
why does math suck
why does math suck is a question that resonates with many students and learners across the
globe. Despite its fundamental role in education and practical applications, math often feels
frustrating, abstract, and inaccessible. The reasons behind this widespread struggle are
multifaceted, involving psychological, educational, and cognitive factors. This article explores the
common causes of math aversion, including teaching methods, anxiety, and the abstract nature of
mathematical concepts. Furthermore, it looks into how societal attitudes and misconceptions
contribute to the negative perception of math. By understanding these challenges, educators and
learners can work towards more effective strategies to improve math engagement and
comprehension. The following sections delve into the key reasons why math is often disliked and
perceived as difficult.

Psychological Barriers to Learning Math

Educational Approaches and Their Impact

The Abstract Nature of Mathematical Concepts

Societal and Cultural Influences on Math Perception

Strategies to Overcome Math Difficulties

Psychological Barriers to Learning Math
One of the primary reasons why does math suck for many learners lies in the psychological barriers
that interfere with effective learning. Math anxiety, low confidence, and fixed mindset beliefs
significantly affect students' ability to engage with mathematical content.

Math Anxiety and Its Effects
Math anxiety is a well-documented psychological phenomenon characterized by feelings of tension
and fear when approaching math tasks. This anxiety can lead to avoidance behaviors, reduced
working memory capacity during problem-solving, and ultimately poor performance. The fear of
failure or making mistakes often exacerbates the dislike for math, creating a vicious cycle that is
difficult to break.

Self-Confidence and Mindset
Learners who believe they are "not good at math" often develop a fixed mindset that limits their
potential to improve. This negative self-perception discourages persistence and effort, making math
seem insurmountable. Conversely, a growth mindset encourages resilience and viewing challenges
as opportunities to learn, but such attitudes are not always nurtured in traditional learning



environments.

Educational Approaches and Their Impact
The way math is taught plays a critical role in shaping students' attitudes. Traditional teaching
methods often emphasize rote memorization and repetitive drills, which can make math feel tedious
and disconnected from real-world applications.

Rote Learning Versus Conceptual Understanding
Many math curricula focus heavily on memorizing formulas and procedures without ensuring deep
conceptual understanding. This approach can leave students confused about the underlying
principles, which diminishes their ability to apply math creatively or solve novel problems. Without
clarity on why methods work, math becomes a series of arbitrary rules that must be memorized,
contributing to frustration.

Lack of Personalized Instruction
Classroom settings with large student-to-teacher ratios often fail to address individual learning
needs. Students who struggle may not receive the tailored guidance necessary to overcome specific
difficulties. This lack of personalized support can make math seem inaccessible and reinforce
feelings of failure.

The Abstract Nature of Mathematical Concepts
Mathematics is inherently abstract, dealing with symbols, numbers, and theoretical constructs that
do not have immediate tangible representations. This abstraction can make it challenging for
learners to grasp concepts intuitively.

Difficulty in Visualizing Math Ideas
Many mathematical ideas, such as algebraic expressions or geometry theorems, require visualization
skills that are not instinctive for all learners. Without concrete examples or visual aids, students may
struggle to understand relationships and operations, leading to confusion and disengagement.

Progression and Complexity
As math education advances, concepts build upon each other in increasing complexity. Early gaps in
understanding can hinder progress, making subsequent topics seem overwhelming. The cumulative
nature of math demands consistent mastery, which can be discouraging for students who fall behind.



Societal and Cultural Influences on Math Perception
Beyond individual and educational factors, societal attitudes towards math significantly impact how
it is perceived and experienced by learners. Cultural stereotypes, peer influence, and parental
attitudes contribute to the widespread belief that math is inherently difficult or unpleasant.

Stereotypes and Gender Bias
Social stereotypes often depict math as a subject suited primarily for certain groups, particularly
males, which can discourage underrepresented populations from engaging fully. These biases affect
confidence and participation, reinforcing the notion that math "sucks" for those who do not fit the
stereotype.

Peer and Parental Attitudes
Negative comments about math from peers and parents can shape a child's attitude from an early
age. When adults express dislike or anxiety about math, children are likely to internalize those
feelings, perpetuating a cycle of aversion and underachievement.

Strategies to Overcome Math Difficulties
Understanding why does math suck can guide the development of effective strategies to improve
math learning experiences. Addressing psychological, pedagogical, and cultural factors is essential
for fostering positive attitudes and stronger skills.

Enhancing Engagement Through Real-World Applications
Connecting math concepts to real-life situations can make learning more relevant and interesting.
Practical examples help students see the value of math beyond the classroom, motivating them to
invest effort and develop problem-solving skills.

Implementing Growth Mindset Practices
Encouraging a growth mindset involves praising effort rather than innate ability, teaching that
mistakes are part of the learning process, and providing constructive feedback. These practices
build resilience and reduce math anxiety, enabling students to approach challenges with confidence.

Utilizing Technology and Visual Tools
Interactive software, visual aids, and manipulatives can bridge the gap between abstract concepts
and tangible understanding. These resources cater to diverse learning styles and can make complex
ideas more accessible and engaging.



Providing Personalized Support
Tutoring, small group instruction, and adaptive learning platforms offer tailored assistance that
addresses individual weaknesses and learning pace. Personalized support is crucial for students who
struggle, helping to close gaps and build a solid foundation for future math success.

Promoting Positive Societal Attitudes
Efforts to challenge stereotypes and normalize math difficulties as common and surmountable can
shift cultural perceptions. Encouraging inclusive participation and highlighting diverse role models
in math-related fields contribute to a more welcoming environment for all learners.

Math anxiety and its impact on learning

Limitations of traditional teaching methods

Challenges posed by abstract mathematical concepts

Influence of societal stereotypes and attitudes

Effective strategies for improving math engagement

Frequently Asked Questions

Why do many students feel like math sucks?
Many students find math challenging because it requires abstract thinking and problem-solving
skills that can be difficult to grasp without proper guidance and practice.

Is it normal to feel frustrated with math?
Yes, it's normal to feel frustrated with math at times, especially when encountering complex
concepts or problems. Persistence and seeking help can improve understanding.

Why does math seem boring to some people?
Math can seem boring if it's taught in a way that doesn't connect to real-life applications or engage
the learner's interests, making the subject feel abstract and irrelevant.

Can difficulty in math be due to teaching methods?
Absolutely. Teaching methods that don't accommodate different learning styles or fail to provide
clear explanations can make math harder to understand and less enjoyable.



Does struggling with math mean you're not smart?
Struggling with math doesn't reflect intelligence. It often means that a person needs more practice,
different teaching approaches, or time to develop the necessary skills.

Why do some people say 'math sucks' even though it’s
important?
People might say 'math sucks' because they have had negative experiences with the subject, yet they
acknowledge its importance in everyday life and various careers.

How can I make math less frustrating and more enjoyable?
To make math more enjoyable, try relating problems to real-world situations, using interactive tools,
practicing regularly, and seeking help when needed.

Is math inherently difficult, or is it just the way it’s taught?
Math itself isn't inherently difficult; however, the way it's taught can impact how easy or hard it
feels. Effective teaching that builds concepts gradually can make math more accessible.

Why does math require so much memorization, and can it be
learned without it?
Math involves memorization of formulas and procedures, but understanding underlying concepts
and logic is more important and can reduce the need for rote memorization.

Additional Resources
1. Why Math Sucks: Unraveling the Mystery Behind Our Math Struggles
This book explores the common reasons many people find math difficult and frustrating. It delves
into psychological barriers, teaching methods, and societal attitudes that contribute to math anxiety.
Readers will gain insights into how to overcome these challenges and develop a more positive
relationship with math.

2. The Math Myth: Debunking the Idea That Math Has to Be Hard
Challenging the belief that math is inherently difficult, this book presents research and stories that
show how math can be accessible and even enjoyable. It highlights alternative teaching techniques
and mindset shifts that make learning math easier. The author encourages readers to rethink their
preconceived notions about math.

3. Math Frustration: Causes and Solutions for a Common Problem
This book identifies the root causes of math frustration, including gaps in foundational knowledge,
ineffective instruction, and fear of failure. It offers practical strategies for students, parents, and
educators to address these issues. Through real-life examples, the book demonstrates how
persistence and the right support can change math experiences.

4. The Hidden Reasons You Hate Math



Focusing on emotional and cognitive factors, this book reveals why many people develop a dislike or
hatred for math. It discusses the impact of early experiences, societal stereotypes, and teaching
styles on math attitudes. The author provides advice for healing negative associations and building
confidence in math skills.

5. From Math Dread to Math Confidence: A Journey to Overcome Math Anxiety
This book offers a compassionate guide for those struggling with math anxiety. It combines
psychological insights with practical exercises to help readers reduce fear and build competence.
The author shares inspiring stories of individuals who transformed their math experiences through
perseverance.

6. Why Does Math Suck in School? Rethinking Math Education
Examining the education system, this book critiques traditional math teaching methods that often
alienate students. It advocates for innovative, student-centered approaches that foster
understanding and engagement. The book includes case studies of successful math programs that
challenge the status quo.

7. Math Sucks Because It’s Abstract: Making Math Concrete and Fun
This book argues that the abstract nature of math is a key reason students struggle with it. It
presents techniques to make math concepts more tangible and relatable through hands-on activities
and real-world applications. Educators and learners will find creative ways to bring math to life.

8. Busting the Math Suck Syndrome: Tools for Teachers and Parents
Targeting those who support learners, this book provides tools and strategies to help children and
adults overcome negative feelings about math. It emphasizes encouragement, patience, and tailored
approaches to fit individual needs. The book serves as a practical guide to creating a math-positive
environment.

9. Math Doesn’t Have to Suck: Changing Your Mindset for Success
This motivational book focuses on the power of mindset in math achievement. It explains how beliefs
about math ability influence performance and offers techniques to cultivate a growth mindset. By
changing how they think about math, readers can improve their skills and enjoyment of the subject.

Why Does Math Suck

Find other PDF articles:
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  why does math suck: Booktalking Nonfiction Jennifer Bromann-Bender, 2013-12-20
Booktalking Nonfiction: 200 Sure-Fire Winners for Middle and High School Readers will provide an
introduction to selecting and writing booktalks for nonfiction books with a focus on unique
informational texts and biographies and autobiographies. A booktalk is a summary of a book
presented in a way that would interest someone in reading the book described. Why non-fiction?
Because the Common Core Standards Initiative, which most states have adopted, requires that 70%
of the materials students read be from the category of informational texts it is especially important
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to focus on nonfiction when sharing books with students. Here’s everything you need to do just that.
Chapters cover selecting, writing, preparing, and presenting booktalks, special tips for high-interest,
low-level books, and using non-fiction in the library and the classroom. Two hundred
ready-to-present booktalks arranged by genre are also included. Genres include animals, famous
people, sports, crime and serial killers, movies and television, religion, war, history, and the
supernatural.
  why does math suck: The Principles of the Trinary Universe Jeffrey Flesher,
  why does math suck: How Not to Suck W. B. Flutie, 2008-09-22 Do you know someone who
sucks? Do you suck? Would you like to stop sucking? If so, you've found the right book. How not to
suck will show you who sucks (everyone) and what sucks (most everything). From there, you will
learn how to become the speed bump on the sucky highway. So, get your helmet, strap it on, and get
ready to tackle suckage right in its tracks. Chapter titles include: How not to suck in bed (or why you
should), How not to be an Ugly American, The reasons work sucks and how to stop the madness, and
many many more (not actual title, but maybe it should be.) Now REEL BIG FISH approved!!!
  why does math suck: Is Math Real? Eugenia Cheng, 2023-08-15 One of the world’s most
creative mathematicians offers a “brilliant” and “mesmerizing” (Popular Science) new way to look at
math—focusing on questions, not answers Winner of the Los Angeles Times Book Prize and a New
Scientist Best Book of the Year Where do we learn math: From rules in a textbook? From logic and
deduction? Not really, according to mathematician Eugenia Cheng: we learn it from human
curiosity—most importantly, from asking questions. This may come as a surprise to those who think
that math is about finding the one right answer, or those who were told that the “dumb” question
they asked just proved they were bad at math. But Cheng shows why people who ask questions like
“Why does 1 + 1 = 2?” are at the very heart of the search for mathematical truth. Is Math Real? is a
much-needed repudiation of the rigid ways we’re taught to do math, and a celebration of the true,
curious spirit of the discipline. Written with intelligence and passion, Is Math Real? brings us math
as we’ve never seen it before, revealing how profound insights can emerge from seemingly unlikely
sources.
  why does math suck: The New Soft War on Women Caryl Rivers, Rosalind C. Barnett,
2013-10-17 For the first time in history, women make up half the educated labor force and are
earning the majority of advanced degrees. It should be the best time ever for women, and yet... it’s
not. Storm clouds are gathering, and the worst thing is that most women don’t have a clue what
could be coming. In large part this is because the message they’re being fed is that they now have it
made. But do they? In The New Soft War on Women, respected experts on gender issues and the
psychology of women Caryl Rivers and Rosalind C. Barnett argue that an insidious war of subtle
biases and barriers is being waged that continues to marginalize women. Although women have
made huge strides in recent years, these gains have not translated into money and influence.
Consider the following: - Women with MBAs earn, on average, $4,600 less than their male
counterparts in their first job out of business school. - Female physicians earn, on average, 39
percent less than male physicians. - Female financial analysts take in 35 percent less, and female
chief executives one quarter less than men in similar positions. In this eye-opening book, Rivers and
Barnett offer women the real facts as well as tools for combating the “soft war” tactics that prevent
them from advancing in their careers. With women now central to the economy, determining to a
large degree whether it thrives or stagnates, this is one war no one can afford for them to lose.
  why does math suck: Oblivion's Triumph Dylan McFadyen, 2023-08-24 Shaara is running out
of friends. The sacrifices she and Warden made two years ago bought the League time, not victory.
The war against the Undying has left them exhausted, drained of everything but hope—and precious
little of that. The simple fact is that the Undying are going to win. Warden knows it, Shaara knows it.
The Undying sure as hell know it. Until, out of the black, the Eternal comes to Shaara with an offer
she can’t refuse, however much she’d like to. The threat he warned her about two years ago is real,
and now it’s come calling. It cares nothing for their little war. All life in the galaxy, Undying or not,
will end if it spreads unchecked. Shaara and the Eternal have little choice but to work together to



destroy it . . . At least, for now. But people on both sides aren’t happy with an alliance, however
temporary. Some of them are willing to risk all that lives just for a shot at power—and revenge. If
Shaara can’t find a way to defeat them, she and the few friends she has left will lose more than their
lives. They’ll lose everything.
  why does math suck: Integrating Literature in the Disciplines Sharon Kane, 2020-04-22 The
Second Edition of this practical and comprehensive resource offers a multitude of ways to
incorporate literature into teaching and learning across a range of disciplines. Future and practicing
teachers, librarians, instructional coaches, and school leaders can implement the ideas within this
text to improve the literacy skills and knowledge of students, while also addressing standards and
curricular goals of various content areas. The new edition recognizes a paradigm shift from content
areas to disciplines, reflecting the specific ways reading and writing are used in different fields of
study. Updated with current research and practices, the volume recommends and evaluates books in
different genres and categories, with chapters on informational books; fiction; biography and
memoir; poetry; and hands-on and how-to books. For every category, Kane provides a rationale,
instructional strategies, and author studies, as well as lists and descriptions of books related to
curricular areas. With a wealth of activities and new BookTalks, this Second Edition is greatly
revised and features expanded attention to technology, digital learning, diversity, and culture. Using
this text will create opportunities for deep discussions and will stimulate students’ interest and
motivation to read and learn. Integrating Literature in the Disciplines helps educators identify books
that fit with any subject to enhance the creative and affective dimensions of school life; encourages
interdisciplinary connections; and increases the depth and relevance of lessons. It is ideal for
professional development and serves as a tool for Readers’ Advisory to match books with readers
throughout the school day and beyond.
  why does math suck: Oblivion's Galaxy - The Complete Trilogy Dylan McFadyen, 1900 First
Lieutenant Shaara was dead this morning. Her captain is furious at her. She wasted company
resources getting herself killed, and it’s coming out of her paycheck. Now, she’s sitting across from
the first other human being she’s seen in six years. His name is Adnan. He claims to come from
Earth—but that’s impossible. Earth died a long time ago. If Adnan’s telling the truth, he and the
decaying ship the captain pulled him off are nearly a thousand years old. Wherever he’s from, he’s
Shaara’s responsibility now. Which is the last thing she needs. But it’s either that, or the captain
sells Adnan into slavery. Shaara knows what that would mean. Most humans do. And something
inside her won’t let her abandon Adnan to it: revenant memories, stabbed awake by the look in his
eyes. Facing those memories won’t be easy. It’d be far easier to ignore the feeling driving her
forward. Far easier to let it all go to hell, and drift back to sleep. Until a shadowy new faction starts
stoking the fires of war. They’re looking for Adnan; Earth’s last survivor holds the key to unleash a
terrible, indiscriminate vengeance on the galaxy that wronged them. Who they are is a mystery—to
everyone but Shaara. Hard as she’s tried to forget, she knows them all too well. Which means she’s
the only one who can stop them. The question is: does she want to? Maybe the galaxy’s earned a
little vengeance. The first book in the trilogy, Oblivion's Cloak, won First Place in the Space Opera
category at the 2023 Cygnus Awards!
  why does math suck: The Imperfect and Unfinished Math Teacher [Grades K-12] Chase Orton,
2022-02-24 The system won’t do it for us. But we have each other. In The Imperfect and Unfinished
Math Teacher: A Journey to Reclaim Our Professional Growth, master storyteller Chase Orton offers
a vulnerable and courageous grassroots guide that leads K-12 math teachers through a journey to
cultivate a more equitable, inclusive, and cohesive culture of professionalism for themselves...what
he calls professional flourishment. The book builds from two bold premises. First, that as educators,
we are all naturally imperfect and unfinished, and growth should be our constant goal. Second, that
the last 40 years of top-down PD efforts in mathematics have rarely supplied teachers with what
they need to equitably grow their practice and foster classrooms that are likewise empowered,
inclusive, and cohesive. With gentle humanity, this book inspires teachers to break down silos,
observe each others’ classrooms, interrogate their own biases, and put students at the center of



everything they do in the math classroom. This book: Weaves raw and authentic stories—both
personal and those from other educators—into a relatable and validating narrative Offers interactive
opportunities to self-reflect, build relationships, seek new vantage on our teaching by observing
others’ classrooms and students, and share and listen to other’s stories and experiences Asks
teachers to give and accept grace as they work collaboratively to better themselves and the system
from within, so that they can truly serve each of their students authentically and equitably
Implementing the beliefs and actions in this book will position teachers to become more active
partners in each other’s professional growth so that they can navigate the obstacles in their
professional landscape with renewed focus and a greater sense of individual and collective efficacy.
It equips teachers—and by extension, their students—to chart their own course and author their own
equitable and joyful mathematical and professional stories.
  why does math suck: Learning and Teaching Mathematics in The Global Village Marcel
Danesi, 2016-04-29 This book provides a fundamental reassessment of mathematics education in the
digital era. It constitutes a new mindset of how information and knowledge are processed by
introducing new interconnective and interactive pedagogical approaches. Math education is
catching up on technology, as courses and materials use digital sources and resources more and
more. The time has come to evaluate this new dynamic, which transcends all previous use of
ancillary devices to supplement classroom math instruction. Interactivity and interconnectivity with
the online world of math and math texts (such as television programs and internet sites) can be
integrated with our traditional modes for delivery of math instruction. This book looks at how this
integration can unfold practically by applying these relevant pedagogical principles to elementary
topics such as numeration, arithmetic, algebra, story problems, combinatorics, and basic probability
theory. The book further exemplifies how mathematics can be connected to topics in popular culture,
information technologies, and other such domains.
  why does math suck: The Poetry of Computer Science, the Computer Science of Poetry
Jongmin Jerome Baek, 2017-11-28 This book originates from a set of notes for a course I taught in
the fall of 2017 at UC Berkeley. While originally designed to engage an audience, the reader should
have no problem simply reading through it. The chapters are chronologically ordered, building up
necessary ideas one by one to arrive at the central thesis. I hope it will be of use to anyone
interested in poetry, computer science, or whatever in between.
  why does math suck: Problem-solving in Mathematics Marcel Danesi, 2008 Problem-solving in
mathematics is seen by many students as a struggle. Since the capacity to count and understand
basic arithmetical concepts (adding, taking away, etc.) is innate and emerges effortlessly in
childhood, why does this negative perception and fear of problem-solving exist? This book
counteracts this perception by providing a semiotic analysis of problem-solving and, from this
analysis, constructing a pedagogical framework for teaching problem-solving that is consistent with
the psychology of how humans learn to use signs and symbols. It is based on an experimental math
course designed to impart fluency in problem-solving through semiotic training. The positive results
of that course inspired the writing of this book.
  why does math suck: Truth Is NoNieqa Ramos, 2024-05-07 Named one of the best YA Latinx
books of 2019 by Remezcla and HipLatina. A Bustle Book Club Selection A powerful exploration of
love, identity, and self-worth through the eyes of a fierce, questioning Puerto Rican teen.
Fifteen-year-old Verdad doesn't think she has time for love. She's still struggling to process the
recent death of her best friend, Blanca; dealing with the high expectations of her hardworking
Puerto Rican mother and the absence of her remarried father; and keeping everyone at a distance.
But when she meets Danny, a new guy at school—who happens to be trans—all bets are off. Verdad
suddenly has to deal with her mother's disapproval of her relationship with Danny as well as her own
prejudices and questions about her identity, and Danny himself, who is comfortable in his skin but
keeping plenty of other secrets. In her luminous, raw, and open-hearted exploration of identity, grief
and first love, NoNieqa Ramos has created an unforgettable character in Verdad. The Truth Is offers
a complex look at a brilliant, queer, neurodifferent girl, the mother who loves but doesn't understand



her, and a fabulously drawn group of street kids who can't save themselves but just might save her.
A brilliantly written breathtaking book. I couldn't put it down! —Michelle Ruiz-Keil, author of All of
Us with Wings A brilliant, beautiful, moving story of ecstasy and loss and tragedy and hope, The
Truth Is demands to be read. The fast-moving plot bristles with literary and classical references, but
the deepest insights—and there are plenty—come from the unforgettable observations and
conclusions of its main character, Verdad de la Reyna, an unforgettably brave and complicated
heroine who confronts profoundly disturbing, real-world challenges with the help of friends, both
present and past. Nonieqa Ramos follows up The Disturbed Girl's Dictionary with another superb
novel guaranteed to break the reader's heart before trying to mend it. —Tom Wilinsky and Jen
Sternick, authors of Snowsisters NoNieqa Ramos's un-flinching voice and writing style continues to
cement her as a force to be reckoned with in the YA world. —Mia García, author of The Resolutions
  why does math suck: Literacy and Learning in the Content Areas Sharon Kane, 2018-09-19
The Fourth Edition of Literacy and Learning in the Content Areas: Enhancing Knowledge in the
Disciplines provides readers with the knowledge, motivation, tools, and confidence for integrating
literacy in their disciplinary classrooms. Offering an original, literature-based approach to teaching
disciplinary literacy, the new edition shares important ways in which teachers of courses in the
disciplines can enhance student learning of subject matter and skills while also fostering their
growth in the many facets of literacy. Throughout each chapter, Kane provides engaging and
creative strategies and activities to make literacy come alive in discipline-specific courses and to
encourage students to explore and learn in the classroom. Embedded in each chapter are examples,
resources, and strategies to help readers actively engage with and implement literacy practices.
These features include Teaching in Action examples by subject area; Activating Prior Knowledge
activities to stimulate critical thinking to prepare readers to learn complex theoretical and
conceptual material about teaching, learning, and literacy; and end-of-chapter Application Activities
to apply field experiences to classroom use. New to the Fourth Edition Every chapter of this new
edition is updated to reflect the current approaches, standards, and benchmarks for
discipline-specific literacy. Enhanced Companion Website with BookTalks to introduce relevant
books in many genres and subjects, encouraging readers to explore the books for themselves and
providing a model for BookTalks in their own classrooms. Expanded practical instructional strategies
for teaching literacy in math, science, and social studies. Updated to include newly published titles
in children’s literature, young adult literature, and nonfiction.
  why does math suck: Bad at Math? Lidia Gonzalez, 2023-02-03 Math really is for everyone—so
let’s prove it. You’ve heard it from kids, from friends, and from celebrities: I’m bad at math. It’s a
line that society tends to accept without examination—after all, some people just aren’t math people,
right? Wrong. As we do with other essential skills, we need to expose the stereotypes, challenge the
negative mindsets, and finally confront the systemic opportunity gaps in math education, and
replace them with a new vision for what math is, who it’s for, and who can excel at it. In this book
you’ll find Research on teacher and student mindsets and their effect on student achievement
Audience-specific and differentiated tools, reflection questions, and suggested actions for educators
at all levels of the system Examples from popular media, as well as personal stories and anecdotes
Quotes, data-driven figures, and suggestions for deeper learning on all aspects of a positive and
equitable vision of math education Both social commentary and a toolkit of solutions, this bold new
book directly challenges the constructs that have historically dictated our perceptions of what makes
someone a math person. Only by dismantling those misplaced assumptions can we reform math
education so it works for everyone. Because in truth, we are all math people.
  why does math suck: How the English Language Controls the World Jack Tafoya, 2009-10-07
CAN ONE BOOK CHANGE THE WORLD? The answer is a resounding 'Yes!' In his first book, Jack
Tafoya unveiled How NUMBERS CONTROL OUR LIVES. This book goes a step further to challenge
the two all-time best sellers in a way never seen before. Jack explains the covert connection between
the bible - The Word of God, and the dictionary -God of The Words. And more importantly, how the
English Language controls our civilization. This book explains how the English Language is the



source of power behind religion, education, and the government, the ultimate tool of social control
that hidden and powerful interests use to enslave us. It shows how the dictionary defines the way
thoughts and concepts are formed using English as the language medium. It also reveals how the
bible defines behaviorism, religious beliefs, and social mores, while serving as a foundation for
government in the U.S., Canada, and Britain. This one-of-a-kind book offers you a very clever and
provocative look at how the English Language is used to manipulate people's thoughts and how
America has become the pawn to control the worlds masses. It lays out clearly how language shapes
human thought (via the media) and how large bodies of human thought energy can shape events. It
takes the reader deep into the mystery surrounding the origins of the English Language, the most
ingenious and diabolical mind control tool ever devised by man. How could anything be more
powerful, dictatorial, and persuasive than this? This book has the answers, painstakingly brought
forth by its author over many years of deep research. It explores how separate languages were
selectively merged together to form a powerful, covert tool. This synthesis became the 'vicarious',
'confusing', Universal English Language that controls us all.
  why does math suck: The Math Instinct Keith Devlin, 2009-04-29 There are two kinds of
math: the hard kind and the easy kind. The easy kind, practiced by ants, shrimp, Welsh corgis -- and
us -- is innate. What innate calculating skills do we humans have? Leaving aside built-in
mathematics, such as the visual system, ordinary people do just fine when faced with mathematical
tasks in the course of the day. Yet when they are confronted with the same tasks presented as math,
their accuracy often drops. But if we have innate mathematical ability, why do we have to teach
math and why do most of us find it so hard to learn? Are there tricks or strategies that the ordinary
person can do to improve mathematical ability? Can we improve our math skills by learning from
dogs, cats, and other creatures that do math? The answer to each of these questions is a qualified
yes. All these examples of animal math suggest that if we want to do better in the formal kind of
math, we should see how it arises from natural mathematics. From NPR's Math Guy -- The Math
Instinct will provide even the most number-phobic among us with confidence in our own
mathematical abilities.
  why does math suck: The Fold-O-Rama Wars at the Blue Moon Roach Hotel and Other
Colorful Tales of Transformation and Tattoos A. R. Morlan, 2013-07-30 The author says: The
stories in this collection are an outgrowth of my lamentable childhood, as well as a reflection of
those things in life which I found fascinating--in that they could mentally take me away from the
horror of my daily life, and at least on the level of imagination offer me something worth waking up
each morning for. Thus, the universes in this collection center around outsiders, artists, and freaks
(be they natural-born or self-made); some of the stories are interconnected, but also designed to
stand alone. I’ve included afterwords for each to shine additional light on both the works and their
cultural personal inspirations. But more than a collection, to me this volume is a glimpse into my
creative soul--and as such, it may not be perfect, it might not even be logical, but it is what I am,
love it or hate it. Six cutting-edge stories of a bizarre, near-future America, a mix of strange cultures
and curious characters, featuring tattoo artists, origami masters, Irezumi, the De Novo Shinkansen,
Qatmandude...and the Blue Moon Roach Hotel!
  why does math suck: Fighting the Current Heather Waldorf, 2004 Everything changes for
Theresa, when her father is hit by a drunk driver and left with the mind of a 5 year old.
  why does math suck: The Hunter Equation Secret Whisperings from God & The
Universe Brian Hunter, 2019-03-05 The hunter equation is a groundbreaking piece of work. Just
when you thought you understood how the universe works this theory serves up more to think about.
Where the law of attraction has failed those who did not truly understand its complexity and
Insufficiency, the Hunter Equation offers a reasoned alternative.This is a practical yet magical piece
of work. Through a simple and sensible theory of the universe, Brian Hunter offers up a definitive
plan to cope with all that you may face while on planet Earth. He also explains universal truths in
ways you will not have met before. Yet what he says in The Hunter Equation makes sense. As well as
a detailed account of what it means to be human and suggestions on how to cope with this condition,



Brian Hunter provides a workable theory which explains life in a definitive way. The Hunter
Equation fills in the blanks and I challenge you to find hiles in the theory. You won't. For the first
time in a long time you are being told The Truth.
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