why did slaves use drums for communication

why did slaves use drums for communication is a question that delves into the rich history and
cultural significance of drum usage among enslaved Africans in the Americas. Drums were not only
musical instruments but also vital tools for communication, resistance, and cultural preservation. This
article explores the reasons behind the reliance on drums for communication, the methods employed,
and the cultural implications of this practice. Understanding why slaves used drums for
communication offers insight into the ingenuity and resilience of enslaved communities. The use of
drums transcended mere sound; it was a coded language that conveyed messages over long
distances, coordinated activities, and preserved African heritage despite oppressive circumstances.
This article will cover the historical context, the technical aspects of drum communication, and the
cultural and social functions of drum usage among slaves.

e Historical Context of Drum Communication Among Slaves
e Technical Aspects of Using Drums for Communication

e Cultural and Social Functions of Drum Communication

¢ Challenges and Limitations of Drum Communication

e Legacy of Drum Communication in African American Culture

Historical Context of Drum Communication Among
Slaves

The use of drums for communication among slaves originated from African traditions where drums
served as essential communication devices. When Africans were forcibly brought to the Americas,
they brought with them their cultural practices, including the use of drums. In many African societies,
drums were used to send messages across villages, announce events, or summon people. In the
context of slavery, these traditions adapted to new environments and circumstances. Slaveholders
often prohibited slaves from speaking freely or gathering, which increased the importance of non-
verbal communication methods like drumming. The drums became a medium to maintain
connections, organize resistance, and transmit information covertly.

Origins in African Drumming Traditions

In West and Central Africa, drum languages were well-developed and sophisticated. Different rhythms
and beats represented specific words, phrases, or alerts. This practice, known as “talking drums,”
allowed messages to be sent across distances without the need for vocal speech. These traditions
were brought to the Americas by enslaved Africans, who adapted them to their new circumstances.
The drum’s ability to mimic the tonal languages of Africa made it a powerful tool for communication
among slaves.



Adaptation to the American Slave Context

In the Americas, the context changed dramatically. Slaves were under constant surveillance, and their
freedom was severely restricted. To cope with these limitations, slaves used drums to communicate
secretly. The rhythms could convey warnings about slave catchers, plans for escape, or calls for
meetings. Despite efforts by slaveholders to suppress drumming, including outright bans in some
colonies, the practice persisted, highlighting its critical role in the lives of enslaved people.

Technical Aspects of Using Drums for Communication

The question of why did slaves use drums for communication is closely tied to the technical methods
that made drum communication effective. Drums produced distinct sounds that could travel long
distances, especially in rural or forested environments. The communication involved more than
random beats; it was a structured system that encoded messages through rhythm, tone, and tempo
variations.

Types of Drums Used

Various types of drums were used by slaves, often modeled after African instruments. Some of the
commonly used drums included:

e Talking drums: These drums could change pitch dynamically and mimic the inflections of
spoken language.

¢ Hand drums: Smaller drums played with hands to create different sounds and rhythms.

e Barrel drums: Larger drums constructed from available materials that produced deep,
resonant sounds.

The choice of drum depended on availability and the communication needs of the community.

Encoding Messages Through Rhythm

Slaves developed rhythmic codes that corresponded to specific messages. For example, a particular
pattern could signal danger, while another indicated a gathering or the presence of overseers. These
rhythmic messages were often passed down orally and memorized, functioning as a secret language.
The ability to encode complex messages in drum patterns was a sophisticated adaptation that
allowed slaves to communicate without alerting their oppressors.

Cultural and Social Functions of Drum Communication

Drum communication among slaves served not only practical purposes but also cultural and social
functions. It was a means of preserving African identity and fostering community cohesion under
oppressive conditions. The drums connected slaves to their heritage and provided a sense of unity



and resistance.

Preservation of African Heritage

Through drumming, slaves maintained elements of their African cultural practices, including music,
language, and social rituals. Drums were integral to ceremonies, storytelling, and religious practices,
helping to sustain cultural continuity despite the disruption of slavery. This cultural preservation was a
form of resilience and resistance against forced assimilation.

Social Cohesion and Resistance

Drum communication helped to build social networks among slaves. It facilitated gatherings for
worship, celebration, or planning revolts. Drums were often used to coordinate escapes or organize
collective action. The social aspect of drumming fostered solidarity and collective identity, which was
essential for survival and resistance in hostile environments.

Challenges and Limitations of Drum Communication

Despite its effectiveness, drum communication faced significant challenges and limitations.
Slaveholders recognized the power of drums and often sought to suppress their use. Understanding
these challenges provides context for why drum communication was both vital and vulnerable.

Suppression by Slaveholders

Many colonial authorities banned drums and other African cultural practices, fearing they would
facilitate rebellion or escape. In some regions, drumming was punishable by severe penalties. These
restrictions forced slaves to develop more covert methods of communication and sometimes limited
the use of drums to private or secret gatherings.

Environmental and Practical Limitations

Drum communication depended on environmental conditions such as distance and background noise.
In some cases, dense plantations or urban settings reduced the effectiveness of drumming.
Additionally, not all slaves had access to drums or the knowledge to interpret drum messages, which
could limit the reach of this communication method.

Legacy of Drum Communication in African American
Culture

The use of drums for communication among slaves has left a profound legacy in African American
culture. The rhythms, styles, and cultural significance of drumming continue to influence music,
storytelling, and cultural identity in the United States and beyond.



Influence on Music and Art

Drumming traditions contributed to the development of various musical genres such as blues, jazz,
gospel, and hip-hop. The rhythmic complexity and call-and-response patterns found in these genres
can be traced back to African drumming and communication methods. Drums remain a symbol of
cultural pride and historical memory in African American communities.

Cultural Recognition and Revival

In recent decades, there has been a revival and scholarly recognition of drum communication’s role in
slave history. Cultural organizations and historians emphasize the importance of drumming as a form
of communication and resistance. This recognition honors the ingenuity and resilience of enslaved
Africans and their descendants.

Summary of Key Reasons Why Slaves Used Drums for
Communication

e To overcome language barriers and communicate over long distances

e To send secret messages without alerting slaveholders

e To preserve African cultural traditions and identity

e To coordinate social gatherings, religious ceremonies, and resistance efforts
e To foster community cohesion and solidarity

» To adapt to the limitations imposed by the oppressive environment of slavery

Frequently Asked Questions

Why did slaves use drums for communication?

Slaves used drums for communication because drums could transmit messages over long distances
where speaking was not possible or safe, allowing them to coordinate activities and share information
covertly.

How did drums help slaves communicate secretly?

Drums allowed slaves to send coded messages that could be understood by other slaves but
remained hidden from slave owners and overseers, helping them avoid detection.



What types of messages were sent using drums by slaves?

Slaves used drums to send various messages, including warnings of danger, calls to gather, signals to
escape, and news about community events or plans.

Were drum communications effective among slaves?

Yes, drum communications were effective because they could be heard over large distances and were
adapted into complex rhythms and patterns that conveyed specific meanings.

Did slave owners try to stop the use of drums for
communication?

Yes, many slave owners banned drum use because they feared it could facilitate rebellion and escape
plans, leading to restrictions and confiscation of drums.

What cultural significance did drumming hold for slaves?

Drumming was not only a communication tool but also a vital aspect of African cultural heritage,
providing a sense of identity, community, and spiritual connection among slaves.

How did drumming influence slave resistance?

Drumming helped coordinate resistance efforts by allowing slaves to organize uprisings and share
information discreetly, contributing to their fight for freedom.

Were drums the only means of communication slaves used?

No, slaves also used song, coded language, signals, and other non-verbal methods, but drums were
particularly valuable for long-distance and covert communication.

Did the use of drums for communication vary by region?

Yes, the use and style of drumming varied depending on regional African traditions and the local
environment, influencing how slaves communicated in different areas.

How is the legacy of slave drumming seen today?

The legacy of slave drumming is evident in African American music, such as blues, jazz, and gospel,
and in cultural practices that honor African heritage and resistance.

Additional Resources

1. Drums of Freedom: The Role of Percussion in African American Slave Communication

This book explores how enslaved Africans used drums as a vital tool for covert communication and
cultural preservation. It delves into the historical context of drum usage on plantations and the
innovative ways slaves bypassed restrictions imposed by slaveholders. The author highlights the



significance of rhythm and sound in maintaining community bonds and coordinating resistance.

2. Echoes of the Past: Drum Communication Among Enslaved Africans

Focusing on the rich heritage of African drumming traditions, this work examines how slaves adapted
these practices in the Americas to send messages and warnings. The book combines anthropological
research with historical narratives to reveal the complexity of drum languages and their crucial role in
survival. It also discusses the challenges slaves faced in keeping this form of communication alive
under oppressive conditions.

3. Beating the Silence: Drums as a Secret Language in Slavery

This title investigates the clandestine use of drums by slaves to communicate across plantations and
beyond. It uncovers how drum patterns conveyed detailed information, from escape plans to
communal gatherings, effectively circumventing the surveillance of slave owners. The book also
addresses the broader cultural implications of drumming in African American identity.

4. Rhythms of Resistance: The Power of Drums in Slave Communities

Highlighting the drum as a symbol of resistance, this book documents its use in organizing revolts and
maintaining morale among enslaved people. It provides historical case studies where drum
communication played a pivotal role in uprisings and escapes. The narrative underscores the drums’
dual function as both a tool of communication and a source of spiritual strength.

5. The Secret Code: Understanding Drum Language in Slavery

This book offers an in-depth analysis of the specific rhythms and beats used by slaves to transmit
messages discreetly. It deciphers the “drum codes” and explains how these patterns functioned as an
early form of encrypted communication. The author supports the findings with historical
documentation and oral histories from African American descendants.

6. Voices Through the Drum: African Traditions and Slave Communication

Exploring the continuity of African cultural practices, this book traces the origins of drum
communication back to West African societies. It illustrates how enslaved Africans preserved these
traditions despite the harsh conditions of slavery. The work also examines the drum’s role in religious
ceremonies, storytelling, and community cohesion.

7. Sounding Freedom: Drums and the Underground Railroad

This title connects the use of drums with the operations of the Underground Railroad, showing how
rhythmic signals aided escapees on their journey to freedom. It discusses specific instances where

drum communication helped coordinate safe passages and warn of danger. The book sheds light on
the strategic ingenuity of slaves who used sound as a form of resistance.

8. Beats of Bondage: The Cultural Significance of Slave Drumming

Focusing on the cultural and emotional aspects, this book portrays how drumming served as an outlet
for expression and resilience among slaves. It details the ceremonial and everyday uses of drums,
emphasizing their role in preserving African heritage. The author also explores how these traditions
influenced later African American musical forms.

9. Hidden Messages: The Drum as a Tool of Slave Communication and Survival

This work reveals the multifaceted ways drums were used to communicate secret messages,
including warnings and instructions for escape. It combines historical evidence with ethnographic
studies to provide a comprehensive understanding of drum communication’s effectiveness. The book
also reflects on the legacy of these practices in modern African American culture.
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why did slaves use drums for communication: From Oral to Literate Culture Peter A.
Roberts, 1997 This study presents the movement from an oral to a literate culture in the West Indies
with the English language as central to this movement. The period examined, from the start of the
first English settlement in the islands up to the time of Emancipation, was the period which
established the foundations of West Indian society. The study relates the movement towards a
literate culture to the development of methods of communication in the plantation slave society, to
general literary and intellectual development, and to the expansion of formal education. Literacy in
English is regarded as a barometer of social development because the English language was
sustained internally and externally as the language of those who ruled and, contrary to fundamental
notions associated with the power of literacy, it maintained privilege within certain sectors of the
society. There is no other study which provides the interdisciplinary approach of this work in
accounting for the development of literate culture in the West Indies.

why did slaves use drums for communication: Musicians' Migratory Patterns: The
African Drum as Symbol in Early America Christopher Johnson, 2019-10-16 Musicians’
Migratory Patterns: The African Drum as Symbol in Early America questions the ban that was placed
on the African drum in early America. It shows the functional use of the drum for celebrations,
weddings, funerals, religious ceremonies, and nonviolent communication. The assumption that
drums and horns were used to communicate in slave revolts is undone in this study. Rather, this
volume seeks to consider the social place of the drum for both blacks and whites of the time, using
the writings of Europeans and colonial-era Americans, the accounts of African American free
persons and slaves, the period instruments, and numerous illustrations of paintings and sculpture.
The image of the drum was effectively appropriated by Europeans and Americans who wrote about
African American culture, particularly in the nineteenth century, and re-appropriated by African
American poets and painters in the early twentieth century who recreated a positive nationalist view
of their African past. Throughout human history, cultural objects have been banned by one group to
be used another, objects that include books, religious artifacts, and ways of dress. This study unlocks
a metaphor that is at the root of racial bias—the idea of what is primitive—while offering a fresh
approach by promoting the construct of multiple-points-of-view for this social-historical presentation.

why did slaves use drums for communication: African Traditional And Oral Literature
As Pedagogical Tools In Content Area Classrooms Lewis Asimeng-Boahene, Michael Baffoe,
2013-12-01 For a long time, many American educators and educational stakeholders have drawn
their ideas for educational reforms from ideas generated in Europe and Asia for the changing
demographics of America’s diverse classrooms. This book is therefore motivated by a bold attempt at
advocating for the revision of existing pedagogic fora and the creation and addition of new fora that
would provide for the inclusion of thoughts, perspectives and practices of African traditional oral
literature in the pedagogical tools of content area classrooms especially in North America. The
articles that are presented in this book provide theoretical frameworks for using African traditional
oral literature and its various tenets as teaching tools. They bring together new voices of how
African literature could be used as helpful tool in classrooms. Rationale for agitating for its use as
ideal for pedagogic tool is the recurrent theme throughout the various articles presented. The book
explores how educators, literacy educators, learners, activists, policy makers, and curriculum
developers can utilize the powerful, yet untapped gem of African oral literature as pedagogical tools
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in content area classrooms to help expand educators repertoire of understanding beyond the
‘conventional wisdom’ of their pedagogic creed. It is a comprehensive work of experienced and
diverse scholars, academicians, and educators who have expertise in multicultural education,
traditional oral literature, urban education, children’s literature and culturally responsive pedagogy
that have become the focus of U.S. discourses in public education and teacher preparation. This
anthology serves as part of the quest for multiple views about our ‘global village’, emphasizing the
importance of linking the idea of diverse knowledge with realities of global trends and development.
Consequently, the goal and the basic thrust of this anthology is to negotiate for space for
non-mainstream epistemology to share the pedagogical floor with the mainstream template, to foster
alternative vision of reality for other knowledge production in the academic domain. The uniqueness
of this collection is the idea of bringing the content and the pedagogy of most of the genres of
African oral arts under one umbrella and thereby offering a practical acquaintance and appreciation
with different African cultures. It therefore introduces the world of African mind and thoughts to the
readers. In summary, this anthology presents an academic area which is now gaining its long
overdue recognition in the academia.

why did slaves use drums for communication: Tap Roots Mark Knowles, 2002-06-03 Tracing
the development of tap dancing from ancient India to the Broadway stage in 1903, when the word
Tap was first used in publicity to describe this new American style of dance, this text separates the
cultural, societal and historical events that influenced the development of Tap dancing. Section One
covers primary influences such as Irish step dancing, English clog dancing and African dancing.
Section Two covers theatrical influences (early theatrical developments, Daddy Rice, the Virginia
Minstrels) and Section Three covers various other influences (Native American, German and
Shaker). Also included are accounts of the people present at tap's inception and how various styles
of dance were mixed to create a new art form.

why did slaves use drums for communication: Caribbean Civilisation Eric Doumerc, 2003

why did slaves use drums for communication: Communication Explosion Globe Fearon,
1997

why did slaves use drums for communication: Dancing the Deep Hum, One Woman's
Ideas about How to Live in a Dancing, Singing Universe Connie Tyler, 2009-03 In Dancing the
Deep Hum, Connie Pwll examines the sometimes delightful and sometimes painful lessons she has
learned in her sixty-five years of life, and humbly presents some ideas about how to live life joyfully.
Weaving in and out between the personal and the public, the individual and the whole - the universe,
the infinite, and the here and now, she searches for the definition of that unnamable something that
hums, uses her own experiences and other people's stories found in books, film and the media, to
suggest a set of principles for living that just might bring us personal happiness while moving us
toward a solution to the world's ecological and social justice problems.

why did slaves use drums for communication: From Smoke Signals to Satellites D. K. Das, P.
S. Bharadhwaj, 2025-02-22 From the early days of smoke signals and carrier pigeons to the
advanced satellite communications of today, this book uncovers the key moments of the fascinating
history of communication and follows the stories of the pioneers who pushed the boundaries of what
was possible and changed the way we communicate forever. It also delves into the rich history of
modern telecoms in India, including the inspiring story of ISRO and the Indian Space Programme.

why did slaves use drums for communication: American English in Mind Level 3 Workbook
Herbert Puchta, Jeff Stranks, 2011-09-19 American English in Mind is an integrated, four-skills
course for beginner to advanced teenage learners of American English. The American English in
Mind Level 3 Workbook provides language and skills practice for each Student's Book unit. The
Workbook can be used both in the classroom and at home. Listening exercises utilize audio tracks
found on the DVD-ROM accompanying the Student's Book.

why did slaves use drums for communication: Beyond Unwanted Sound Marie Thompson,
2017-02-09 Noise is so often a 'stench in the ear' - an unpleasant disturbance or an unwelcome
distraction. But there is much more to noise than what greets the ear as unwanted sound. Beyond




Unwanted Sound is about noise and how we talk about it. Weaving together affect theory with
cybernetics, media histories, acoustic ecology, geo-politics, sonic art practices and a range of noises,
Marie Thompson critiques both the conservative politics of silence and transgressive poetics of noise
music, each of which position noise as a negative phenomenon. Beyond Unwanted Sound instead
aims to account for a broader spectrum of noise, ranging from the exceptional to the banal; the
overwhelming to the inaudible; and the destructive to the generative. What connects these various
and variable manifestations of noise is not negativity but affectivity. Building on the Spinozist
assertion that to exist is to be affected, Beyond Unwanted Sound asserts that to exist is to be
affected by noise.

why did slaves use drums for communication: Culpability of the Trans-Atlantic Slave
Trade Abdul Karim Bangura, 2016-12-07 This book contributes to the debate over the culpability of
the Trans-Atlantic Slave from various disciplinary perspectives. The general thesis that undergirds
the book is that by knowing who was predisposed to benefit the most from the trade and why,
prompting them to initiate it, appropriate culpability can be assigned. This approach also allowed for
a more in-depth analysis of the issue from many disciplines, making it the first of its kind. For the
sake of cohesion and coherence, some of the major questions addressed by every chapter are quite
similar, albeit authors were encouraged to fine-tune and add to these questions to meet their
disciplinary requirements. By emphasizing the why in some of the questions, a qualitative
explanatory case study approach was utilized. Both primary and secondary data sources were also
used for each chapter to offer a cogent analysis and new information on the topic.

why did slaves use drums for communication: Understanding Cultural Traits Fabrizio
Panebianco, Emanuele Serrelli, 2016-02-26 This volume constitutes a first step towards an
ever-deferred interdisciplinary dialogue on cultural traits. It offers a way to enter a representative
sample of the intellectual diversity that surrounds this topic, and a means to stimulate innovative
avenues of research. It stimulates critical thinking and awareness in the disciplines that need to
conceptualize and study culture, cultural traits, and cultural diversity. Culture is often defined and
studied with an emphasis on cultural features. For UNESCO, “culture should be regarded as the set
of distinctive spiritual, material, intellectual and emotional features of society or a social group”. But
the very possibility of assuming the existence of cultural traits is not granted, and any serious
evaluation of the notion of “cultural trait” requires the interrogation of several disciplines from
cultural anthropology to linguistics, from psychology to sociology to musicology, and all areas of
knowledge on culture. This book presents a strong multidisciplinary perspective that can help clarify
the problems about cultural traits.

why did slaves use drums for communication: African American Music Mellonee V. Burnim,
Portia K. Maultsby, 2014-11-13 American Music: An Introduction, Second Edition is a collection of
seventeen essays surveying major African American musical genres, both sacred and secular, from
slavery to the present. With contributions by leading scholars in the field, the work brings together
analyses of African American music based on ethnographic fieldwork, which privileges the voices of
the music-makers themselves, woven into a richly textured mosaic of history and culture. At the
same time, it incorporates musical treatments that bring clarity to the structural, melodic, and
rhythmic characteristics that both distinguish and unify African American music. The second edition
has been substantially revised and updated, and includes new essays on African and African
American musical continuities, African-derived instrument construction and performance practice,
techno, and quartet traditions. Musical transcriptions, photographs, illustrations, and a new audio
CD bring the music to life.

why did slaves use drums for communication: English in Mind Level 3 Workbook Herbert
Puchta, Jeff Stranks, Richard Carter, Peter Lewis-Jones, 2010-09-23 This second edition updates a
course which has proven to be a perfect fit for classes the world over. Engaging content and a
strong focus on grammar and vocabulary combine to make this course a hit with both teachers and
students. This Workbook provides extra language and skills practice for use both in the classroom or
at home. It also includes extra vocabulary exercises corresponding to the expanded lexical sets in



the Student's Book 'Vocabulary bank'. 'Study Help' and 'Skills Tips' sections give learners extra
support and guidance. The audio content to accompany the workbook is included on the Student's
Book DVD-ROM and on the Audio CDs.

why did slaves use drums for communication: Marronnage and Arts Stéphanie
Melyon-Reinette, 2012-12-07 Marronnage is a stance, an attitude, a mentality or even a style. This
book gives a large span of declensions of marronnage and shows how the quest for freedom during
Slavery has infiltrated social relationships and the arts. Thus, identity approaches and expressions
very specific to postcolonial societies and conditioned by the interracial and phenotypical-social
interactions have developed. Those musics and dances are cosmogonies with their particular codes.
New spheres where the enslaved black men and their descendants could and can claim their
freedom anew. Within this book, the contributors shed new light on those phenomena and unveil the
preconceived stereotypical, folklore-wise, sensualized and heavy ideological blanket that conceals
the Caribbean, African and Indian Ocean cultures. From the French West Indies to Madagascar and
Brazil, this book offers an incursion into a phenomenon which mutates across the ages, from its
origins in the colonial era up until today: metamorphoses, syncretisms and political activisms.
Through music and dances, it is possible to discover how revolt could be incarnated in bodies and
voices.

why did slaves use drums for communication: A History of the World in 100 Objects Neil
MacGregor, 2011-10-27 An enthralling and profoundly humane book that every civilized person
should read. --The Wall Street Journal The blockbuster New York Times bestseller and the
companion volume to the wildly popular radio series When did people first start to wear jewelry or
play music? When were cows domesticated, and why do we feed their milk to our children? Where
were the first cities, and what made them succeed? Who developed math--or invented money? The
history of humanity is one of invention and innovation, as we have continually created new things to
use, to admire, or leave our mark on the world. In this groundbreaking book, Neil MacGregor turns
to objects that previous civilizations have left behind to paint a portrait of mankind's evolution,
focusing on unexpected turning points. Beginning with a chopping tool from the Olduvai Gorge in
Africa and ending with a recent innovation that is transforming the way we power our world, he
urges us to see history as a kaleidoscope--shifting, interconnected, constantly surprising. A landmark
bestseller, A History of the World in 100 Objects is one f the most unusual and engrossing history
books to be published in years. “None could have imagined quite how the radio series would
permeate the national consciousness. Well over 12.5 million podcasts have been downloaded since
the first programme and more than 550 museums around Britain have launched similar series
featuring local history. . . . MacGregor’s voice comes through as distinctively as it did on radio and
his arguments about the interconnectedness of disparate societies through the ages are all the
stronger for the detail afforded by extra space. A book to savour and start over.” —The Economist

why did slaves use drums for communication: Yonder Come the Blues Paul Oliver,
2001-02-22 Yonder Come the Blues combines three influential and much-quoted books: Savannah
Syncopators; Blacks, Whites and Blues and Recording the Blues. Updated with additional essays,
this 2001 volume discusses the crucial early development of the blues as a music of Blacks in the
United States, explaining some of the most significant factors that shaped this music. Together,
these three texts emphasise the significance of the African heritage, the mutuality of much white
and black music and the role of recording in consolidating the blues, thus demonstrating the
importance of these formative elements in its complex but combined socio-musical history.
Redressing some of the misconceptions that persist in writing on African-American music, this book
will be essential reading for all enthusiasts of blues, jazz and country music and will be important for
students of African-American studies and music, popular music and popular culture.

why did slaves use drums for communication: The Alphabet As Resistance: Laws
Against Reading, Writing and Religion in the Slave South Jerry Cunningham, 2023-04-03
Could slavery get worse after centuries of it? It did in the slave South in the decades just before the
Civil War. This book explores the expansion of slavery during the period, the growth of the



mass-labor cotton and sugar plantations, the expulsion of the Native Americans, and the new types
of repression. Those new types of repression included new laws that prohibited the teaching of a
slave to read or write - prohibited literacy - under penalty of whippings or worse. Other new types of
repression included laws against gatherings - aimed at religious gatherings. Laws requiring slaves to
have a pass from the slaveowner or a white person were ancient; they were tightened under the new
regime. The laws were enforced by the notorious patrols, made of poorer white men, whose service
was always mandatory and often drunken. The book chronicles, often in the voices of the slaves
themselves, both the repression against literacy and religion and their resistance to it.

why did slaves use drums for communication: Let Spirit Speak! Vanessa K. Valdés,
2012-06-01 Interdisciplinary celebration of the cultural contributions of members of the African
Diaspora in the Western hemisphere.

why did slaves use drums for communication: The Drummer's Time Rick Mattingly, 1998
Presents a collection of interviews with such jazz drummers as Joe Morello, Buddy Rich, Max Roach,
Elvin Jones, and Tony Williams.
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