
within normal limits physical therapy
within normal limits physical therapy is a critical concept in rehabilitation and clinical
assessment that indicates a patient’s functional status falls within expected ranges for their age,
condition, or injury. This term often guides physical therapists in evaluating progress, determining
treatment plans, and setting realistic goals. Understanding the implications of “within normal limits”
in physical therapy helps both clinicians and patients appreciate when recovery milestones are
achieved or when further intervention is necessary. This article explores the meaning, clinical
relevance, assessment methods, and practical applications of within normal limits physical therapy.
Emphasis is placed on its role in diagnostics, therapeutic decision-making, and documentation.
Additionally, the article outlines how therapists use this benchmark to optimize patient outcomes
and maintain evidence-based practice.
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Understanding Within Normal Limits in Physical
Therapy

The phrase “within normal limits” (WNL) in physical therapy refers to an observation or
measurement that falls within the range considered typical or expected based on established clinical
standards. This range accounts for variations due to age, sex, physical condition, and specific health
factors. When a therapist documents that a patient’s joint mobility, muscle strength, or neurological
function is within normal limits, it indicates no significant abnormalities or impairments were
detected during the evaluation. This designation serves as a benchmark to compare future
assessments and track rehabilitation progress.

Defining Normal Limits in Clinical Context

Normal limits are derived from normative data collected through population studies and clinical
research. These data sets provide reference values for various physical parameters such as range of
motion, muscle strength grades, balance tests, and functional mobility assessments. Physical
therapists rely on these references to interpret whether a patient’s performance aligns with
expected norms or if deviations suggest pathology or dysfunction.



Variability in Normal Limits

It is important to recognize that normal limits are not rigid thresholds but ranges that allow for
individual variation. Factors influencing normal values include:

Age-related physiological changes

Gender differences

Baseline fitness or activity level

Presence of comorbidities or previous injuries

Thus, therapists integrate clinical judgment and patient history when determining if findings are
genuinely within normal limits.

Assessment Techniques for Determining Normal Limits

Accurate assessment is fundamental to establishing whether physical therapy findings are within
normal limits. A range of standardized tests and measurement tools enable therapists to quantify
patient status objectively. These assessments cover multiple domains including musculoskeletal,
neuromuscular, and cardiopulmonary function.

Range of Motion Measurement

Goniometry is a widely used technique to measure joint angles and compare them to normative
ranges. For instance, shoulder flexion is typically considered within normal limits if it reaches
approximately 180 degrees. Deviations can indicate joint stiffness or muscular limitations.

Muscle Strength Testing

Manual muscle testing (MMT) grades muscle strength on a scale from 0 to 5, with a grade of 5
representing normal strength. A muscle graded as 5/5 is often interpreted as within normal limits,
indicating no weakness present in the tested muscle group.

Functional Mobility and Balance Tests

Assessments such as the Timed Up and Go (TUG) test, Berg Balance Scale, and 6-Minute Walk Test



provide insight into a patient’s functional status. Scores within established normative ranges confirm
that the patient performs these activities within normal limits.

Clinical Significance of Within Normal Limits Findings

Determining that a patient’s physical therapy assessment results are within normal limits has
several clinical implications. It suggests that the patient does not exhibit functional impairments
requiring immediate intervention or that rehabilitation goals have been successfully met.
Furthermore, these findings can indicate readiness to progress activity levels or discharge from
therapy.

Implications for Diagnosis

Finding parameters within normal limits can help rule out certain diagnoses or complications. For
example, normal neurological reflexes and sensation reduce suspicion of nerve injury. This aids in
differential diagnosis and directs clinical focus.

Guiding Prognosis and Recovery Expectations

WNL findings support favorable prognoses by demonstrating restoration of function or absence of
deficits. Therapists can use this information to counsel patients on expected recovery timelines and
safe return to activities.

Application in Treatment Planning and Progress
Monitoring

Within normal limits physical therapy assessments serve as critical reference points for
individualized treatment planning. Therapists design interventions to restore function to normal
limits or maintain achieved functional status. Ongoing monitoring ensures that progress aligns with
therapeutic goals.

Establishing Baseline and Goals

Initial evaluations document any deviations from normal limits, guiding the selection of targeted
therapies. Goals are then set to achieve or approximate within normal limits function, emphasizing
measurable outcomes.



Adjusting Interventions Based on Progress

Regular reassessment identifies improvements or persistent deficits. If assessments reveal that
function has returned within normal limits, therapy intensity may be reduced or shifted toward
maintenance. Conversely, failure to meet normal limits prompts modification of treatment strategies.

Examples of Therapeutic Approaches

Strengthening exercises to improve muscle grade to normal limits

Range of motion and stretching programs to restore joint mobility

Balance training to achieve normative stability benchmarks

Neuromuscular re-education to normalize motor patterns

Documentation and Communication of Within Normal
Limits Status

Accurate documentation of within normal limits findings is essential for clinical records, insurance
purposes, and interdisciplinary communication. Clear reporting facilitates continuity of care and
justifies clinical decisions.

Standardized Reporting Practices

Therapists use objective language and numeric values when possible to specify what is within
normal limits. For example, “Right knee flexion measured at 135 degrees, within normal limits for
patient’s age.” Consistency in terminology ensures clarity.

Communicating with Patients and Healthcare Providers

Explaining what within normal limits means in understandable terms helps patients appreciate their
progress and informs referring physicians regarding patient status. This communication supports
collaborative care and appropriate follow-up.



Frequently Asked Questions

What does 'within normal limits' mean in physical therapy
reports?
In physical therapy reports, 'within normal limits' indicates that the patient's physical examination
findings fall within the expected range of normal function without abnormalities.

How is 'within normal limits' determined during a physical
therapy assessment?
Physical therapists determine 'within normal limits' by comparing a patient's range of motion,
strength, flexibility, and functional abilities to standardized norms or baseline values for their age
and condition.

Why is documenting 'within normal limits' important in
physical therapy?
Documenting 'within normal limits' helps establish a baseline of normal function, demonstrating
areas where no treatment is needed and supporting progress tracking and insurance documentation.

Can a patient have some symptoms but still be considered
'within normal limits' in physical therapy?
Yes, a patient may report mild symptoms, but if objective measures like strength, range of motion,
and function fall within normal parameters, the assessment may still be documented as 'within
normal limits.'

Is 'within normal limits' the same as being fully recovered in
physical therapy?
Not necessarily. 'Within normal limits' means the physical exam findings are normal, but full
recovery also depends on patient-reported outcomes, absence of pain, and functional goals being
met.

How often do physical therapists use the term 'within normal
limits' in their evaluations?
Physical therapists frequently use 'within normal limits' to describe normal findings during
evaluations, especially when assessing joint mobility, muscle strength, neurological function, and
posture.

Are there any alternative phrases to 'within normal limits'



used in physical therapy documentation?
Yes, alternatives include 'WNL,' 'normal range,' 'unremarkable,' or specifying that measurements fall
within expected or typical ranges for the patient's demographics.

Additional Resources
1. Within Normal Limits: Foundations of Physical Therapy Practice
This book offers a comprehensive overview of physical therapy principles with a focus on normal
functional limits. It blends theoretical knowledge with practical applications, helping students and
practitioners understand typical movement patterns and how deviations can impact rehabilitation.
The text includes case studies and evidence-based strategies to optimize patient outcomes.

2. Assessment and Treatment Within Normal Limits in Physical Therapy
Focused on assessment techniques, this book guides readers through evaluating patients who
present within normal physical limits and identifying subtle dysfunctions. It emphasizes accurate
measurement tools and treatment protocols that maintain or restore normal function. Clinicians will
find detailed explanations of musculoskeletal, neurological, and cardiopulmonary assessments.

3. Clinical Reasoning in Physical Therapy: Navigating Within Normal Limits
This title explores the decision-making process in physical therapy practice, particularly when
patients exhibit signs within normal functional limits. It highlights how therapists differentiate
between normal variability and pathology, ensuring appropriate treatment plans. Real-world
scenarios are used to enhance critical thinking skills for effective patient management.

4. Biomechanics and Movement Analysis: Understanding Within Normal Limits
Providing an in-depth look at human movement, this book breaks down biomechanics principles
relevant to physical therapy. It explains what constitutes normal movement patterns and how to
analyze deviations that may require intervention. The text includes visual aids and practical
exercises to improve clinicians’ assessment accuracy.

5. Exercise Prescription Within Normal Limits: A Guide for Physical Therapists
This practical guide focuses on designing exercise programs that maintain or enhance physical
function within normal limits. It covers various populations, including athletes, elderly patients, and
those recovering from minor injuries. The book stresses safe progression, monitoring, and
modification to prevent injury and promote health.

6. Neurological Physical Therapy: Managing Patients Within Normal Limits
Specializing in neurological conditions, this book discusses approaches to treating patients who
present with normal neurological function or minimal deficits. It provides strategies to prevent
deterioration and optimize neural health through targeted interventions. The text also reviews
neuroplasticity concepts and functional mobility training.

7. Orthopedic Physical Therapy: Principles Within Normal Limits
This resource focuses on orthopedic care, emphasizing recognition and management of patients
whose musculoskeletal system functions within normal limits. It teaches therapists how to identify
early signs of dysfunction and implement preventative strategies. Detailed protocols for joint
mobilizations, strengthening, and flexibility exercises are included.

8. Cardiopulmonary Physical Therapy: Maintaining Function Within Normal Limits



This book addresses cardiopulmonary rehabilitation, highlighting assessment and treatment
strategies for patients with normal or near-normal cardiopulmonary function. It discusses exercise
tolerance, breathing techniques, and endurance training to maintain optimal health. Clinicians will
find evidence-based guidelines for monitoring and progression.

9. Pediatric Physical Therapy: Supporting Development Within Normal Limits
Targeting pediatric populations, this book covers developmental milestones and interventions aimed
at children functioning within typical limits. It offers approaches to encourage normal growth, motor
skills, and coordination through play and therapeutic activities. The text also addresses family
education and collaborative care models.
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  within normal limits physical therapy: Clinical Exercise Pathophysiology for Physical
Therapy Debra Coglianese, 2024-06-01 In order to effectively examine, test, and treat patients with
exercise, physical therapists need to understand how physiology from the cellular to the systems
level provides the basis for normal responses to exercise. But that is not enough. Knowledge about
pathophysiology, the changes that lead to abnormal responses to exercise in different patient
populations, is also essential. Clinical Exercise Pathophysiology for Physical Therapy: Examination,
Testing, and Exercise Prescription for Movement-Related Disorders is a comprehensive reference
created to answer the “why” and the “how” to treat patients with exercise by offering both
comprehensive information from the research literature, as well as original patient cases. Dr. Debra
Coglianese, along with her contributors, have arranged Clinical Exercise Pathophysiology for
Physical Therapy into three parts: foundations of physiological responses, pathophysiology of
deconditioning and physiology of training, and pathophysiology considerations and clinical practice.
The chapters present the physiology and pathophysiology for defined patient populations consistent
with the American Physical Therapy Association’s Guide to Physical Therapy Practice. Patient cases
also supplement each chapter to illustrate how understanding the content of the chapter informs
physical therapy examination, testing, and treatment. The patient/client management model from
the Guide to Physical Therapy Practice defines the structure of the patient cases, and the
International Classification of Function, Disability, and Health (ICF) model of disablement has been
inserted into each patient case. Highlighted “Clinician Comments” appear throughout each patient
case to point out the critical thinking considerations. Included with the text are online supplemental
materials for faculty use in the classroom. Clinical Exercise Pathophysiology for Physical Therapy:
Examination, Testing, and Exercise Prescription for Movement-Related Disorders is a
groundbreaking reference for the physical therapy student or clinician looking to understand how
physiology and pathophysiology relate to responses to exercise in different patient populations.
  within normal limits physical therapy: Fundamentals of Tests and Measures for the
Physical Therapist Assistant Stacie J. Fruth, Carol Fawcett, 2019-02-26 Fundamentals of Tests
and Measures for the Physical Therapist Assistant provides students with the tools required to
interpret the physical therapy evaluation and replicate the measurements and tests. This text guides
students in learning how to utilize case information and documentation furnished by the PT to assist
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in the follow-up treatment.
  within normal limits physical therapy: Fundamentals of the Physical Therapy Examination:
Patient Interview and Tests & Measures Stacie J. Fruth, 2025-01-24 Fundamentals of the Physical
Therapy Examination: Patient Interview and Tests & Measures, Third Edition provides physical
therapy students and clinicians with the fundamental, step-by-step information needed to determine
questions to ask and tests and measures to perform during a patient exam.
  within normal limits physical therapy: Goodman and Marshall's Recognizing and Reporting
Red Flags for the Physical Therapist Assistant - E-Book Charlene Marshall, 2024-05-31 Goodman and
Marshall's Recognizing and Reporting Red Flags for the Physical Therapist Assistant, 2nd Edition,
helps you develop essential skills for recognizing signs and symptoms that can compromise patient
care. It presents a consistent, three-step model for monitoring patients for red flags relating to
neuromuscular and musculoskeletal problems, medical diseases, side effects of medications, and
other co-morbidities that may be unknown to the PT. Combining the insights of a physical therapist
and a physical therapist assistant, this resource is unmatched in providing clear guidelines for
finding and documenting red flags. - NEW! eBook version is included with print purchase, allowing
access all the text, figures, and references, with the ability to search, customize content, make notes
and highlights, and have content read aloud. Plus, Patient Scenarios and Review Questions are
included in the eBook included with print purchase. - UPDATED! Revised content throughout
provides the most current information needed to be an effective practitioner. - UPDATED!
References ensure content is current and applicable for today's clinical practice. - Coverage of
warning flags includes red and yellow flags, risk factors, clinical presentation, signs and symptoms,
helpful screening clues, and guidelines for communicating with the PT, allowing you to quickly
recognize the need for any re-evaluation of the patient. - Three-step approach to formative
assessments of physical therapy patients provides a consistent way to watch for and report on
adverse changes such as range of motion, strength, pain, balance, coordination, swelling,
endurance, or gait deviations. - PTA Action Plans show the clinical application of text material
relating to observing, documenting, and reporting red (or yellow) flags to the physical therapist. -
Clinically relevant information includes the tools needed to monitor the patient's response to
selected interventions, and accurately and quickly report changes to the supervising PT. - Cognitive
processing-reasoning approach encourages you to gather and analyze data, pose and solve
problems, infer, hypothesize, and make clinical judgments, so that you can notify the supervising PT
of clients who need further evaluation or may require a referral or consultation with other health
care professionals. - Case examples and critical thinking activities connect theory to practice,
showing the role of the PTA and how the PTA can integrate clinical observations with clinical
reasoning skills. - Picture the Patient sections address what to look for when assessing or working
with patients, especially typical red flag signs and symptoms of emerging problems. - Full-color
illustrations and design clearly demonstrate pathologies and processes and make lookup easier in
busy clinical settings. - Key terminology is listed in each chapter, with each term bolded within the
chapter and defined in a back-of-book glossary. - Summary boxes and tables highlight key
information for quick reference.
  within normal limits physical therapy: Fundamentals of the Physical Therapy Examination
Fruth, 2017-03-09 Fundamentals of the Physical Therapy Examination: Patient Interview and Tests
& Measures, Second Edition provides physical therapy students and clinicians with the necessary
tools to determine what questions to ask and what tests and measures to perform during a patient
exam. This text utilizes a fundamental, step-by-step approach to the subjective and objective
portions of the examination process for a broad spectrum of patients. This edition has been updated
and revised to reflect the new APTA Guide 3.0, and the Second Edition also includes new and
extensive coverage of goniometry and manual muscle testing techniques with more than 300 new
photographs.
  within normal limits physical therapy: Documentation for Physical Therapist Practice
Jacqueline A. Osborne, 2015-08-03 Documentation for Physical Therapist Practice: A Clinical



Decision Making Approach provides the framework for successful documentation. It is synchronous
with Medicare standards as well as the American Physical Therapy Association’s recommendations
for defensible documentation. It identifies documentation basics which can be readily applied to a
broad spectrum of documentation formats including paper-based and electronic systems. This key
resource skillfully explains how to document the interpretation of examination findings so that the
medical record accurately reflects the evidence. In addition, the results of consultation with legal
experts who specialize in physical therapy claims denials will be shared to provide current,
meaningful documentation instruction.
  within normal limits physical therapy: Physical Therapy Documentation Mia Erickson,
Mia L. Erickson, Rebecca McKnight, Ralph Utzman, 2008 Complete & accurate documentation is
one of the essential skills for a physical therapist. This book covers all the fundamentals & includes
practice exercises & case studies throughout.
  within normal limits physical therapy: Neale's Disorders of the Foot Paul Frowen,
Maureen O'Donnell, J. Gordon Burrow, 2010-04-12 Neale’s Disorders of the Foot remains the
essential resource for students and practitioners of podiatry. All the common conditions encountered
in day-to-day podiatric practice are reviewed and their diagnoses and management described along
with areas of related therapeutics. Students will find in this one volume everything they need to
know about foot disorders and their treatment in order to pass their examinations, while
practitioners will continue to appreciate the book’s accessibility and relevance to their daily
practice. The new eighth edition is more indispensable than ever before with all contributions
revised and brought up to date, colour photographs throughout, an all-new clear and accessible full
colour design, and its own website including a full image library, video clips of key techniques and
interactive self-assessment questions. Whether you need quick reference or more detailed
information, the new and improved Neale’s Disorders of the Foot is ready to serve the needs of a
new generation of podiatry students and practitioners.
  within normal limits physical therapy: Fundamental Orthopedic Management for the
Physical Therapist Assistant - E-Book Robert C. Manske, 2021-07-15 - NEW! Updated content
and references are added throughout the book to reflect changes in practice patterns. - NEW!
Expanded full-color illustrations add clarity to anatomy and procedural drawings and make it easier
to learn important concepts - NEW! Updated chapter summaries highlight essential, need-to-know
information. - NEW! Updated educator and student resources on the Evolve website provide tools to
make teaching and learning easier.
  within normal limits physical therapy: Pediatrics for the Physical Therapist Assistant -
E-Book Roberta O'Shea, 2008-11-20 No other textbook gives physical therapy assistants complete,
focused insight into their role in treating and managing common pediatric conditions. You'll find
coverage of topics ranging from neurological rehabilitation to sports injuries and congenital
disorders, as well as in-depth discussions of atypical development and pathologies. Each chapter
follows a consistent, well-organized approach that defines each disorder, describes the appropriate
physical therapy assessment and intervention, and rounds out the discussion with relevant case
study examples based on established practice patterns. - Chapters follow a consistent organization,
first defining a disorder and then describing the appropriate physical therapy assessment and
intervention. - Case studies provide examples of physical therapy applications to help you connect
theory and practice and build strong clinical reasoning skills. - Special boxes highlight Clinical
Signs, Interventions, and Case Studies to alert you to important information within the text. -
Practice patterns and case studies are formatted according to the Guide to Physical Therapy
Practice to familiarize you with standardized terminology used in practice. - Evolve® resources for
students provide additional online activities for learning and self-evaluation.
  within normal limits physical therapy: Posttraumatic Stress Disorder and Related Diseases in
Combat Veterans Elspeth Cameron Ritchie, 2015-10-27 This book takes a case-based approach to
addressing the challenges psychiatrists and other clinicians face when working with American
combat veterans after their return from a war zone. Written by experts, the book concentrates on a



wide variety of concerns associated with posttraumatic stress disorder (PTSD), including different
treatments of PTSD. The text also looks at PTSD comorbidities, such as depression and traumatic
brain injury (TBI) and other conditions masquerading as PTSD. Finally, the authors touch on other
subjects concerning returning veterans, including pain, disability, facing the end of a career, sleep
problems , suicidal thoughts, violence, , and mefloquine “toxidrome”. Each case study includes a
case presentation, diagnosis and assessment, treatment and management, outcome and case
resolution, and clinical pearls and pitfalls. Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder and Related Diseases in
Combat Veterans is a valuable resource for civilian and military mental health practitioners, and
primary care physicians on how to treat patients returning from active war zones.
  within normal limits physical therapy: Documentation for Rehabilitation Lori Quinn, James
Gordon, 2015-12-11 Better patient management starts with better documentation! Documentation
for Rehabilitation: A Guide to Clinical Decision Making in Physical Therapy, 3rd Edition shows how
to accurately document treatment progress and patient outcomes. Designed for use by rehabilitation
professionals, documentation guidelines are easily adaptable to different practice settings and
patient populations. Realistic examples and practice exercises reinforce concepts and encourage you
to apply what you've learned. Written by expert physical therapy educators Lori Quinn and James
Gordon, this book will improve your skills in both documentation and clinical reasoning. A practical
framework shows how to organize and structure PT records, making it easier to document functional
outcomes in many practice settings, and is based on the International Classification for Functioning,
Disability, and Health (ICF) model - the one adopted by the APTA. Coverage of practice settings
includes documentation examples in acute care, rehabilitation, outpatient, home care, and nursing
homes, as well as a separate chapter on documentation in pediatric settings. Guidelines to
systematic documentation describe how to identify, record, measure, and evaluate treatment and
therapies - especially important when insurance companies require evidence of functional progress
in order to provide reimbursement. Workbook/textbook format uses examples and exercises in each
chapter to reinforce your understanding of concepts. NEW Standardized Outcome Measures chapter
leads to better care and patient management by helping you select the right outcome measures for
use in evaluations, re-evaluations, and discharge summaries. UPDATED content is based on data
from current research, federal policies and APTA guidelines, including incorporation of new
terminology from the Guide to Physical Therapist 3.0 and ICD-10 coding. EXPANDED number of
case examples covers an even broader range of clinical practice areas.
  within normal limits physical therapy: Diseases of the Mind Elizabeth L. Cobbs, Christina P.
Prather, 2024-11-01 This book describes the processes involved in the aging of the human mind, the
role of memory, cognitive impairment, and changes in information processing in older people. It
describes the role of nutrition and physical exercise in keeping the mind healthy. According to WHO,
55 million people live with dementia worldwide, and there are 10 million new cases every year.
Alzheimer’s disease is the most common form of dementia and may contribute to 60–70% of cases.
Dementia has physical, psychological, social, and economic impacts on people living with dementia
and their caregivers, families, and society. Older people with dementia need individualized care and
extended and assisted living care with elaborate planning. Other diseases of the mind that may
affect the elderly are delirium and mood disorders.
  within normal limits physical therapy: Decisions of the Employees' Compensation Appeals
Board United States. Employees' Compensation Appeals Board, 1983
  within normal limits physical therapy: Digest and Decisions of the Employees'
Compensation Appeals Board United States. Employees' Compensation Appeals Board, 1981
  within normal limits physical therapy: Differential Diagnosis for Physical Therapists-
E-Book Catherine Cavallaro Kellogg, 2017-04-29 - New content on women's health expands
coverage of this important topic. - UPDATES reflect the most current information on screening for
referral. - New associate editors — John Heick and Rolando Lazaro — bring fresh insight, as
respected physical therapy educators. - New! Color tabs make it easier to locate chapters and topics.
  within normal limits physical therapy: Prosthetics & Orthotics in Clinical Practice Bella J



May, Margery A Lockard, 2011-03-08 A clinical focus with unfolding case studies, stimulating
questions, and an outstanding art program of 550 photographs and line illustrations make important
concepts easy to understand and apply. You’ll also find a discussion, unique to this text, of the
pathology of what necessitates amputations and why you would choose one prosthetic/orthotic over
another.
  within normal limits physical therapy: MCQs for Master in Physiotherapy Dr. Priyanka
Gupta Manglik, 2024-08-15 This book covers various specialties in physiotherapy through MCQs,
ideal for MPT aspirants seeking entrance and qualifying exam success.
  within normal limits physical therapy: Clinical Decision Making for the Physical Therapist
Assistant Steven B. Skinner, Christina McVey, 2010-08-15 Clinical Decision Making for the Physical
Therapist Assistant is a practical guide to developing the clinical judgment essential to effective
patient care. Co-authored by two prominent physical therapy educators, this informative reference
addresses a skill that is crucial to the success of Physical Therapist Assistants (PTAs). Designed to
integrate decision making into PTA education, it covers the types of decisions that must be made in
physical therapy treatment and offers sound guidance on how to make them. Critical thinking
questions and treatment activities are included with each chapter to enable students to apply what
they’ve learned to real-life situations. This text is a valuable resource for intermediate and post
intermediate physical therapist assistant courses. Designed Specifically for PTAs Provides clear
guidance on making everyday clinical decisions Covers decision making in the context of major areas
of physical therapy Integrates decision making into technical education Provides examples of
decisions encountered in patient care
  within normal limits physical therapy: Language Development and Neurological Theory
Sidney J. Segalowitz, Frederic A. Gruber, 2014-05-10 Language Development and Neurological
Theory presents a neuropsychological theory of language development. The discussions are
organized around the following themes: cerebral specialization for language in normal and
brain-damaged individuals; development of cerebral dominance; and speech perception. Much
emphasis is placed on the issue of cerebral specialization, or lateralization. Comprised of 20
chapters, this volume begins with a review of some of the methods used to correlate
neurophysiological and behavioral functions, as well as some of the issues involved in trying to unite
the empirical science of neuropsychology and the rationalist science of linguistics. The next chapter
deals with lateralization for speech sounds shown by young infants and possible factors in the sound
signal responsible for the differentiation. Subsequent chapters focus on asymmetries in young
children during continuous verbal-nonvisual and visual-nonverbal story tasks; the effects of
multi-language elementary school program on the degree of lateralization for language; intramodal
and cross-modal pattern perception in stroke patients with lateralized lesions; and visual half-field
asymmetries in deaf and hearing children. Several hypotheses as to why language is lateralized to
the left hemisphere rather than to the right are also examined. This book is addressed to researchers
and students of the neuropsychology of language, whether they call themselves psychologists,
neuropsychologists, neurologists, or linguists.
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