
wisconsin historical society membership

wisconsin historical society membership offers individuals and organizations a unique opportunity to engage
with Wisconsin’s rich heritage and cultural legacy. By becoming a member, supporters gain access to exclusive
resources, educational programs, and special events that highlight the state’s history. The Wisconsin
Historical Society is a renowned institution dedicated to preserving and sharing the stories, artifacts, and
archival materials that define Wisconsin’s past. Membership supports these preservation efforts and provides
benefits that enhance learning and community involvement. This article explores the various membership options,
benefits, how to join, and the role members play in sustaining Wisconsin’s historical treasures. Readers will gain
a comprehensive understanding of why investing in a Wisconsin Historical Society membership is both valuable
and impactful.
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Understanding Wisconsin Historical Society Membership

The Wisconsin Historical Society membership program is designed to foster a community of history enthusiasts,
scholars, educators, and residents interested in preserving the state’s heritage. As one of the oldest historical
organizations in the United States, the Society serves as a central hub for historical research, education, and
public outreach. Membership is a gateway to discovering Wisconsin’s past through access to its extensive
archives, museums, and publications.

Joining the Wisconsin Historical Society connects individuals with a network of like-minded people dedicated to
historical preservation. It also helps fund the Society’s mission to collect, protect, and share Wisconsin’s
stories for future generations. Members enjoy unique opportunities to participate in programs that bring
history to life and support the ongoing care of historical sites and collections.

Mission and Purpose of Membership

The membership program aligns with the Society’s mission to promote an understanding and appreciation of
Wisconsin’s history. Members contribute to sustaining educational initiatives, conservation projects, and
public programs. This collective effort ensures that historical resources remain accessible and relevant in a
changing world.

Role of Members in the Historical Community

Members often serve as ambassadors for Wisconsin’s history, spreading awareness and encouraging
preservation efforts across communities. Their involvement ranges from attending lectures and exhibitions to
volunteering and advocating for historical causes. By participating in events and supporting research, members
help maintain the vitality of the state’s historical narrative.



Membership Benefits and Privileges

A Wisconsin Historical Society membership offers a variety of valuable benefits designed to enhance the
experience of exploring Wisconsin’s history. These benefits cater to diverse interests, whether academic
research, family history, or general appreciation of the state’s culture.

Access to Exclusive Resources

Members receive priority access to the Society’s vast archives, including rare documents, photographs, maps,
and manuscripts. This access is especially beneficial for researchers, genealogists, and educators seeking
primary historical sources. Additionally, members may borrow from the Society’s extensive library collections
and access digital resources.

Discounts on Programs and Events

One of the key perks of membership is discounted admission to lectures, workshops, museum exhibitions, and
special events hosted by the Wisconsin Historical Society. These events offer opportunities to engage with
historians, authors, and experts, enriching members’ knowledge and appreciation of Wisconsin’s heritage.

Subscription to Publications

Members receive subscriptions to the Society’s publications, which feature scholarly articles, historical
narratives, and updates on new collections and programs. These periodicals serve as a valuable source of
information and inspiration for history enthusiasts.

Invitations to Member-Only Events

Exclusive invitations to receptions, behind-the-scenes tours, and special previews provide members with unique
experiences that deepen their connection to Wisconsin’s historical treasures.

Summary of Key Benefits

Priority and unlimited access to archival materials

Discounted admission to events and programs

Regular newsletters and publications

Invitations to exclusive member gatherings

Opportunities to participate in volunteer and educational activities

Types of Memberships Available

The Wisconsin Historical Society offers several membership levels tailored to meet the interests and needs of
individuals, families, and organizations. Each level provides a distinct set of benefits and opportunities for
engagement.



Individual Membership

This entry-level membership is ideal for individuals interested in supporting Wisconsin history and accessing
member benefits. It offers essential privileges such as access to resources, event discounts, and newsletters.

Family Membership

Designed for households, family memberships extend benefits to all family members living at the same address. This
option encourages family participation in historical activities and educational programming.

Supporting and Patron Memberships

For those wishing to provide enhanced financial support, supporting and patron memberships offer additional
recognition and exclusive benefits. These may include special acknowledgments, invitations to VIP events, and
premium access to resources.

Organizational Membership

Nonprofits, educational institutions, and businesses can join through organizational memberships. These
memberships facilitate collaboration and promote historical awareness within the broader community.

Student and Senior Memberships

Discounted memberships are available for students and seniors, making it more accessible for these groups to
participate in the Society’s programs and benefit from its resources.

How to Become a Member

Joining the Wisconsin Historical Society is a straightforward process designed to welcome new members
efficiently while providing detailed information about membership options. Prospective members can apply
through multiple channels to suit their preferences.

Application Process

Interested individuals can complete a membership application online, by mail, or in person at the Society’s
headquarters. The application requires basic contact information and selection of the desired membership level.

Payment and Renewal

Membership dues vary depending on the type and level chosen. Payments can be made securely through credit card,
check, or electronic funds transfer. Memberships are typically valid for one year, with renewal reminders sent
to members prior to expiration to ensure uninterrupted benefits.

Membership Cards and Confirmation

Upon joining, members receive a welcome packet that includes a membership card, informational brochures, and
details about upcoming events and programs. This packet serves as confirmation and a resource guide for



maximizing membership value.

Supporting Wisconsin History Through Membership

Beyond personal benefits, a Wisconsin Historical Society membership plays a vital role in sustaining and
expanding the organization’s efforts to document and preserve the state’s heritage. Membership dues and
donations fund critical projects and operational costs.

Funding Preservation and Education

The Society relies on membership support to maintain its collections, preserve historical sites, and develop
educational programs. These initiatives ensure that Wisconsin’s history remains accessible and engaging for
diverse audiences.

Community Engagement and Volunteer Opportunities

Members often engage in volunteer activities such as assisting with archives, participating in oral history
projects, or helping at events. These contributions strengthen the connection between the Society and the
communities it serves.

Advocacy for Historical Preservation

Membership also empowers individuals to advocate for policies and funding that protect historical resources
statewide. The collective voice of members is influential in promoting awareness and support for preservation
at local and state levels.

Impact of Membership Contributions

Enhancing archival and museum collections

Supporting educational outreach programs

Funding restoration of historic landmarks

Promoting historical research and publications

Building partnerships with schools and cultural organizations

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the benefits of a Wisconsin Historical Society membership?

Membership with the Wisconsin Historical Society offers benefits such as free admission to museums and historic
sites, discounts on events and publications, a subscription to the Wisconsin Magazine of History, and
invitations to special member-only events.



How can I become a member of the Wisconsin Historical Society?

You can become a member by visiting the Wisconsin Historical Society's official website and selecting a
membership level that suits you. Memberships can be purchased online, by phone, or by mail.

What types of membership does the Wisconsin Historical Society offer?

The Wisconsin Historical Society offers various membership levels including individual, family, senior, student,
and lifetime memberships, each with different benefits and pricing.

Can Wisconsin Historical Society members get discounts on events and
programs?

Yes, members often receive discounts on tickets to lectures, workshops, tours, and other educational
programs hosted by the Wisconsin Historical Society.

Does Wisconsin Historical Society membership support historical
preservation?

Yes, membership fees help support the Wisconsin Historical Society’s mission to preserve Wisconsin’s history,
including maintaining archives, museums, and historic sites.

Are Wisconsin Historical Society memberships renewable annually?

Yes, most Wisconsin Historical Society memberships are annual and can be renewed each year to continue
enjoying member benefits.

Do members of the Wisconsin Historical Society receive any publications?

Members typically receive the Wisconsin Magazine of History and other newsletters that provide updates on
Society activities, historical articles, and upcoming events.

Is the Wisconsin Historical Society membership tax-deductible?

Membership fees may be tax-deductible as a charitable contribution. It is recommended to consult with a tax
advisor or review IRS guidelines for specific details.

Additional Resources
1. Wisconsin Historical Society Membership Guide
This comprehensive guide offers an overview of the benefits and opportunities available to members of the
Wisconsin Historical Society. It details exclusive access to archives, special events, and educational
programs designed to deepen understanding of Wisconsin’s rich history. New and prospective members will find
practical information on how to get involved and make the most of their membership.

2. Preserving the Past: Stories from Wisconsin Historical Society Members
A collection of personal stories and experiences from long-time members of the Wisconsin Historical Society.
This book highlights how individual contributions have helped preserve Wisconsin’s heritage. Readers gain insight
into the community spirit and dedication that underpin the Society’s mission.

3. The Wisconsin Historical Society: A Legacy of Learning
This volume traces the history and evolution of the Wisconsin Historical Society itself, emphasizing the role
of its members in shaping its direction. It explores major projects, landmark collections, and the educational



outreach that has made the Society a cornerstone of historical scholarship in the state.

4. Engaging with History: A Member’s Handbook for Wisconsin Historical Society Events
Designed for active members, this handbook provides detailed information about the Society’s events,
workshops, and lectures. It encourages participation and offers tips on how to engage with historians,
researchers, and fellow members to enrich the historical experience.

5. Collecting Wisconsin: A Guide for Historical Society Members
Focused on the art and science of historical collecting, this book guides members on how to identify, preserve,
and donate artifacts related to Wisconsin’s past. It includes best practices for cataloging and caring for
collections, ensuring that valuable items are maintained for future generations.

6. Voices of the Past: Oral Histories by Wisconsin Historical Society Members
This book features a compilation of oral histories recorded by members, capturing firsthand accounts of life in
Wisconsin across different eras. It showcases the importance of member involvement in preserving diverse
narratives and enriching the state’s historical record.

7. Family Histories and Genealogy: Resources for Wisconsin Historical Society Members
A practical guide for members interested in tracing their family roots using the Society’s extensive archives. It
outlines research strategies, available databases, and tips for navigating genealogical resources that shed
light on Wisconsin families’ heritage.

8. Historic Wisconsin Landscapes: A Photographic Journey by Society Members
This visually stunning book features photographs contributed by members, highlighting Wisconsin’s historic
sites and landscapes. Accompanied by informative captions and historical context, it celebrates the natural
and cultural heritage preserved through member efforts.

9. Advocating for History: The Role of Wisconsin Historical Society Members in Preservation Policy
An insightful examination of how members have influenced historic preservation policies and practices in
Wisconsin. This book discusses advocacy campaigns, legislative successes, and the ongoing challenges faced by
the Society and its members in protecting the state’s historical assets.
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Scott C. Stevenson, 2013-05-13 Originally published by Stevenson, Inc., this practical resource
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