
why i want to become a teacher

why i want to become a teacher is a question that encompasses a variety of
motivations, aspirations, and professional goals. Teaching is a noble
profession that demands dedication, passion, and a commitment to shaping
future generations. Many individuals choose this career path because of the
desire to make a positive impact on students’ lives, foster a love of
learning, and contribute to the community. Understanding the reasons behind
this choice reveals the significance of education in society and highlights
the qualities essential for effective teaching. This article explores the
primary motivations for pursuing a teaching career, the benefits and
challenges involved, and the personal and societal rewards associated with
the profession. The following sections will provide a comprehensive overview
of why becoming a teacher is a meaningful and impactful vocation.

The Importance of Teaching as a Profession

Personal Motivations for Becoming a Teacher

Impact on Students and Society

Skills and Qualities Required for Teaching

Challenges and Rewards of a Teaching Career

The Importance of Teaching as a Profession
Teaching holds a vital role in the development and advancement of society.
Educators are responsible for imparting knowledge, developing critical
thinking skills, and preparing students for future challenges. The profession
is foundational to the growth of individuals and communities, as education
influences economic development, social stability, and innovation. Teachers
serve not only as instructors but also as mentors, role models, and advocates
for lifelong learning.

Role in Shaping Future Generations
The role of teachers extends beyond delivering curriculum content; they shape
the attitudes, values, and skills of young people who will become tomorrow’s
leaders, professionals, and citizens. Effective teaching fosters curiosity,
creativity, and ethical behavior, which are essential for personal and
societal progress. By guiding students through their educational journey,
teachers contribute to the formation of informed, responsible, and capable
individuals.



Contribution to Community Development
Teachers are instrumental in community development by promoting education
equity and inclusion. They create learning environments that support diverse
learners and encourage social cohesion. Through their work, teachers help
bridge gaps in knowledge and opportunity, empowering students to participate
fully in society and contribute positively to their communities.

Personal Motivations for Becoming a Teacher
Individuals choose to become teachers for a variety of personal reasons,
often driven by a passion for education and a desire to make a difference.
These motivations reflect intrinsic values and professional aspirations that
align with the responsibilities of the teaching profession.

Passion for Education and Learning
A strong passion for education motivates many to pursue teaching careers.
This includes a love for subject matter, enthusiasm for learning processes,
and a commitment to sharing knowledge with others. Teachers often find
fulfillment in fostering curiosity and helping students discover their
potential.

Desire to Inspire and Influence
The desire to inspire and positively influence young minds is a common reason
why many individuals seek to become teachers. Educators have the unique
opportunity to encourage students to overcome challenges, set goals, and
develop confidence. This motivational role is a powerful draw for those who
value mentorship and guidance.

Commitment to Lifelong Impact
Becoming a teacher allows individuals to make a lasting impact on the lives
of others. The knowledge and skills imparted can shape students’ futures and
contribute to their personal and professional success. This long-term
influence is a significant factor in the decision to enter the teaching
profession.

Impact on Students and Society
The influence of teachers extends beyond the classroom, affecting both
individual students and society as a whole. Understanding this impact
highlights the importance of teaching as a career choice.



Supporting Student Growth and Development
Teachers play a critical role in supporting the intellectual, emotional, and
social development of students. They create supportive learning environments
that encourage exploration and resilience. Effective teachers adapt to
diverse learning needs and foster a positive atmosphere that promotes student
success.

Promoting Social Equity and Inclusion
Education is a key factor in promoting social equity, and teachers are
central to this process. By providing access to quality education for all
students, regardless of background, teachers help reduce disparities and
promote fairness. Their work contributes to building inclusive communities
and advancing social justice.

Preparing Students for Future Challenges
In a rapidly changing world, teachers equip students with the skills
necessary to navigate future challenges. These include critical thinking,
problem-solving, collaboration, and adaptability. Through education, teachers
prepare students not only academically but also for active and responsible
citizenship.

Skills and Qualities Required for Teaching
Successful teaching requires a combination of skills and personal qualities
that enable educators to meet the diverse needs of their students and manage
the demands of the profession effectively.

Effective Communication Skills
Clear and engaging communication is essential for conveying information and
facilitating understanding. Teachers must be able to explain concepts in
various ways to accommodate different learning styles and ensure
comprehension.

Patience and Empathy
Patience and empathy are critical qualities for fostering positive
relationships with students. Understanding students’ challenges and providing
support helps create a trusting and encouraging classroom atmosphere.



Organizational and Classroom Management Skills
Teachers need strong organizational abilities to plan lessons, assess
progress, and manage classroom activities. Effective classroom management
ensures a conducive learning environment and maximizes instructional time.

Continuous Professional Development
Commitment to ongoing learning and professional growth is important for
educators to stay current with teaching methods, technology, and educational
research. This dedication enhances teaching effectiveness and student
outcomes.

Key Qualities Essential for Teaching

Passion for education and student success

Adaptability to diverse learning needs

Strong interpersonal and collaborative skills

Creativity in lesson planning and delivery

Ethical responsibility and professionalism

Challenges and Rewards of a Teaching Career
While teaching is a highly rewarding profession, it also presents several
challenges that require resilience and dedication. Understanding these
aspects provides a realistic perspective on the career choice.

Common Challenges Faced by Teachers
Teachers often encounter challenges such as large class sizes, limited
resources, administrative demands, and diverse student needs. Managing these
obstacles requires problem-solving skills and perseverance. Additionally,
balancing professional responsibilities with personal life can be demanding.

Intrinsic and Extrinsic Rewards
The rewards of teaching extend beyond financial compensation. Intrinsic
rewards include the satisfaction of witnessing student growth, building



meaningful relationships, and contributing to society. Extrinsic rewards may
involve career advancement opportunities, recognition, and professional
development.

Positive Impact on Personal and Professional Growth
Teaching fosters continuous personal and professional development. Educators
gain valuable skills such as leadership, communication, and cultural
competence. The dynamic nature of the profession encourages lifelong learning
and adaptability.

Summary of Teaching Career Benefits

Opportunity to inspire and shape future generations

Contribution to community and societal development

Intellectual stimulation and creativity

Building lasting relationships with students and colleagues

Professional growth and lifelong learning

Frequently Asked Questions

Why do you want to become a teacher?
I want to become a teacher because I am passionate about helping others learn
and grow, and I believe education is a powerful tool to shape the future.

How does becoming a teacher align with your personal
values?
Becoming a teacher aligns with my values of empathy, patience, and lifelong
learning, as I want to support students in their academic and personal
development.

What motivates you to pursue a career in teaching?
I am motivated by the opportunity to make a positive impact on students'
lives and inspire them to achieve their full potential.



How do you see yourself contributing to the
education field as a teacher?
I see myself contributing by creating an inclusive and engaging learning
environment that encourages critical thinking and creativity.

What experiences have influenced your decision to
become a teacher?
My experiences volunteering as a tutor and working with children have shown
me the rewarding nature of teaching and strengthened my desire to pursue this
career.

How do you plan to handle challenges in the teaching
profession?
I plan to handle challenges by staying adaptable, seeking support from
colleagues, and continuously improving my teaching strategies.

What skills do you have that will make you a good
teacher?
I have strong communication skills, patience, empathy, and the ability to
explain complex concepts in an understandable way, which will help me connect
with students.

Why is teaching an important profession to you?
Teaching is important to me because it shapes the future by educating the
next generation and fostering a love for learning.

How do you want to impact your students as a
teacher?
I want to impact my students by building their confidence, encouraging
curiosity, and helping them develop critical life skills.

What makes teaching a fulfilling career choice for
you?
Teaching is fulfilling because it allows me to make a meaningful difference
every day and witness the growth and success of my students firsthand.



Additional Resources
1. Teach Like a Champion: 49 Techniques that Put Students on the Path to
College
This book by Doug Lemov offers practical strategies for effective teaching,
focusing on techniques that help teachers create an engaging and productive
classroom environment. It provides insight into the skills that make a great
teacher and why these skills are essential for student success. Reading this
can inspire aspiring educators by showing the impact of strong teaching
practices.

2. The Courage to Teach: Exploring the Inner Landscape of a Teacher’s Life
Parker J. Palmer explores the personal and emotional journey of becoming a
teacher in this reflective book. It delves into the motivations and values
that drive teachers, emphasizing the importance of authenticity and
connection in education. This book helps prospective teachers understand the
deeper reasons behind their calling.

3. What the Best Teachers Do
By Ken Bain, this book distills research on outstanding teachers and uncovers
what sets them apart. It highlights the passion, dedication, and innovative
methods that inspire students and foster learning. Aspiring teachers can find
motivation and guidance for their own teaching journey.

4. Educating Esmé: Diary of a Teacher’s First Year
Esme Raji Codell’s candid diary captures the challenges and triumphs of a
first-year teacher. Through her stories, readers gain a realistic and
heartfelt look at the teaching profession, including why many choose to
become educators despite obstacles. This book is encouraging for those
entering the field.

5. Drive: The Surprising Truth About What Motivates Us
Daniel H. Pink’s exploration of motivation is crucial for teachers who want
to understand what drives both themselves and their students. The book
discusses autonomy, mastery, and purpose, which are key to effective teaching
and learning. It provides a psychological foundation for why teaching is a
meaningful career.

6. Mindset: The New Psychology of Success
Carol S. Dweck’s research on growth mindset explains how believing in the
ability to improve can transform education. This book inspires teachers by
showing how a positive, growth-oriented approach benefits both educators and
students. It reinforces the importance of fostering resilience and a love of
learning.

7. The First Days of School: How to Be an Effective Teacher
Harry K. Wong and Rosemary T. Wong offer practical advice for new teachers on
setting the tone and expectations from day one. This book underscores the
significance of preparation and classroom management as foundations for
successful teaching. It’s a motivating read for those eager to make a
positive impact.



8. Why I Teach
This collection of essays from various educators provides personal
reflections on the reasons behind their commitment to teaching. The diverse
stories highlight passion, purpose, and the desire to make a difference in
students’ lives. It serves as a powerful reminder of the profound impact
teachers have.

9. The Passionate Teacher: A Practical Guide
Robert Fried presents strategies and insights on how enthusiasm and passion
can energize teaching and inspire students. The book encourages educators to
connect deeply with their subject matter and their students. It’s an
uplifting resource for anyone considering teaching as a meaningful vocation.
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Coming on the heels of the media announcing a national teacher shortage, this book outlines why
people become teachers and helps readers reflect upon their own history with teachers before
making a commitment to a teacher education program. The pros and cons of the profession are
discussed, as well as how to choose the right subject and grade. Common myths are explored and
debunked, such as that old adage, 'Those who can do, and who can't, teach.' The book is designed
for the general public as well as students in introductory courses in education. Also includes
invaluable references and hints of employment.
  why i want to become a teacher: So You Want to be a Teacher? Fred Sedgwick, 2008-06-24 If
you are interested in a career in teaching but not sure where to start, this book is the perfect guide.
Written for anybody considering taking an initial teacher training course, this down-to-earth book is
a straightforward and very helpful manual which will take you through all the stages of choosing a
course, preparing for training and completing the course itself. It is a comprehensive and supportive
guide to help you decide whether teaching is the career for you, and to what you can expect in the
job. Chapters include: - What is a teacher? - The good news about teaching - working with children -
Routes to qualified teacher status and how to choose the right one for you - Help with study skills,
including essay writing, organisation and record-keeping - How to survive your teaching placements
- Developing your professionalism - Coping with the bad news - teacher workload, bureaucracy and
stress - How to get your first job Written in an engaging and humorous - but above all, supportive -
style, the book is essential pre-course reading for prospective student teachers.
  why i want to become a teacher: Teacher Reflection Zia Tajeddin, Atsuko Watanabe,
2022-09-15 This edited book has been compiled in honor of Thomas S.C. Farrell, one of the most
distinguished scholars in theorizing and researching language teacher reflection. It examines
teacher reflection in three main areas: policies, practices and the impact of teacher reflection on
teachers’ practices and professional development. The data-driven chapters shed light on concerns
and challenges experienced by teachers in diverse international contexts and institutions, and
discuss the practical implications of their findings across a variety of policy settings. The book
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addresses aspects of reflective practice including macro and micro policies and constraints, as well
as opportunities in the engagement of reflective practice. In addition, it explores teachers’ identity,
cognition, emotion and motivation, areas which are relevant but often not discussed in the literature
on reflective practice.
  why i want to become a teacher: I Want to Be a Teacher Jajuan Clark, 2017-02-25 Across the
nation, there is a shortage of teachers in education. Education today seems to be becoming more
challenging. There are more tasks and requirements that are being placed on teachers. These
challenges have caused a decline in students desiring to enter the field of education as well as
teachers being motivated to stay in this field. However, given all the tasks and responsibilities of this
field, it is evident that being a teacher is still a rewarding career. Education is more than teaching
students the curriculum. As a teacher, you enter the field in which your job is truly a calling as you
meet the needs of diverse students. There is a hidden curriculum in education in which teachers
must help instruct and guide the students in life skills as well. There are diverse students who deal
with various issues whose only support system is the teachers within the school. These students
desire and desperately need the impact of a great teacher. As you read this book, the desire to
become an effective teacher will be awaken as you will see just how teachers can impact the lives of
children. Often the passion of teaching is overshadowed by the requirements of state standards.
However, through reading this book, these passions which were overshadowed will once again be
restored into the educational system through you, the motivated and inspired teacher. This book will
provide deep insight and encouragement for beginning teachers to enter this multi-faceted
educational system. It will inform those who are thinking of becoming teachers just how important
they are to students, society, and the world. It will provide motivation for the teacher that is
currently in the field. If you find yourself asking is this job still for you after all these years, this is
the book for you. Your passion and love for teaching will be restored. After reading this work, your
last thought will be, I Want To Be A Teacher.
  why i want to become a teacher: Lessons From Great Teachers to Teachers Who Want to
Be Great Dale Ripley, 2025-01-21 Author Dale Ripley has spent years studying great educators.
Through extensive interviews with outstanding teachers and his own teaching experience, he has
identified the common traits of great teachers. These traits include a passion for teaching, the
creation of solid teacher-student relationships, and a sense of calling. In his book, Ripley offers
insightful and well-researched advice to inspire both new and experienced teachers. K–12 teachers
will use this book to: Explore the qualities, habits, and behaviors of great teachers Understand the
research behind what makes teachers most effective Glean insights from other teachers on the topic
of each chapter Hone skills and approaches that will elevate teaching Be inspired and renewed as an
educator Contents: Introduction Chapter 1: Great Teachers Are Masters of the Subjects They Teach
Chapter 2: Great Teachers Know the Students They Teach Chapter 3: Great Teachers Know
Themselves Chapter 4: Great Teachers Master Planning Chapter 5: Great Teachers Master Teaching
and Learning Strategies Chapter 6: Great Teachers Master Assessment Strategies Chapter 7: Great
Teachers Are Masters of Motivation and Persuasion Chapter 8: Great Teachers Prioritize the
Teacher-Student Relationship Chapter 9: Great Teachers See Teaching as a Team Sport Chapter 10:
Great Teachers Commit to Continuous Improvement Chapter 11: Great Teachers Benefit From Great
Leaders Epilogue References and Resources Index
  why i want to become a teacher: Teaching to Learn, Learning to Teach Alan J. Singer,
WITH Maureen Murphy, S. Maxwell Hines, Maureen O. Murphy, 2003-04-01 General methods
handbook designed to bridge the gap between practical, theoretical, and critical considerations in
secondary school teaching.Stresses social, cultural, and developmental influences on student
behavior and the diverse roles of teachers.
  why i want to become a teacher: New England Journal of Education Thomas Williams
Bicknell, Albert Edward Winship, Anson Wood Belding, 1877
  why i want to become a teacher: The Journal of Education Thomas Williams Bicknell,
Albert Edward Winship, Anson Wood Belding, 1929



  why i want to become a teacher: The Trainee Secondary Teacher's Handbook Gererd Dixie,
2009-04-10 This comprehensive handbook has been written for all those interested in becoming a
secondary school teacher. The author offers initial guidance on the 'pros and cons' of choosing
teaching as a career before going on to provide advice on how to make a successful application for a
place on a training course. The handbook moves on to cover everything you will need to know in
order to enjoy a successful training year and ultimately to start that all-important first job. Detailed
practical advice is given on - finding out whether teaching really is for you - choosing the right
course - preparing and applying for your training course - getting to grips with educational jargon -
making the most of your training programme - succeeding in your teaching practice schools - looking
ahead to your induction year. This book is a must for anyone interested in becoming a secondary
school teacher.
  why i want to become a teacher: Language Teacher Education in a Multilingual Context
John Trent, Xuesong Gao, Mingyue Gu, 2013-10-07 This book provides a multifaceted, multilayered
examination of the processes and challenges language teachers face in constructing their
professional identities in multilingual contexts such as Hong Kong. It focuses on how professional
and personal identities are enacted as individuals cross geographic, educational, and socio-cultural
boundaries to become English language teachers in Hong Kong. It explores the construction of
language teachers’ professional identities from multiple perspectives in multiple settings, including
pre-service and in-service teachers from Hong Kong, Mainland China, and Western countries.
Understanding the difficulties and challenges these language teachers face in their identity and
professional development is of relevance to teachers and teacher educators, as well as those
interested in becoming language teachers in multilingual contexts.
  why i want to become a teacher: The Western Teacher , 1912
  why i want to become a teacher: Making Sense of Education Gert Biesta, 2012-06-05 This
volume gives educational theorists the chance to let rip and say what they really want to say. In
doing so it sends a blast of fresh air through the dusty halls of academe. The vast majority of the
literature in education theory and philosophy follows the conventions of academic writing, and
rightly so. Yet its formal, abstract and objective style, which focuses on the careful presentation of
theoretical and philosophical arguments, doesn’t always give us insights into what motivates and
drives the authors—while for academic neophytes it can be dense and arcane. Here, those same
theorists and philosophers have been given the chance to expound at length on the topics that most
exercise them. What concerns them, what gets them up in the morning, and what really matters
most to them? Readers will discover what happens when these thinkers are explicitly invited to go
beyond academic conventions and experiment with form, style and content. Featuring collected
essays from leading educationalists from Norway, Sweden, Denmark, the USA, Canada, Israel
Germany, Belgium and the UK, these essays provide vital insights into their work as well as being a
compelling introduction to contemporary attempts to make sense of education through theory and
philosophy. All these authors have made key contributions to the field, and their unique ‘manifestos’
make a fascinating read for any student or practitioner in education.
  why i want to become a teacher: English in Mind Levels 3A and 3B Combo Teacher's
Resource Book Brian Hart, 2011-06-30 This second edition updates a course which has proven to
be a perfect fit for classes the world over. The Teacher's Resource Book contains the content for the
A and B Combos for level 3 in one volume. All unit numbers and page references correspond to the
Combos. It contains extra photocopiable grammar and communication activities and full pages of
teaching tips and ideas specially written by methodology expert, Mario Rinvolucri. A Combo
Testmaker Audio CD and CD-ROM which allows teachers to create and edit their own tests is also
available separately, as is Classware for the full edition which integrates the Student's Book, class
audio and video.
  why i want to become a teacher: Choreographing Creativity Jennifer Lynne Bird, 2010 This
book views teaching as a combination of artistic and technical elements. Dr. Bird presents a fictional
story founded in factual teaching methods to illustrate this concept. The teachers in 'Cohort for



Change' share snapshots of their classroom experiences and advice for educators who wish to
reclaim classroom creativity.
  why i want to become a teacher: The Evolution of Teaching Rich Waters, 2014-10-08 The
Evolution of Teaching invites teachers to rethink what teachers and schools do. The need to rethink
the role of teachers is driven by an abundance of data showing that teachers are increasingly
unhappy with their work. Most critically, they feel a loss of control over their work and their
profession as they witness teacher voices being marginalized by impersonal authorities outside of
schools who dictate more and more of what teachers and schools must do. The antidote to this
condition is the evolution of teaching. Teachers need to take charge and lead change. They need to
redefine teaching and schooling in such a way that it authentically supports student learning and
teacher learning. They must redefine it in a way that supports every teacher’s desire to have a
personal impact on students while having control over their own work, stakeholder standing as
respected professionals, and a full career of professional growth. As A Guidebook to the
Advancement of Teaching, Teacher Education, and Happier Careers, this text will assist teachers in
reconceiving the profession of teaching in ways that will make it more personally satisfying while
acknowledging that the work of teachers in the twenty-first century must necessarily be different
from what we have now, legacy practices of standardization left over from the industrial age.
  why i want to become a teacher: Great Teachers Great Britain. Parliament. House of
Commons. Education Committee, 2012 Additional written evidence is contained in Volume 3,
available on the Committee website at www. parliament.uk/education-committee
  why i want to become a teacher: Why We Teach Now Sonia Nieto, 2014-12-01 Why We
Teach Now dares to challenge current motions of what it means to be a highly qualified teacher a la
No Child Left Behind, and demonstrates the depth of commitment and care teachers bring to their
work with students, families, and communities. This sequal to Nieto's popular book, Why We Teach,
features powerful stories of classroom teachers from across the country as they give witness to their
hopes and struggles to teach our nation's children. Why We Teach Now offers us the voices of
teachers like 42-year veteran Mary Ginley, who wonders, Why would anyone with any brains and
imagination ever want to be a teacher? Who then answers her own question affirmatively, It's
because somehow, even today, even with all the insanity, all the rules all the poorly designed
textbooks, all the directives to teach to the test, there are kids out there who need good teachers. At
a time when politicians, policymakers, and philanthropists are quick to denigrate teachers' work and
arrogantly speak for the profession, Why We Teach Now offers teachers the room and respect to
speak for themselves. Once again Nieto gives teachers and those who care about education, the
inspiration and energy to embrace their role as advocates; a role that is vital not only for the
well-being of students but also for the future of the profession and our nation.
  why i want to become a teacher: Passion Mukesh Narayana, 2021-10-27 PASSION a
compilation of feelings and emotions connected with various souls. The anthology is composed with
different kinds of write-ups which writers have filled with their various dreams, passion, thoughts
and emotions. The writers have inked the depth of their heart, mind and soul through this project.
It's a collection of 50+ authors they are trying to express how they passion and dreams. You may
even find different kinds of passion and dreams in this collection. Give it a read to find out!
  why i want to become a teacher: Teaching the Next Generation of Teachers Rich Waters,
2016-09-23 Teaching the Next Generation of Teachers looks to serve the many teachers who teach
or sponsor classes, clubs, or conferences for secondary school students who aspire to become
teachers. Based on the author’s research with students in the Tomorrow’s Teachers program, the
book’s development is rich with the voices of students and their reflections on how teachers
sometimes inspired them to teach and sometimes impelled them to think of new ways to teach. Their
personal stories as learners will validate all students’ experiences as it both invites and inspires
aspiring teachers in secondary schools to fulfill their dreams by becoming teachers. Guided by the
learning community concept, it presents research and practical activities that will assist teachers
and their students in re-imagining and re-inventing what teachers and schools do. It does this as it



presents important research on how professional learning communities have the most positive
effects on student learning while also empowering teachers to greater job satisfaction. Most
importantly, this book will serves as a practical, how-to guide so secondary school students can
begin to experience working in a professional learning community as they strive to improve the
schools they are in right now. In doing this, the book adheres to the idea that ‘student leadership
now is the best preparation for teacher leadership later.’ It will help aspiring teachers move away
from the many stale traditions in schooling as they re-conceive of the profession in ways that will
make it more personally satisfying while acknowledging that the work of teachers in the 21st
century must necessarily be different from what we have now, legacy practices of standardization
left over from the industrial age.
  why i want to become a teacher: Surviving Emotional Work for Teachers Jean Hopman,
2020-10-29 Surviving Emotional Work for Teachers is a guide to improving teachers’ wellbeing and
practice through support of their emotional workload. The book argues that teachers should be
given a formal opportunity to debrief on challenging events, allowing them to reflect on and reframe
these experiences in a way that informs future practice to prevent the emotional fatigue that can
lead teachers to leave the field altogether. Each chapter opens with a teacher’s story,
acknowledging the emotional layers present in the scenario and what learnings can be drawn from
it. Each of these stories features tension between what is expected of teachers, and how they are
limited to act, which is further fuelled by underlying assumptions. This is valuable reading for
teachers at all stages of their career, whether preparing for the complex work ahead or making
sense of past and current experiences. This book offers a reflexive process that teachers and schools
can implement to facilitate the useful exploration of their emotion. Such a process is vital for the
overall wellbeing of any school.
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