
wiring two plugs in one box

wiring two plugs in one box is a practical electrical task commonly encountered in residential and
commercial wiring projects. It involves connecting two electrical outlets within a single electrical
box to provide multiple power points while maintaining safety and code compliance. Understanding
the correct procedures, tools, and safety considerations is crucial to ensure the wiring is both
efficient and reliable. This article explores the essential steps for wiring two plugs in one box,
including preparation, wiring methods, and troubleshooting tips. Additionally, the article addresses
important electrical codes and best practices to follow when undertaking this type of wiring project.
Whether upgrading an existing setup or installing new outlets, these guidelines will help achieve a
safe and professional installation.
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Understanding Electrical Boxes and Plugs

Before beginning any wiring project, it is vital to understand the components involved. Electrical
boxes serve as the housing for plugs, switches, and wiring connections. When wiring two plugs in
one box, it is essential to use a box designed to accommodate multiple outlets safely. These boxes
vary in size and material, typically plastic or metal, and must be rated for the number of wires and
devices installed.

Types of Electrical Boxes

Electrical boxes come in several types, including:

Single-gang boxes: Designed to hold one device, such as a single plug or switch.

Double-gang boxes: Larger boxes that can accommodate two devices side-by-side, ideal for
wiring two plugs in one box.

Old work boxes: Installed in existing walls without the need for studs.



New work boxes: Attached directly to studs, used in new construction.

Choosing the correct box size and type ensures enough space for safe wiring and reduces the risk of
overheating or wire damage.

Types of Plugs and Their Ratings

The plugs or outlets installed in the box must match the electrical load requirements. Standard
residential outlets are typically rated for 15 or 20 amps and 120 volts. In some cases, specialized
outlets may be necessary for higher power devices or specific applications. Understanding the
amperage and voltage ratings of the plugs is critical to ensure compatibility and safety.

Required Tools and Materials

Proper tools and materials are necessary to wire two plugs in one box efficiently and safely. Using
the correct equipment helps maintain code compliance and ensures a professional finish.

Essential Tools

Voltage tester: To verify power is off before beginning work.

Wire strippers: For removing insulation from wires cleanly.

Needle-nose pliers: Useful for bending wires and making tight connections.

Screwdrivers: Both flathead and Phillips for securing plugs and box covers.

Wire cutters: To trim wires to the correct length.

Electrical tape: For insulating wire connections.

Materials Needed

Double-gang electrical box: Sized to fit two plugs.

Two electrical outlets: Rated appropriately for the circuit.



Electrical wire: Typically 14/2 or 12/2 gauge wire depending on amperage.

Wire nuts: For securing wire connections.

Outlet cover plate: Designed for two outlets.

Step-by-Step Guide to Wiring Two Plugs in One Box

Wiring two plugs in one box requires careful attention to detail to ensure the circuit functions
correctly and safely. The steps below outline the general process for a typical residential installation.

Step 1: Turn Off Power and Prepare the Box

Begin by switching off the circuit breaker supplying power to the area where the wiring will occur.
Use a voltage tester to confirm no electricity is present in the wires. Remove the existing cover plate
and any old outlets if replacing a previous installation. Ensure the electrical box is securely mounted
and sized correctly for two plugs.

Step 2: Identify and Prepare the Wires

Typically, wiring two plugs in one box involves a line (power source) wire and a load wire that
continues the circuit. Strip about 3/4 inch of insulation from all wires to prepare them for
connection. Separate the wires by color: black (hot), white (neutral), and green or bare copper
(ground).

Step 3: Connect the Ground Wires

Twist the ground wires together with a wire nut and connect them to the green grounding screw on
each outlet. Proper grounding ensures safety by preventing electrical shock in case of a fault.

Step 4: Connect the Neutral Wires

Join the white neutral wires together with a wire nut, and then connect a pigtail wire from the wire
nut to the silver terminal on each plug. This ensures the neutral path is continuous through both
outlets.



Step 5: Connect the Hot Wires

Twist the black hot wires together, and add a pigtail wire to connect to the brass terminal on each
plug. This allows each outlet to receive power from the circuit.

Step 6: Secure the Outlets and Install Cover Plate

Carefully fold the wires into the box without pinching or damaging them. Mount the outlets into the
box using screws, ensuring they are properly aligned. Attach the cover plate designed for two plugs
and secure it in place.

Step 7: Restore Power and Test

Turn the circuit breaker back on and test both outlets using a voltage tester or plug-in device to
confirm proper operation.

Safety Precautions and Electrical Codes

Adhering to safety standards and local electrical codes is paramount when wiring two plugs in one
box. Compliance prevents hazards such as electrical fires, shocks, and equipment damage.

Key Safety Tips

Always turn off power at the circuit breaker before starting any electrical work.

Use a voltage tester to double-check that wires are de-energized.

Wear appropriate personal protective equipment, such as insulated gloves and safety glasses.

Do not overload the electrical box; ensure it has enough volume for the wires and devices
installed.

Use wire nuts rated for the wire gauge and number of wires connected.

Understanding Electrical Code Requirements



National Electrical Code (NEC) provides guidelines for wiring installations, including requirements
for box fill, grounding, and outlet spacing. For example, NEC specifies the minimum box volume
based on the number and size of conductors and devices to prevent overheating. Additionally,
outlets must be installed at standard heights and distances for accessibility and safety. Familiarity
with these codes, or consulting a licensed electrician, is essential for compliance.

Troubleshooting Common Issues

Even with proper procedures, wiring two plugs in one box can present challenges. Identifying and
resolving common problems ensures safe and reliable operation.

No Power to One or Both Outlets

This issue can result from loose connections, tripped breakers, or faulty wiring. Inspect all wire nuts
and terminal screws to ensure they are tight. Verify the breaker is on and not tripped. Use a voltage
tester to trace power through the circuit.

Frequent Tripping of Breaker

Overloading the circuit or a short circuit can cause breakers to trip. Check that the plugs and wiring
are rated for the circuit amperage. Look for damaged insulation or exposed wires that may cause
shorts.

Outlet Not Holding Plug Firmly

Loose outlets can cause intermittent power or damage plugs. Ensure the outlet mounting screws are
tight and that the outlet is properly seated in the box. Replace damaged outlets as necessary.

Frequently Asked Questions

Can I wire two plugs in one box safely?
Yes, you can wire two plugs in one electrical box as long as the box is rated to accommodate
multiple devices and the wiring follows local electrical codes to ensure safety.

What size electrical box do I need for wiring two plugs?
You need a double gang or appropriately sized electrical box that provides enough space for two
outlets and the wiring. The box must meet the volume requirements based on the wire gauge and



number of conductors.

Do I need a separate circuit for each plug in one box?
Not necessarily. Two plugs in one box can be wired on the same circuit if the circuit's load can
handle both devices. However, if the plugs will support high-power devices, separate circuits might
be required.

How do I connect the wires when wiring two plugs in one box?
Typically, you connect the hot (live) wires to the brass screws, neutral wires to the silver screws, and
ground wires to the green screws on each plug. You can pigtail wires to connect multiple outlets
safely.

What tools do I need to wire two plugs in one box?
You will need a screwdriver, wire strippers, wire nuts, voltage tester, electrical tape, and the
appropriate electrical box and outlets. Always ensure power is turned off before starting.

Are there any code requirements for wiring two plugs in one
box?
Yes, electrical codes like the NEC require proper box fill calculations, grounding, and using devices
rated for the circuit. Always follow local codes and consider consulting a licensed electrician.

Additional Resources
1. Electrical Wiring Residential
This comprehensive guide covers the fundamentals of residential electrical wiring, including
detailed instructions on wiring two plugs in one box. It explains the necessary safety protocols, tools,
and materials required for the job. The book is ideal for both beginners and experienced DIY
enthusiasts looking to enhance their electrical skills.

2. Wiring Simplified: A Homeowner’s Guide
A practical manual designed for homeowners, this book breaks down complex wiring tasks into easy-
to-understand steps. It includes a dedicated chapter on wiring multiple outlets in a single box,
emphasizing code compliance and safety. Clear diagrams and troubleshooting tips make it a valuable
resource for small electrical projects.

3. Black & Decker The Complete Guide to Wiring
Known for its thoroughness, this guide covers all aspects of home electrical wiring, from basic
circuits to advanced installations. The section on wiring two plugs in one box provides step-by-step
instructions with helpful illustrations. It also discusses common mistakes and how to avoid them,
ensuring a safe and effective wiring job.

4. The Electrician’s Trade Demystified
This book is tailored for aspiring electricians and serious DIYers, focusing on practical wiring skills
and industry best practices. It offers detailed explanations on how to wire multiple outlets in a single



box, including the proper use of connectors and grounding techniques. The text is supplemented
with real-world examples and tips for passing electrical inspections.

5. Wiring Two Outlets in One Box: Step-by-Step
A specialized guide that zeroes in on the process of wiring two plugs within one electrical box. It
covers the basics of circuit layout, wire sizing, and proper connection methods. The book is concise
and user-friendly, making it perfect for quick reference during home improvement projects.

6. Code Check Electrical: An Illustrated Guide to Wiring
This illustrated guide ensures that your wiring projects meet the latest National Electrical Code
(NEC) standards. It includes clear visuals and explanations on installing multiple outlets in one box,
emphasizing code compliance and safety. Ideal for both professionals and DIYers, it helps readers
understand regulatory requirements and best practices.

7. Home Electrical Wiring: A DIY Guide
Focused on empowering homeowners, this book provides step-by-step instructions for common
wiring tasks, including wiring two plugs in a single box. It highlights essential safety tips and
troubleshooting strategies to prevent common issues. The approachable writing style and detailed
photos make it accessible for readers with limited electrical knowledge.

8. The Complete Guide to Electrical Wiring
An all-encompassing manual for residential electrical projects, this book covers wiring techniques,
tools, and safety measures. The chapter on wiring multiple outlets in one box provides detailed
wiring diagrams and explains the rationale behind each step. It is a trusted resource for both
beginners and seasoned electricians.

9. Practical Electrical Wiring: Residential, Farm, and Industrial
This book offers a broad perspective on electrical wiring across different settings, including
residential homes. It includes comprehensive instructions on wiring two plugs in one box, with an
emphasis on durability and safety. The detailed illustrations and practical advice make it a valuable
reference for various electrical wiring projects.
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resource that will provide in-depth coverage for decades to come. You?ll find the most up-to-date
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to heat conveyance. Join the generations who have relied on this book to provide the vital descriptive
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common pitfalls.
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pages - TECHNICAL MANUAL ELECTRIC ENVIRONMENTAL SYSTEM 353 pages - TECHNICAL
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M998, M1038, M966, M1036, M1045, M1046, M1025, M1026, M1043, M1044, M1037, M1042,
M996, M997, M1035 14 pages.
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explains what every electrician needs to know about electricity - how to select the right materials,
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circuits. Residential Wiring to the 2005 NEC is the complete guide for your electrical contractor
customers for installing residential wiring to the 2005 NEW - from the tools and gauges needed,
through switch circuits, service entrances, additions and alterations, troubleshooting, and repairs.
  wiring two plugs in one box: Popular Mechanics , 1961-12 Popular Mechanics inspires,
instructs and influences readers to help them master the modern world. Whether it’s practical DIY
home-improvement tips, gadgets and digital technology, information on the newest cars or the latest
breakthroughs in science -- PM is the ultimate guide to our high-tech lifestyle.
  wiring two plugs in one box: Street Rotary HP1549 Mark Warner, 2009-05-05 The ultimate
performance guide to the rotary engines built by Mazda from 1978 to the present. Includes: Engine
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for Interior Designers, Third Edition is the single-source technical reference that every designer
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guide has been updated to better address the special concerns of the interior designer within the
context of the entire design team. New coverage includes the latest information on sustainable
design and energy conservation, expanded coverage of security and building control systems, and a
new and expanded art program with over 250 new illustrations. Covering systems from HVAC to
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