equality in science and technology. It examines the impact of increased female presence in
these fields, the importance of creating inclusive environments, and calls for action to continue
efforts toward gender equality and diversity in these fields.
  women in tech history: The Routledge Handbook of Information History Toni Weller, Alistair
Black, Bonnie Mak, Laura Skouvig, 2025-07-02 The Routledge Handbook of Information History
offers a definitive, inclusive, and far-reaching study of how information practices have
influenced—and have been influenced by—society, politics, culture, and technology over millennia.
Information is often considered a defining characteristic of modern society, but it is far from a
modern phenomenon. In the last decades, historians have started to ask new questions about how
information was understood in the past, suggesting that it has a history which is long, complex, and
multifaceted. This influential volume is the first large-scale collection to use the term Information
History as its titular focus, situating information within the historiography of the field. The book



showcases a diverse assembly of over forty international contributors who explore information
practices from antiquity to the contemporary world, with geographical coverage ranging across
Europe, Africa, Asia, as well as North and South America. Including overview chapters alongside a
wide range of in-depth empirical studies, this ground-breaking collection will appeal to scholars and
students across the arts, humanities, and social sciences, offering readers unique insights into how
historical practices have influenced the understanding and role of information in our modern world.
Chapter 28 of this book is freely available as a downloadable Open Access PDF at
http://www.taylorfrancis.com under a Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY) 4.0 license.
  women in tech history: A History of Digital Media Gabriele Balbi, Paolo Magaudda, 2018-04-24
From the punch card calculating machine to the personal computer to the iPhone and more, this
in-depth text offers a comprehensive introduction to digital media history for students and scholars
across media and communication studies, providing an overview of the main turning points in digital
media and highlighting the interactions between political, business, technical, social, and cultural
elements throughout history. With a global scope and an intermedia focus, this book enables
students and scholars alike to deepen their critical understanding of digital communication, adding
an understudied historical layer to the examination of digital media and societies. Discussion
questions, a timeline, and previously unpublished tables and maps are included to guide readers as
they learn to contextualize and critically analyze the digital technologies we use every day.
  women in tech history: Women Designers in the USA, 1900-2000 Pat Kirkham, 2000-01-01
A celebration of the many contributions of women designers to 20th-century American culture.
Encompassing work in fields ranging from textiles and ceramics to furniture and fashion, it features
the achievements of women of various ethnic and cultural groups, including both famous designers
(Ray Eames, Florence Knoll and Donna Karan) and their less well-known sisters.
  women in tech history: CRM Bulletin United States. National Park Service. Cultural
Resources Management Division, 1988
  women in tech history: Technology and Gender Francesca Bray, 2023-07-28 In this feminist
history of eight centuries of private life in China, Francesca Bray inserts women into the history of
technology and adds technology to the history of women. Bray takes issue with the Orientalist image
that traditional Chinese women were imprisoned in the inner quarters, deprived of freedom and
dignity, and so physically and morally deformed by footbinding and the tyrannies of patriarchy that
they were incapable of productive work. She proposes a concept of gynotechnics, a set of everyday
technologies that define women's roles, as a creative new way to explore how societies translate
moral and social principles into a web of material forms and bodily practices. Bray examines three
different aspects of domestic life in China, tracing their developments from 1000 to 1800 A.D. She
begins with the shell of domesticity, the house, focusing on how domestic space embodied
hierarchies of gender. She follows the shift in the textile industry from domestic production to
commercial production. Despite increasing emphasis on women's reproductive roles, she argues,
this cannot be reduced to childbearing. Female hierarchies within the family reinforced the power of
wives, whose responsibilities included ritual activities and financial management as well as the
education of children. In this feminist history of eight centuries of private life in China, Francesca
Bray inserts women into the history of technology and adds technology to the history of women. Bray
takes issue with the Orientalist image that traditional Chinese women were
  women in tech history: The Next Smart Step Kelly Watson, Jodi Detjen, 2020-09-15 “A
candid, readable, and useful book about how we can get past talking about gender bias and actually
start doing something about it.” —Adam Grant, New York Times bestselling author of ORIGINALS
and GIVE AND TAKE, and host of the TED podcast WorkLife Empowering women empowers
everyone. Women with confidence, equal pay, and leadership opportunity enrich workplace culture
and help the whole organization. The first step is understanding that gender balance is not a
zero-sum game. The Next Smart Step is a clear, assured guide to understanding the challenge of
gender imbalance, implementing solutions, and equipping readers with the tools we all need to
ensure change that is positive and enduring. It is about all of us becoming leaders. The Next Smart



Step builds on a positive reality, helping readers recognize and manage unconscious biases, see
diversity as a 21st-century skill, and work towards equal partnerships in the workplace. It outlines
strategies for flexibility, communication, openness, and mutual respect. Gender equity is not only the
right thing to do—it makes life better, workplace culture more diverse, opportunity more widely
available, and organizations more successful. The Next Smart Step will help everyone from new
hires to corporate executives learn the personal leadership this important issue demands.
  women in tech history: Making Technology Masculine Ruth Oldenziel, 1999 A pioneering
study of the relations between gender and technology.
  women in tech history: The Human-Computer Interaction Handbook Andrew Sears, Julie
A. Jacko, 2002-09-01 The Human-Computer Interaction Handbook: Fundamentals, Evolving
Technologies, and Emerging Applications is a comprehensive survey of this fast-paced field that is of
interest to all HCI practitioners, educators, consultants, and researchers. This includes computer
scientists; industrial, electrical, and computer engineers; cognitive scientists; exp
  women in tech history: Breaking Through Bytes Kelly Vero, 2025-04-17 Breaking Through
Bytes: Women Shaping the Digital World celebrates the indomitable spirit of women who redefined
technology. Divided into 9 iconic chapters, the book provides vivid portraits of 18 female pioneers
who cracked the digital code, women who dared to question, create and conquer, describing the
evolution of technology through an inspiring lens. The book spans millennia, tracing the impact of
trailblazing women in technology. In early chapters, meet historical figures from the first century to
the early 1800s, whose contributions laid the groundwork for today’s advancements. Dive into
stories of mixed digital artist Thea Baumann, actress and inventor Hedy Lamarr, and pioneering
programmer Betty Snyder alongside virtual reality specialist Claire Blackshaw. Discover modern
innovators like Kayleigh Oliver, a woman of colour waving the flag for programming all whilst
balancing motherhood and tech, and Rocio Evenett, a fashion technologist revolutionising the supply
chain. Whether through games, music, or Artificial Intelligence (AI), women from diverse
backgrounds have continually defied conventions and reshaped industries. Breaking Through Bytes
uniquely explores women’s contributions to STEM and digital technologies, focusing on
underrepresented innovators across the centuries. It blends detailed technical achievements with
personal stories to inspire readers interested in the history of technology, gender diversity, and
modern digital innovations.
  women in tech history: The Biographical Dictionary of Women in Science Marilyn Ogilvie, Joy
Harvey, 2003-12-16 Volume 2 of 2.
  women in tech history: Women, Science, and Technology Mary Wyer, Mary Barbercheck,
Donna Cookmeyer, Hatice Ozturk, Marta Wayne, 2013-09-11 Women, Science, and Technology is an
ideal reader for courses in feminist science studies. This third edition fully updates its predecessor
with a new introduction and twenty-eight new readings that explore social constructions mediated
by technologies, expand the scope of feminist technoscience studies, and move beyond the
nature/culture paradigm.
  women in tech history: Geek and Hacker Stories Brian Alleyne, 2018-11-02 Geeks, hackers
and gamers share a common ‘geek culture’, whose members are defined and define themselves
mainly in terms of technology and rationality. The members of geek culture produce and circulate
stories to express who they are and to explain and justify what they do. Geek storytelling draws on
plots and themes from the wider social and cultural context in which geeks live. The author surveys
many stories of heated exchanges and techno-tribal conflicts that date back to the earliest days of
personal computing, which construct the “self” and the “enemy”, and express and debate a range of
political positions. Geek and Hacker Stories will be of interest to students of digital social science
and media studies. Both geeky and non-technical readers will find something of value in this
account.
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