
wizard comic book guide
wizard comic book guide serves as an essential resource for enthusiasts and
collectors interested in exploring the fascinating world of wizard-themed
comics. This guide covers the origins, key characters, popular series, and
collecting tips associated with wizard comic books. Whether you are a
seasoned fan or new to the genre, understanding the history and nuances of
wizard comics enhances your appreciation and knowledge. The guide also
highlights influential publishers and creators who have shaped the wizard
comic book landscape over the years. Additionally, insights into storytelling
elements and the magical themes prevalent in these comics provide a
comprehensive understanding of their appeal. This detailed overview paves the
way for readers to delve deeper into the genre with confidence and
enthusiasm. Below is the table of contents outlining the main sections of
this wizard comic book guide.
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Iconic Wizard Characters in Comics

Popular Wizard Comic Book Series

Key Publishers and Creators of Wizard Comics

Collecting Wizard Comic Books

Storytelling and Themes in Wizard Comics

History and Origins of Wizard Comic Books
The history of wizard comic books dates back to the early days of comic
storytelling, where magic and fantasy elements captured the imagination of
readers. Wizards have long been a staple in folklore and mythology, and their
incorporation into comic books brought these mystical characters into modern
popular culture. Early wizard comics drew inspiration from classic
literature, fairy tales, and mythological traditions, blending them with
visual storytelling to create unique narratives. Over time, the genre evolved
to include a variety of styles, from dark fantasy to lighthearted adventures.
Understanding the origins of wizard comic books provides insight into their
enduring popularity and cultural significance in the comic book industry.

Early Influences and Inspirations
The earliest wizard comic books were heavily influenced by traditional



fantasy literature and stage magic. Characters resembling wizards appeared in
serialized comic strips and pulp magazines, laying the groundwork for more
complex portrayals. These early stories often featured wizards as wise
mentors, powerful sorcerers, or mysterious figures wielding arcane knowledge.
The influence of authors such as J.R.R. Tolkien and C.S. Lewis can be seen in
the thematic development of wizard characters and magical worlds within
comics.

Evolution of the Genre
As comic books matured as a medium, the depiction of wizards expanded to
include a wider range of personalities and backgrounds. From heroic
protagonists to enigmatic antagonists, wizard characters became central to
many storylines. The genre also embraced diverse artistic styles and
narrative techniques, reflecting broader trends in comics. This evolution
allowed wizard comics to appeal to multiple generations of readers and to
adapt to changing tastes and cultural contexts.

Iconic Wizard Characters in Comics
Wizard comic books feature a rich array of characters who have become iconic
within the fantasy genre. These characters often embody archetypal traits
such as wisdom, power, and mystery, making them compelling figures in comic
narratives. Recognizing the most influential wizard characters helps readers
appreciate the depth and variety found in wizard-themed comics.

Merlin
Merlin, the legendary wizard of Arthurian lore, is one of the most frequently
depicted wizard figures in comics. His portrayal varies from a benevolent
guide to a powerful magician with ambiguous motives. Merlin's presence in
comics often serves to connect modern stories with classical mythology and
medieval fantasy traditions.

Doctor Strange
Doctor Strange, a Marvel Comics creation, is a quintessential modern wizard
character. Known as the Sorcerer Supreme, he protects Earth from mystical
threats using his mastery of magic and the occult. Doctor Strange's complex
personality and visually stunning magical abilities have made him a popular
and enduring figure in wizard comic books.



Other Notable Wizards
Beyond Merlin and Doctor Strange, the wizard comic book genre includes
characters such as Zatanna from DC Comics, the Scarlet Witch, and various
original creations in independent and fantasy comics. Each character brings
unique magical skills and narrative roles, enriching the genre's diversity.

Popular Wizard Comic Book Series
Several comic book series have prominently featured wizards, becoming
landmarks in the genre. These series explore magical realms, epic battles,
and complex characters, attracting dedicated fanbases. Understanding the
standout series in the wizard comic book field provides a roadmap for readers
seeking quality storytelling centered on magic and wizardry.

Doctor Strange Series
The Doctor Strange series is a flagship title in wizard comics, offering
intricate plots that blend mysticism, horror, and superhero elements.
Multiple volumes and runs by acclaimed writers and artists have expanded the
character's mythos and introduced numerous magical artifacts and villains.

The Books of Magic
Published by DC Comics, The Books of Magic follows a young boy named Tim
Hunter, destined to become the greatest wizard. This series explores themes
of destiny, power, and the responsibilities of magic, weaving a rich tapestry
of fantasy characters and lore.

Other Noteworthy Series
Additional series such as "Fables," which incorporates magical beings
including wizards, and "The Magicians," adapted from the popular novels,
contribute to the wizard comic book genre. Independent comics also offer
fresh takes on wizardry with innovative storytelling and artwork.

Key Publishers and Creators of Wizard Comics
Several publishers and creators have been instrumental in developing and
popularizing wizard comic books. Their contributions have shaped the genre’s
direction, style, and thematic depth. Recognizing these figures aids in
understanding the creative forces behind wizard comics.



Major Publishers
Marvel and DC Comics are the two dominant publishers in the wizard comic book
market, responsible for iconic characters such as Doctor Strange and Zatanna.
Their extensive catalogs and wide distribution have introduced wizard stories
to mainstream audiences. Additionally, independent publishers like Dark Horse
Comics and Boom! Studios have brought innovative and diverse wizard
narratives to the forefront.

Influential Creators
Writers and artists such as Steve Ditko, creator of Doctor Strange, Neil
Gaiman, known for The Books of Magic, and Jim Lee have made significant
contributions to the wizard comic book genre. Their work combines compelling
storytelling with dynamic visuals, elevating the portrayal of magic and
wizards in comics.

Collecting Wizard Comic Books
Collecting wizard comic books is a popular pursuit among fans and investors
alike. The unique themes, iconic characters, and artistic value make these
comics highly sought after. This section provides practical advice and key
considerations for assembling a valuable and enjoyable collection.

Identifying Valuable Issues
Certain wizard comic books are prized for their rarity, historical
significance, or first appearances of major characters. Factors such as cover
art, condition, and edition can greatly influence a comic’s value. Collectors
should research market trends and grading standards to make informed
acquisitions.

Storage and Preservation Tips
Proper storage is essential to maintain the condition of wizard comic books.
Use acid-free bags and boards, store comics upright in a cool, dry
environment, and avoid exposure to direct sunlight. These practices help
preserve the comics' integrity and enhance their longevity.

Building a Thematic Collection
Collectors may choose to focus on specific characters, series, or eras within
the wizard comic book genre. Creating a thematic collection allows for a more
curated and meaningful assortment, reflecting personal interests and



historical developments in wizard comics.

Storytelling and Themes in Wizard Comics
Wizard comic books often explore rich themes related to magic, morality,
power, and the supernatural. The storytelling techniques employed enhance the
immersive experience, engaging readers with complex characters and
imaginative worlds. This section examines the narrative elements that define
wizard comics.

Common Themes
Themes such as the struggle between good and evil, the quest for knowledge,
and the consequences of wielding great power are prevalent in wizard comic
books. These stories frequently address ethical dilemmas and the balance
between destiny and free will, resonating with readers on multiple levels.

Visual and Narrative Techniques
Illustrations in wizard comics often use vibrant colors, mystical symbols,
and dynamic layouts to convey magical effects and atmospheric settings.
Narratively, the use of flashbacks, multiple perspectives, and mythological
references enriches the storytelling, creating layered and engaging plots.

Impact on Popular Culture
Wizard comic books have significantly influenced broader pop culture,
inspiring films, television shows, and video games. Their blend of fantasy
and adventure continues to captivate audiences, reinforcing the enduring
appeal of wizard characters and magical storytelling.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Wizard comic book guide?
The Wizard comic book guide is a comprehensive reference book that provides
detailed information, reviews, and price guides for comic books, helping
collectors and fans understand the value and history of various titles.

Who publishes the Wizard comic book guide?
The Wizard comic book guide was originally published by Wizard Entertainment,
a company known for its magazines and publications dedicated to comic books



and pop culture.

Is the Wizard comic book guide still relevant for
comic book collectors today?
While the Wizard comic book guide was highly popular in the 1990s and early
2000s, its print editions are no longer published; however, it remains a
valuable historical resource, and many collectors now rely on online
databases and updated price guides.

What kind of information can I find in a Wizard
comic book guide?
The guide typically includes comic book issue summaries, character
biographies, creator credits, market values, rarity ratings, and editorial
reviews, making it a useful tool for collectors and enthusiasts.

Where can I find copies of the Wizard comic book
guide?
Copies of the Wizard comic book guide can often be found on online
marketplaces like eBay, in comic book stores, or through libraries and
collectors specializing in comic book history and reference materials.

Additional Resources
1. The Ultimate Wizard Comic Book Guide
This comprehensive guide explores the magical realms of wizard-themed comic
books, offering readers detailed analyses of iconic characters, story arcs,
and artistic styles. It serves as both an introduction for newcomers and a
deep dive for seasoned fans, featuring interviews with creators and behind-
the-scenes insights. The book also highlights lesser-known titles, expanding
the reader’s appreciation of the genre.

2. Spellbound Panels: A Journey Through Wizard Comics
Spellbound Panels takes readers on an enchanting journey through the history
and evolution of wizard comics. From classic sorcerers to modern-day magic
wielders, this book traces how the genre has adapted over time. Richly
illustrated and packed with fascinating trivia, it’s a must-have for anyone
interested in the intersection of magic and graphic storytelling.

3. Arcane Artistry: The Visual Magic of Wizard Comics
Focusing on the artistic elements of wizard comics, Arcane Artistry showcases
stunning artwork from various publishers and artists. It delves into the
design of magical creatures, spell effects, and mystical landscapes that
bring these stories to life. The book also discusses techniques used to
convey enchantment and power visually, making it a valuable resource for



artists and fans alike.

4. Masters of Magic: Iconic Wizards in Comic Books
This book profiles some of the most memorable wizard characters in comic book
history, exploring their origins, powers, and impact on the genre. From
ancient sorcerers to contemporary spellcasters, each chapter provides
character studies paired with key storylines. It also examines how these
characters reflect cultural attitudes towards magic and heroism.

5. Enchanted Panels: Storytelling in Wizard Comics
Enchanted Panels investigates how narrative techniques are employed in wizard
comics to create compelling and immersive experiences. The book covers
pacing, dialogue, and the integration of magical lore into plot development.
It also includes case studies of landmark comic series that have set
storytelling standards within the fantasy genre.

6. Wizardry and Wonder: The Evolution of Magic in Comics
Tracing the portrayal of magic from early comic strips to contemporary
graphic novels, this book highlights key trends and shifts in wizard
storytelling. It examines how societal changes and technological advances
have influenced the depiction of magical themes. The book also discusses the
blending of traditional wizard archetypes with new, innovative concepts.

7. Spellcasters Unleashed: Women Wizards in Comics
This title shines a spotlight on female wizards and sorceresses in comic
books, exploring their roles, character development, and representation. It
challenges stereotypes and celebrates the diversity and strength of female
magical characters. Through interviews and critical essays, the book
advocates for greater inclusion and nuanced portrayals in the genre.

8. Magic & Mayhem: Villainous Wizards in Comic Lore
Magic & Mayhem delves into the dark side of wizardry, profiling villainous
spellcasters who have shaped comic book conflicts. It analyzes their
motivations, powers, and the narrative importance of antagonistic magic
users. The book also explores how these characters embody fears and
fascinations surrounding magic and power.

9. The Spellbook Compendium: A Catalog of Wizard Comics
This extensive catalog compiles a wide range of wizard-themed comics, from
mainstream hits to indie gems. Organized by publisher, theme, and era, it
serves as both a reference and a discovery tool for fans and collectors. Each
entry includes summaries, creator information, and recommendations, making it
an indispensable resource for exploring magical comic worlds.
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  wizard comic book guide: Wizard, 1997 Yearbook and Comic Jon R. Warren, 1999-01-01
  wizard comic book guide: Icons of the American Comic Book Randy Duncan, Matthew J.
Smith, 2013-01-29 This book explores how the heroes and villains of popular comic books—and the
creators of these icons of our culture—reflect the American experience out of which they sprang,
and how they have achieved relevance by adapting to, and perhaps influencing, the evolving
American character. Multiple generations have thrilled to the exploits of the heroes and villains of
American comic books. These imaginary characters permeate our culture—even Americans who
have never read a comic book grasp what the most well-known examples represent. But these comic
book characters, and their creators, do more than simply thrill: they make us consider who we are
and who we aspire to be. Icons of the American Comic Book: From Captain America to Wonder
Woman contains 100 entries that provide historical background, explore the impact of the
comic-book character on American culture, and summarize what is iconic about the subject of the
entry. Each entry also lists essential works, suggests further readings, and contains at least one
sidebar that provides entertaining and often quirky insight not covered in the main entry. This
two-volume work examines fascinating subjects, such as how the superhero concept embodied the
essence of American culture in the 1930s; and the ways in which comic book icons have evolved to
reflect changing circumstances, values, and attitudes regarding cultural diversity. The book's
coverage extends beyond just characters, as it also includes entries devoted to creators, publishers,
titles, and even comic book related phenomena that have had enduring significance.
  wizard comic book guide: Wizard Comic Book Price Guide Annual, 1996 Jon L. Warren,
1995-11-01 From Wizard, the favorite magazine of comic book aficionados and the absolute
authority on comic book collecting, comes the definitive guide to comic books and what they're
worth. Includes market value listings for more than 150,000 comic books published between 1938
and 1995, a comics online cyberspace report, collecting tips, and more!
  wizard comic book guide: The Power of Comics Randy Duncan, Matthew J. Smith,
2009-07-01 A comprehensive introduction to the comic arts From the introduction by Paul Levitz If
ever there was a medium characterized by its unexamined self-expression, it's comics. For decades
after the medium's birth, it was free of organized critical analysis, its creators generally disinclined
to self-analysis or formal documentation. The average reader didn't know who created the comics,
how or why . . . and except for a uniquely destructive period during America's witch-hunting of the
1950s, didn't seem to care. As the medium has matured, however, and the creativity of comics began
to touch the mainstream of popular culture in many ways, curiosity followed, leading to journalism
and eventually, scholarship, and so here we are. The Power of Comics is the first introductory
textbook for comic art studies courses. Lending a broader understanding of the medium and its
communication potential, it provides students with a coherent and comprehensive explanation of
comic books and graphic novels, including coverage of their history and their communication
techniques, research into their meanings and effects and an overview of industry practices and fan
culture. Co-authors randy Duncan and Matthew J. Smith draw on their own years of experience
teaching comics studies courses and the scholarly literature across several disciplines to create a
text with the following features: Discussion questions for each chapter Activities to engage readers
Recommended reading suggestions Over 150 illustrations Bibliography Glossary The Power of
Comics deals exclusively with comic books and graphic novels. One reason for this focus is that no
one text can hope to do justice to both strips and books; there is simply too much to cover.
Preference is given to comic books because in their longer form, the graphic novel, they have the
greatest potential for depth and complexity of expression. As comic strips shrink in size and become
more inane in content, comic books are becoming a serious art form.
  wizard comic book guide: Comics Versus Art Bart Beaty, 2012-07-17 On the surface, the
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relationship between comics and the ‘high’ arts once seemed simple; comic books and strips could
be mined for inspiration, but were not themselves considered legitimate art objects. Though this
traditional distinction has begun to erode, the worlds of comics and art continue to occupy vastly
different social spaces. Comics Versus Art examines the relationship between comics and the most
important institutions of the art world, including museums, auction houses, and the art press. Bart
Beaty's analysis centres around two questions: why were comics excluded from the history of art for
most of the twentieth century, and what does it mean that comics production is now more closely
aligned with the art world? Approaching this relationship for the first time through the lens of the
sociology of culture, Beaty advances a completely novel approach to the comics form.
  wizard comic book guide: Comic Books and Comic Strips in the United States through 2005
John Lent, 2006-04-30 This final work in John Lent's series of bibliographies on comic art gathers
together an astounding array of citations on American comic books and comic strips. Included in this
volume are citations regarding anthologies and reprints; criticism and reviews; exhibitions, festivals,
and awards; scholarship and theory; and the business, artistic, cultural, legal, technical, and
technological aspects of American comics. Author John Lent has used all manner of methods to
gather the citations, searching library and online databases, contacting scholars and other
professionals, attending conferences and festivals, and scanning hundreds of periodicals. He has
gone to great length to categorize the citations in an easy-to-use, scholarly fashion, and in the
process, has helped to establish the field of comic art as an important part of social science and
humanities research. The ten volumes in this series, covering all regions of the world, constitute the
largest printed bibliography of comic art in the world, and serve as the beacon guiding the
burgeoning fields of animation, comics, and cartooning. They are the definitive works on comic art
research, and are exhaustive in their inclusiveness, covering all types of publications (academic,
trade, popular, fan, etc.) from all over the world. Also included in these books are citations to
systematically-researched academic exercises, as well as more ephemeral sources such as fanzines,
press articles, and fugitive materials (conference papers, unpublished documents, etc.), attesting to
Lent's belief that all pieces of information are vital in a new field of study such as comic art.
  wizard comic book guide: The American Superhero Richard A. Hall, 2019-02-06 This
compilation of essential information on 100 superheroes from comic book issues, various print and
online references, and scholarly analyses provides readers all of the relevant material on
superheroes in one place. The American Superhero: Encyclopedia of Caped Crusaders in History
covers the history of superheroes and superheroines in America from approximately 1938–2010 in
an intentionally inclusive manner. The book features a chronology of important dates in superhero
history, five thematic essays covering the overall history of superheroes, and 100 A–Z entries on
various superheroes. Complementing the entries are sidebars of important figures or events and a
glossary of terms in superhero research. Designed for anyone beginning to research superheroes
and superheroines, The American Superhero contains a wide variety of facts, figures, and features
about caped crusaders and shows their importance in American history. Further, it collects and
verifies information that otherwise would require hours of looking through multiple books and
websites to find.
  wizard comic book guide: A Complete History of American Comic Books Shirrel Rhoades,
2008 This book is an updated history of the American comic book by an industry insider. You'll
follow the development of comics from the first appearance of the comic book format in the Platinum
Age of the 1930s to the creation of the superhero genre in the Golden Age, to the current period,
where comics flourish as graphic novels and blockbuster movies. Along the way you will meet the
hustlers, hucksters, hacks, and visionaries who made the American comic book what it is today. It's
an exciting journey, filled with mutants, changelings, atomized scientists, gamma-ray accidents, and
supernaturally empowered heroes and villains who challenge the imagination and spark the secret
identities lurking within us.
  wizard comic book guide: The Forensic Comicologist Jamie Newbold, 2018-07-06 A childhood
comic book fan turned comic book retailer, the author soon discovered the prevalence of scams in



the world of comics collecting. This book is his tutorial on how to collect wisely and reduce risks.
Drawing on skills learned from twenty years with the San Diego Police Department and as a
Comic-Con attendee since 1972, he covers in detail the history and culture of collecting comic books
and describes the pitfalls, including common deceptions of grading and pricing, as well as theft, and
mail and insurance fraud.
  wizard comic book guide: Comic Book Nation Bradford W. Wright, 2003-10-17 A history of
comic books from the 1930s to 9/11.
  wizard comic book guide: The Greatest Comic Book of All Time Bart Beaty, Benjamin Woo,
2016-04-27 Bart Beaty and Benjamin Woo work to historicize why it is that certain works or creators
have come to define the notion of a quality comic book, while other works and creators have been
left at the fringes of critical analysis.
  wizard comic book guide: Official® Overstreet® Comic Book Price Guide Robert M.
Overstreet, 2005-05 Offering the most thorough record of existing comic books from the 1800s to
the present, this book comes indexed and illustrated, and with listings priced according to condition.
  wizard comic book guide: Super Bodies Jeffrey A. Brown, 2023-08-01 Finalist — San Diego
Comic-Con International 2024 Eisner Award in Best Academic/Scholarly Work 2024 MPCA/ACA Best
Book for Use in the Classroom, Midwest Popular Culture Association / Midwest American Culture
Association (MPCA/ACA) An examination of the art in superhero comics and how style influences
comic narratives. For many, the idea of comic book art implies simplistic four-color renderings of
stiff characters slugging it out. In fact, modern superhero comic books showcase a range of complex
artistic styles, with diverse connotations. Leading comics scholar Jeffrey A. Brown assesses six
distinct approaches to superhero illustration—idealism, realism, cute, retro, grotesque, and
noir—examining how each visually represents the superhero as a symbolic construct freighted with
meaning. Whereas comic book studies tend to focus on text and narrative, Super Bodies gives
overdue credit to the artwork, which is not only a principal source of the appeal of comic books but
also central to the values these works embody. Brown argues that superheroes are to be taken not
as representations of people but as iconic types, and the art conveys this. Even the most realistic
comic illustrations are designed to suggest not persons but ideas—ideas about bodies and societies.
Thus the appearance of superheroes both directly and indirectly influences the story being told as
well as the opinions readers form concerning justice, authority, gender, puberty, sexuality, ethnicity,
violence, and other concepts central to political and cultural life.
  wizard comic book guide: Marvel Graphic Novels and Related Publications Robert G.
Weiner, 2008-09-18 This work provides an extensive guide for students, fans, and collectors of
Marvel Comics. Focusing on Marvel's mainstream comics, the author provides a detailed description
of each comic along with a bibliographic citation listing the publication's title, writers/artists,
publisher, ISBN (if available), and a plot synopsis. One appendix provides a comprehensive
alphabetical index of Marvel and Marvel-related publications to 2005, while two other appendices
provide selected lists of Marvel-related game books and unpublished Marvel titles.
  wizard comic book guide: Mythology Alex Ross, 2005 Celebrates the talents of DC Comics
artist Alex Ross in a collection of his drawings, never-before-seen sketches, limited edition prints,
and other artwork, all reproduced in full color, accompanied by a study of Ross's creative process, a
new Superman-Batman story, and a new Robin origin story. Reprint. 50,000 first printing.
  wizard comic book guide: Of Comics and Men Jean-Paul Gabilliet, 2013-03-25 Originally
published in France and long sought in English translation, Jean-Paul Gabilliet's Of Comics and Men:
A Cultural History of American Comic Books documents the rise and development of the American
comic book industry from the 1930s to the present. The book intertwines aesthetic issues and
critical biographies with the concerns of production, distribution, and audience reception, making it
one of the few interdisciplinary studies of the art form. A thorough introduction by translators and
comics scholars Bart Beaty and Nick Nguyen brings the book up to date with explorations of the
latest innovations, particularly the graphic novel. The book is organized into three sections: a
concise history of the evolution of the comic book form in America; an overview of the distribution



and consumption of American comic books, detailing specific controversies such as the creation of
the Comics Code in the mid-1950s; and the problematic legitimization of the form that has occurred
recently within the academy and in popular discourse. Viewing comic books from a variety of
theoretical lenses, Gabilliet shows how seemingly disparate issues—creation, production, and
reception—are in fact connected in ways that are not necessarily true of other art forms. Analyzing
examples from a variety of genres, this book provides a thorough landmark overview of American
comic books that sheds new light on this versatile art form.
  wizard comic book guide: Cartoonists, Works, and Characters in the United States
through 2005 John Lent, 2006-04-30 This penultimate work in John Lent's series of bibliographies
on comic art gathers together an astounding array of citations on American cartoonists and their
work. Author John Lent has used all manner of methods to gather the citations, searching library
and online databases, contacting scholars and other professionals, attending conferences and
festivals, and scanning hundreds of periodicals. He has gone to great length to categorize the
citations in an easy-to-use, scholarly fashion, and in the process, has helped to establish the field of
comic art as an important part of social science and humanities research. The ten volumes in this
series, covering all regions of the world, constitute the largest printed bibliography of comic art in
the world, and serve as the beacon guiding the burgeoning fields of animation, comics, and
cartooning. They are the definitive works on comic art research, and are exhaustive in their
inclusiveness, covering all types of publications (academic, trade, popular, fan, etc.) from all over the
world. Also included in these books are citations to systematically-researched academic exercises, as
well as more ephemeral sources such as fanzines, press articles, and fugitive materials (conference
papers, unpublished documents, etc.), attesting to Lent's belief that all pieces of information are
vital in a new field of study such as comic art.
  wizard comic book guide: Junkyard Joe #1 Geoff Johns, 2022-10-05 Throughout history,
unlikely and strange heroes have risen and fallen, their identities and lives a secret. But for a Great
Evil to be stopped, their stories must be told. They are The Unnamed fighting The Unknown War.
From the explosive pages of GEIGER comes JUNKYARD JOE! The world knows him as the comic
strip by cartoonist Muddy Davis, but the truth stretches back to the Vietnam War. This is their story
of sacrifice and brotherhood.
  wizard comic book guide: Comic Books Shirrel Rhoades, 2008 This book is an insider's guide
to how the comic book industry works. You'll learn how comic book superheroes are created and the
deeper meanings they represent. You'll follow the development of sequential art storytelling - from
caveman wall paintings to modern manga and cinematic techniques. Here you will explore comics in
all forms: those flimsy pamphlets we call comic books; thick graphic novels; Japanese manga; and
blockbuster movies featuring epic battles between good and evil. But behind it all, you'll discover
how comics are an intellectual property business, the real money found in licensed bedsheets and
fast-food merchandise, heart-pounding theme park rides and collectible toys, video games, and
Hollywood extravaganza featuring such popular superheroes as Spider-Man, Superman, X-Men, and
Batman.
  wizard comic book guide: Killer Bodies Joseph Crawford, 2025-12-09 This book offers a
history of the most critically derided subgenre in American comics: the bad girl comics of the 1990s.
Situating these works in relation to the popular feminism of the period, it explores how the bad girl
antiheroine arose, and the commercial and ideological factors that brought its rapid rise and fall.
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