
who provides construction and security
requirements for scifs

who provides construction and security requirements for scifs is a critical
question for organizations involved in handling sensitive compartmented
information. SCIFs, or Sensitive Compartmented Information Facilities,
require strict adherence to construction and security protocols to protect
classified information from unauthorized access or compromise. Various
government agencies and standards bodies establish these requirements,
ensuring that SCIFs meet rigorous physical, technical, and procedural
security standards. Understanding which entities provide these guidelines and
how they influence the design and implementation of SCIFs is essential for
contractors, facility managers, and security professionals. This article
explores the primary providers of construction and security requirements for
SCIFs, the regulatory frameworks involved, and the practical considerations
for compliance and certification. The detailed overview will assist
stakeholders in navigating the complexities of SCIF construction and security
mandates effectively.
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Primary Authorities Providing SCIF Construction
and Security Requirements
Several authoritative bodies are responsible for issuing the construction and
security requirements for Sensitive Compartmented Information Facilities
(SCIFs). These entities develop and maintain standards to ensure SCIFs
provide an environment that prevents unauthorized access to classified
information. The main providers include:

Director of National Intelligence (DNI)
The Office of the Director of National Intelligence (ODNI) plays a central



role in managing and overseeing intelligence community policies, including
those related to SCIFs. The DNI issues directives and guidelines that set the
minimum security standards for SCIF construction and operation.

National Security Agency (NSA)
The NSA is a primary authority responsible for the technical standards and
physical security requirements of SCIFs. It publishes detailed
specifications, including construction guidelines, physical access controls,
and electronic security measures that must be adhered to when building and
maintaining SCIFs.

Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA)
The DIA contributes to the establishment of security standards for SCIFs,
particularly for military and defense-related facilities. It collaborates
with the NSA and other agencies to ensure uniformity in security practices
across defense installations.

Other Intelligence Community Elements
Additional agencies within the intelligence community, such as the Central
Intelligence Agency (CIA) and the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), may
also provide input or specific requirements depending on the nature of the
information handled within a SCIF. These contributions help tailor security
protocols to meet diverse operational needs.

Key Regulatory Frameworks Governing SCIFs
SCIF construction and security requirements are governed by several
regulatory frameworks that define standards for safeguarding sensitive
information. These frameworks ensure that SCIFs comply with federal laws,
executive orders, and intelligence community policies.

Intelligence Community Directive 705 (ICD 705)
ICD 705 is the foundational directive that outlines the physical and
technical security standards for SCIFs. It provides comprehensive guidance on
facility construction, access controls, intrusion detection, and information
systems security. Adherence to ICD 705 is mandatory for all SCIFs within the
intelligence community.



Director of Central Intelligence Directive (DCID
6/9)
Though largely superseded by ICD 705, DCID 6/9 historically provided detailed
construction and security requirements for SCIFs. Some legacy facilities may
still reference this directive for certain standards, and its principles
continue to influence current policies.

National Industrial Security Program Operating
Manual (NISPOM)
NISPOM establishes security requirements for contractors handling classified
information, including SCIF construction criteria. It integrates intelligence
community standards into federal contractor operations, ensuring consistent
application of security controls.

Executive Orders and Federal Regulations
Various executive orders and federal regulations support SCIF security
requirements by mandating protection of national security information. These
include directives that facilitate interagency cooperation and enforce
compliance with established security standards.

Essential Construction Standards for SCIFs
The construction of SCIFs must meet stringent physical security standards
designed to prevent physical and electronic intrusion. These standards cover
materials, structural integrity, and installation specifications.

Physical Barriers and Materials
SCIF walls, ceilings, and floors are constructed using materials that resist
forced entry and prevent eavesdropping. Specialized soundproofing,
electromagnetic shielding, and reinforced barriers are typically employed to
mitigate surveillance risks.

Access Control Systems
Entry points to SCIFs are secured with advanced locking mechanisms, including
biometric readers, security badges, and mantraps. These systems ensure that
only authorized personnel gain access and that every entry is logged and
monitored.



Construction Best Practices
During SCIF construction, strict protocols are followed to control access to
the site, monitor personnel, and safeguard construction plans. Contractors
must comply with security clearance requirements and follow procedures that
prevent information leaks.

Use of TEMPEST shielding to prevent electromagnetic emanations

Installation of intrusion detection sensors within walls and ceilings

Implementation of redundant physical security layers

Compliance with fire safety standards tailored for secure environments

Security Measures and Protocols for SCIFs
Beyond construction, SCIFs require comprehensive security protocols to
maintain the integrity of classified information. These measures encompass
physical security, personnel security, and technical safeguards.

Physical Security Controls
Physical security includes surveillance systems, guard patrols, controlled
access points, and emergency procedures. These controls work synergistically
to deter, detect, and respond to any potential security breaches.

Information Security Procedures
SCIFs enforce strict handling and storage procedures for classified
materials. This includes secure document storage, limited use of electronic
devices, and continuous monitoring of communication channels to prevent data
exfiltration.

Personnel Security and Training
Only personnel with appropriate security clearances and training are
permitted within SCIFs. Regular security awareness training and background
checks are integral components of personnel management to uphold SCIF
security standards.



Certification and Accreditation Process for
SCIFs
The certification and accreditation of SCIFs is a formal process conducted by
authorized agencies to verify compliance with construction and security
requirements. This process ensures that the facility meets all necessary
standards before becoming operational.

Inspection and Evaluation
Qualified security inspectors conduct thorough evaluations of the SCIF’s
physical attributes, security systems, and operational procedures. These
inspections assess conformity with ICD 705 and other applicable directives.

Documentation and Reporting
Comprehensive documentation must be prepared, including construction
blueprints, security policies, and maintenance records. These documents
support the accreditation process and serve as references for ongoing
security management.

Continuous Monitoring and Recertification
After initial accreditation, SCIFs undergo periodic reviews and monitoring to
ensure continued compliance. Any changes to the facility or its operations
require re-evaluation to maintain certification status.

Initial construction compliance verification1.

Security system functionality testing2.

Personnel clearance validation3.

Final accreditation approval4.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who sets the construction requirements for Sensitive
Compartmented Information Facilities (SCIFs)?
The Defense Counterintelligence and Security Agency (DCSA), under the



National Industrial Security Program Operating Manual (NISPOM) and
Intelligence Community Directive (ICD) 705, provides the construction
requirements for SCIFs.

Which agency is responsible for security
requirements in SCIF construction?
The Director of National Intelligence (DNI) establishes security requirements
for SCIF construction, primarily through ICD 705 and related guidelines
enforced by the DCSA.

What guidelines dictate the physical security
standards for SCIF construction?
Physical security standards for SCIF construction are dictated by ICD 705,
the Intelligence Community Standard for Physical Security, and the NISPOM,
which provide detailed construction and security requirements.

Are there specific construction standards that
contractors must follow for SCIFs?
Yes, contractors must follow standards outlined in ICD 705 and the NISPOM,
which include specifications for walls, doors, alarms, sound attenuation, and
access controls to meet SCIF security requirements.

Who approves the final construction and security
setup of a SCIF?
The cognizant security authority, typically the DCSA or the agency overseeing
the SCIF, approves the final construction and security setup to ensure
compliance with all SCIF requirements.

Is there a standard checklist or document that
outlines SCIF construction and security
requirements?
Yes, the Intelligence Community Standard 705 (ICD 705) provides a
comprehensive checklist and documentation for SCIF construction and security
requirements that must be adhered to.

Can private construction firms build SCIFs without
government oversight?
No, private firms must work under government oversight and follow strict
guidelines provided by DCSA and ICD 705 to ensure SCIFs meet all security and
construction standards.



Additional Resources
1. Designing and Constructing SCIFs: A Comprehensive Guide
This book provides detailed guidance on the architectural and engineering
requirements necessary for building Sensitive Compartmented Information
Facilities (SCIFs). It covers security protocols, construction standards, and
compliance with government regulations. Ideal for contractors, security
professionals, and facility managers, it ensures that SCIFs meet stringent
security and operational criteria.

2. SCIF Security Standards and Compliance Manual
Focused on the regulatory and security aspects of SCIF construction, this
manual outlines the requirements set forth by the Intelligence Community and
the Department of Defense. It explains the security measures needed to
protect classified information, including physical barriers, access controls,
and communication safeguards. The book is a valuable resource for security
officers and compliance auditors.

3. Physical Security Engineering for SCIFs
This technical guide delves into the engineering principles behind SCIF
construction, emphasizing physical security systems and structural integrity.
Topics include intrusion detection, sound attenuation, and electromagnetic
shielding. Engineers and security consultants will find practical advice on
integrating security features into building design.

4. Government Specifications for SCIF Construction
Detailing the official government specifications and standards, this book
presents the criteria that construction companies must follow when building
SCIFs. It covers materials, design considerations, and inspection processes
aligned with Intelligence Community Directive (ICD) 705. This resource is
essential for contractors and project managers working on government
contracts.

5. SCIF Architecture and Interior Design Principles
This title explores the unique architectural and interior design challenges
in SCIF construction, balancing security needs with functionality and
comfort. It addresses space planning, sound masking, and secure communication
infrastructure. Architects and designers will gain insights into creating
secure yet efficient environments.

6. Implementing TEMPEST Controls in SCIFs
Focused on TEMPEST standards, this book explains how to prevent electronic
eavesdropping and signal interception within SCIFs. It covers shielding
techniques, equipment placement, and testing procedures. Security engineers
and facility planners will learn how to incorporate electromagnetic security
into SCIF design.

7. SCIF Construction Project Management Handbook
This handbook offers practical advice for managing SCIF construction
projects, from initial planning to final inspection. It highlights
coordination between security officials, architects, and contractors to



ensure compliance with security requirements. Project managers will find
tools and checklists to streamline the construction process.

8. Security Requirements for Sensitive Facilities: SCIF Edition
Providing an overview of security requirements for sensitive government
facilities, this book focuses on SCIF-specific mandates. It discusses
classification levels, access control policies, and physical security
measures required by federal agencies. Security professionals will benefit
from case studies and best practices.

9. Integrating Technology and Security in SCIF Construction
This book discusses the integration of advanced security technologies within
SCIFs, including surveillance systems, biometric access controls, and secure
communications. It guides readers through selecting and installing technology
that complies with security standards while supporting operational needs.
Ideal for technology consultants and security system integrators.
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