
wisconsin humane society wildlife

wisconsin humane society wildlife plays a critical role in the conservation and rehabilitation of native animals
throughout the state. These organizations focus on rescuing, treating, and releasing injured or orphaned
wildlife, ensuring the preservation of Wisconsin’s natural biodiversity. The Wisconsin Humane Society Wildlife
division collaborates with wildlife experts, veterinarians, and community volunteers to provide comprehensive
care and education about local species and their habitats. This article explores the mission, services, and
impact of the Wisconsin Humane Society Wildlife programs, highlighting their approach to humane treatment
and environmental stewardship. Additionally, it covers common wildlife species encountered, rehabilitation
processes, and ways the public can support or participate in these efforts. Understanding the work of the
Wisconsin Humane Society Wildlife helps foster appreciation and protection of the state’s native fauna. The
following sections provide detailed insights into the key aspects of their operations and community
involvement.

Overview of Wisconsin Humane Society Wildlife

Wildlife Rescue and Rehabilitation Services

Common Wildlife Species in Wisconsin

Educational Outreach and Community Involvement

How to Support and Volunteer

Overview of Wisconsin Humane Society Wildlife

The Wisconsin Humane Society Wildlife division is dedicated to the rescue, rehabilitation, and release of native
wildlife species throughout the state. This program operates under the broader mission of the Wisconsin
Humane Society to promote humane treatment of all animals. The wildlife program focuses on non-domestic
animals, addressing issues such as injury, orphaning, and habitat displacement. The organization works closely
with licensed wildlife rehabilitators, veterinarians, and conservation agencies to ensure that each animal
receives specialized care tailored to its species and condition. Their facilities are equipped to handle a wide
range of wildlife emergencies, from small songbirds to larger mammals like raccoons and deer. By prioritizing
rehabilitation and release, the Wisconsin Humane Society Wildlife strives to maintain healthy wildlife
populations and balanced ecosystems.

Mission and Goals

The core mission of the Wisconsin Humane Society Wildlife program is to provide compassionate and expert care
to injured and orphaned wild animals, with an emphasis on their eventual return to the wild. Key goals include:

Rescuing and stabilizing wildlife in distress

Providing medical treatment and rehabilitation

Educating the public about wildlife conservation and coexistence

Promoting habitat preservation through community partnerships

Supporting research initiatives related to wildlife health and behavior



Collaboration and Partnerships

To maximize the effectiveness of wildlife care, the Wisconsin Humane Society Wildlife program partners with
various organizations. These include state and local conservation departments, veterinary clinics specializing
in wildlife medicine, and other animal welfare groups. Such collaborations enhance access to resources,
expertise, and public outreach channels. Community volunteers also play an essential role by assisting with
field rescues, transport, and educational programming. These partnerships ensure a comprehensive approach to
wildlife welfare across Wisconsin.

Wildlife Rescue and Rehabilitation Services

Rescue and rehabilitation are at the heart of Wisconsin Humane Society Wildlife’s operations. The program is
designed to respond swiftly to calls regarding distressed or injured wildlife, providing immediate care followed
by a structured rehabilitation process. Rehabilitation centers are staffed by trained professionals who
monitor the health and progress of each animal, gradually preparing them for release back into their natural
habitats.

Rescue Procedures

When a wildlife emergency is reported, trained responders assess the situation and safely capture the animal if
necessary. Common scenarios include injured birds, orphaned mammals, and animals trapped in urban environments.
Safety protocols prioritize minimal stress and trauma during rescue efforts. The rescued animals are then
transported to rehabilitation facilities equipped with species-specific enclosures and medical care resources.

Rehabilitation Process

The rehabilitation phase involves medical treatment, nutritional support, and behavioral conditioning to ensure
the animal regains full functionality. This process varies depending on the species and injury severity but often
includes:

Wound care and veterinary interventions

Physical therapy or mobility support

Gradual introduction to natural diets

Environmental enrichment to simulate wild conditions

Monitoring for signs of stress or illness

Only animals deemed fit and capable of surviving independently are released, often in collaboration with
wildlife officials to select appropriate habitats.

Common Wildlife Species in Wisconsin

The Wisconsin Humane Society Wildlife program encounters a diverse range of native species requiring
assistance. These animals represent the rich wildlife heritage of the state and include both common and
protected species. Understanding the typical species involved helps tailor rescue and rehabilitation efforts
effectively.



Mammals

Common mammals treated by the program include raccoons, squirrels, opossums, and white-tailed deer.
Orphaned fawns and injured adult mammals often require specialized care, especially during harsh winters.
Larger mammals such as foxes and coyotes may also be rescued but are handled with particular caution due
to their wild nature.

Birds

Bird species frequently admitted include songbirds, waterfowl, raptors such as hawks and owls, and
migratory birds. Birds often suffer from window collisions, habitat loss, or exposure to toxins. Rehabilitation
centers provide aviaries and flight conditioning areas to prepare birds for release.

Reptiles and Amphibians

Though less common, reptiles and amphibians like turtles, frogs, and snakes also benefit from wildlife
rehabilitation. These species are vulnerable to road mortality and environmental pollution and require careful
handling to prevent stress or injury.

Educational Outreach and Community Involvement

Education is a fundamental component of the Wisconsin Humane Society Wildlife program. Public awareness and
knowledge about wildlife behavior, habitat needs, and human-wildlife coexistence are essential to reducing
conflicts and promoting conservation. The program offers various outreach activities to engage and inform
the community.

Workshops and Presentations

The program conducts workshops for schools, community groups, and animal care professionals. Topics often
include wildlife identification, safe rescue techniques, and the importance of habitat protection. These sessions
empower participants to act responsibly when encountering wildlife in need.

Community Events and Volunteer Training

Community events provide opportunities for residents to learn about local wildlife and the Wisconsin Humane
Society’s role in their protection. Volunteer training programs prepare individuals to assist with field rescues,
animal care, and educational efforts. These volunteers are essential to expanding the program’s reach and
impact.

How to Support and Volunteer

The Wisconsin Humane Society Wildlife program relies heavily on community support to sustain its operations.
Individuals interested in wildlife conservation and animal welfare can contribute in multiple ways, from
volunteering time to providing financial assistance.



Volunteer Opportunities

Volunteers can participate in various activities, including:

Assisting with animal care and feeding

Helping with rescue and transport missions

Supporting educational outreach and event organization

Providing administrative or fundraising assistance

Volunteer training ensures that participants are equipped with the knowledge and skills necessary for safe and
effective involvement.

Donations and Fundraising

Financial contributions enable the purchase of medical supplies, food, and habitat enrichment materials.
Fundraising campaigns and donations from individuals, businesses, and community groups are crucial for
maintaining the program’s capacity to serve Wisconsin’s wildlife. Supporting the Wisconsin Humane Society
Wildlife program financially helps sustain vital conservation and rehabilitation services across the state.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the role of the Wisconsin Humane Society in wildlife rescue?

The Wisconsin Humane Society plays a critical role in rescuing, rehabilitating, and releasing injured or orphaned
wildlife across the state, ensuring their safety and well-being.

How can I contact the Wisconsin Humane Society for wildlife emergencies?

You can contact the Wisconsin Humane Society's wildlife rescue team by calling their emergency hotline
available on their official website or visiting their local offices during working hours.

Does the Wisconsin Humane Society offer educational programs about
local wildlife?

Yes, the Wisconsin Humane Society provides educational outreach programs to schools and communities to
raise awareness about local wildlife conservation and humane treatment.

What types of wildlife does the Wisconsin Humane Society typically
rescue?

The Wisconsin Humane Society commonly rescues a variety of local wildlife including birds, squirrels,
raccoons, deer, and other small mammals injured or displaced due to human activity or natural causes.

How can volunteers get involved with the Wisconsin Humane Society's
wildlife efforts?

Volunteers can get involved by applying through the Wisconsin Humane Society's website to assist with



wildlife rescue, rehabilitation, educational programs, or fundraising events.

Are there any specific wildlife rehabilitation facilities operated by the
Wisconsin Humane Society?

Yes, the Wisconsin Humane Society operates specialized wildlife rehabilitation centers equipped to care for
injured or orphaned animals until they can be safely released back into the wild.

What should I do if I find an injured wild animal in Wisconsin?

If you find an injured wild animal, contact the Wisconsin Humane Society immediately for guidance. Avoid
handling the animal directly and follow their instructions to ensure both your safety and the animal's well-
being.

Does the Wisconsin Humane Society collaborate with other organizations
on wildlife conservation?

Yes, the Wisconsin Humane Society collaborates with local government agencies, conservation groups, and
veterinary professionals to enhance wildlife rescue efforts and promote conservation initiatives throughout
Wisconsin.

Additional Resources
1. Guardians of the Wild: Wisconsin Humane Society’s Wildlife Rescue
This book chronicles the inspiring efforts of the Wisconsin Humane Society in rescuing and rehabilitating injured
and orphaned wildlife across the state. It highlights various case studies of animals, from birds of prey to
mammals, showcasing the dedication and expertise of the rescue team. Readers gain insight into the challenges of
wildlife care and the importance of community involvement in conservation.

2. Wild Wisconsin: Stories from the Humane Society’s Wildlife Center
A compelling collection of true stories about the diverse wildlife species that come through the Wisconsin
Humane Society’s doors. The book emphasizes the human-animal connection and the role of the Humane Society in
fostering coexistence between people and wildlife. It also educates readers on how to identify and assist local
wildlife in distress.

3. Healing Hands: Wildlife Rehabilitation at the Wisconsin Humane Society
This informative guide explores the techniques and practices used by the Wisconsin Humane Society’s wildlife
rehabilitation team. It covers the medical care, feeding, and eventual release of animals back into their natural
habitats. The book serves as both a resource for aspiring wildlife rehabilitators and an educational tool for
the general public.

4. Wisconsin’s Wild Neighbors: A Humane Society Perspective
Focusing on the native wildlife species of Wisconsin, this book offers a detailed look at their habits, habitats,
and threats they face. The Wisconsin Humane Society’s role in protecting these animals is woven throughout,
highlighting the balance between wildlife conservation and urban development. It features beautiful
photography and expert commentary.

5. Rescue and Release: The Journey of Wisconsin’s Wildlife
Follow the journey of rescued animals from the moment they arrive at the Wisconsin Humane Society to their
eventual release back into the wild. This narrative-style book provides an intimate look at animal
rehabilitation and the emotional stories behind each rescue. It also discusses the ethical considerations
involved in wildlife care.

6. Wildlife Warriors: Volunteers of the Wisconsin Humane Society
This book celebrates the volunteers who dedicate their time and energy to wildlife rescue and rehabilitation at



the Wisconsin Humane Society. Through personal stories and interviews, readers learn about the passion and
commitment required to support wildlife in need. The book also offers guidance on how to get involved in local
wildlife conservation efforts.

7. Protecting Wisconsin’s Wildlife: Education and Advocacy by the Humane Society
An exploration of the educational programs and advocacy initiatives led by the Wisconsin Humane Society
aimed at protecting local wildlife. The book details workshops, school programs, and community outreach
efforts designed to raise awareness and promote coexistence. It underscores the importance of public education
in wildlife conservation.

8. From Injury to Independence: Wildlife Rehabilitation Success Stories
Featuring a series of heartwarming success stories, this book highlights animals that were nursed back to
health by the Wisconsin Humane Society and successfully returned to their natural environments. It provides
insight into the rehabilitation process and the resilience of wildlife. Readers are inspired by the transformative
power of compassionate care.

9. Living with Wildlife: A Wisconsin Humane Society Guide
A practical guide for residents of Wisconsin on how to peacefully coexist with local wildlife species. The
book offers tips on preventing conflicts, understanding animal behavior, and knowing when to seek help from
organizations like the Wisconsin Humane Society. It promotes a respectful and informed approach to living
alongside nature.
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2018-01-18 Bioenergetics is an emerging discipline which offers a more profound understanding of
the ecology, behaviour, and evolution of wild herbivores. Increasingly, bioenergetic principles have
been applied in management since they provide insight into population dynamics and are relevant to
manipulation of habitats and assessment of the impacts of resource development. Growing interest
in the agricultural potential of wild herbivores has provided further impetus. In spite of this promise,
there are few comprehensive syntheses of the concept and its application to wild herbivores. This
volume attempts to fill this need. This book provides a great amount of detail but its expressive aim
is to lead us to the whole animal, to a herd, to population as integral parts of an ecological entity
which in turn is the result of evolutionary forces.The concept of this book promises the realization of
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population dynamics, and ecology across its vast range (from central Canada through northern
South America). The book then discusses the history of management of white-tailed deer, beginning
with early Native Americans and progressing through management by Europeans and examining
population lows in the early 1900s, restocking efforts through the mid 1900s, and recent,
overabundant populations that are becoming difficult to manage in many areas. Features:
Co-published with the Quality Deer Management Association Compiles valuable information for
white-tailed deer enthusiasts, managers, and biologists Written by an authoritative author team from
diverse backgrounds Integrates white-tailed deer biology and management into a single volume
Provides a thorough treatment of white-tailed deer antler biology Includes downloadable resources
with color images The backbone of many state wildlife management agencies' policies and a
featured hunting species through much of their range, white-tailed deer are an important species
ecologically, socially, and scientifically in most areas of North America. Highly adaptable and now
living in close proximity to humans in many areas, white-tailed deer are both the face of nature and
the source of conflict with motorists, home-owners, and agricultural producers. Capturing the
diverse aspects of white-tailed deer research, Biology and Management of White-tailed Deer is a
reflection of the resources invested in the study of the species’ effects on ecosystems, predator-prey
dynamics, population regulation, foraging behavior, and browser physiology.
  wisconsin humane society wildlife: The Wildlife Techniques Manual Nova J. Silvy, 2020-07-28
The #1 selling wildlife management book for 40 years, now updated for the next generation of
professionals and students. Since its original publication in 1960, The Wildlife Techniques Manual
has remained the cornerstone text for the professional wildlife biologist. Now fully revised and
updated, this eighth edition promises to be the most comprehensive resource on wildlife biology,
conservation, and management for years to come. Superbly edited by Nova J. Silvy and published in
association with The Wildlife Society, the 50 authoritative chapters included in this work provide a
full synthesis of methods used in the field and laboratory. Chapter authors, all leading wildlife
professionals, explain and critique traditional and new methodologies and offer thorough discussions
of a wide range of relevant topics. To effectively incorporate the explosion of new information in the
wildlife profession, this latest edition is logically organized into a 2-volume set: Volume 1 is devoted
to research techniques and Volume 2 focuses on pragmatic management methodologies. Volume 1
describes research design and proper analytic methods prior to conducting research, as well as
methods and considerations for capturing and handling wild animals and information on



identification and marking of captured animals. It also includes new chapters on nutritional research
and field sign identification, and on emerging topics, including structured decision-making. Finally,
Volume 1 addresses measurements of wildlife abundance and habitat and research on individual
animals. Volume 2 begins with a section on the relationship between research and management
including public outreach, described in a context that encourages engagement prior to initiation of
management. An adaptive management approach is described as a cornerstone of natural resource
management, followed by a section on managing landscapes and wildlife populations. The volume
also includes new chapters on ethics in wildlife science and conservation, conflict resolution and
management, and land reclamation. A standard text in a variety of courses, the Techniques Manual,
as it is commonly called, covers every aspect of modern wildlife management and provides practical
information for applying the hundreds of methods described in its pages. This deft and thorough
update ensures that The Wildlife Techniques Manual will remain an indispensable resource, one that
professionals and students in wildlife biology, conservation, and management simply cannot do
without.
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