
why is american education failing

why is american education failing has become a pressing question for educators,
policymakers, parents, and students alike. Despite significant investments and numerous
reforms over the years, the American education system continues to face challenges that
hinder student achievement and overall educational outcomes. The reasons behind these
struggles are multi-faceted, involving socio-economic disparities, outdated curricula,
insufficient funding, and systemic issues within schools and districts. Additionally, the rise
of standardized testing and the lack of support for teachers contribute to an environment
where many students do not receive the quality education they deserve. Understanding
the root causes of why American education is failing is essential for developing effective
strategies to improve the system. This article explores the key factors behind the decline
in educational performance, the implications of these challenges, and possible avenues for
reform.
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Socioeconomic Inequality and Its Impact on
Education
One of the primary reasons why American education is failing lies in the pervasive
socioeconomic inequalities that significantly affect student performance. Students from
low-income families often face barriers such as limited access to educational resources,
unstable home environments, and inadequate nutrition, all of which can negatively impact
cognitive development and academic success.

Access to Resources
Schools in economically disadvantaged areas frequently lack basic learning materials,
extracurricular programs, and advanced coursework opportunities. This limits students’
ability to engage fully with the curriculum and prepare for higher education or the



workforce.

Family and Community Environment
Children growing up in under-resourced communities may experience higher rates of
stress due to financial instability, exposure to violence, and limited parental involvement,
all of which can hinder educational attainment and motivation.

Long-Term Effects
These socioeconomic challenges contribute to achievement gaps that persist through
grade levels, leading to lower graduation rates and diminished college readiness among
disadvantaged populations.

Curriculum and Teaching Methodologies
The structure and content of the curriculum, along with prevailing teaching methods, also
play a critical role in why American education is failing. Many educators argue that the
curriculum is outdated and does not adequately prepare students for the demands of the
21st century.

Lack of Relevance and Engagement
Traditional curricula often focus heavily on memorization and standardized content, which
can fail to engage students or foster critical thinking and problem-solving skills necessary
for modern careers.

Insufficient Emphasis on STEM and Soft Skills
While science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) fields are increasingly
vital, many schools struggle to provide robust STEM education and simultaneously
develop essential soft skills such as communication, adaptability, and teamwork.

Variability in Instruction Quality
Teaching methodologies may vary widely between schools and districts, with some
educators lacking access to professional development or innovative instructional
strategies that meet diverse student needs.



Funding Disparities Across School Districts
Funding inequities remain a significant factor in why American education is failing, as the
quality of education often correlates strongly with the financial resources available to a
school or district.

Property Tax-Based Funding Model
Public schools in the United States are largely funded through local property taxes, which
creates substantial disparities between wealthy and poorer communities. This system
results in unequal access to facilities, technology, and experienced teachers.

Impact on Student Outcomes
Schools with limited budgets may have larger class sizes, fewer extracurricular programs,
and outdated infrastructure, all of which contribute to a less effective learning
environment and lower student achievement.

Efforts to Address Funding Gaps
While some states have attempted to redistribute funds or implement equalization
measures, challenges remain in ensuring equitable resources for all students nationwide.

The Role of Standardized Testing
Standardized testing has become a cornerstone of American education policy, but its
prominence is often cited as a reason for the system’s struggles.

Teaching to the Test
The emphasis on high-stakes testing can lead educators to focus primarily on test
preparation rather than fostering deeper understanding and creativity, which may limit
the scope and quality of instruction.

Stress and Student Well-Being
Excessive testing places additional stress on students and teachers alike, potentially
reducing motivation and engagement in learning activities.



Questionable Effectiveness
Critics argue that standardized tests do not accurately measure a student’s full range of
abilities or potential, thus providing an incomplete picture of educational success.

Teacher Challenges and Workforce Issues
Teachers are fundamental to educational success, and the challenges they face are a
critical component of why American education is failing.

Teacher Shortages and Turnover
Many schools experience shortages of qualified teachers, particularly in high-need
subjects and underserved areas. High rates of teacher burnout and turnover exacerbate
these shortages, disrupting continuity in instruction.

Compensation and Professional Development
Inadequate salaries and limited opportunities for career advancement or ongoing training
can diminish teacher morale and effectiveness.

Support and Resources
Teachers often lack sufficient classroom resources and support staff, making it difficult to
address diverse student needs and implement innovative teaching practices.

Technological Integration and Infrastructure
Technology has the potential to transform education, yet uneven integration and outdated
infrastructure contribute to ongoing educational challenges.

Digital Divide
Many students, especially in low-income or rural areas, lack access to reliable internet and
modern devices, limiting their ability to participate in digital learning opportunities.

Teacher Training in Technology
Effective use of educational technology requires adequate training and support for
teachers, which is often insufficient or inconsistent.



Infrastructure Limitations
Outdated school facilities and limited funding for technological upgrades hinder the
adoption of modern educational tools and platforms.

Policy and Administrative Barriers
Educational policies and administrative structures also influence why American education
is failing by sometimes creating rigid or inefficient systems.

Bureaucratic Complexity
Complex regulations and bureaucratic hurdles can limit flexibility and innovation at the
school and classroom levels.

Fragmentation and Inequality
The decentralized nature of the American education system, with significant variation
across states and districts, results in inconsistent policies and standards that impact
quality and equity.

Resistance to Change
Institutional inertia and resistance from various stakeholders can slow the implementation
of necessary reforms and improvements in the education system.

Key Factors Contributing to Educational Decline

Socioeconomic disparities limiting student access and achievement

Outdated curriculum lacking relevance and engagement

Unequal funding tied to local property taxes

Overemphasis on standardized testing

Teacher shortages, low pay, and insufficient support

Digital divide and inadequate technology integration

Policy fragmentation and administrative inefficiencies



Frequently Asked Questions

Why is American education considered to be failing
compared to other countries?
American education is often perceived as failing due to lower rankings in international
assessments, achievement gaps among different demographic groups, and inconsistent
quality across states and districts.

How does funding inequality contribute to the failure of
American education?
Funding inequality leads to disparities in resources, teacher quality, and facilities,
disproportionately affecting schools in low-income areas and contributing to poorer
educational outcomes.

What role does standardized testing play in the
challenges facing American education?
Standardized testing can narrow the curriculum, encourage teaching to the test, and
increase stress for students and teachers, which may hinder critical thinking and
creativity.

How do socio-economic factors impact the performance
of American students?
Students from low socio-economic backgrounds often face challenges such as limited
access to early childhood education, less parental involvement, and fewer academic
resources, which negatively affect their academic performance.

In what ways does teacher quality affect the success of
American education?
Teacher quality is crucial; inadequate training, low pay, and high turnover rates can lead
to less effective teaching, which directly impacts student learning and achievement.

How has curriculum relevance influenced perceptions of
American education failure?
A curriculum that is perceived as outdated or not aligned with real-world skills can
disengage students and fail to prepare them adequately for college or the workforce.

What impact does policy and administrative



inconsistency have on American education outcomes?
Frequent changes in education policy, lack of coherent long-term strategy, and
bureaucratic inefficiencies can disrupt teaching and learning processes, contributing to
inconsistent educational outcomes.

Additional Resources
1. Why American Education Fails: A Critical Examination
This book delves into the systemic issues that plague the American education system, from
funding disparities to curriculum challenges. It explores historical context and policy
decisions that have contributed to declining student performance. The author offers
insights into how socio-economic factors and political influences undermine educational
equity and quality.

2. The Crisis in American Schools: Understanding the Failure
Focusing on the root causes of educational decline, this book analyzes standardized
testing pressures, teacher dissatisfaction, and administrative inefficiencies. It presents
case studies from various states to highlight common obstacles faced by schools. The
narrative also discusses potential reforms and innovative approaches to revitalize learning
environments.

3. Broken Promises: The Decline of American Public Education
This work investigates the gap between educational goals and actual outcomes in the U.S.
public school system. It critiques policy reforms that have failed to address underlying
problems such as poverty, overcrowding, and lack of resources. The author argues for a
comprehensive overhaul that prioritizes student well-being and community involvement.

4. Failing Our Future: The Challenges of American Education
Examining the socio-political landscape, this book identifies factors like inequality,
underfunding, and curriculum rigidity as contributors to educational failure. It discusses
the impact of technology and globalization on student engagement and learning
effectiveness. The author proposes strategies for educators and policymakers to foster a
more inclusive and adaptive system.

5. Education in Decline: The American School System’s Struggles
This book provides a historical overview of American education and traces the origins of
current failures. It highlights issues such as teacher shortages, outdated teaching
methods, and lack of accountability. Through interviews with educators and experts, it
offers a multifaceted perspective on what it will take to improve educational outcomes.

6. Why Are Our Schools Failing? An Analysis of American Education
The author takes a data-driven approach to uncover patterns of failure in American
schools, including achievement gaps and resource allocation disparities. The book
critiques standardized testing and explores the role of parental involvement and
community support. It calls for evidence-based policies and greater investment in early
childhood education.

7. The Education Trap: How America Lost Its Way
This book argues that shifting political priorities and economic pressures have led to the



decline of American education. It examines the influence of corporate interests,
privatization, and policy short-sightedness on public schooling. The narrative advocates
for renewed commitment to public education as a public good.

8. Reforming Failure: Lessons from the American Education Crisis
Focusing on reform efforts, this book evaluates successes and failures in attempts to
improve American education. It discusses charter schools, teacher evaluation systems, and
funding reforms. The author provides recommendations for sustainable change grounded
in equity and community engagement.

9. The American Education Dilemma: Causes and Solutions
This comprehensive work covers a wide range of factors contributing to the failure of
American education, including cultural attitudes, policy decisions, and economic
inequality. It combines research findings with real-world examples to paint a detailed
picture of the challenges. The book concludes with actionable strategies for educators,
parents, and policymakers to collaborate on solutions.
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  why is american education failing: Failure of American Public Education: Still Waiting
for the Harvest Gloria Todd-Rousseau, 2009-09-01 Despite all of the positive things that we have
done in American education, we have failed miserably! When it comes to academic rigor in
America's large urban schools, other nations such as China, India, and Singapore are passing us at
alarming rates. In a speech on education on March 10, 2009, President Obama said that other
countries are ahead of the United States in creating internationally competitive educational
standards. He argued that a far-reaching overhaul of the nation's educational system is an economic
imperative that can not wait. The relative decline of American education is untenable for our
economy, unsustainable for our democracy, and unacceptable to our children. We can not afford to
let it continue. What is at stake here is nothing less than the American dream. The Brown decision
represented the most hopeful thread of the American narrative; the doctrine of 'separate but equal'
has no place, and the opportunity to learn is a right which must be made available to all on equal
terms. In practice, integrated schools today remain as much of a dream now as they were 50 years
ago. The wealthier schools are filled with passionate, experienced educators, while the poorer urban
schools are flooded with passionate, inexperienced rookies who are so overwhelmed that they leave
the profession in defeat. Three out of every 10 students in the U.S. public schools still fail to finish
high school with a diploma. That amounts to 1.3 million students lost from the graduation pipeline
each year, or almost 7,200 students lost every day. Those who do graduate are woefully lacking in
literacy. Most do not master standard English and are an embarrassment when they speak in
settings that require standard English. Where did we go wrong?
  why is american education failing: American Education , 1973
  why is american education failing: The Politics of American Education Joel Spring,
2011-01-12 Turning his distinctive analytical lens to the politics of American education, Joel Spring
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looks at contemporary educational policy issues from theoretical, practical, and historical
perspectives. This comprehensive overview documents and explains who influences educational
policy and how, bringing to life the realities of schooling in the 21st century and revealing the
ongoing ideological struggles at play. Coverage includes the influence of global organizations on
American school policies and the impact of emerging open source and other forms of electronic
textbooks. Thought-provoking, lucid, original in its conceptual framework and rich with engaging
examples from the real world, this text is timely and useful for understanding the big picture and the
micro-level intricacies of the multiple forces at work in controlling U.S. public schools . It is the text
of choice for any course that covers or addresses the politics of American education. Companion
Website: The interactive Companion Website accompanying this text includes relevant data, public
domain documents, YouTube links, and links to websites representing political organizations and
interest groups involved in education.
  why is american education failing: American Education, a National Failure Hyman
George Rickover, 1963
  why is american education failing: SLAVE SCHOOLS: Why Are Black Students Held in
Bondage of Failing Schools? Armand A. Fusco Ed.D., 2025-01-21 SLAVE SCHOOLS WHY ARE
BLACK STUDENTS HELD IN BONDAGE OF FAILING (SLAVE) SCHOOLS? Abstract This book is
unique because it’s two books in one: Pt I includes all minorities to 2012; Pt II concentrates on black
issues between 2012 to 2024 encompassing the racial agenda known as Critical Race Theory based
on past slavery. However, it omits white slavery that started sooner, lasted longer and it was
cheaper to buy white slaves than black slaves. More striking is that absolutely no mention is made of
present-day bondage—slavery--where blacks are required by law to attend failing City Schools.
Although there have been national and state reforms to close the achievement gap between blacks
and whites none had succeeded. Among the efforts to do so is to eliminate
meritocracy—measurements—and without testing there is no gap to measure. Another effort is
simply to lower standards which 37 states have done. Furthermore, to hide the problem is
introducing a major disruptor that does nothing to improve academic achievement such as the racial
agenda that is causing money woes, chaos and conflict among parents and school officials. In its
extreme form the concept is infused in every school subject K-12 requiring indoctrination rather
than education. That’s the real issue causing the conflict. The problem is vividly illustrated with on
the 2022 NAEP results with 75% of students below proficiency in math and 67% below in reading
with blacks at 16%. Then followed by test two states, the Connecticut Enigma; and the simple
solution with the Mississippi Miracle. Very important is a step-by-step approach to show what blacks
can do to bring pressure on school officials and school boards to close or turnaround failing schools
by kneeling and striking. When all else fails, then do the school board nightmare.
  why is american education failing: Restructuring American Education Ray C. Rist,
2017-09-08 Structured schools, free schools, graded schools, ungraded schools, no schools at
all—the conflicts over public education in America rage on, for contemporary schools have not lived
up to our expectations. The essence of the criticism reflected in the essays in this volume is that
America's dual educational goals—free inquiry and social mobility-are not being met. Instead of
producing enlightened citizens capable of high social and economic mobility, our schools have
become warehouses of children stored as commodities, docile and immobile.
  why is american education failing: Successful Failure Herve Varenne, 2018-03-08 In this
controversial work, Herv Varenne and Ray McDermott explore education as cultural phenomenona
construct of artifice and reality we impose upon ourselves. Questioning how the American education
system defines and measures success and failure, Successful Failure is a must-read for anyone
interested in educational reform, the American educational system, and the anthropology of
education. }In this controversial work, Herv Varenne and Ray McDermott explore education as
cultural phenomenona construct of artifice and reality we impose upon ourselves. The authors
discuss in five case studies how the American education system defines and measures success and
failure, why there is polarization between suburban schools and urban schools, and what about our



system leads us to focus on the negative. Their exploration focuses not on the people or the activities
of the system, but on the institutions themselves: who decided what was a success or failure? How
was the identification done, and with what consequences?This important and timely book is a
must-read for anyone interested in educational reform, the American educational system, and the
anthropology of education.
  why is american education failing: Education for Tomorrow Michael Risku, Letitia Harding,
2013-02-11 Education for Tomorrow A Biocentric, Student-Focused Approach to Education Reform
Michael Risku University of the Incarnate Word, USA and Letitia Harding University of the Incarnate
Word, USA There are many books on the market which discuss indigenous ways of knowing, and
bemoan western society’s seeming lack of interest in anything other than scientific fact-based
knowledge. Equally plentiful are the writings of critical theorists who consider today’s public
education system to be divisive, and manipulated by those in power to ensure that their children
have the educational advantages needed to maintain the elite hierarchical status quo. Education for
Tomorrow is unique in that it brings both of these approaches together first by examining the ways
that indigenous people and women of all cultures acquire and pass on knowledge, and the
deleterious effects that enforced Eurocentric systems have had on that process. The authors then
turn to public schools to explore the influences, both good and bad, that today’s programs have on
the distribution of opportunities afforded to all children in the United States. Finally, they offer
suggestions for a revolutionary education system which highlights the need for all students to have
the encouragement and freedom to look critically and rationally at their lives and at their
relationship with the natural world. This can be achieved by looking back to the pedagogical
methods of our indigenous ancestors, and forward to a time when all children, regardless of ethnic
or socio-economic heritage, are taught in such a way that every aspect of their lives is addressed,
nurtured, valued, and enhanced.
  why is american education failing: Writings on Reconciliation and Resistance Will D.
Campbell, 2010-01-01 If prophets are called to unveil and expose the illegitimacy of those
principalities masquerading as the right and purportedly using their powers for the good, then Will
D. Campbell is one of the foremost prophets in American religious history. Like Clarence Jordan and
Dorothy Day, Campbell incarnates the radical iconoclastic vocation of standing in contraposition to
society, naming and smashing the racial, economic, and political idols that seduce and delude. In
this anthology Campbell diagnoses a problem afflicting much of the church today. Zealous to make a
difference in the world by acquiring the power of legislation and enforcement, Christians employ
society's political science rather than the scandalous politics of Jesus. Although well-intentioned,
Christians are, Campbell laments, mistakenly up to our steeples in politics. Campbell's prescription
is for disciples simply to incarnate the reconciliation that Christ has achieved. Rather than crafting
savvy strategies and public policies, Do nothing, Campbell counsels. Be reconciled! Yet his
encouragement to do nothing is no endorsement of passivity or apolitical withdrawal. Rather,
Campbell calls for disciples to give their lives in irrepressible resistance against all principalities and
powers that would impede or deny our reconciliation in Christ--an unrelenting prophetic challenge
leveled especially at institutional churches, as well as Christian colleges and universities. In
sermons, difficult-to-access journal articles, and archival manuscripts, Campbell then develops what
reconciliation looks like. Being the church, for example, means identifying with, and advocating for,
society's least one-including violent offenders, disenfranchised minorities, and even militant bigots.
In fact, in Campbell's ordo the scorned sectarian and disinherited denizen is often closer to the
peculiar Christian genius than are society's well-healed powerbrokers. Disciples seeking to discern
their calling can hardly do better than taking direction from this bootleg, pulpitless preacher.
  why is american education failing: Assessment In The Classroom George Cunnningham,
2005-08-09 Educational assessment, at one time a relatively uncontroversial subject, is now riven by
a diversity of views. The most crucial division is between those who continue to believe in the
effectiveness of objective assessment techniques and those who favour alternative methods. This
book presents an analysis of the strengths, weaknesses and rationales for both.



  why is american education failing: American Education Wayne J. Urban, Milton Gaither,
2025-10-22 American Education: A History, Seventh Edition is a comprehensive, highly regarded
history of American education from precolonial times to the present. Chronologically organized, the
new edition provides an objective overview of each major period in the development of American
education, setting the discussion against the broader background of national and world events. In
addition to its in-depth exploration of Native American traditions (including education) prior to
colonization, it also offers strong, ongoing coverage of minorities and women. Features for the
seventh edition include: Every chapter extensively revised to incorporate the most recent historical
scholarship, to increase readability, and to make the content relevant for today’s educators. Chapter
overviews and end-of-chapter reflection questions to aid comprehension and discussion. Updated
and expanded coverage of Native American education, the role of women progressives in schools,
rural schooling, public education, minority populations, and much more. Brand new topics, such as
education policy under Trump and Biden, the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on schools, student
mental health, critical race theory, culturally responsive education, and textbook censorship. This
much-anticipated seventh edition is essential reading for undergraduate and graduate History of
Education courses.
  why is american education failing: Journal of Health, Physical Education, Recreation , 1952
  why is american education failing: Failing Our Future Joshua R. Eyler, 2024-08-27 An
indictment of the grading system in American schools and colleges—and a blueprint for how we can
change it. One of the most urgent and long-standing issues in the US education system is its
obsession with grades. In Failing Our Future, Joshua R. Eyler shines a spotlight on how grades
inhibit learning, cause problems between parents and children, amplify inequities, and contribute to
the youth mental health crisis. Eyler, who runs the Center for Excellence in Teaching and Learning
at the University of Mississippi, illustrates how grades interfere with students' intrinsic motivation
and perpetuate the idea that school is a place for competition rather than discovery. Grades force
students to focus on rewards and distract them from exploring ideas or pursuing interests beyond
what they'll be tested on. In fact, grades significantly impede the learning process. They are also
significantly affecting children's physical, emotional, and psychological well-being. Rates of anxiety,
depression, and suicidal ideation have spiked, and academic stress tied to grades is a leading cause
of this escalation. Eyler shares success stories of grading reform efforts that are already under way
as an antidote to the harms caused by the practices currently used in educational institutions. Equal
parts scathing and hopeful, Failing Our Future aims to improve the lives of students by encouraging
them to define success on their own terms. Parents, educators, policymakers, and students will find
in these pages a rallying cry for change and a blueprint for how to implement reforms in our homes
and classrooms.
  why is american education failing: Get Out Now Mary Rice Hasson, Theresa Farnan,
2018-08-14 Should we stay or should we go? Millions of parents with children in public schools can't
believe they're asking this question. But they are. And you should be asking it too. Almost overnight,
America's public schools have become morally toxic. And they are especially poisonous for the hearts
and minds of children from religious families of every faith—ordinary families who value traditional
morality and plain old common sense. Parents' first duty is to their children—to their intellect, their
character, their souls. The facts on the ground point to one conclusion: get out now.
  why is american education failing: Making our Schools the Best in the World M. Scott
Norton, 2019-04-10 This book answers the questions on what must be done to meet the educational
goals required to maintain our democratic form of government, provide the knowledge and skills
required for our free enterprise system, and to give each individual, as Lincoln said, “an unfettered
start and fair change in the race of life.” The old cliché, outside the box, represents major changes
and needed re-imagination of what education in our country must do to remain viable. No one has a
magic wand to make such improvements just happen. What is needed is revolutionary program
interventions that result in what all thinking citizens in America seek, a public school education
program that is the best of all worlds.



  why is american education failing: Departments of Labor, Health and Human Services,
Education, and Related Agencies Appropriations for 2001: Department of Education United States.
Congress. House. Committee on Appropriations. Subcommittee on the Departments of Labor, Health
and Human Services, Education, and Related Agencies, 2000
  why is american education failing: System vs. Culture: North American Education and
Society in the Balance Frank Pace, 2014-05 For 160 years, North American children have been
subject to compulsory schooling. Formal education has evolved some over that time, but the end
result of said evolution is an educational system which is dysfunctional, inefficient, and ultimately
incapable of delivering on its professed mandates. Frank Pace is an educator with years of diverse
experience. In System vs. Culture: North American Education and Society in the Balance, he looks at
the current state of compulsory North American education and sees a system in crisis. He examines
the history of modern education and dissects the root causes of its profound dysfunction. System vs.
Culture: North American Education and Society in the Balance offers some insight into how an
alternative model of education might operate and how it would better serve the needs of a changing
society and better achieve its purported goals. Frank Pace has many important things to say about
the state of North American education. His arguments are persuasive and lucid and backed up by
solid scholarship. While the topic is complicated he does a good job breaking it down in a way that is
readable and compelling for both education professionals and anyone interested in education and
learning.
  why is american education failing: Education Disrupted Les Stein, Alex Stein, Jessica Stein,
2013-11-14 Failing schools have become the latest academic cottage industry, and they serve as
lightning rods for the controversy that continues to surround the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001.
Surprisingly, there are only a handful of books that address the topic of turning around failing
schools and even fewer that provide a meaningful discussion on how individual schools should avoid
failure from the outset. This book will help public school educators understand that turnaround
efforts are based on sound leadership principles – nothing more, nothing less. It also provides school
leaders with the critical skills to turn around failing schools and, more importantly, prevent their
schools from failing in the first place. Individual chapters address topics such as setting institutional
priorities, establishing a positive school culture, improving communications, developing classroom
leadership, putting the school on a sound financial footing, and using data to guide the school
turnaround. In essence, this book serves as a practical guide for instructional and institutional
leaders on how to make a real” difference in the success of our nation's schools.
  why is american education failing: Reclaiming the Teaching Profession J. Amos Hatch,
2015-02-24 Reclaiming the Teaching Profession gives educators (especially teachers and future
teachers) and their allies a clear overview of the massive effort to dismantle public education in the
United States, which includes a direct attack on teachers. The book details, and provides a
systematic critique of, the shaky assumptions at the foundation of the market-based reform
initiatives that dominate the contemporary education scene. It names and exposes the motives and
methods of the powerful philanthropists, politicians, business moguls, and education entrepreneurs
who are behind the reform movement. It provides counter narratives that public school advocates
can use to talk back to those who would destroy the teaching profession and public education. It
includes examples of successful acts of resistance and identifies resources for challenging
reformers’ taken for granted primacy in the education debate. It concludes with strategies educators
can use to “speak truth to power,” reclaim their professional status, and reshape the education
landscape in ways that serve all of America’s children and preserve our democracy.
  why is american education failing: The Democratic Dilemma of American Education
Arnold Shober, 2018-04-19 This compelling new book asks: How can American education policy be
consistent with democratic ideals? Robust democracy is the combination of participation, self-rule,
equality, understanding, and inclusion, but these norms can produce contradictory policy. Local
control in education policy can undermine educational equality. Participation in teachers unions can
improve working conditions but thwart self-rule by local taxpayers. The Democratic Dilemma of



American Education draws on contemporary research in political science and education policy to
offer remarkably balanced insights into these challenging issues. Expertly navigating through local,
state, and federal layers of education policy, Arnold Shober examines contemporary controversies
over education governance, teachers unions and collective bargaining, school funding, school
choice, academic accountability, and desegregation. Shober describes the inherent practical
dilemmas of current policy and the difficulties policymakers face in overcoming them to produce
lasting educational reform in a democratic, federal system of government. Timely, engaging, and
accessible, this is the ideal resource for courses in public policy as well as education and politics.
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