women's history movies

women's history movies have become an essential genre in cinema, celebrating
the remarkable achievements and struggles of women throughout different eras.
These films not only entertain but also educate audiences about pivotal
moments in women's history, highlighting influential figures and social
movements that have shaped gender equality. From biographical dramas to
inspiring narratives of resilience, women's history movies offer a lens into
the cultural, political, and social contexts that have defined women's roles
across time. This article provides a comprehensive exploration of notable
women's history movies, their impact on society, and how they contribute to
preserving the legacy of women's empowerment. Additionally, it examines the
historical accuracy, cinematic techniques, and cultural significance embedded
in these films. The discussion includes a curated list of must-watch titles,
analysis of key themes, and insights into the evolving representation of
women in historical cinema.
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Notable Women's History Movies and Their Impact

Women's history movies have brought to light the stories of extraordinary
women whose contributions have often been overlooked. These films have played
a significant role in reshaping public perception and inspiring new
generations by portraying women's courage and determination in various
historical contexts. From pioneering scientists and political activists to
artists and social reformers, the cinematic depiction of these figures has
elevated their legacies beyond textbooks.

Biographical Dramas

Biographical dramas are a cornerstone of women's history movies, focusing on
the life and achievements of iconic women. These films delve into personal
and professional challenges faced by their subjects, providing a nuanced
understanding of their impact. Examples include portrayals of figures such as
Marie Curie, Harriet Tubman, and Frida Kahlo, whose stories underscore themes



of resilience and innovation.

Social Movement Narratives

Another impactful category within women's history movies centers on social
movements that have advanced women's rights. These films document the
collective efforts and struggles of women fighting for suffrage, civil
rights, and workplace equality. By dramatizing these pivotal moments, the
movies foster awareness and appreciation of the ongoing quest for gender
equity.

Historical Accuracy and Representation in
Women's History Films

The authenticity of women's history movies is critical for preserving the
integrity of the stories they tell. Filmmakers often balance artistic license
with factual accuracy to create compelling narratives that resonate with
audiences while honoring historical truth. Accurate representation ensures
that the complexities of women's experiences are neither simplified nor
romanticized.

Challenges in Portraying Historical Figures

Portraying real-life women involves navigating limited historical records,
biased sources, and the need to depict multidimensional characters.
Filmmakers must research extensively to avoid perpetuating stereotypes and to
present a fair portrayal that acknowledges both achievements and flaws.

Use of Primary Sources and Consultation

Many women's history movies engage historians and experts to validate scripts
and production choices. Incorporating diaries, letters, and eyewitness
accounts enhances the film's credibility, providing a richer, more accurate
portrayal of the women's lives and contexts.

Key Themes Explored in Women's History Movies

Women's history movies consistently explore themes that reflect the
challenges and triumphs experienced by women across different periods. These
themes serve as vehicles to discuss broader societal issues while focusing on
individual or collective female experiences.



Empowerment and Resilience

Empowerment is a dominant theme, showcasing how women overcame systemic
barriers and personal adversity. Stories often highlight resilience in the
face of discrimination, illustrating the strength and determination required
to effect change.

Identity and Intersectionality

Many films address the complexity of women's identities, including race,
class, and sexuality, emphasizing intersectionality. This approach reveals
how overlapping social categories influence women's experiences and
opportunities in history.

Family and Community Dynamics

Exploration of family roles and community involvement provides context for
women's decisions and actions. These narratives examine how relationships and
social expectations shaped women's lives and their contributions to history.

Cultural Significance and Influence on Society

Women's history movies have played a vital role in shaping cultural
understanding and societal attitudes toward gender roles and equality. By
bringing these stories to mainstream audiences, the films contribute to
ongoing dialogues about women's rights and representation.

Educational Impact

These movies serve as educational tools in schools and communities, offering
accessible means to engage with women's history. They inspire critical
thinking and encourage viewers to explore historical contexts and
contemporary implications.

Influence on Gender Representation in Media

The success and popularity of women's history movies have influenced the
broader media landscape. They have paved the way for more diverse and complex
female characters, challenging traditional gender stereotypes and expanding
opportunities for women in film production and storytelling.



Recommended List of Essential Women's History
Movies

For those interested in exploring women's history through cinema, the
following list highlights influential and critically acclaimed films that
exemplify the genre's strengths and diversity.

Hidden Figures — Showcases African American women mathematicians at NASA
during the space race.

Suffragette — Depicts the British women's suffrage movement in the early
20th century.

The Color Purple — Chronicles the life of African American women in the
American South facing oppression and abuse.

Frida — A biopic of artist Frida Kahlo, exploring her art and personal
struggles.

On the Basis of Sex — Follows Ruth Bader Ginsburg's early legal battles
for gender equality.

Mary Queen of Scots — Dramatizes the rivalry between two powerful queens
in 16th-century Britain.

Harriet — Tells the story of Harriet Tubman and the Underground
Railroad.

Little Women — Based on Louisa May Alcott's novel, highlighting women's
roles and aspirations in the 19th century.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some popular movies that highlight women's
history?

Popular movies that highlight women's history include 'Hidden Figures,'
'Suffragette,' 'Frida,' 'The Iron Lady,' and 'Little Women.' These films
showcase the achievements and struggles of women throughout history.

Which movie tells the story of women mathematicians

at

NASA?

The movie 'Hidden Figures' tells the story of African-American women
mathematicians Katherine Johnson, Dorothy Vaughan, and Mary Jackson, who



played crucial roles at NASA during the Space Race.

Are there any recent films focused on women's
suffrage movements?

Yes, the film 'Suffragette' (2015) focuses on the early feminist movement in
the UK and the fight for women's right to vote, showcasing the struggles and
activism of working-class women.

Which movie portrays the life of artist Frida Kahlo?

‘Frida' (2002) is a biographical film that portrays the life, art, and
passionate personality of Mexican painter Frida Kahlo, highlighting her
impact on art and women's history.

What film depicts the story of Margaret Thatcher,
the first female Prime Minister of the UK?

‘The Iron Lady' (2011) is a biographical film that portrays the life and
career of Margaret Thatcher, focusing on her time as the UK's first female
Prime Minister.

Are there any movies about women leaders in science
and technology?

Yes, movies like 'Hidden Figures' and 'Radioactive' (about Marie Curie)
highlight women leaders in science and technology who made groundbreaking
contributions despite gender barriers.

Which historical drama showcases the lives of women
during the American Civil War?

‘Little Women' (2019) is a period drama that depicts the lives, ambitions,
and relationships of the March sisters during and after the American Civil
War, reflecting themes of women's independence.

How do women's history movies contribute to modern
feminist discourse?

Women's history movies bring attention to the achievements and struggles of
women throughout history, inspiring contemporary audiences and contributing
to feminist discourse by highlighting gender equality, resilience, and
empowerment.



Additional Resources

1. Reel Heroines: Women in Film and History

This book explores the portrayal of women in historical films, analyzing how
cinema has shaped and reflected women's roles throughout history. It examines
iconic movies that highlight women's struggles, achievements, and societal
impact. The author delves into both fictional and biographical films to
reveal the evolving representation of women on screen.

2. Silent Strength: Women’s Stories in Early Cinema

Focusing on the silent film era, this book uncovers the pioneering women who
made history both on and off the screen. It highlights actresses, directors,
and screenwriters who challenged norms and brought women's experiences to
light in a male-dominated industry. The narrative also discusses how early
cinema influenced social perceptions of women.

3. Heroines of History: Women’s Lives through the Lens

This volume presents a collection of essays on films that depict significant
women from various historical periods. Each chapter analyzes a different
movie, providing context about the real-life figures and the accuracy of
their cinematic portrayals. The book aims to celebrate women's contributions
to history as seen through the art of filmmaking.

4. Feminine Frames: Gender and Power in Historical Cinema

Examining the intersection of gender and power, this book critiques
historical movies that feature women in positions of influence. It
investigates how filmmakers construct female authority and the implications
for contemporary understandings of gender roles. The text combines film
theory with historical analysis to offer a critical perspective on women’s
representation.

5. Screen Queens: Legendary Women of Historical Film

This book profiles famous actresses known for their roles in historical
movies that focus on women’s stories. It traces their careers, the
significance of their portrayals, and the cultural impact of these films.
Readers gain insight into how these screen queens helped shape public memory
of women’s history.

6. Women Warriors: Female Figures in Historical Films

Dedicated to the portrayal of women warriors and leaders in cinema, this book
explores films that showcase female strength, bravery, and leadership. It
discusses the challenges of adapting complex historical women’s stories for
the screen. The author also considers how these films inspire modern
audiences and contribute to feminist discourse.

7. Behind the Camera: Women Filmmakers and Historical Narratives

This book highlights the contributions of women directors and producers who
bring historical women’s stories to life. It discusses the unique
perspectives female filmmakers offer and the obstacles they face in the
industry. Through interviews and case studies, the book celebrates women’s
creative influence in historical cinema.



8. Changing History: Women’s Rights and Cinema

Focusing on films about women’s rights movements, this book analyzes how
cinema has documented and influenced social change. It covers movies about
suffrage, civil rights, and feminist activism, exploring their historical
context and cultural significance. The book reveals the power of film as a
tool for advocacy and education.

9. Portraits of Courage: Biographical Films about Women in History

This book surveys biographical films that portray remarkable women from
diverse backgrounds and eras. It critiques the storytelling techniques used
to depict their lives and legacies, considering both artistic license and
historical accuracy. The work emphasizes the importance of these films in
preserving and promoting women's history.
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women s history movies: American Women's History Glenna Matthews, 2000 Alphabetical
articles on major events, documents, persons, social movements, and political and social concepts
connected with the history of women in America.

women s history movies: American Women's History on Film Rosanne Welch, Peg A.
Lamphier, 2022-11-07 By exploring a range of films about American women, this book offers readers
an opportunity to engage in both history and film in a new way, embracing representation, diversity,
and historical context. Throughout film history, stories of women achieving in American history
appear few and far between compared to the many epic tales of male achievement. This book
focuses largely on films written by women and about women who tackled the humanist issues of
their day and mostly won. Films about women are important for all viewers of all genders because
they remind us that the American Experience is not just male and white. This book examines 10
films, featuring diverse depictions of women and women's history, and encourages readers to
discern how and where these films deviate from historical accuracy. Covering films from the 1950s
all the way to the 2010s, this text is invaluable for students and general readers who wish to
interrogate the way women's history appears on the big screen.

women s history movies: A Companion to American Women's History Nancy A. Hewitt, Anne
M. Valk, 2021-02-08 The most important collection of essays on American Women's History This
collection incorporates the most influential and groundbreaking scholarship in the area of American
women's history, featuring twenty-three original essays on critical themes and topics. It assesses the
past thirty years of scholarship, capturing the ways that women's historians confront issues of race,
class, gender, and sexuality. This second edition updates essays related to Indigenous women,
slavery, the American Revolution, Civil War, the West, activism, labor, popular culture, civil rights,
and feminism. It also includes a discussion of laws, capitalism, gender identity and transgender
experience, welfare, reproductive politics, oral history, as well as an exploration of the perspectives
of free Blacks and migrants and refugees. Spanning from the 15th through the 21st centuries,
chapters show how historians of women, gender, and sexuality have challenged established
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chronologies and advanced new understandings of America's political, economic, intellectual and
social history. This edition also features a new essay on the history of women's suffrage to coincide
with the 100th anniversary of passage of the 19th Amendment, as well as a new article that carries
issues of women, gender and sexuality into the 21st century. Includes twenty-three original essays
by leading scholars in American women's, gender and sexuality history Highlights the most recent
scholarship on the key debates and future directions of this popular and contemporary field
Substantially updates the first edition with new authors and topics that represent the expanding
fields of women, gender, and sexuality Engages issues of race, ethnicity, region, and class as they
shape and are shaped by women's and gender history Covers the breadth of American Women's
history, including Native women, colonial law and religion, slavery and freedom, women's activism,
work and welfare, culture and capitalism, the state, feminism, digital and oral history, and more A
Companion to American Women's History, Second Edition is an ideal book for advanced
undergraduates and graduate students studying American/U.S. women's history, history of gender
and sexuality, and African American women's history. It will also appeal to scholars of these areas at
all levels, as well as public historians working in museums, archives, and historic sites.

women s history movies: Selling Women's History Emily Westkaemper, 2017-01-09 Only in
recent decades has the American academic profession taken women'’s history seriously. But the very
concept of women'’s history has a much longer past, one that’s intimately entwined with the
development of American advertising and consumer culture. Selling Women'’s History reveals how,
from the 1900s to the 1970s, popular culture helped teach Americans about the accomplishments of
their foremothers, promoting an awareness of women'’s wide-ranging capabilities. On one hand,
Emily Westkaemper examines how this was a marketing ploy, as Madison Avenue co-opted women’s
history to sell everything from Betsy Ross Red lipstick to Virginia Slims cigarettes. But she also
shows how pioneering adwomen and female historians used consumer culture to publicize histories
that were ignored elsewhere. Their feminist work challenged sexist assumptions about women’s
subordinate roles. Assessing a dazzling array of media, including soap operas, advertisements, films,
magazines, calendars, and greeting cards, Selling Women'’s History offers a new perspective on how
early- and mid-twentieth-century women saw themselves. Rather than presuming a drought of
female agency between the first and second waves of American feminism, it reveals the subtle
messages about women’s empowerment that flooded the marketplace.

women s history movies: Monitoring the Movies Jennifer Fronc, 2017-11-15 As movies took the
country by storm in the early twentieth century, Americans argued fiercely about whether municipal
or state authorities should step in to control what people could watch when they went to movie
theaters, which seemed to be springing up on every corner. Many who opposed the governmental
regulation of film conceded that some entity—boards populated by trusted civic leaders, for
example—needed to safeguard the public good. The National Board of Review of Motion Pictures
(NB), a civic group founded in New York City in 1909, emerged as a national cultural chaperon well
suited to protect this emerging form of expression from state incursions. Using the National Board’s
extensive files, Monitoring the Movies offers the first full-length study of the NB and its campaign
against motion-picture censorship. Jennifer Fronc traces the NB’s Progressive-era founding in New
York; its evolving set of “standards” for directors, producers, municipal officers, and citizens; its
“city plan,” which called on citizens to report screenings of condemned movies to local officials; and
the spread of the NB'’s influence into the urban South. Ultimately, Monitoring the Movies shows how
Americans grappled with the issues that arose alongside the powerful new medium of film: the
extent of the right to produce and consume images and the proper scope of government control over
what citizens can see and show.

women s history movies: Geography of Time, Place, Movement and Networks, Volume 5
Stanley D. Brunn, 2024-05-27 This book investigates both early as well as recent accounts of
journeys by women and families in African, Asian, East European, North and Latin American
contexts. It discusses how places, place settings and transport routes, whether by land, sea, or air,
were and remain important in the impacts these newcomers have on states and regions. The



contributions to this book provide insight in laws and regulations related to women’s and refugees’
rights. They highlight the importance of place and location in defining rights and implementing
reforms, such as the importance of the politics and the state in identifying rights in global contexts
of refugee resettlement, cross-border employment, security and reshaping human institutions as
well as the changing legal landscape related to for instance women participating in the Olympic
Games and in national sports. The book also touches on the worlds of family landscapes, mapping
family trees, family cemeteries and redefining immigrant city mixes. As such, the book offers readers
to explore past, present, and future issues faced by women and families, regardless of place or
country.

women s history movies: Teaching 20th Century Women's History Ruth Tudor, 2000 This
publication is a teaching pack designed to meet the aims and objectives of the Council of Europe's
project on 'Learning and teaching about the history of Europe in the 20th century'. The pack has
been written for teachers of 14-18 year olds. It emphasises the integration of skills with knowledge
and understanding, rather than the acquisition of knowledge in itself and focuses on the links
between work, family, culture, war and politics. Topics proposed in the pack include how the image
of women has been constructed socially through the media and how political systems have
influenced women's private and social roles.

women s history movies: Movie-Struck Girls Shelley Stamp, 2018-06-05 Movie-Struck Girls
examines women's films and filmgoing in the 1910s, a period when female patronage was
energetically courted by the industry for the first time. By looking closely at how women were
invited to participate in movie culture, the films they were offered, and the visual pleasures they
enjoyed, Shelley Stamp demonstrates that women significantly complicated cinemagoing throughout
this formative, transitional era. Growing female patronage and increased emphasis on women's
subject matter did not necessarily bolster cinema's cultural legitimacy, as many in the industry had
hoped, for women were not always enticed to the cinema by dignified, uplifting material, and once
there, they were not always seamlessly integrated in the social space of theaters, nor the new optical
pleasures of film viewing. In fact, Stamp argues that much about women's films and filmgoing in the
postnickelodeon years challenged, rather than served, the industry's drive for greater respectability.
White slave films, action-adventure serial dramas, and women's suffrage photoplays all drew female
audiences to the cinema with stories aimed directly at women's interests and with advertising
campaigns that specifically targeted female moviegoers. Yet these examples suggest that women's
patronage was built with stories focused on sexuality, sensational thrill-seeking, and feminist
agitation, topics not normally associated with ladylike gentility. And in each case concerns were
raised about women's conduct at cinemas and the viewing habits they enjoyed, demonstrating that
women's integration into motion picture culture was not as smooth as many have thought.

women s history movies: Home Movies Claire Jenkins, 2015-04-06 The American family has
long been at the centre of the typical Hollywood narrative. But the depiction of the nuclear family
within contemporary mainstream US cinema has not yet been closely studied. Home Movies
addresses this oversight by assessing recent cinematic representations of the family in terms of
cultural politics and representations of gender, sexuality, race and class. Focusing on a diverse
range of popular films - from Meet the Parents to The Incredibles - Claire Jenkins analyses the
father-daughter relationship within sequels and series; Meryl Streep's embodiment of the mother;
the superhero family and extraordinary manifestations of the ordinary family; disaster films which
depict the president as father; 'mom-coms' and Hollywood's representations of the non-traditional
family. She combines film studies, gender studies and family history to demonstrate the complexities
of Hollywood's family values.

women s history movies: Doing Women's History in Public Heather Huyck, 2020-04-05 A
complete guide to interpreting women'’s history. Women'’s history is everywhere, not only in historic
house museums named for women but also in homes named for famous men, museums of every
conceivable kind, forts and battlefields, even ships, mines, and in buckets. Women's history while
present at every museum and historic site remains less fully interpreted in spite of decades of




vibrant and expansive scholarship. Doing Women'’s History in Public: A Handbook for Interpretation
at Museums and Historic Sites connects that scholarship with the tangible resources and the
sensuality that form museums and historic sites-- the objects, architecture and landscapes-- in ways
that encourage visitor fascination and understanding and center interpretation on the women active
in them. With numerous examples that focus on all women and girls, it appropriately includes
everyone, for women intersect with every other human group. This book provides arguments,
sources (written, oral, and visual), and tools for finding women'’s history, preserving it, and
interpreting it with the public. It uses the framework of Significance (importance), Knowledge Base
(research in primary, secondary, and tertiary sources), and Tangible Resources (the preserved
physical embodiment of history in objects, architecture, and landscapes). Discusses traditional and
technology-assisted interpretation and provides Tools to implement Doing Women'’s History in
Public. Using a hospitality model, museums and historic sites are the locales where we assemble,
learn from each other, and take our insights into a more gender-shared future.

women s history movies: Migrating to the Movies Jacqueline Najuma Stewart, 2005-03-28
The rise of cinema as the predominant American entertainment around the turn of the last century
coincided with the migration of hundreds of thousands of African Americans from the South to the
urban land of hope in the North. This richly illustrated book, discussing many early films and
illuminating black urban life in this period, is the first detailed look at the numerous early
relationships between African Americans and cinema. It investigates African American migrations
onto the screen, into the audience, and behind the camera, showing that African American urban
populations and cinema shaped each other in powerful ways. Focusing on Black film culture in
Chicago during the silent era, Migrating to the Movies begins with the earliest cinematic
representations of African Americans and concludes with the silent films of Oscar Micheaux and
other early race films made for Black audiences, discussing some of the extraordinary ways in which
African Americans staked their claim in cinema's development as an art and a cultural institution.

women s history movies: Women's History: Britain, 1850-1945 June Purvis, 2008

women s history movies: Daughters Of Canaan Margaret Ripley Wolfe, 2021-12-14 From Gone
with the Wind to Designing Women, images of southern females that emerge from fiction and film
tend to obscure the diversity of American women from below the Mason-Dixon line. In a work that
deftly lays bare a myriad of myths and stereotypes while presenting true stories of ambition, grit,
and endurance, Margaret Ripley Wolfe offers the first professional historical synthesis of southern
women's experiences across the centuries. In telling their story, she considers many ordinary
lives—those of Native-American, African-American, and white women from the Tidewater region and
Appalachia to the Mississippi Delta to the Gulf Coastal Plain, women whose varied economic and
social circumstances resist simple explanations. Wolfe examines critical eras, outstanding
personalities and groups—wives, mothers, pioneers, soldiers, suffragists, politicians, and civil rights
activists—and the impact of the passage of time and the pressure of historical forces on the region's
females. The historical southern woman, argues Wolfe, has operated under a number of handicaps,
bearing the full weight of southern history, mythology, and legend. Added to these have been the
limitations of being female in a patriarchal society and the constraining images of the southern belle
and her mentor, the southern lady. In addition, the specter of race has haunted all southern women.
Gender is a common denominator, but according to Wolfe, it does not transcend race, class, point of
view, or a host of other factors. Intrigued by the imagery as well as the irony of biblical stories and
southern history, Wolfe titles her work Daughters of Canaan. Canaan symbolizes promise, and for
activist women in particular the South has been about promise as much as fulfillment. General
readers and students of southern and women's history will be drawn to Wolfe's engrossing chronicle.

women s history movies: The Misogynistic Backlash Against Women-Strong Films Dana
Schowalter, Shannon Stevens, Daniel L. Horvath, 2021-11-29 This book is an exploration of the
political struggle for visibility engendered by the growing number of women-centered popular films
and a critical analysis of the intensifying misogynistic backlash that have accompanied such
advances in the depiction of women on screen. The book draws from a variety of theoretical and



methodological tools to provide critical cultural analysis and alternative readings of women-strong
films and their important role in society. The authors engage with popular culture and the popular
press, media studies, and rhetorical criticism examining new modes of communication while
providing historical context to help make sense of these oppositional readings. The book includes
case studies on Mad Max: Fury Road, Wonder Woman, Atomic Blonde, Star Wars, and Ghostbusters
to analyze critical responses, men’s-rights activist boycotting campaigns, online harassment, and the
political economy that precede and accompany the creation and presentation of these films. This is
an accessible and timely analysis of the rise of feminist-friendly and women-led films and the
inevitable counterculture of misogyny. It is suitable for students and researchers in Media and
Communication Studies, Gender and Media, and Cultural Studies.

women s history movies: Women’s History and Local Community in Postwar Japan Curtis
Anderson Gayle, 2013-01-11 Examines the emergence of women'’s history-writing groups in Japan.
Uses interviews conducted with founding members and analysis of primary documents and
publications by history-writing groups Will appeal to students and scholars of Japanese History,
Asian History, Women's Studies, Historiography and Marxism

women s history movies: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 1996

women s history movies: Feminists Who Changed America, 1963-1975 Barbara ]. Love,
2006-09-22 Documents the key feminists who ignited the second wave women's movement. This
work tells the stories of more than two thousand individual women and a few notable men who
together reignited the women's movement and made permanent changes to entrenched customs and
laws.

women s history movies: Journalism in the Movies Matthew C. Ehrlich, 2010-10-01 From
cynical portrayals like The Front Page to the nuanced complexity of All the President’s Men, and The
Insider, movies about journalists and journalism have been a go-to film genre since the medium's
early days. Often depicted as disrespectful, hard-drinking, scandal-mongering misfits, journalists
also receive Hollywood's frequent respect as an essential part of American life. Matthew C. Ehrlich
tells the story of how Hollywood has treated American journalism. Ehrlich argues that films have
relentlessly played off the image of the journalist as someone who sees through lies and hypocrisy,
sticks up for the little guy, and serves democracy. He also delves into the genre's always-evolving
myths and dualisms to analyze the tensions—hero and oppressor, objectivity and subjectivity, truth
and falsehood—that allow journalism films to examine conflicts in society at large.

women s history movies: Defending Marriage United States. Congress. House. Committee on
the Judiciary. Subcommittee on the Constitution, 2011

women s history movies: Women Labor Activists in the Movies Jennifer L. Borda,
2010-11-18 Some of the most indelible images of women in recent American film have been of
working women fighting for labor reform or to expose corporate corruption. This critical text
explores films with female labor activists as main protagonists, illuminating issues of gender and
class while depicting the challenges of working class women. Films covered include Salt of the
Earth, Pajama Game, Union Maids, With Babies and Banners, Norma Rae, Silkwood, and Live Nude
Girls Unite! Through comparative analysis, the text examines the responses of these films to the
labor and feminist movements of the last half century, and how American cinema has articulated
notions of disempowerment, ambivalence and, at times, the resistance of both women and the
working class at large.
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