
who gets what when and how politics
who gets what when and how politics is a foundational concept in the study of
political science, describing the mechanisms through which societies allocate
resources, power, and privileges. This phrase encapsulates the dynamics of
distribution and decision-making within political systems, highlighting who
benefits, under what conditions, and by what processes. Understanding these
dynamics is crucial for analyzing policy outcomes, governance structures, and
the influence of different actors in shaping political agendas. This article
delves into the core principles of who gets what when and how politics,
explores its theoretical underpinnings, examines practical applications in
governance, and discusses its relevance in contemporary political debates.
The insights provided aim to clarify how political resources are allocated
and the factors influencing these decisions. The following sections will
guide readers through the conceptual framework, key theories, institutional
roles, and real-world examples of political distribution.
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The Conceptual Framework of Who Gets What When
and How Politics
The phrase "who gets what when and how" succinctly captures the essence of
political allocation and decision-making processes. It emphasizes three
critical dimensions: the recipients of political resources ("who"), the
timing of distribution ("when"), and the mechanisms or procedures employed
("how"). This framework helps to analyze the distribution of tangible
resources like funding and services, as well as intangible assets such as
power, rights, and influence.

Political allocation involves negotiating competing interests, balancing
demands, and managing conflicts within societies. The distribution is rarely
neutral or random; it reflects power dynamics, institutional rules, and
social structures. Understanding this framework allows political scientists
and policymakers to dissect complex interactions shaping public policy and
governance outcomes.



Defining Key Terms
Clarifying the terminology within this framework is essential for a
comprehensive understanding:

Who: Identifies the actors or groups that receive benefits or bear
burdens in political decisions.

Gets: Refers to the allocation or withholding of resources, rights, or
privileges.

What: Specifies the type of resource or benefit being distributed.

When: Denotes the timing and conditions under which distribution occurs.

How: Describes the processes, rules, or institutions governing
allocation.

Theories Explaining Political Distribution
Several political theories offer explanations for how resources and power are
distributed in society. These theories form the analytical backbone for
understanding who gets what when and how politics functions in different
contexts.

Pluralism
Pluralism posits that political power is distributed among multiple competing
interest groups, ensuring no single group dominates. According to this
theory, who gets what is determined through bargaining, negotiation, and
compromise among diverse actors. Timing and methods of allocation depend on
the relative strength and organization of these groups.

Elite Theory
Elite theory argues that a small, cohesive elite controls most political
resources, making decisions that benefit their interests. In this view, who
benefits is largely predetermined by the elite's priorities, and distribution
often favors maintaining their power. The timing and procedures tend to
reinforce existing hierarchies.

Marxist Perspectives
From a Marxist standpoint, political distribution reflects underlying
economic class struggles. Who gets what is shaped by the dominance of
capitalist classes over working classes, with allocation mechanisms serving
to perpetuate economic inequalities. Timing and processes of distribution are



influenced by class conflict and revolutionary potential.

Institutionalism
Institutionalism focuses on formal structures and rules that govern political
behavior. The theory emphasizes the role of institutions in shaping how,
when, and who receives resources. Institutional rules can constrain or
facilitate distribution, highlighting the procedural dimension of political
allocation.

Institutions and Their Role in Political
Allocation
Political institutions play a crucial role in determining the distribution of
resources, power, and privileges. These institutions include legislatures,
executives, courts, and bureaucracies, each contributing uniquely to the who
gets what when and how dynamic.

Legislative Bodies
Legislatures often determine who receives public goods, services, and policy
benefits through lawmaking. They establish the rules governing allocation and
decide on budget priorities. The timing of distribution frequently aligns
with legislative sessions and political cycles.

Executive Agencies
Executives and administrative agencies implement policies and manage resource
distribution. Their discretion and administrative capacity influence how and
when political benefits reach various groups. Processes such as rulemaking
and enforcement are central to the "how" of political allocation.

Judicial Institutions
Courts interpret laws and can influence political distribution by upholding
or striking down policies. Judicial decisions may affect who gets what,
particularly in cases involving civil rights, social welfare, and regulatory
frameworks. Timing depends on litigation and judicial review processes.

Bureaucracies
Bureaucracies operationalize policies and often administer programs that
deliver benefits. They serve as gatekeepers, affecting accessibility and
fairness in distribution. The bureaucratic procedures exemplify the "how"
aspect of allocation and can introduce complexities in timing.



Factors Influencing Distribution of Political
Resources
Multiple factors impact who receives political resources, when they receive
them, and through which mechanisms. These factors include social, economic,
cultural, and political variables that interact to shape outcomes.

Power and Influence
Actors with greater political power and influence tend to secure more
favorable distributions. Power can stem from economic resources, social
status, organizational strength, or institutional positions. Influence
determines both the timing and methods of allocation.

Public Opinion and Electoral Incentives
Elected officials often respond to public opinion and electoral pressures
when allocating resources. This responsiveness affects who benefits and when,
as politicians may prioritize constituencies that maximize electoral gains.

Economic Conditions
The state of the economy influences available resources and the feasibility
of distribution. Economic downturns may restrict allocations, while
prosperity can expand benefits. Economic variables also shape political
priorities and timing.

Legal and Cultural Contexts
Legal frameworks and cultural norms establish boundaries and expectations for
distribution. These contexts influence what is considered legitimate
allocation, who is entitled to benefits, and how distribution processes are
conducted.

Interest Group Activity
Interest groups advocate for specific allocations and can mobilize resources
to influence political decisions. Their activity affects the "who" and "how"
by lobbying, campaigning, and forming coalitions.

Contemporary Applications and Case Studies
The principles of who gets what when and how politics are evident in various
contemporary political issues and case studies. Examining these examples
highlights the practical implications of political allocation theories and
institutional roles.



Welfare Policy Distribution
Welfare policies illustrate how governments allocate social benefits to
specific populations. Decisions about eligibility, benefit levels, and timing
reflect political negotiations among interest groups, public opinion, and
institutional procedures.

Infrastructure Funding
Infrastructure investments demonstrate the interplay of political power,
economic priorities, and institutional processes. Distribution often depends
on lobbying efforts, electoral considerations, and bureaucratic capacity,
illustrating the complex "who," "when," and "how."

Environmental Regulation
Environmental policies reveal conflicts over resource allocation between
economic interests and public goods. Timing and procedural aspects, such as
public consultations and judicial reviews, shape the outcomes of
environmental political distribution.

Healthcare Access
Access to healthcare resources is a critical area where political allocation
decisions have profound impacts. Policy debates focus on who qualifies for
care, the extent of services provided, and the administrative mechanisms that
govern delivery.

Analysis of distribution patterns in different healthcare systems

The role of political actors and institutions in shaping healthcare
allocation

Impact of socioeconomic factors on access and timing

Frequently Asked Questions

What does 'who gets what, when, and how' mean in
politics?
It refers to the process of allocating resources and making decisions about
distribution of power, benefits, and responsibilities within a society.



Why is understanding 'who gets what, when, and how'
important in political science?
Because it helps explain how political power is distributed, how policies
affect different groups, and how conflicts over resources are managed.

How does 'who gets what, when, and how' relate to
policymaking?
It highlights the negotiation and decision-making process that determines
which groups receive benefits or bear costs from policies.

Can 'who gets what, when, and how' change over time
in a political system?
Yes, shifts in power dynamics, public opinion, and institutional changes can
alter how resources and privileges are allocated.

What role do elections play in 'who gets what, when,
and how'?
Elections influence who holds power and therefore who decides the
distribution of resources and policy priorities.

How do interest groups impact 'who gets what, when,
and how'?
Interest groups lobby and advocate for their members' benefits, affecting
resource allocation and political decisions.

Is 'who gets what, when, and how' relevant only to
government politics?
No, it also applies to organizational, social, and economic contexts where
power and resources are distributed.

How does corruption affect 'who gets what, when, and
how' in politics?
Corruption can distort fair distribution, privileging certain groups unfairly
and undermining trust in political systems.

What theories in political science explain 'who gets



what, when, and how'?
Theories like pluralism, elite theory, and Marxism offer different
perspectives on how power and resources are distributed in society.

Additional Resources
1. Who Gets What: The Politics of Distribution
This book explores the mechanisms behind the distribution of resources in
society, examining how political decisions influence who benefits and who
loses. It delves into theories of justice, power dynamics, and economic
policies that shape allocation. Through case studies, it highlights conflicts
and compromises in public policy.

2. The Art of Political Bargaining: Who Gets What, When, and How
Focusing on the negotiation processes in politics, this book reveals how
leaders and interest groups maneuver to secure resources and power. It
analyzes strategic interactions, coalition-building, and timing as critical
factors in political bargaining. Readers gain insight into the behind-the-
scenes deals that determine policy outcomes.

3. Politics and Allocation: The Struggle Over Resources
This title investigates the political struggles inherent in allocating scarce
resources, such as funding, land, and social services. It discusses various
political ideologies and their approaches to distribution. The book
emphasizes the role of institutional frameworks and voter preferences in
shaping who receives what.

4. The Power of Timing: When Politics Decide Distribution
Timing is everything in politics, and this book explains how the timing of
decisions impacts resource allocation. It examines electoral cycles, crises,
and public opinion shifts that influence political outcomes. Through
historical examples, it shows how timing can alter who benefits from
policies.

5. Equity and Politics: How Societies Decide Who Gets What
Addressing questions of fairness and justice, this book explores the
political debates surrounding equitable distribution. It covers theories of
distributive justice, affirmative action, and welfare policies. The author
discusses how political actors frame equity to advance their agendas.

6. Negotiating Power: The Politics of Who Gets What
This book delves into the dynamics of power in political negotiations,
focusing on how influence shapes resource allocation. It looks at lobbying,
political campaigns, and grassroots movements as tools for securing
advantages. The text provides practical examples of successful and failed
negotiations.

7. The Politics of Redistribution: Who Benefits and Why
Examining redistribution policies, this book analyzes the political



motivations behind tax reforms, social welfare, and public spending. It
investigates how different groups mobilize to protect or challenge
redistributive measures. The book also discusses the impact of redistribution
on social inequality and political stability.

8. Who Gets What in Democracy? The Role of Voting and Representation
This title explores how democratic processes influence distribution outcomes.
It studies voting behavior, representation, and policy responsiveness to
constituent needs. The book argues that democratic institutions play a
crucial role in determining who benefits from government actions.

9. Conflict and Compromise: Political Struggles Over Resource Allocation
Focusing on the conflicts that arise over limited resources, this book
highlights the necessity of compromise in politics. It examines case studies
of legislative battles, interest group competition, and public debates. The
author illustrates how negotiation and power-sharing shape final distribution
decisions.

Who Gets What When And How Politics

Find other PDF articles:
https://www-01.massdevelopment.com/archive-library-210/Book?docid=KgT68-3494&title=cycling-cl
othing-temperature-guide.pdf

  who gets what when and how politics: Public Management Reform Christopher Pollitt,
Geert Bouckaert, 2004 This is a comprehensive, integrated analysis of the wave of management
reforms which have swept through many countries including Australia, Belgium, Canada, Finland,
France, Germany, Italy, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Sweden, the UK, the USA, and the European
Commission.
  who gets what when and how politics: Guide to U.S. Economic Policy Robert E. Wright,
Thomas W. Zeiler, 2014-06-30 Guide to U.S. Economic Policy shows students and researchers how
issues and actions are translated into public policies for resolving economic problems (like the Great
Recession) or managing economic conflict (like the left-right ideological split over the role of
government regulation in markets). Taking an interdisciplinary approach, the guide highlights
decision-making cycles requiring the cooperation of government, business, and an informed citizenry
to achieve a comprehensive approach to a successful, growth-oriented economic policy. Through 30
topical, operational, and relational essays, the book addresses the development of U.S. economic
policies from the colonial period to today; the federal agencies and public and private organizations
that influence and administer economic policies; the challenges of balancing economic development
with environmental and social goals; and the role of the U.S. in international organizations such as
the IMF and WTO. Key Features: 30 essays by experts in the field investigate the fundamental
economic, political, social, and process initiatives that drive policy decisions affecting the nation’s
economic stability and success. Essential themes traced throughout the chapters include scarcity,
wealth creation, theories of economic growth and macroeconomic management, controlling inflation
and unemployment, poverty, the role of government agencies and regulations to police markets,
Congress vs. the president, investment policies, economic indicators, the balance of trade, and the
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immediate and long-term costs associated with economic policy alternatives. A glossary of key
economic terms and events, a summary of bureaus and agencies charged with economic policy
decisions, a master bibliography, and a thorough index appear at the back of the book. This
must-have reference for students and researchers is suitable for academic, public, high school,
government, and professional libraries.
  who gets what when and how politics: Understanding A/S Level Government Politics
Christopher Wilson, 2003-12-05 This book covers the A/S level government and politics syllabuses
offered by the main examination boards in the UK. Written in clear, accessible, easy to
understanding language, with checklists, bullet points, chapter summaries, boxes and charts,
revision notes and sample examination questions, as well as further sources of information, in both
written form and on the web, it covers everything from the electoral system and parties to the EU
and constitutional reform.
  who gets what when and how politics: The Information Revolution and Developing Countries
Ernest J. Wilson (III.), 2004 An analysis of the problems and possibilities of the information
revolution in developing countries, taking into account political, institutional, and cultural dynamics
and structures.
  who gets what when and how politics: Politics For Dummies Ann M. DeLaney, 2011-03-16
Whether you understand politics or not, it still affects your life in very real ways. But American
politics can be confusing. What’s a caucus? How do primaries work? How can you sift through all the
babble to get to the truth? Politics For Dummies offers all these answers and more. And it’s not just
for political novices; even those with a firm understanding of politics can use this book to fill out
their knowledge of the little complexities – from how the Electoral College works to campaign
contribution limits. If you have little or no knowledge of politics, don’t worry. Most people need
answers just like you do, that’s why this book helps you: Pick the candidate who best represents
your views Donate time or money to a campaign Let your representatives know how you feel Run for
office yourself This simple, friendly guide offers the kind of straight talk on politics you won’t get
from a politician. It covers the nuts and bolts of the political process so you’ll have a working
knowledge of the system. It shows you how to get involved at the grass-roots level and explains the
rationale behind the two-party system. It helps you parse the propaganda to get at the truth and
offers a complete explanation of presidential politics. Politics For Dummies covers these topics and
many more: How public opinion polls work How money influences policy Why your opinion really
does count How to donate to political campaigns and causes Contacting your representatives Politics
on the Internet Choosing parties and candidates Lobbyists and special interest groups How
candidates sell themselves How negative campaigning works What happened in the 2000
presidential election You’ll also find fun and helpful extras like famous political quotes, the ten
things you should teach your children about politics, and voting requirements for every state.
Democracy won’t work for if you don’t participate in it. So pick up Politics For Dummies, get
informed, and get involved. Your country will thank you!
  who gets what when and how politics: Politics; who Gets What, When, how Harold Dwight
Lasswell, 1936
  who gets what when and how politics: Politics and the Twitter Revolution John H.
Parmelee, Shannon L. Bichard, 2011-12-16 Politics and the Twitter Revolution: How Tweets
Influence the Relationship between Political Leaders and the Public by John H. Parmelee and
Shannon L. Bichard is the first comprehensive examination of how Twitter is used politically.
Surveys and in-depth interviews with political Twitter users answer several important questions,
including: Who follows the political leaders on Twitter, and why? How persuasive are political
tweets? Is political Twitter use good for democracy? These and other questions are answered from
theoretical perspectives, such as uses and gratifications, word-of-mouth communication, selective
exposure, innovation characteristics, and the continuity-discontinuity framework. In addition,
content analysis and frame analysis illustrate how political leaders' tweets frame their policies and
personalities. The findings in Politics and the Twitter Revolution show Twitter to be surprisingly



influential on political discourse. Twitter has caused major changes in how people engage politically.
Followers regularly take actions that are requested in leaders' tweets, and, in many cases, leaders'
tweets shape followers' political views more than friends and family. Other findings raise concerns.
For some, Twitter use contributes to political polarization, and there is frequently a disconnect
between what followers expect from leaders on Twitter and what those leaders are giving them.
  who gets what when and how politics: Politics and Drama Onder Cakirtas, 2019-01-03 By
comparing the literary works of two of the greatest playwrights of our time, Önder Cakirtas reveals
the similarities and contrasts between their political views and the political backdrop of their
respective nations. In Britain, George Bernard Shaw, the leading British dramatist for the first half
of the twentieth century, wrote his plays to explicitly reflect his socialist political and economic
views, and highlight the need for equal rights for women. In Turkey, decades later, Orhan Asena
confronted similar issues with plays that challenged the dominant political powers of his time - a
stance which ultimately led to his political exile from Turkey.
  who gets what when and how politics: On Politics: A History of Political Thought: From
Herodotus to the Present Alan Ryan, 2012-10-22 Looks at the history of politics from Hobbes to
the twenty-first century.
  who gets what when and how politics: Politics - According to the Bible Wayne A. Grudem,
2010-09-28 Should Christians be involved in political issues? This comprehensive and readable book
presents a political philosophy from the perspective that the Gospel pertains to all of life, including
politics. Politics—According to the Bible is an in-depth analysis of conservative and liberal plans to
do good for the nation, evaluated in light of the Bible and common sense. Evangelical Bible
professor, and author of the bestselling book Systematic Theology, Wayne Grudem unpacks and
rejects five common views about Christian influence on politics: compel religion, exclude religion, all
government is demonic, do evangelism, not politics, and do politics, not evangelism. Instead, he
defends a position of significant Christian influence on government and explains the Bible's
teachings about the purpose of civil government and the characteristics of good or bad governments.
Grudem provides a thoughtful analysis of over fifty specific and current political issues dealing with:
The protection of life. Marriage, the family, and children. Economic issues and taxation. The
environment. National defense Relationships to other nations. Freedom of speech and religion.
Quotas. And special interests. Throughout this book, he makes frequent application to the current
policies of the Democratic and Republican parties in the United States, but the principles discussed
here are relevant for any nation.
  who gets what when and how politics: How to Use Politicians to Get What You Want
Scott Colvin, 2011-04-20 Ever since the 2009 expenses scandal erupted, public opinion towards
politicians has hit rock bottom. Even with a new intake into Parliament, people are still asking what
is the point of having an MP? However, people do not realise that politicians can be used to help
them get what they want in a range of situations in everyday life. Scott Colvin has spent the past ten
years working in national and local politics. During that time he has worked out how to use
politicians to win a range of personal battles, both as a consumer and in his community. All the
battles he has won - including getting the chief executive of a FTSE-25 company to personally
intervene to send an engineer to his home, saving the last post office in his town, campaigning for
his child's nursery to remain open and getting a wheel clamper to remove a clamp free of charge - he
has done by using MPs and councillors either passively or actively to support his campaigns. He
believes that everyone could do the same if only they knew how. This book is an informal 'how to'
guide for consumers, pressure groups, residents groups, etc to demonstrate how and when to use
your national and local politicians to assert your rights as both a consumer and a citizen. Politicians
are often seen to have played the system for their own financial and personal gain - it is time for the
people they represent to get the same chance.
  who gets what when and how politics: The Politics of Who Gets What Harold D. Lasswell,
1976
  who gets what when and how politics: An Introduction to the Policy Process Thomas A



Birkland, 2014-12-18 Thoroughly revised, reorganized, updated, and expanded, this widely-used text
sets the balance and fills the gap between theory and practice in public policy studies. In a clear,
conversational style, the author conveys the best current thinking on the policy process with an
emphasis on accessibility and synthesis rather than novelty or abstraction. A newly added chapter
surveys the social, economic, and demographic trends that are transforming the policy environment.
  who gets what when and how politics: political science is for everybody amy l. atchison,
2021-02-16 This book is the first intersectionality-mainstreamed textbook written for introductory
political science courses.
  who gets what when and how politics: Core Concepts in Evaluation Lori A. Wingate, Ayesha
S. Boyce, Lyssa Wilson Becho, Kelly N. Robertson, 2024-07-19 This unique book features original
writings from evaluation′s foundational thinkers, together with new commentaries from
contemporary authors. Each section includes an introduction to a core evaluation concept by the
editors, a classic reading, two commentaries on that topic by contemporary authors, and a reflection
guide written by the editors.
  who gets what when and how politics: The Routledge Companion to Social Media and Politics
Axel Bruns, Gunn Enli, Eli Skogerbo, Anders Olof Larsson, Christian Christensen, 2015-12-22 Social
media are now widely used for political protests, campaigns, and communication in developed and
developing nations, but available research has not yet paid sufficient attention to experiences
beyond the US and UK. This collection tackles this imbalance head-on, compiling cutting-edge
research across six continents to provide a comprehensive, global, up-to-date review of recent
political uses of social media. Drawing together empirical analyses of the use of social media by
political movements and in national and regional elections and referenda, The Routledge Companion
to Social Media and Politics presents studies ranging from Anonymous and the Arab Spring to the
Greek Aganaktismenoi, and from South Korean presidential elections to the Scottish independence
referendum. The book is framed by a selection of keystone theoretical contributions, evaluating and
updating existing frameworks for the social media age.
  who gets what when and how politics: The Politics of Disenfranchisement Richard K. Scher,
2015-03-04 We think of our American democracy as being a model for the world--and it has been.
But today it compares unfavorably in some respects, especially when it comes to the universal
franchise. The right to vote is more conditional and less exercised in the United States than in many
other mature democracies. As became clear to all in the presidential election of 2000, when the
stakes are high, efforts to define voter eligibility and manage the voting and vote-counting process to
the advantage of one's own side are part of hard-ball politics. It is that experience that gave rise to
this book. Written by an author with wide expertise on Southern and Florida politics and districting,
the book begins with a deceptively simple question--why is it so hard to vote in America? It proceeds,
in seven chapters, to examine the ways that some people are formally or effectively disenfranchised,
and to review how control of the ballot and the voting process is constrained, manipulated, and
contested
  who gets what when and how politics: Critical Thinking 101 Luis Bernardo Mercado,
2012-04-17 Critical Thinking 101 is meant to assist the American Voter in selecting candidates
based on important key information. In the United States of America we have the opportunity to
select people to represent us in local, state, and national government. The privilege of voting must
be taken seriously since our choices impact nearly every aspect of our life. Therefore, we should to
the best of our ability become informed citizens so that we may vote in our best interest to the fullest
extent possible. This book explores numerous topics which will enhance the readers awareness of
the issues and provides a concise range of ideas that will stimulate critical thinking. Also included
are several chapters which will present useful information of specific health and daily management
issues.
  who gets what when and how politics: Japan's Backroom Politics Watanabe Tsuneo,
2013-09-12 Japan’s Backroom Politics is the translation of a classic study of the rough and tumble of
Japanese politics and conservative party factions in the first two decades of postwar Japan. The



original book, published in 1967, was written by the preeminent political writer at the time,
Watanabe Tsuneo, who later became the controversial owner of the Yomiuri Shimbun. The book was
written when a generational change was occurring in Japanese politics after several of the early
party leaders had passed away, including his political mentor, Ono Bamboku. Comprising ten
chapters, including a comprehensive preface on the author, Japan’s Backroom Politics discusses in
great detail the history of and personalities within the near-dozen factions and sub-factions that
existed at the time. He introduces the resiliency of factions within the ruling Liberal Democratic
Party, noting the role of money, influence, party presidency, and the chance at the premiership,
among other factors, which subsequent commentators and scholars have elaborated on. Moreover,
using extensive data and a penetrating analysis, Watanabe provides a historical as well as an
international comparison of Japanese factions, making predictions about the future of Japanese
politics.
  who gets what when and how politics: Analyzing American Democracy Jon R. Bond, Lydia M.
Andrade, 2023-08-31 Providing the tools for critical thinking, the fifth edition of Analyzing American
Democracy: Politics and Political Science relies on statistical analysis, constitutional scholarship,
and theoretical foundations to introduce the structure, process, and outcomes of the U.S. political
system. Interpretation and implications of the 2022 mid-term elections and full results of the 2020
census are included, as are discussions of:: the January 6th commission, major developments in the
Supreme Court, the Covid-19 pandemic, the Russian invasion of Ukraine, and other key political
events that shape domestic, foreign, judicial, and economic policies. For introductory courses in
American government, this text covers theory and methods as well. New to the Fifth Edition • New
and updated statistical data reflecting the 2020 census and the 2022 midterm elections, and
discussions of the implications of the data and the results. • Offers a retrospective analysis of the
entire Trump presidency and the first years of the Biden presidency. • Examines contemporary
questions of social justice and anticipates upcoming challenges to voting rights, affirmative action
policies, health care and reproductive rights, and protections for ethnic minorities and the LGBT
community. • Previews the policy implications of an increasingly partisan Supreme Court, recaps the
controversial recent decisions on health care, abortion, and environmental policy, and covers the
historic confirmation of new justice Ketanji Brown-Jackson.
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