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wisconsin economic development corporation wedc plays a pivotal role in
fostering economic growth and enhancing business opportunities in the state
of Wisconsin. As the state's lead economic development agency, the Wisconsin
Economic Development Corporation (WEDC) is committed to supporting
businesses, communities, and entrepreneurs by providing resources, funding,
and strategic initiatives. This article explores the structure, programs, and
impact of WEDC, highlighting how it drives job creation, innovation, and
investment across Wisconsin. Understanding the functions and benefits of WEDC
is essential for businesses looking to expand or relocate within the state.
The following sections provide a comprehensive overview of WEDC's mission,
services, key programs, and partnerships that contribute to Wisconsin's
economic vitality.
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Overview of Wisconsin Economic Development
Corporation (WEDC)
The Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation (WEDC) is a public-private
organization established to promote sustainable economic growth throughout
Wisconsin. It functions as the state’s main economic development agency,
tasked with creating an environment that supports innovation,
entrepreneurship, and job creation. WEDC operates under the guidance of a
board of directors and collaborates closely with government entities, private
sector partners, and local communities to implement strategies that improve
the business climate.



Mission and Vision
WEDC’s mission is to foster a dynamic and inclusive economy by helping
businesses start, grow, and succeed while enhancing the quality of life for
Wisconsin residents. Its vision emphasizes a thriving state economy driven by
innovation, diverse industries, and competitive workforce development.
Through strategic investments and partnerships, WEDC aims to position
Wisconsin as a leading state for business and economic opportunity.

Organizational Structure
The organization is structured to efficiently deliver services and programs
that support economic development goals. WEDC includes specialized teams
focused on business attraction, industry development, community assistance,
and innovation. This structure enables it to address the unique needs of
various sectors and regions across Wisconsin.

Core Programs and Services Offered by WEDC
WEDC provides an extensive array of programs and services designed to support
businesses at every stage of development. These initiatives are tailored to
stimulate investment, facilitate access to capital, and enhance workforce
capabilities.

Financial Assistance Programs
One of the key offerings of WEDC includes financial incentives aimed at
encouraging business expansion and job creation. These programs provide
grants, loans, and tax credits to eligible companies across multiple
industries.

Business Development Tax Credits: Incentives for companies creating new
jobs or making capital investments.

Community Development Investment Grants: Funding to support local
infrastructure and economic development projects.

Entrepreneurial Loan Programs: Low-interest loans to assist startups and
growing businesses.

Business Support Services
Beyond financial support, WEDC offers consulting, market research, and
networking opportunities to help businesses navigate challenges and



capitalize on growth prospects. These services include guidance on export
development, regulatory compliance, and innovation commercialization.

WEDC’s Role in Business Growth and Investment
WEDC serves as a catalyst for business growth by attracting new companies to
Wisconsin and supporting existing businesses to expand. Its comprehensive
approach encompasses site selection assistance, workforce solutions, and
facilitating access to capital markets.

Business Attraction and Retention
Through targeted marketing and outreach efforts, WEDC promotes Wisconsin’s
competitive advantages, including its skilled workforce, infrastructure, and
strategic location. It works closely with local economic development
organizations to retain key employers and attract new investments.

Innovation and Technology Advancement
WEDC actively supports innovation through initiatives that foster research
and development, technology transfer, and entrepreneurship. Programs such as
innovation grants and business incubators provide critical resources for
technology-driven companies.

Community and Workforce Development Initiatives
Recognizing that a robust workforce and vibrant communities are essential to
economic success, WEDC invests in programs that enhance skills development
and local capacity building.

Workforce Training and Education
WEDC partners with educational institutions, industry associations, and
employers to develop training programs that align with current market
demands. These efforts aim to close skill gaps and prepare workers for high-
demand occupations.

Community Development Support
WEDC assists municipalities and regional organizations in planning and
executing development projects that improve quality of life and economic
competitiveness. This includes revitalizing downtown areas, expanding
infrastructure, and supporting affordable housing initiatives.



Partnerships and Collaborations
Collaboration is a cornerstone of WEDC’s strategy. The organization works
with a diverse range of partners to leverage resources and expertise for
maximum economic impact.

Public-Private Partnerships
WEDC collaborates with government agencies, private companies, non-profits,
and educational institutions to align efforts and foster innovation
ecosystems. These partnerships help to create coordinated strategies that
benefit multiple stakeholders.

Regional and Local Economic Development Agencies
By partnering with regional economic development organizations and local
chambers of commerce, WEDC ensures that statewide initiatives are adapted to
meet local needs and opportunities. This network enhances the reach and
effectiveness of its programs.

Impact and Success Stories
The Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation has demonstrated measurable
success in driving economic growth, job creation, and innovation throughout
the state. Several case studies highlight how WEDC’s support has transformed
businesses and communities.

Job Creation and Investment Growth
WEDC’s programs have resulted in thousands of new jobs and significant
capital investments in Wisconsin industries such as manufacturing,
technology, agriculture, and healthcare. These outcomes contribute to a
stronger and more resilient state economy.

Business Expansion and Startup Successes
Many startups and expanding businesses have benefited from WEDC’s financial
assistance and advisory services, enabling them to scale operations, enter
new markets, and increase competitiveness. These success stories underscore
the corporation’s vital role in Wisconsin’s economic landscape.

WEDC helped a technology firm secure funding to double its workforce
within two years.



A manufacturing company utilized WEDC grants to upgrade equipment and
increase production capacity.

Entrepreneurs received mentorship and loans through WEDC programs,
leading to successful product launches.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Wisconsin Economic Development
Corporation (WEDC)?
The Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation (WEDC) is the state’s lead
economic development agency, focused on supporting businesses, communities,
and workforce development to promote economic growth in Wisconsin.

How does WEDC support small businesses in Wisconsin?
WEDC supports small businesses through various programs including grants,
loans, tax credits, and business advisory services designed to help startups
and existing businesses grow and create jobs.

What types of funding opportunities does WEDC offer?
WEDC offers a range of funding opportunities such as business development
loans, grants for innovation and entrepreneurship, workforce training grants,
and tax incentives for businesses investing in Wisconsin.

How can Wisconsin communities benefit from WEDC
initiatives?
Communities in Wisconsin benefit from WEDC initiatives through community
development grants, infrastructure support, workforce training programs, and
strategic planning assistance to foster local economic growth and job
creation.

What role does WEDC play in workforce development?
WEDC collaborates with educational institutions, employers, and workforce
organizations to provide training programs, apprenticeships, and skill
development initiatives to ensure a skilled workforce aligned with industry
needs.

How can businesses apply for WEDC programs and



assistance?
Businesses can apply for WEDC programs and assistance by visiting the WEDC
official website, where they can find information on eligibility, program
details, and submit applications online or contact WEDC representatives for
guidance.

Additional Resources
1. The Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation: A Catalyst for Growth
This book provides an in-depth look at the role of the Wisconsin Economic
Development Corporation (WEDC) in fostering statewide economic growth. It
explores WEDC’s strategies, initiatives, and partnerships that have helped
transform Wisconsin’s business landscape. Readers will gain insights into how
public-private collaboration can drive innovation and job creation.

2. Building Wisconsin’s Future: The Impact of WEDC on Local Economies
Focusing on case studies across Wisconsin, this book illustrates how WEDC’s
programs have revitalized communities through investment and support for
small businesses. It highlights success stories of entrepreneurs and sectors
that have flourished with WEDC assistance. The book also discusses challenges
faced and lessons learned in economic development.

3. Innovation and Investment: WEDC’s Role in Wisconsin’s Tech Sector
This title delves into WEDC’s efforts to boost Wisconsin’s technology
industries, including biotech, manufacturing, and IT. It examines funding
initiatives, incubator programs, and partnerships with universities that have
fueled innovation. The book offers a comprehensive overview of how targeted
economic policies can nurture high-tech ecosystems.

4. Public Policy and Economic Growth: The Wisconsin Model
Analyzing the policy framework behind WEDC, this book outlines how state
government policies align with economic development goals. It discusses
incentives, tax credits, and regulatory reforms designed to attract and
retain businesses. The text serves as a resource for policymakers and
economic developers interested in replicating Wisconsin’s approach.

5. Entrepreneurship in Wisconsin: WEDC’s Support Systems
This book focuses on the resources and programs WEDC provides to
entrepreneurs starting and scaling businesses. Topics include access to
capital, mentorship networks, and business development services. It offers
practical guidance for aspiring business owners and highlights WEDC’s role in
fostering an entrepreneurial culture.

6. Workforce Development and Economic Prosperity in Wisconsin
Exploring the connection between workforce readiness and economic success,
this book details WEDC’s initiatives to enhance skills training and
education. It covers collaborations with educational institutions and
industry leaders to meet labor market demands. The book emphasizes the
importance of human capital in sustaining economic development.



7. Manufacturing Renaissance: WEDC’s Strategy for Wisconsin’s Industrial
Sector
This title examines how WEDC supports the manufacturing industry through
innovation, modernization, and export promotion. It discusses programs aimed
at increasing competitiveness and adapting to global market changes. The book
provides insight into revitalizing traditional industries in a changing
economy.

8. Sustainable Economic Development: Wisconsin’s Green Growth Initiatives
Highlighting WEDC’s commitment to sustainability, this book explores efforts
to promote clean energy, environmental technologies, and sustainable business
practices. It analyzes how green initiatives contribute to long-term economic
resilience. The book serves as a guide for integrating sustainability into
development strategies.

9. Regional Collaboration and Economic Development in Wisconsin
This book investigates how WEDC facilitates cooperation among counties,
cities, and regions to maximize economic potential. It presents examples of
regional planning, resource sharing, and joint marketing efforts. Readers
will learn about the benefits and complexities of collaborative economic
development approaches.
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Department of Commerce, is the state entity primarily responsible for economic development in
Wisconsin. This issue brief provides an overview of WEDC's structure and duties, certain grant and
loan programs, and evaluations of those programs -- from page 1.
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and Local Perspective D. Robinson, 2014-09-17 This definitive work mixes case law, public policy,
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economy, to illustrate how economic growth is driven through strong public-private partnerships,
and how successful growth strategies from the state and local level operate to grow jobs.
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2021-11-19 Powerful and resonant,Foxconnedis both the definitive autopsy of the Foxconn fiasco
and a dire warning to communities and states nationwide. When Wisconsin governor Scott Walker
stood shoulder to shoulder with President Trump and Speaker of the House Paul Ryan at the White
House in July 2017, they painted a glorious picture of his state’s future. Foxconn, the enormous
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China-based electronics firm, was promising to bring TV manufacturing back to the United States
with a $10 billion investment and 13,000 well-paying jobs. They actually were making America great
again, they crowed. Two years later, the project was in shambles. Ten thousand construction
workers were supposed to have been building what Trump had promised would be “the eighth
wonder of the world.” Instead, land had been seized, homes had been destroyed, and hundreds of
millions of municipal dollars had been committed for just a few hundred jobs—nowhere near enough
for Foxconn to earn the incentives Walker had shoveled at them. In Foxconned, journalist Lawrence
Tabak details the full story of this utter collapse, which was disturbingly inevitable. As Tabak shows,
everything about Foxconn was a disaster. But worse, he reveals how the economic incentive
infrastructure across the country is broken, leading to waste, cronyism, and the steady transfer of
tax revenue to corporations. Tabak details every kind of financial chicanery, from eminent domain
abuse to good old-fashioned looting—all to benefit a coterie of consultants, politicians, and
contractors. With compassion and care, he also reports the distressing stories of the many
individuals whose lives were upended by Foxconn.
  wisconsin economic development corporation wedc: Wisconsin Housing and Economic
Development Authority , 2013
  wisconsin economic development corporation wedc: Comprehensive Economic
Development Strategy ... Annual Report East Central Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission,
2012
  wisconsin economic development corporation wedc: Beyond the Skills Gap Matthew T.
Hora, 2019-01-02 2018 Frederic W. Ness Book Award, AAC&U How can educators ensure that
young people who attain a postsecondary credential are adequately prepared for the future?
Matthew T. Hora and his colleagues explain that the answer is not simply that students need more
specialized technical training to meet narrowly defined employment opportunities. Beyond the Skills
Gap challenges this conception of the “skills gap,” highlighting instead the value of broader
twenty-first-century skills in postsecondary education. They advocate for a system in which
employers share responsibility along with the education sector to serve the collective needs of the
economy, society, and students. Drawing on interviews with educators in two- and four-year
institutions and employers in the manufacturing and biotechnology sectors, the authors demonstrate
the critical importance of habits of mind such as problem solving, teamwork, and communication.
They go on to show how faculty and program administrators can create active learning experiences
that develop students’ skills across a range of domains. The book includes in-depth descriptions of
eight educators whose classrooms exemplify the effort to blend technical learning with the
cultivation of twenty-first-century habits of mind. The study, set in Wisconsin, takes place against the
backdrop of heated political debates over the role of public higher education. This thoughtful and
nuanced account, enriched by keen observations of postsecondary instructional practice, promises to
contribute new insights to the rich literature on workforce development and to provide valuable
guidance for postsecondary faculty and administrators.
  wisconsin economic development corporation wedc: Entrepreneurial Knowledge,
Technology and the Transformation of Regions Charlie Karlsson, Börje Johansson, Roger
Stough, 2013-06-26 In recent years, policy makers have given much credence to the role of
entrepreneurship in the transformation of regions. As a result, a new set of policy responses have
emerged that focus on the support of new venture creation, small business growth and idea
generation and commercialization. While there is a wealth of research about entrepreneurship in
general, less attention has been given to the development of new tools and programs in support of
entrepreneurial activities, and to the ways in which the emergence, the character and the types of
entrepreneurship policies might differ between countries. In particular, the transatlantic perspective
is of special interest because of the pioneering role of the United States in this area, and also due to
the European Union's focus on economic competitiveness. The contributions included in this book
explore the emergence of entrepreneurship policies from a transatlantic comparative perspective
and address different aspects of entrepreneurship policies including local entrepreneurship policies



and the relationship between knowledge-based industries and entrepreneurship policies.
  wisconsin economic development corporation wedc: Education for Democracy Chad Alan
Goldberg, 2020-11-17 American public universities were founded in a civic tradition that
differentiated them from their European predecessors—steering away from the pursuit of knowledge
for its own sake. Like many such higher education institutions across the United States, the
University of Wisconsin’s mission, known as the Wisconsin Idea, emphasizes a responsibility to serve
the needs of the state and its people. This commitment, which necessarily requires a pledge to
academic freedom, has recently been openly threatened by state and federal actors seeking to
dismantle a democratic and expansive conception of public service. Using the Wisconsin Idea as a
lens, Education for Democracy argues that public higher education institutions remain a bastion of
collaborative problem solving. Examinations of partnerships between the state university and people
of the state highlight many crucial and lasting contributions to issues of broad public concern such
as conservation, LGBTQ+ rights, and poverty alleviation. The contributors restore the value of state
universities and humanities education as a public good, contending that they deserve renewed and
robust support.
  wisconsin economic development corporation wedc: Wisconsin LLC Setup Made Easy
James Fulton, 2024-03-13 Wisconsin LLC Setup Made Easy is a comprehensive guide that simplifies
the process of establishing a Limited Liability Company (LLC) in Wisconsin. Written in a clear and
accessible manner, this book covers all the necessary steps and requirements for forming an LLC in
the state, including registration, obtaining licenses and permits, tax considerations, and more.
Packed with practical tips, helpful resources, and real-life examples, this guide is an essential
resource for anyone looking to start their own business in Wisconsin.
  wisconsin economic development corporation wedc: Great Lakes Chronicle Wisconsin
Coastal Management, 2018-10-02 Lakes Superior and Michigan have long played a vital role in
shaping our state’s history, culture and economy. For forty years, the Wisconsin Coastal
Management Program has collaborated with governments and nonprofit organizations to preserve
and protect this crucial resource, and, since 2002, has promoted public awareness of issues affecting
the lakes in its annual Wisconsin Great Lakes Chronicle. Great Lakes Chronicle: Essays on Coastal
Wisconsin brings together more than one hundred articles by coastal management practitioners,
providing a broad perspective on issues affecting Wisconsin’s Great Lakes shorelines, and
advocating for the wise and balanced use of our coastal environment for the benefit of people now
and in the future.
  wisconsin economic development corporation wedc: When the Hills Are Gone Thomas W.
Pearson, 2017-10-31 Fracking is one of the most controversial methods of fossil fuel extraction in the
United States, but a great deal about it remains out of the public eye. In Wisconsin it has ignited an
unprecedented explosion in the state’s sand mining operations, an essential ingredient in hydraulic
fracturing that has shaken local communities to the core. In When the Hills Are Gone, Thomas W.
Pearson reveals the jolting impact of sand mining on Wisconsin’s environment and politics. A source
of extraordinary wealth for a lucky few, and the cause of despoiled land for many others, sand
mining has raised alarm over air quality, water purity, noise, blasting, depressed tourism, and
damage to the local way of life. It has also spurred a backlash in a grassroots effort that has grown
into a mature political movement battling a powerful mining industry. When the Hills Are Gone tells
the story of Wisconsin’s sand mining wars. Providing on-the-ground accounts from both the mining
industry and the concerned citizens who fought back, Pearson blends social theory, ethnography,
stirring journalism, and his own passionate point of view to offer an essential chapter of Wisconsin’s
history and an important episode in the national environmental movement. Digging deep into the
struggles over place, community, and local democracy that are occurring across the United States,
When the Hills Are Gone gives vital insight into America’s environmental battles along the
unexpected frontlines of energy development.
  wisconsin economic development corporation wedc: Wisconsin in the World Elise S. Ahn,
2023-07-01 During the 2020 and 2021 phases of the global COVID-19 pandemic, there was



significant prognostication regarding what internationalization in higher education would look like
in its aftermath. Within the field of international education, many stated the need to reimagine
internationalization in and of higher education in the face of severe budget cuts, restrictions on
travel, and increased government protectionism in the face of growing nationalistic populism
globally to name a few challenges. Absent from many of those discussions, however, were the voices
of many leader-practitioners who have had to think flexibly about internationalization in higher
education in order to sustain and grow programs throughout the last 20 years despite numerous
exogenous factors, e.g., earlier economic recessions and viral outbreaks, along with endogenous
factors like internal leadership transitions and institutional reorganizations. Wisconsin in the World
explores how internationalization at the University of Wisconsin–Madison (UW) has been a
decades-long, ongoing endeavor. Against that backdrop, the various chapters also provide a
snapshot of how people across the UW campus were reflecting on their work amidst the COVID-19
pandemic and on the implications of the pandemic regarding the future of campus
internationalization. The book is organized into four overarching sections—internationalization of
the curriculum (general and language); experiential learning (co-curricular engagement and
education away); establishing linkages (institutional and outreach); and administration. To highlight
the expansive way campus units have been engaging in internationalization, a wide-ranging set of
chapter case studies have been included. Although not exhaustive, this volume does provide a robust
cross-sectional view into internationalization at UW. For international education scholars and
practitioners then, a number of the chapters also highlight areas that may warrant further
engagement and exploration moving forward. Finally, by examining how internationalization at UW
has been informed by the Wisconsin Idea, this book explores how institutional internationalization
strategies can align with and be tailored to institutional values for long-term sustainability. In
addition to the 34 chapters focusing on different units and programs at UW, Wisconsin in the World
also includes a number of contributions from colleagues at other institutions. Each section has a
lead-in chapter which provides an overview of the scholarship in that particular area and/or a
concluding chapter from a scholar-practitioner situating the UW “cases” in relation to their own
work. The intention of structuring the book this way was to facilitate a dialogue among UW
colleagues, across institutions, and with the scholarship in the field. The target audience for
Wisconsin in the World includes practitioners or scholar practitioners in the field of international
education (study abroad, education away, internships, partnerships, program development), as well
as faculty and students in global higher education or comparative and international education
graduate programs. Additionally, this volume may be of general interest for any higher education
administrator who may not have a background in international education but may become
responsible for programs and support within a school or college context (e.g., a dean or department
chair).
  wisconsin economic development corporation wedc: The Failure and Feasibility of
Capitalism in Africa Kenneth Omeje, 2021-07-23 This book argues that capitalism has practically
failed to deliver the long-desired economic transformation and inclusive development in postcolonial
Africa. The principal factor that accounts for this failure is the prolific non-productive forms of
capitalism that tend to be dominant in the African continent and their governance dimensions. The
research explores how and why capitalism has failed in the African context and the feasibility of
turning it around. The book meets the demands of diverse audiences in the fields of International
Political Economy, Development Economics, Political Science, and African Studies. The author
adopts an unconventional narrativist approach that makes the book amenable to general readership.
  wisconsin economic development corporation wedc: The World We Need Audrea Lim,
2021-05-04 The inspiring people and grassroots organizations that are on the front lines of the battle
to save the planet As the world's scientists have come together and declared a climate emergency,
the fight to protect our planet's ecological resources and the people that depend on them is more
urgent than ever. But the real battles for our future are taking place far from the headlines and
international conferences, in mostly forgotten American communities where the brutal realities of



industrial pollution and environmental degradation have long been playing out. The World We Need
provides a vivid introduction to America's largely unsung grassroots environmental groups—often
led by activists of color and the poor—valiantly fighting back in America's so-called sacrifice zones
against industries poisoning our skies and waterways and heating our planet. Through original
reporting, profiles, artwork, and interviews, we learn how these activist groups, almost always
working on shoestring budgets, are devising creative new tactics; building sustainable projects to
transform local economies; and organizing people long overlooked by the environmental
movement—changing its face along the way. Capturing the riveting stories and hard-won strategies
from a broad cross section of pivotal environmental actions—from Standing Rock to Puerto
Rico—The World We Need offers a powerful new model for the larger environmental movement, and
inspiration for concerned citizens everywhere.
  wisconsin economic development corporation wedc: Energy Production and Management in
the 21st Century V S. Syngellakis, E. Magaril, 2022-07-19 The future of energy production, operation
and management in a changing world was the focus of the 5th International Conference on Energy
Production and Management. Papers presented at the meeting form this volume. A focus is placed
on the comparison of conventional energy sources, particularly hydrocarbons, with a number of
other ways of producing energy, emphasising new technological developments, based on renewable
resources such as solar, hydro, wind and geothermal. Key to sustainability is the need to convert
new sustainable sources of energy into useful forms (electricity, heat, fuel), while finding efficient
ways of storage and distribution. In many cases, the challenges lie as much with the production of
such renewable energy at an acceptable cost, including damage to the environment, as with the
integration of those resources into the existing infrastructure. The changes required to progress
from an economy based mainly on hydrocarbons to one taking advantage of sustainable energy
resources are massive and require considerable scientific research as well as the development of
advanced engineering systems. Such progress demands close collaboration between different
disciplines in order to arrive at optimum solutions. Also discussed is the energy use of industrial
processes, including the embedded energy contents of materials, such as those in the built
environment. Energy production, operation, distribution and usage, result in environmental risks
that need to be better understood. They are part of energy economics and relate to human
environmental health as well as ecosystems behaviour. An emphasis is placed on the ways in which
more efficient use can be made of conventional as well as new energy sources. This relates to
savings in energy consumption, reduction of energy losses, as well as the implementation of smart
devices and the design of intelligent distribution networks.
  wisconsin economic development corporation wedc: 2016-2017 Directory of American
Politics Arlander C. Brown, 2016-05-03 The 2015–2016 edition of The Directory of American Politics
is the most comprehensive listing of government and private political organizations yet published,
with information on the offices of federal and state elected officials, interest groups, media outlets,
Super PACs, and registered lobbyists—in short, an exhaustive listing of every significant
organization and individual involved in the American political system. Each entry contains detailed
contact information, including names, addresses, and telephone numbers. Also included are selected
email and Internet addresses, websites, descriptions of committee assignments, senior staff by name
and responsibility, a listing of sponsored legislation, and more. Entries are categorized by state,
including those for congressional office holders, and are indexed alphabetically and by subject on
topics ranging from voting records to campaign finance. Each person listed in the directory is also
indexed alphabetically.
  wisconsin economic development corporation wedc: The Handy Wisconsin Answer Book
Terri Schlichenmeyer, Mark Meier, 2019-05-01 Illustrating the unique character of the state through
a combination of facts, stats, and history, as well as the unusual and quirky! Beer, cheese, lakes,
rivers, cabins, and cities. With a diverse geography, beautiful natural wonders, and vibrant cities,
tourism naturally plays a major role in Wisconsin’s economy, and its nickname, “America's
Dairyland,” speaks to the importance of agriculture. Of course, cheeseheads abound in Green Bay



and throughout the state, as do the Effigy Mounds—burial mounds—in the form of animals or birds
of the Woodland Indians. The Handy Wisconsin Answer Book takes an in-depth look at the state’s
variety, along with its fascinating history, people, myths, culture, and trivia. Covering its industries,
politicians, arts, media, culture, and, of course, sports dynasties and legends, it brings the state’s
past and present to life. Learn about the earliest people in the Great Lakes area, the Paleo-Indian
People, French explorers, traders, the Paul Bunyan “myth,” today’s numerous ethnic festivals,
including Brat(wurst) Days, Polka Days, Cheese Days, and the Wisconsin Highland Games. Uncover
surprising fun facts like Brett Farve's first forward pass for the Packers was caught by ... Brett
Favre! From log-rolling, the state capital in Madison and its politics, famous breweries, major
manufacturers Kohler Company, Johnson Controls, John Deere, Caterpillar Inc. and Harley-Davidson
motorcycles to the Milwaukee Art Museum, Willem Dafoe, Georgia O’Keeffe, the infamous Jeffrey
Dahmer, Al Jarreau, and other notable people and places, The Handy Wisconsin Answer Book
answers to nearly 1,400 questions the Badger State’s unique and interesting history, people, and
places, including: Why is Wisconsin called “Wisconsin”? How much snow falls in Wisconsin? What is
the Wisconsin state dance? Which Native American tribes called Wisconsin home? Was there a Civil
War POW camp in Wisconsin? How did log rolling become a sport? Why was the Oleomargarine Act
supported by nearly every farmer in the Dairy State? What was the Day the Music Died? How many
acres of State Forests does Wisconsin have? Was Paul Bunyan a real person? Where is the Pabst
Mansion located? What is the most popular attraction in the state? How many beer festivals are
there in Wisconsin? Where is Roundy’s headquartered? Which waterway is most important to
Wisconsin? Which political party held sway in Wisconsin when the state was formed? What caused
so much controversy in the redistricting of 2010? What is unique about Wisconsin’s capitol building?
Where did the Green Bay Packers get their name? How much did each winning player make for
playing in Superbowl I? How much milk does it take to make one pound of butter? How many towns
in Wisconsin claim to be the UFO Capital of the World? The Handy Wisconsin Answer Book answers
these and more intriguing questions about people, places, events, government, and places of
interest! It's an informative and fun look at the Badger State, people, history, and culture.
  wisconsin economic development corporation wedc: Retaining and Transitioning
Businesses in Communities Norman Walzer, Christopher D. Merrett, 2025-06-27 This edited
collection presents successful business succession planning in smaller rural communities where
profit margins are low, markets are shrinking, and there are few potential buyers. Finding
innovative ways to successfully transition these businesses to new owners is at the heart of
community and economic development efforts if many of these communities are to thrive in the
future. Chapters outline options for successfully transitioning businesses that have worked in
Canada, England, and the U.S. The book explores a variety of alternative approaches to transitioning
small businesses to new owners using a different ownership model. A common theme running
through these approaches is that employees and/or members of the community are engaged in
working with or possibly owning the business in some cases. The book's discussions are not
prescriptive, recommending specific models or strategies. Instead, they provide valuable insights
into viable alternatives and suggest additional resource materials. This book is essential for
academics, policymakers, and practitioners working on community and economic development
issues, especially in areas with aging populations.
  wisconsin economic development corporation wedc: Comprehensive Annual Financial
Report , 2014
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