wizard of oz political allegory

wizard of oz political allegory is a fascinating topic that explores the
deeper meanings behind L. Frank Baum’s iconic 1900 novel "The Wonderful
Wizard of 0z." While widely regarded as a beloved children’s story, many
scholars and historians interpret the narrative as a rich political allegory
reflecting the economic and social issues of late 19th-century America. The
story’s characters, events, and settings are believed to symbolize
significant political debates and movements of the time, particularly those
surrounding the Populist movement, monetary policy, and industrialization.
Understanding the wizard of oz political allegory offers insight into the
historical context of the Gilded Age and Progressive Era, shedding light on
the complex interplay between literature and politics. This article delves
into the key interpretations, symbolism, and controversies surrounding the
political allegory of The Wizard of 0z, providing a comprehensive overview
for readers interested in literary criticism and American history alike.
Below is a structured guide to the main aspects of the wizard of oz political
allegory.

Historical Context of The Wizard of 0z

Key Symbols and Characters in the Allegory

Monetary Policy and the Silver Question

Populism and Agrarian Politics

Industrialization and the Role of the Wizard

Criticism and Alternative Interpretations

Historical Context of The Wizard of 0z

The wizard of oz political allegory is deeply rooted in the economic and
political climate of the United States in the late 19th century. This period,
often referred to as the Gilded Age, was characterized by rapid
industrialization, economic disparity, and significant political unrest.
Farmers and laborers faced declining crop prices, mounting debts, and
perceived exploitation by banks and railroads. These challenges gave rise to
the Populist movement, which sought to challenge the established political
order and advocate for reforms such as the free coinage of silver to expand
the money supply. L. Frank Baum’s narrative, published in 1900, coincides
with the height of these debates, making it a fertile ground for allegorical
interpretations. The story’s fantastical elements are believed to mask
critiques of political figures and economic policies that dominated American



discourse at the time.

Key Symbols and Characters in the Allegory

The wizard of oz political allegory relies heavily on symbolic characters and
settings to convey its messages. Each character represents a particular
social or political group, while key elements of the story parallel real-
world issues and actors. This symbolic framework allows the novel to function
as a critique of contemporary politics under the guise of a children’s tale.

Dorothy as the American Everyman

Dorothy Gale, the protagonist, is often viewed as representing the average
American citizen, particularly the rural farming population. Her journey from
Kansas to 0z mirrors the struggles and hopes of ordinary people seeking
solutions to economic hardships.

The Scarecrow as the American Farmer

The Scarecrow symbolizes the American farmer, who was perceived as lacking
intelligence or political savvy by some but is shown in the story to possess
inherent wisdom and common sense. This character embodies the Populist belief
in the value of agrarian knowledge and the skepticism toward industrial
elites.

The Tin Man as the Industrial Worker

The Tin Man represents industrial workers, who suffered from harsh working
conditions and dehumanization. His rusting condition symbolizes the neglect
and exploitation experienced by laborers during rapid industrial growth.

The Cowardly Lion as William Jennings Bryan

The Cowardly Lion is often interpreted as William Jennings Bryan, the
prominent Populist and Democratic politician known for his powerful oratory
but criticized for lacking political courage in certain situations. His role
in the story reflects the political challenges faced by reformers.

The Yellow Brick Road and the Emerald City

The Yellow Brick Road is seen as the gold standard, the monetary system based
on gold, which was a central point of contention during the debates over
currency. The Emerald City represents Washington D.C., the political center



where illusions and false promises are made.

Monetary Policy and the Silver Question

One of the most significant aspects of the wizard of oz political allegory
pertains to monetary policy debates of the 1890s, particularly the
controversy over the gold standard versus bimetallism (the use of both gold
and silver to back currency). This debate was pivotal for farmers and debtors
who supported the free coinage of silver to inflate currency and ease their
financial burdens.

The Gold Standard as the Yellow Brick Road

The Yellow Brick Road’s representation of the gold standard symbolizes the
narrow path enforced by financial elites and banks, which many believed
limited economic opportunity and favored creditors. The road’s deceptive
allure parallels the promises made by proponents of the gold standard, which
ultimately led nowhere but the political “Emerald City.”

Silver as a Solution

The political push for silver coinage, championed by the Populists and
William Jennings Bryan, is reflected in the story’s alternative pathways and
the characters’ hopes for change. The allegory thus critiques the restrictive
monetary policies that disadvantaged much of the American populace.

Populism and Agrarian Politics

The wizard of oz political allegory is closely linked with the rise of
Populism, a political movement that sought to empower farmers and workers
against the dominance of industrialists and bankers. The narrative reflects
the movement’s ideals and frustrations through its depiction of characters
and plot elements.

Populist Themes in the Story

The themes of unity, empowerment, and challenging corrupt authority resonate
throughout the tale. Dorothy’s journey is symbolic of the Populist quest for
justice and reform, while the obstacles she faces mirror the political
resistance encountered by the movement.



Political Critique Through Characters

Characters such as the Wizard, who is ultimately revealed to be an ordinary
man using illusions, critique the deceptive nature of political leadership
and the failures of established politicians to address the needs of ordinary
citizens.

Industrialization and the Role of the Wizard

The wizard of oz political allegory also addresses the rapid
industrialization of America and its social consequences. The figure of the
Wizard is central to this critique, embodying the complex relationship
between authority, power, and illusion in politics.

The Wizard as a Symbol of Political Authority

The Wizard’s role as a powerful but ultimately fraudulent figure represents
politicians or industrial magnates who use rhetoric and spectacle to maintain
control. This character highlights themes of mistrust and disillusionment
with leadership.

Industrialization’s Impact on Characters

The Tin Man’s plight illustrates the dehumanizing effects of factory labor,
while the Scarecrow’s and Dorothy’s rural backgrounds contrast with the
urban-industrial setting of the Emerald City, underscoring the tensions
between agrarian and industrial America.

Criticism and Alternative Interpretations

While the wizard of oz political allegory is widely accepted among many
historians and literary critics, it is not without controversy. Some scholars
argue that Baum’s work was intended purely as children’s entertainment,
devoid of political intent. Others propose alternative readings focusing on
psychological, feminist, or cultural analyses.

Arguments Against the Political Allegory Theory

Critics note the lack of explicit evidence from Baum himself supporting the
allegory interpretation. They suggest that the story’s enduring popularity
stems from its imaginative storytelling rather than hidden political
messages.



Other Interpretative Lenses

Beyond politics, The Wizard of 0z has been examined through various
perspectives, including:

e Psychological interpretations exploring the characters’ traits as
aspects of human personality.

e Feminist critiques focusing on Dorothy’s role as a strong female
protagonist.

e Cultural analyses examining the story’s impact on American folklore and
identity.

These alternative readings enrich the understanding of the text but do not
necessarily negate the validity of the political allegory interpretation.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the political allegory behind The Wizard of
0z?

The Wizard of 0z is often interpreted as a political allegory for the
economic and political issues in the United States during the late 19th and

early 20th centuries, particularly relating to the Populist movement and
debates over monetary policy.

Who is believed to be represented by the character
of the Scarecrow in The Wizard of 0z?

The Scarecrow is commonly thought to represent American farmers, who were
perceived as lacking intelligence or political power but were actually quite
resourceful and significant to the economy.

What does the Tin Man symbolize in the political
allegory of The Wizard of 0z?

The Tin Man is often interpreted as a symbol of industrial workers,
especially those affected by industrialization and dehumanization, who were
seen as emotionally 'rusted' or hardened by harsh labor conditions.

How does the Yellow Brick Road relate to the
political themes in The Wizard of 0z?

The Yellow Brick Road is believed to symbolize the gold standard, which was a



contentious monetary policy issue at the time, with many Populists advocating
for bimetallism or silver coinage to inflate currency and ease debt.

What does the Emerald City represent in the allegory
of The Wizard of 0z?

The Emerald City is often interpreted as Washington D.C., the political
center of the United States, portrayed as a place of illusion and false
promises, much like the Wizard himself.

Is the Wizard in The Wizard of 0z a metaphor for any
political figure?

Yes, the Wizard is thought to represent politicians or leaders who present
themselves as powerful and knowledgeable but are ultimately revealed to be
ordinary individuals using tricks and deception.

How does Dorothy's journey reflect the Populist
movement's goals?

Dorothy's journey represents the struggle of ordinary Americans seeking
solutions to economic hardship, unity among different groups (farmers,
workers, intellectuals), and the hope for political change and empowerment.

Why is The Wizard of 0z considered a useful tool for
understanding American political history?

Because it uses vivid characters and a compelling story to encapsulate
complex political and economic debates of its time, The Wizard of 0z serves
as an accessible allegory for the Populist era and monetary policy struggles
in late 19th-century America.

Additional Resources

1. The Wizard of 0z as a Political Allegory: Unveiling the Hidden Messages
This book explores the widely accepted interpretation of L. Frank Baum’s
classic as a reflection of late 19th-century American politics. It delves
into the symbolism behind the characters and plot, linking them to the
Populist movement, monetary policy debates, and political figures of the era.
Readers gain insight into how the fantasy story served as a commentary on
real-world issues.

2. Populism and the Yellow Brick Road: Political Symbolism in The Wizard of
0z

Focusing on the Populist movement, this text analyzes how the elements of
Baum’s story correspond to the struggles of farmers and common people during
the 1890s. It discusses the allegorical meanings behind the Tin Man,



Scarecrow, and Cowardly Lion, connecting each character to political
ideologies and leaders. The book offers a detailed look at how literature can
reflect political sentiment.

3. Monetary Metaphors: The Wizard of 0z and the Free Silver Debate

This study highlights the economic aspects embedded in the narrative,
particularly the conflict over gold and silver standards in U.S. monetary
policy. It interprets the Yellow Brick Road and the Emerald City as symbols
of gold and greenback currency debates. The book provides a nuanced
understanding of how Baum’s story mirrored contemporary financial
controversies.

4. Political Characters in 0z: An Allegorical Examination

This work provides a character-by-character analysis, suggesting that figures
like the Wicked Witch and the Wizard symbolize specific political entities
and leaders of the 1890s. It unpacks the motivations and traits of 0z’s
inhabitants as reflections of political ideologies, making the novel a rich
source for allegorical interpretation. The book encourages readers to
reconsider the tale through a political lens.

5. The Wizard of 0z and American Populism: A Historical Perspective
Offering historical context, this book situates Baum’s work within the
broader framework of American Populism and its challenges. It examines how
the novel captures the hopes, fears, and frustrations of the era’s agrarian
movements. The narrative is framed as both a product and critique of its
political environment.

6. Emerald City Politics: Power and Illusion in The Wizard of 0z

This book investigates the theme of political power and deception, focusing
on the Wizard’s role as a symbol of political leadership and manipulation. It
discusses how the illusion of power is portrayed through the story and what
that suggests about governance and political authority. The analysis extends
to the broader implications for understanding political charisma and
legitimacy.

7. From Kansas to Capitol Hill: The Wizard of 0z as Political Commentary
Tracing the journey of Dorothy and her companions as a metaphor for political
struggles, this book connects the narrative to the socio-political climate of
the United States in the 1890s. It discusses the challenges faced by ordinary
citizens and the search for solutions within a complex political system. The
text highlights the enduring relevance of Baum’s allegory in modern political
discourse.

8. The Silver Shoes and the Gold Standard: Economic Allegory in 0z

This book focuses specifically on the symbolism of Dorothy’s silver shoes
(changed to ruby in the film) and their relation to the Free Silver movement.
It contrasts the economic ideologies represented in the novel and examines
how Baum’s work critiques or supports these ideas. Readers gain a deeper
appreciation of the intersection between literature and economic policy
debates.



9. Decoding 0z: Political Allegory and Social Critique in The Wizard of 0z

A comprehensive examination of the novel’s layers of meaning, this text
explores how Baum used fantasy to critique social and political issues of his
time. It covers themes such as populism, economic reform, and political
leadership, offering a multidisciplinary approach to understanding the
story’s allegorical dimensions. The book is ideal for those interested in
literary analysis, history, and political science.
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wizard of oz political allegory: Historical Perspectives on the American Economy Robert
Whaples, Dianne C. Betts, 1995-05-26 This book is a student reader of the key topics in American
economic history.

wizard of oz political allegory: The Wonderful Wizard of Oz as a Political and Economic
Allegory Sontje Neldner, 2020-07-14 Seminar paper from the year 2016 in the subject English
Language and Literature Studies - Literature, grade: 1,3, University of Cologne, language: English,
abstract: When Lyman Frank Baum wrote and published his fairy tale The Wonderful Wizard of Oz in
1900, he might not have known this would be the start of several books about the marvellous world
of OZ. However, the story about the little girl named Dorothy, who accidentally lands in Oz and tries
to return to Kansas, is the most popular of the Oz books. Nevertheless, by focussing on the land of
Oz and its analysis it is indispensable to concentrate on The Wonderful Land of Oz, The Emerald City
of Oz and other books, as well. L. Frank Baum always disclaimed that there is a deeper meaning
behind The Wonderful Wizard of Oz and declared: “The story was written solely to pleasure children
of today.” (Littlefield 1964: 58). Moreover, L. Frank Baum “never allowed the consistency of the
allegory to take precedence over the theme of youthful entertainment” (Littlefield 1964: 58). Thus
maybe, The Wonderful Wizard of Oz is well known all over the world and in every age as one of the
most famous American folklore. Nonetheless, there are some allegories that can be seen and
interpreted by reading the Oz books. At first, there is a political aspect including the time in which L.
Frank Baum grew up, the places where he lived and the political view he had, even though he had
never declared his political attitude. In addition, The Wonderful Wizard of Oz can be interpreted in
an economic way, connected to L. Frank Baum's history, as well. Hugh Rockoff, Professor of
Economics at Rutgers University, (1990: 739) claims that the book is “a sophisticated commentary
on the political and economic debates of the Populist Era.” However, some people, for example
Bradley A. Hansen, (2002: 257ff.) disagree with the position that there are any allegories in Baum's
Oz books. Nevertheless, these interpretations are just a few options of analysing The Wonderful
Wizard of Oz but they form the most important aspects to have a focus on.

wizard of oz political allegory: The Historian's Wizard of Oz Ranjit S. Dighe, 2002-06-30 The
Historian's Wizard of Oz synthesizes four decades of scholarly interpretations of L. Frank Baum's
classic children's novel as an allegory of the Gilded Age political economy and a comment on the
gold standard. The heart of the book is an annotated version of The Wizard of Oz that highlights the
possible political and monetary symbolism in the book by relating characters, settings, and incidents
in it to the historical events and figures of the 1890s, the decade in which Baum wrote his story.
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Dighe simultaneously values the leading political interpretations of Oz as useful and creative
teaching tools, and consolidates them in a sympathetic fashion; yet he rejects the commonly held,
and by now well-debunked, view that those interpretations reflect Baum's likely motivations in
writing the book. The result is a unique way for readers to acquaint themselves with a classic of
children's literature that is a bit different and darker than the better-known film version. Students of
history and economics will find two great stories: the dramatic rise and fall of monetary populism
and William Jennings Bryan and the original rendering of a childhood story that they know and love.
This study draws on several worthy versions of the Oz-as-Populist-parable thesis, but it also
separates the reading of Baum's book in this manner from Baum's original intentions. Despite an
incongruence with Baum's intent, reading the story as a parable continues to provide a remarkable
window into the historical events of the 1890s and, thus, constitutes a tremendous teaching tool for
historians, economists, and political scientists. Dighe also includes a primer on gold, silver, and the
American monetary system, as well as a brief history of the Populist movement.

wizard of oz political allegory: The Wizard of Oz Encyclopedia BookCaps Study Guides
Staff, 2012-08-13 The Wizard of Oz series is 14 books long; it includes hundreds of characters, plots,
and settings. It's easy to forget whose who or what happened. Let BookCaps help with this detailed
encyclopedia of Oz. The book gives you a glimpse of Oz's geography, defense system and politics; it
also gives a pre-history of how Oz came to be, and gives character summaries for every important
character. We all need refreshers every now and then. Whether you are a student trying to cram for
that big final, or someone just trying to understand a book more, BookCaps can help. We are a small,
but growing company, and are adding titles every month.

wizard of oz political allegory: The Complete Wizard of Oz (Includes Encyclopedia of Oz and
Biography of .. Frank Baum) Bookcaps, L. Frank Baum, 2016-04-18 The book gives you a glimpse of
Oz's geography, defense system and politics; it also gives a pre-history of how Oz came to be, and
gives character summaries for every important character.

wizard of oz political allegory: Film Criticism, the Cold War, and the Blacklist Jeff Smith,
2014-03-26 Film Criticism, the Cold War, and the Blacklist examines the long-term reception of
several key American films released during the postwar period, focusing on the two main critical
lenses used in the interpretation of these films: propaganda and allegory. Produced in response to
the hearings held by the House Committee on Un-American Activities (HUAC) that resulted in the
Hollywood blacklist, these films’ ideological message and rhetorical effectiveness was often muddled
by the inherent difficulties in dramatizing villains defined by their thoughts and belief systems rather
than their actions. Whereas anti-Communist propaganda films offered explicit political exhortation,
allegory was the preferred vehicle for veiled or hidden political comment in many police
procedurals, historical films, Westerns, and science fiction films. Jeff Smith examines the way that
particular heuristics, such as the mental availability of exemplars and the effects of framing, have
encouraged critics to match filmic elements to contemporaneous historical events, persons, and
policies. In charting the development of these particular readings, Film Criticism, the Cold War, and
the Blacklist features case studies of many canonical Cold War titles, including The Red Menace, On
the Waterfront, The Robe, High Noon, and Invasion of the Body Snatchers.

wizard of oz political allegory: Wizard of Oz Ben Nussbaum, 2014-10-21 A celebration of the
75th anniversary of the Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer movie musical, this new book The Wizard of Oz offers
a rare glimpse into the creation of the classic film, its creator L. Frank Baum, the Academy
Award-winning score, the leading lady, and the Oz phenomenon that continues to captivate the
world. Although Oz creator L. Frank Baum died twenty years prior to the release of MGM's
celebrated film, his fascinating career and story, as told in this new book, will surprise even the most
devoted Oz fans. Prior to MGM's 1939 release of the movie, Baum's book was featured as a
Broadway musical, with songs by the justifiably forgotten Fred R. Hamlin, and two bizarre silent
movies. The enduring appeal and lasting influence of The Wizard of Oz are discussed in a special
chapter by creator's great-grandson Roger Baum. The Wizard of Oz will lead the reader down the
proverbial yellow brick road to discover: The seven flawless decisions MGM made to adapt Baum's




sprawling children's book into a movie musical. The groundbreaking moviemaking techniques,
MGM's second full-length Technicolor film. The surprising story behind Harold Arlen and E.Y.
Harburg's superlative score, which includes Over the Rainbow, considered the greatest movie song
of all time. How Judy Garland won Dorothy, her most enduring role, after 20th Century Fox refused
to loan Shirley Temple to MGM. The birth of film's greatest canine star, Cairn Terrier, Terry, as
Dorothy's little dog Toto. The many everyday Oz expressions that come from the most oft-quoted
movie of all time How the Wicked Witch of the West (renamed her Elphaba after Oz creator's
initials) was remade for good in Broadway's Oz prequel Wicked. This celebration of the iconic film is
a must-have for all Wizard of Oz lovers.

wizard of oz political allegory: The Universe of Oz Kevin K. Durand, Mary K. Leigh,
2010-03-08 The Wizard of Oz has captured the imagination of the public since publication of L.
Frank Baum's first book of the series in 1900. Oz has shaped the way we read children's literature,
view motion pictures and experience musicals. Oz has captured the scholarly imagination as well.
The seventeen essays in this book address numerous questions of the boundaries between literature,
film, and stage--and these have become essential to Oz scholarship. Together the essays explore the
ways in which Oz tells us much about ourselves, our society, and our journeys.

wizard of oz political allegory: Paranormal Apocalypse: Is This How It Ends? Maxim W. Furek,
2025-09-25 What if our obsession with the end times reveals something extraordinary about human
nature? From a forgotten 1969 song that predicted our technological nightmare to the mysterious
drone swarms of 2024, something dark threads through human consciousness—an inexplicable
attraction to our own destruction. The Secret Psychology of Doomsday Why did a simple folk song
about the year 2525 become a massive hit during the Summer of Love? What drives ordinary people
to abandon everything and follow apocalyptic cult leaders? And why can't we look away when the
world seems to be ending? Author Maxim W. Furek has uncovered a hidden pattern—a psychological
phenomenon he calls Apocalyptic Awe that explains everything from ancient prophecies to modern
conspiracy theories, from Hollywood blockbusters to political movements. The Questions That Will
Haunt You: What did H.P. Lovecraft see coming that we're only now discovering? Why do the same
apocalyptic fears resurface generation after generation, just wearing different masks? How are
online rabbit holes weaponizing humanity's oldest anxieties? What connects the Four Horsemen of
the Apocalypse to your social media feed? The Dark Discovery Through shocking case studies—from
Jonestown to January 6th, from nuclear panic to Al anxiety—Furek reveals how apocalyptic thinking
isn't just shaping our entertainment and politics. It's rewiring our brains. But here's the twist:
understanding this hidden force might be the key to our survival. Some truths about human nature
can only be found in humanity's darkest fantasies. The Bridge Between Worlds Why do the
paranormal and apocalyptic thinking always appear together? Why do UFO sightings spike during
social upheaval? What's the real connection between ghost stories and global catastrophe? The
answers will change how you see everything—from the news to your nightmares. Ready to discover
what your fascination with the end times says about you? Paranormal Apocalypse isn't just about
predicting the future—it's about understanding the hidden forces already shaping it. Some patterns
can't be unseen.

wizard of oz political allegory: Posthumanism and Literary Insights: A Critical
Introduction Nikhilesh Dhar, Bapin Mallick, 2025-08-29 The volume delves into the provocative
terrain of escape as a mode of resistance. Through a diverse array of studies encompassing political
theology and artificial intelligence, the author navigates the philosophical landscape of exiting
established forms of knowledge and practices. Drawing from a rich tapestry of Western
thought—from Carl Schmitt and St. Augustine to Bernard Stiegler and Antonio Negri—the volume
engages deeply with the notion of forging new pathways beyond existing political paradigms. The
chapters present a fresh perspective on the dynamics of political transformation, urging readers to
reconsider conventional boundaries and embrace innovative approaches to social change. By
examining the intersections of philosophy, politics, and technology, it invites readers to contemplate
profound questions about liberation, creativity, and the potential for radical societal renewal. It is an



essential reading for scholars, activists, and anyone intrigued by the philosophical underpinnings of
resistance and the quest for new horizons in political theory and practice.

wizard of oz political allegory: Politics and Politicians in American Film Phillip L. Gianos,
1998-01-26 Films have been a part of U.S. society for a century—a source of great enjoyment for the
audience and of great profit to filmmakers. How does a mass entertainment medium deal with some
of the great sources of dramatic real-life political and economic conflict—the Great Depression, the
Cold War—in a way that attracts an audience without making it angry? How does an industry, which
has from its beginnings been the subject of attacks from social, political and religious groups deal
with political issues and conflicts? This book is an attempt to examine these questions; it is also an
examination of some of the greatest and most interesting American films ever made—westerns,
gangster films, comedies, war films, satires, and film biographies—to see what American films say
about politics and politicians, and what these films, in turn, say about the audience for which they
were produced.

wizard of oz political allegory: Reelpolitik Ideologies in American Political Film Beverly
Merrill Kelley, 2012-03-22 In Reelpolitik Ideologies in American Political Film, Beverly Merrill Kelley
examines more than a century of political movie history, providing a thorough historical background
for diametrically opposed political ideologies in order to facilitate debate and dialectical learning.
Kelley explores 185 American political movies (categorized by ideological themes and presented in
chronological order) in order to illustrate the history of film as well as the history of the specific
political ideology. Each chapter includes a case study which provides an in-depth analysis of the
single film that best illustrates the ideology at hand, including: The Candidate (populism), Wall
Street (elitism), The Godfather (fascism), All the President's Men (anti-fascism), Patton
(interventionism), and M*A*S*H (isolationism). Reelpolitik Ideologies in American Political Film
establishes a paradigmatic analysis of political films that details the cyclical nature of ideological
dialectic throughout American history and identifies the values, attitudes, and beliefs of the voters
who choose not to affiliate with Republicans and Democrats, and who often determine the outcomes
of elections. The text also includes an extensive ideological filmology spanning more than 100 years
of American cinema. This study represents a bold investigation of the political and social values of
American film, and is an essential text in the study of the relationship between culture and politics.

wizard of oz political allegory: The Wizard of Oz FAQ David ]. Hogan, 2014-06-01 (FAQ). The
Wizard of Oz FAQ is a fact-filled celebration of the beloved 1939 fantasy masterpiece starring Judy
Garland. It's all here from L. Frank Baum and his Oz novels to the complete background story of the
movie's conception, development, and shoot, with special attention given to the little-known parade
of uncredited directors, casting difficulties, and on-set accidents and gaffes, as well as more than 75
sidebars devoted to key cast members, directors, and other behind-the-scenes personnel. You'll find
a wealth of fun facts: How MGM overworked Judy Garland before, during, and after Oz; why director
Victor Fleming had his hands full with the Cowardly Lion and Dorothy's other friends; what it was
about Toto that really bothered Judy; the physical horrors of filming in Technicolor; the racial Oz gag
that was scripted but never shot; when the Wicked Witch was going to be beautiful; why The Wizard
of Oz owes a lot to silent-screen star Mary Pickford; the story of deleted scenes, and a full two weeks
of shooting that had to be scrapped; why MGM star Mickey Rooney was part of the movie's traveling
publicity blitz; how the Wicked Witch was literally blown off her broomstick one day; the place
where lions, tigers, and bears really do live together; singers you hear but never see; the day MGM
fired Judy Garland; and much more. Just follow the yellow brick road!

wizard of oz political allegory: Interpreting the Parables Craig L. Blomberg, 2012-07-16 Craig
Blomberg surveys the contemporary critical approaches to the parables--including those that have
emerged in the twenty years since the first edition. This widely used text has taken a minority
perspective and made it mainstream, with Blomberg ably defending a limited allegorical approach
and offering brief interpretations of all the major parables.

wizard of oz political allegory: In the Public Domain Lori Cox Han, Diane ]J. Heith,
2012-02-01 The public presidency—how presidents rely on the mass media, public opinion, and




various communication strategies—has become an increasingly important aspect of presidential
governance and leadership during the past two decades. In the Public Domain gathers together
noted presidency and communication scholars to explore the relationship between the president and
the American public, the current state of the public presidency, and the challenges that recent
presidents have faced in developing an effective means of communicating and maintaining a strong
presidential image. Specific topics include: how presidents use public leadership to pursue their
policy goals and objectives; the importance of public opinion, rhetorical strategies, and public
activities; external factors such as party politics and news media coverage; the cultivation of
presidential legacy; and access to documents in presidential libraries.

wizard of oz political allegory: The Mythical West Richard W. Slatta, 2001-11-20 This
cultural journey down memory lane showcases how major Western figures, events, and places have
been portrayed in folk legends, art, literature, and popular culture. Ever since the days of the 49ers
and George Armstrong Custer, the Old West has been America's most potent source of legend. But it
is sometimes hard to separate fact from fiction. Did you know, for example, that Annie Oakley was a
talented marksman who shot an estimated 40,000 rounds per year while practicing and performing
for Buffalo Bill Cody's Wild West Show in the late 1800s? Or that many interpreters believe that The
Wonderful Wizard of Oz is not just a fairy tale, but also a Populist allegory? These are just two of the
folk legends dissected and examined in this veritable cultural geography. The volume covers
everything from billionaire Howard Hughes and composer Aaron Copeland to Aztlan (the legendary
first city of the Aztecs) and Area 51, the top-secret U.S. Air Force base at Groom Lake, Nevada, that
has fascinated UFO and conspiracy buffs.

wizard of oz political allegory: America's Film Legacy Daniel Eagan, 2010-01-01 Collection of
the five hundred films that have been selected, to date, for preservation by the National Film
Preservation Board, and are thereby listed in the National Film Registry.

wizard of oz political allegory: New Approaches to Ernst Lubitsch Brigitte Peucker, Ido Lewit,
2025-10-01 This exciting collection of unpublished essays on Ernst Lubitsch addresses multiple gaps
in scholarly and critical engagement with the director. His understudied early German films shed
light on Jewish culture, on the relation of comedy to gender and the influence of theatre on his
filmmaking. The popular historical epics brought Lubitsch an invitation to Hollywood in 1922. There,
Lubitsch helped develop the film musical and notably contributed to the genre of Hollywood
romantic comedy. The well-known scholars—film historians, archivists, and theorists—whose essays
appear in this volume expand our knowledge of the set designers, actors, directors and members of
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