
why does taxonomy use the latin language

why does taxonomy use the latin language is a question that often arises when exploring the scientific
classification of living organisms. Taxonomy, the science of naming, describing, and classifying organisms, relies
heavily on Latin for its naming conventions. This practice dates back centuries and serves multiple important
purposes in biology and related sciences. Latin's role in taxonomy is not arbitrary; it provides consistency,
universality, and stability to scientific names across different languages and regions. Understanding why
taxonomy uses the Latin language involves exploring historical precedents, linguistic characteristics, and the
practical advantages that Latin offers to the scientific community worldwide. This article delves into these
aspects, explaining the reasons behind Latin's enduring presence in taxonomy and how it continues to support
scientific communication.
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The Historical Roots of Latin in Taxonomy

The use of Latin in taxonomy has deep historical roots dating back to the Renaissance and earlier periods when
Latin was the language of scholarship and science in Europe. During the 16th and 17th centuries, scholars and
naturalists adopted Latin as the common language to document and share scientific knowledge across different
countries. This era saw the development of binomial nomenclature by Carl Linnaeus, who formalized the system
of naming species using Latin or Latinized words. The widespread use of Latin during this time ensured that
scientific names were standardized and recognized internationally, regardless of the scientist's native language.

The Influence of Latin as a Scholarly Language

Latin functioned as the lingua franca of educated individuals in Europe for centuries. Universities, scientific
treatises, and official documents were predominantly written in Latin, allowing scholars from different
nations to communicate effectively. This tradition naturally extended to the naming of organisms, helping to
create a universal system free from regional language barriers.

Carl Linnaeus and the Standardization of Names

Carl Linnaeus, often called the "father of modern taxonomy," established the binomial nomenclature system in
his work "Systema Naturae." He used Latin and Latinized names to describe species, which helped unify the
classification of organisms around the world. This system replaced lengthy descriptive names with concise
two-part names consisting of genus and species, both typically in Latin.



Characteristics of Latin That Benefit Taxonomy

Latin possesses specific linguistic features that make it particularly suitable for scientific naming. Its
grammatical structure, vocabulary, and historical usage contribute to its effectiveness and longevity in
taxonomy. These characteristics facilitate the creation of standardized, descriptive, and universally
understood names for organisms.

Latin as a Dead Language

One of the crucial reasons why taxonomy uses the Latin language is because Latin is considered a "dead"
language. This means it is no longer changing or evolving in everyday use, which provides stability in the terms
and prevents ambiguity over time. Scientific names derived from Latin do not change in meaning, ensuring
consistency across generations of researchers and publications.

Flexibility and Precision of Latin Grammar

Latin grammar allows for the combination and modification of words to create precise and meaningful names.
The use of prefixes, suffixes, and inflections enables taxonomists to construct names that describe distinctive
features, habitats, or the discoverers of species. This flexibility supports the creation of unique yet
informative scientific names.

Advantages of Using Latin in Scientific Naming

The choice of Latin in taxonomy offers several practical advantages that enhance scientific communication and
reduce confusion. These benefits have contributed to the continued preference for Latin in naming species and
other taxonomic groups.

Universality Across Languages and Regions

Scientific names in Latin transcend national languages and dialects, allowing scientists from all over the
world to understand exactly which organism is being referenced. This universality is critical in research,
conservation, and education, where accurate identification is essential.

Stability and Consistency in Nomenclature

Because Latin is no longer a living language, the meanings of words remain consistent, preventing names from
becoming outdated or ambiguous. This stability is vital for maintaining a reliable taxonomic system as new
species are discovered and classifications are revised.

Neutrality and Avoidance of Cultural Bias

Using Latin helps avoid favoring any contemporary language or culture, which supports impartiality in



scientific naming. This neutrality promotes equal participation from scientists worldwide and minimizes the
influence of linguistic dominance in taxonomy.

Examples of Practical Benefits of Latin Names

Facilitates clear communication among international scientists.

Allows precise description of species traits through Latin roots.

Enables systematic organization of biological diversity.

Supports historical continuity in scientific literature.

The Role of Latin in Modern Taxonomy

Despite the evolution of science and the rise of many modern languages, Latin remains central in taxonomy
today. Its use continues in naming new species, revising classifications, and educating new generations of
biologists. The International Code of Nomenclature for algae, fungi, and plants, as well as the International
Code of Zoological Nomenclature, both require Latin or Latinized names for valid species descriptions.

Current Guidelines for Naming Species

Modern taxonomic codes mandate that new species names be published with Latin or Latinized words. This
ensures ongoing consistency with the entire body of scientific names and maintains the tradition established
centuries ago. Latin names are italicized and written using a specific format to distinguish them from common
names.

Latin in Scientific Publications and Databases

Scientific journals, databases, and reference materials continue to use Latin names extensively. This universal
usage aids in cataloging species, tracking biodiversity, and facilitating global scientific collaboration.

Common Misconceptions About Latin in Taxonomy

There are several misconceptions regarding the use of Latin in taxonomy that can lead to confusion about its
purpose and significance. Clarifying these misunderstandings helps appreciate why Latin remains indispensable in
the classification of life.

Latin Is Not a Dead Language in Science

While Latin is considered a dead language in terms of everyday spoken use, it remains very much alive in scientific



contexts. Taxonomists actively create new Latinized words and names to accommodate discoveries,
demonstrating its dynamic role within a specialized framework.

Latin Names Are Not Arbitrary or Useless

Some may believe Latin names are complicated or unnecessary; however, these names carry descriptive meanings
and follow strict rules. Each Latin name provides information about an organism’s characteristics or honors
significant contributors, making them meaningful and functional.

Frequently Asked Questions

Why is Latin used in taxonomy?

Latin is used in taxonomy because it is a 'dead' language that does not change over time, providing consistency
and universality in naming species.

What are the benefits of using Latin in scientific classification?

Using Latin allows scientists worldwide to communicate clearly about species without language barriers,
ensuring names are standardized and internationally recognized.

Did taxonomy always use Latin for naming organisms?

Yes, since the formalization of taxonomy by Carl Linnaeus in the 18th century, Latin has been the standard
language for naming organisms.

Is Latin the only language used in taxonomy?

Primarily, Latin is used, but sometimes Greek is also incorporated, especially in forming scientific names and
terms.

How does Latin help in the stability of species names in taxonomy?

Because Latin is no longer spoken conversationally, its terms remain stable and are not subject to changes in
modern language usage, maintaining consistency in species names.

Are scientific names in taxonomy always written in Latin?

Scientific names are usually Latinized, meaning they are derived from Latin or adapted into Latin form, even if
originating from other languages.

Why did Carl Linnaeus choose Latin for his system of naming species?

Linnaeus chose Latin because it was the scholarly language of his time, widely understood among educated
Europeans, and it provided a neutral, universal medium for naming.

Does using Latin in taxonomy affect the accessibility of scientific



knowledge?

While Latin names may seem complex, they provide a universal system that transcends local languages, making
scientific knowledge more accessible globally among researchers.

Are there any modern movements to replace Latin in taxonomy?

Currently, there is no widespread movement to replace Latin in taxonomy, as the benefits of stability,
universality, and tradition continue to support its use.

Additional Resources
1. The Language of Classification: Why Latin Dominates Taxonomy
This book explores the historical roots of Latin in scientific classification, tracing its use from ancient
scholars to modern taxonomy. It explains how Latin's stability and universality make it an ideal language for
naming organisms. Readers will gain insight into the benefits and challenges of maintaining Latin as the lingua
franca of taxonomy.

2. Latin and Linnaeus: The Foundation of Biological Nomenclature
Focused on Carl Linnaeus' revolutionary work, this book details how Latin became the cornerstone of
biological naming conventions. It discusses Linnaeus’ rationale for choosing Latin and how his system
standardized species identification worldwide. The book also examines the lasting impact of Latin on
contemporary taxonomy.

3. Roots of Scientific Naming: A Journey Through Latin in Taxonomy
This volume delves into the etymology and linguistic history behind taxonomic names derived from Latin.
Highlighting examples from various species, it shows how Latin provides descriptive clarity and international
consistency. The book is perfect for readers interested in language, science, and history.

4. Universal Language: The Role of Latin in Scientific Classification
By analyzing the global adoption of Latin in taxonomy, this book explains why Latin remains the preferred
language despite the rise of English and other modern tongues. It covers the principles of binomial nomenclature
and discusses how Latin facilitates communication among scientists worldwide. Historical anecdotes enrich the
narrative.

5. Taxonomy and Tradition: The Enduring Legacy of Latin
This book investigates the cultural and scientific traditions that have preserved Latin as the language of
taxonomy for centuries. It explores the influence of classical education and the Catholic Church in maintaining
Latin's prestige. The author also addresses debates over modernizing taxonomic language.

6. Scientific Latin: Grammar and Usage in Biological Classification
A practical guide to understanding Latin grammar as it applies to taxonomy, this book aids readers in
interpreting and forming scientific names. It covers common suffixes, prefixes, and rules used in species
nomenclature. Ideal for students, researchers, and anyone interested in the linguistic aspects of taxonomy.

7. From Latin to Life: The Evolution of Taxonomic Language
This book traces the evolution of taxonomic language from classical Latin origins to its adaptation in modern
scientific contexts. It highlights how Latin has been modified to accommodate new discoveries and technologies.
The author provides case studies demonstrating the flexibility and resilience of Latin in taxonomy.

8. Latin in Science: Tradition, Precision, and Universality in Taxonomy
Examining the scientific virtues of Latin, this book discusses why precision and universality are critical in
taxonomy and how Latin fulfills these needs. It explores the language’s role in avoiding ambiguity and
maintaining consistency across disciplines. The text also considers the future of Latin in the digital age.

9. The Power of Latin Names: Identity and Communication in Taxonomy
This book highlights the communicative power of Latin names in providing unique and universally recognized



identities for organisms. It explores how Latin naming conventions facilitate scientific dialogue and biodiversity
conservation. Through engaging examples, the author reveals the practical importance of Latin in taxonomy
today.
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exams and academic support, EduGorilla provides comprehensive and well-structured content
tailored to meet the needs of students across various streams and levels.
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and Culture Pasquale De Marco, 2025-07-16 Latin and English: A Voyage into History and Culture
is an immersive and comprehensive exploration of the Latin language, its profound impact on
Western civilization, and its enduring legacy in the modern world. This captivating book takes
readers on a journey through the ages, uncovering the secrets of Latin grammar, structure, and
vocabulary. With engaging storytelling and expert analysis, the book delves into the rich history of
Latin, tracing its evolution from its ancient roots in Italy to its status as a global language during the
Roman Empire. Readers will discover how Latin shaped the development of law, medicine, science,
and education, leaving an indelible mark on countless cultures and societies. The book also explores
Latin's profound influence on literature, art, and music. Through insightful analysis of classical texts,
readers will gain a deeper appreciation for the works of renowned poets, playwrights, historians,
and philosophers. They will uncover the intricate connections between Latin and various cultural
and intellectual pursuits, revealing the language's enduring significance in shaping Western thought
and expression. In addition to its historical and cultural exploration, the book also examines
contemporary efforts to revive Latin as a spoken language. It investigates the use of Latin in modern
literature, media, and scholarship, considering its relevance and potential for growth in a rapidly
changing world. Written in an accessible and engaging style, Latin and English: A Voyage into
History and Culture is an essential resource for anyone interested in the Latin language, its
enduring legacy, and its ongoing influence on our world. Whether you are a student, scholar,
language enthusiast, or simply curious about the roots of Western civilization, this book offers a
fascinating and informative journey through the world of Latin. If you like this book, write a review!
  why does taxonomy use the latin language: Languages of Science in the Eighteenth Century
Britt-Louise Gunnarsson, 2011-10-28 The eighteenth century is an important period both in the
history of science and in the history of languages. Interest in science, and especially in the useful
sciences, exploded and a new, modern approach to scientific discovery and the accumulation of
knowledge emerged. It was during this century, too, that ideas on language and language practice
began to change. Latin had been more or less the only written language used for scientific purposes,
but gradually the vernaculars became established as fully acceptable alternatives for scientific
writing. The period is of interest, moreover, from a genre-historical point of view. Encyclopedias,
dictionaries and also correspondence played a key role in the spread of scientific ideas. At the time,
writing on scientific matters was not as distinct from fiction, poetry or religious texts as it is today, a
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fact which also gave a creative liberty to individual writers. In this volume, seventeen authors
explore, from a variety of angles, the construction of a scientific language and discourse. The
chapters are thematically organized into four sections, each contributing to our understanding of
this dynamic period in the history of science: their themes are the forming of scientific communities,
the emergence of new languages of science, the spread of scientific ideas, and the development of
scientific writing. A particular focus is placed on the Swedish botanist Carl Linnaeus (1707-1778).
From the point of view of the natural sciences, Linnaeus is renowned for his principles for defining
genera and species of organisms and his creation of a uniform system for naming them. From the
standpoint of this volume, however, he is also of interest as an example of a European scientist of
the eighteenth century. This volume is unique both in its broad linguistic approach - including
studies on textlinguistics, stylistics, sociolinguistics, lexicon and nomenclature - and in its
combination of language studies, philosophy of language, history and sociology of science. The book
covers writing in different European languages: Swedish, German, French, English, Latin,
Portuguese, and Russian. With its focus on the history of scientific language and discourse during a
dynamic period in Europe, the book promises to contribute to new insights both for readers
interested in language history and those with an interest in the history of ideas and thought.
  why does taxonomy use the latin language: Vascular Plant Taxonomy Dirk R. Walters,
1996
  why does taxonomy use the latin language: Greek and Latin Biological Nomenclature
Frederic Edward Clements, 1903
  why does taxonomy use the latin language: Methods of Descriptive Systematic Botany Albert
Spear Hitchcock, 1925
  why does taxonomy use the latin language: Encyclopedia of Food Grains Colin W Wrigley,
Harold Corke, Koushik Seetharaman, Jonathan Faubion, 2015-12-17 The Encyclopedia of Food
Grains, Four Volume Set is an in-depth and authoritative reference covering all areas of grain
science. Coverage includes everything from the genetics of grains to the commercial, economic and
social aspects of this important food source. Also covered are the biology and chemistry of grains,
the applied aspects of grain production and the processing of grains into various food and beverage
products. With the paramount role of cereals as a global food source, this Encyclopedia is sure to
become the standard reference work in the field of science. Also available online via ScienceDirect –
featuring extensive browsing, searching, and internal cross-referencing between articles in the
work, plus dynamic linking to journal articles and abstract databases, making navigation flexible and
easy. For more information, pricing options and availability visit www.info.sciencedirect.com.
Written from an international perspective the Encyclopedia concentrates on the food uses of grains,
but details are also provided about the wider roles of grains Well organized and accessible, it is the
ideal resource for students, researchers and professionals seeking an authoritative overview on any
particular aspect of grain science This second edition has four print volumes which provides over
200 articles on food grains Includes extensive cross-referencing and Further Reading lists at the end
of each article for deeper exploration into the topic This edition also includes useful items for
students and teachers alike, with Topic Highlights, Learning objectives, Exercises for Revision and
exercises to explore the topic further
  why does taxonomy use the latin language: Borrowed Words Philip Durkin, 2014-01-23 The
rich variety of the English vocabulary reflects the vast number of words it has taken from other
languages. These range from Latin, Greek, Scandinavian, Celtic, French, Italian, Spanish, and
Russian to, among others, Hebrew, Maori, Malay, Chinese, Hindi, Japanese, andYiddish. Philip
Durkin's full and accessible history reveals how, when, and why. He shows how to discover the
origins of loanwords, when and why they were adopted, and what happens to them once they have
been. The long documented history of English includes contact with languages in a variety of
contexts, including: the dissemination of Christian culture in Latin in Anglo-Saxon England, and the
interactions of French, Latin, Scandinavian, Celtic, and English during the Middle Ages; exposure to
languages throughout the world during the colonial era; and the effects of using English as an



international language of science. Philip Durkin describes these and other historical inputs,
introducing the approaches each requires, from the comparative method for the earliest period to
documentary and corpus research in the modern. The discussion is illustrated at every point with
examples taken from a variety of different sources. The framework Dr Durkin develops can be used
to explore lexical borrowing in any language. This outstanding book is for everyone interested in
English etymology and in loanwords more generally. It will appeal to a wide general public and at
the same time offers a valuable reference for scholars and students of the history of English.
  why does taxonomy use the latin language: Chemical plant Taxonomy T Swain,
2012-12-02 Chemical Plant Taxonomy focuses on the classification of plants based on their chemical
composition. Composed of contributions of authors, the text first considers the methods of plant
taxonomy. Folk taxonomy; Linnaean and post-Linnaean taxonomy; Darwin and Evolutionary
Taxonomy; and the development of taxonomic practice are considered. The book continues with
discussions on the theoretical and practical aspects of the species concepts and an outline of the
history of chemical taxonomy. The selection also looks at the qualities of chemotaxonomy, the
usefulness of chemistry in plant taxonomy, biosynthetic pathways, and the factors affecting the
production of secondary plant products. The text discusses the distribution of alkanes. The isolation
and characterization of alkanes; taxonomic applications of alkanes; biogenesis of alkanes; and fossil
alkanes are discussed. The selection highlights the chemical taxonomy of acetylenic compounds, the
distribution of fatty acids in plant lipids, distribution of aliphatic polyols, cyclitols, plant glycosides,
and alkaloids. The text is a good source of information for readers wanting to study the taxonomy of
chemical plants.
  why does taxonomy use the latin language: Mallophaga from Birds of Costa Rica, Central
America Melbourne Armstrong CARRIKER, 1902
  why does taxonomy use the latin language: Latin for Gardeners Lorraine Harrison,
2012-09-21 Since Latin became the standard language for plant naming in the eighteenth century, it
has been intrinsically linked with botany. And while mastery of the classical language may not be a
prerequisite for tending perennials, all gardeners stand to benefit from learning a bit of Latin and its
conventions in the field. Without it, they might buy a Hellebores foetidus and be unprepared for its
fetid smell, or a Potentilla reptans with the expectation that it will stand straight as a sentinel rather
than creep along the ground. An essential addition to the gardener’s library, this colorful, fully
illustrated book details the history of naming plants, provides an overview of Latin naming
conventions, and offers guidelines for pronunciation. Readers will learn to identify Latin terms that
indicate the provenance of a given plant and provide clues to its color, shape, fragrance, taste,
behavior, functions, and more. Full of expert instruction and practical guidance, Latin for Gardeners
will allow novices and green thumbs alike to better appreciate the seemingly esoteric names behind
the plants they work with, and to expertly converse with fellow enthusiasts. Soon they will realize
that having a basic understanding of Latin before trips to the nursery or botanic garden is like
possessing some knowledge of French before traveling to Paris; it enriches the whole experience.
  why does taxonomy use the latin language: Garden Plants Taxonomy Bijan Dehgan,
2023-01-01 Horticulture has remained far behind in understanding of botanical principles. Recent
phylogenetic (DNA-based) reorganization of higher plants has revolutionized taxonomic treatments
of all biological entities, even when morphology does not completely agree with their organization.
This book is an example of applying principals of botanical phylogenetic taxonomy to assemble
genera, species, and cultivars of 200 vascular plant families of ferns, gymnosperms, and
angiosperms that are cultivated for enhancement of human living space; homes, gardens, and parks.
The emphases are on cultivated species but examples of some plants are often shown in the wild and
in landscapes. In providing descriptions, it is assumed that students and other interested individuals
have no background in general botany (plant characteristics), or nomenclature. Fundamental
features of all plant groups discussed are fully illustrated by original watercolor drawings or
photographs. Discussion of the families is grounded on recent botanical phylogenetic treatments,
which is based on common ancestry (monophyly). Of course, phylogenetic taxonomy is not a new



concept, and was originally based on morphological characteristics; it is the DNA-based phylogeny
that has revolutionized modern biological classifications. In practical terms, this book represents the
horticultural treatment that corresponds to phylogenetic-based botanical taxonomy, to which is
added cultigens and cultivated genera and species. Hence, the harmony between horticultural and
botanical taxonomy. This book covers phylogenetic-based taxonomy of Ferns, Gymnosperms, and
Angiosperms (Monocots). A companion volume covers Angiosperms (Eudicots).
  why does taxonomy use the latin language: Concepts in Biology' 2007 Ed.2007 Edition ,
  why does taxonomy use the latin language: The Oxford Handbook of Medieval Latin
Literature Ralph Hexter, David Townsend, 2012-01-20 The twenty-eight essays in this handbook
represent the best current thinking in the study of Latin language and literature in the Middle Ages.
Contributing authors--both senior scholars and gifted younger thinkers among them--not only
illuminate the field as traditionally defined but also offer fresh insights into broader questions of
literary history, cultural interaction, world literature, and language in history and society. Their
studies vividly illustrate the field's complexities on a wide range of topics, including canonicity,
literary styles and genres, and the materiality of manuscript culture. At the same time, they suggest
future possibilities for the necessarily provisional and open-ended work essential to the pursuit of
medieval Latin studies. The overall approach of The Oxford Handbook of Medieval Latin Literature
makes this volume an essential resource for students of the ancient world interested in the
prolonged after-life of the classical period's cultural complexes, for medieval historians, for scholars
of other medieval literary traditions, and for all those interested in delving more deeply into the
fascinating more-than-millennium-long passage between the ancient Mediterranean world and what
we consider modernity.
  why does taxonomy use the latin language: The Anomalous Dispersion and Selective
Absorption of Fuchsin Prosser Hall Frye, William Bell Cartmel, 1903
  why does taxonomy use the latin language: Field Guide to Butterflies of the San Francisco
Bay and Sacramento Valley Regions Dr. Arthur Shapiro, 2007-06-05 The California Tortoiseshell,
West Coast Lady, Red Admiral, and Golden Oak Hairstreak are just a few of the many butterfly
species found in the floristically rich San Francisco Bay and Sacramento Valley regions. This guide,
written for both beginning and experienced butterfly watchers by one of the nation’s best-known
professional lepidopterists, provides thorough, up-to-date information on all of the butterfly species
found in this diverse and accessible region. Written in lively prose, it discusses the natural history
and conservation status for these butterflies and at the same time provides an integrated view of
butterfly biology based on studies conducted in northern California and around the world. Compact
enough for use in the field, the guide also includes tips on butterfly watching, photography,
gardening, and more. * Discusses and identifies more than 130 species * Species accounts include
information on identifying butterflies through behavior, markings, and host plants * Beautiful
full-color plates illustrate top and bottom views of wings for easier identification * Includes a species
checklist and a glossary
  why does taxonomy use the latin language: Diversity of Living Things Gr. 4-6 Pat Urie,
This resource is divided into four categories: classification, processes of life, under the microscope,
and the animal kingdom. Students will classify organisms and observe the similarities and
differences among them. Includes skill lists, teacher suggestions, resource lists, evaluation sheets,
and answer key. 35 activities, 96 pages.
  why does taxonomy use the latin language: Is God a Reality? Carmel Paul Attard, 2017-02-10
Why is there something rather than nothing? Was there a beginning to our universe, or was it always
there? Everything around us winds down; was the universe wound up? Is there evidence of design in
our universe, or was it the result of dumb luck? Are there other universes besides ours? Is life
common in our universe? Did life on earth start spontaneously from inanimate matter? Is there
evidence of intelligence in the living cell? Is there enough evidence for evolution? Did all life have a
universal common ancestor? Does thinking emerge from brain complexity? Does the self exist, or is
it just an illusion? Can science explain our consciousness? Can the soul or self be separated from the



body? Is there any evidence for an afterlife? Is there any positive evidence for the existence of God,
or is it all inferred? Is proposing the existence of a creator pseudoscience? Does survival of the
fittest imply a malevolent creator? Why all this pain and suffering in life? Is there any meaning to
life? Do heaven, hell, and purgatory exist; where are they? Is God a Reality? is a lifetime study of
these questions by a scientist.
  why does taxonomy use the latin language: The Maryland Master Gardener Handbook
University of Maryland Extension - Master Gardener Program, 2025-04-15 This reference details
plant terminology, gardening instructions, growing schedules, and species charts featuring color
photographs for gardeners in Maryland. Created as part of the curriculum of the University of
Maryland Extension Master Gardener Program, this book is the definitive resource for anyone
looking to develop a green thumb--
  why does taxonomy use the latin language: Emerging Infectious Diseases , 2003
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Is "For why" improper English? - English Language & Usage Stack   For why' can be idiomatic
in certain contexts, but it sounds rather old-fashioned. Googling 'for why' (in quotes) I discovered
that there was a single word 'forwhy' in Middle English
american english - Why to choose or Why choose? - English   Why to choose or Why choose?
[duplicate] Ask Question Asked 10 years, 10 months ago Modified 10 years, 10 months ago
Contextual difference between "That is why" vs "Which is why"? Thus we say: You never know,
which is why but You never know. That is why And goes on to explain: There is a subtle but
important difference between the use of that and which in a
pronunciation - Why is the “L” silent when pronouncing “salmon   The reason why is an
interesting one, and worth answering. The spurious “silent l” was introduced by the same people
who thought that English should spell words like debt and
etymology - "Philippines" vs. "Filipino" - English Language & Usage   Why is Filipino spelled
with an F? Philippines is spelled with a Ph. Some have said that it's because in Filipino, Philippines
starts with F; but if this is so, why did we only change
Why would you do that? - English Language & Usage Stack Exchange   1 Why would you do
that? is less about tenses and more about expressing a somewhat negative surprise or amazement,
sometimes enhanced by adding ever: Why would
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