
who passed the law of april 6 1830

who passed the law of april 6 1830 is a question that delves into an important moment
in the history of Mexican and Texan relations. This law was enacted by the Mexican
government and had significant implications for the settlement and governance of Texas,
which was then part of Mexico. Understanding who passed the law of April 6, 1830,
involves exploring the political context of Mexico at the time, the motivations behind the
legislation, and the impact it had on settlers and indigenous populations. This article will
examine the key figures and government bodies responsible for the law, its provisions, and
the consequences it triggered in the region. Additionally, the broader historical
background will be discussed to provide a comprehensive understanding of this pivotal
legislative act. The article is structured to guide readers through the origin, enactment,
and aftermath of the law of April 6, 1830.
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The Mexican Government and Political Context in
1830
In order to understand who passed the law of April 6, 1830, it is essential to examine the
Mexican government structure and political environment during that period. Mexico had
gained independence from Spain in 1821, and by 1830, it was still consolidating its
governance and territorial control. The country was governed as a federal republic under
the Constitution of 1824, which created a complex political landscape with regional
tensions and competing interests.

The law in question was passed by the Mexican Congress, the legislative body responsible
for creating laws and regulations. The government faced challenges related to population
control, border security, and economic development, especially in its northern territories
like Texas. The Mexican leaders sought to address these issues through legislative
measures to maintain sovereignty and control over the region.

Structure of Mexican Government in 1830
The Mexican government consisted of three branches: executive, legislative, and judicial.
The executive branch was headed by President Anastasio Bustamante, who was in power



at the time the law was passed. The legislative branch, or Congress, was bicameral,
composed of the Senate and the Chamber of Deputies, which debated and approved laws.

The law of April 6, 1830, was enacted by this Congress during a period of heightened
concern over immigration and regional stability, particularly in Texas, which was
attracting large numbers of Anglo-American settlers.

Key Figures Behind the Law of April 6, 1830
The law of April 6, 1830, was a product of legislative action within the Mexican Congress,
influenced heavily by President Anastasio Bustamante’s administration. Understanding
who passed the law involves identifying the main political figures and lawmakers involved
in its drafting and approval.

President Bustamante played a critical role in directing government policy toward
strengthening Mexico’s hold on Texas and other northern territories. The lawmakers in
Congress who supported the bill were motivated by concerns about the increasing influx
of American settlers and the potential threat this posed to Mexican sovereignty.

President Anastasio Bustamante’s Role
Anastasio Bustamante was the President of Mexico at the time the law was enacted. His
administration was marked by efforts to centralize authority and stabilize the country.
Bustamante and his cabinet pushed for legislation aimed at controlling immigration and
reinforcing Mexican laws in Texas.

Though the law was passed by the legislative body, Bustamante’s approval and support
were crucial in its implementation. His government sought to limit the influence of foreign
settlers who were perceived as undermining Mexican culture and political control.

Congressional Support and Opposition
The Mexican Congress was composed of deputies and senators representing various
regions. The law of April 6, 1830, was debated and passed with the support of many
legislators concerned about illegal immigration and the need to regulate settlement
patterns. However, there was also opposition from those who favored more lenient
immigration policies and greater autonomy for the northern territories.

The passage of the law reflected a compromise between these competing interests,
ultimately favoring a stricter stance on immigration and settlement.

Provisions and Purpose of the Law
The law of April 6, 1830, was enacted to address specific challenges faced by Mexico in
governing Texas and its northern borderlands. It contained several provisions aimed at
controlling immigration, reinforcing customs regulations, and protecting indigenous lands.

The primary purpose of the law was to halt the further influx of Anglo-American settlers



into Texas and to strengthen Mexican authority in the region. This was driven by fears
that American settlers were not assimilating and that their growing numbers could lead to
the loss of Mexican control over Texas.

Main Provisions of the Law

Immigration Restrictions: The law prohibited further immigration from the United1.
States into Texas, effectively ending the policy that had previously encouraged
American settlers to colonize the area.

Customs Enforcement: It established stricter customs duties and regulations to2.
ensure that goods entering Texas complied with Mexican laws and tariffs.

Military Presence: The law authorized increased Mexican military presence in3.
Texas to enforce the new regulations and maintain order.

Protection of Indigenous Lands: Provisions were included to prevent the4.
encroachment of settlers on Native American territories to reduce conflict.

Objectives Behind the Legislation
The law aimed to:

Preserve Mexican sovereignty over Texas

Prevent the loss of territory through foreign settlement

Encourage Mexican and European immigration instead of American

Reduce tensions between settlers and indigenous populations

Strengthen economic control via customs enforcement

Impact on Texas Settlers and Immigration
The law of April 6, 1830, had an immediate and profound impact on settlement patterns in
Texas. By halting Anglo-American immigration, it disrupted the flow of settlers who had
been moving into the region under earlier colonization policies. This created tensions
between the Mexican government and the immigrant communities.

The restrictions imposed by the law were met with resistance and contributed to growing
dissatisfaction among settlers, many of whom were accustomed to a degree of autonomy
and were culturally distinct from the Mexican majority. These tensions played a significant
role in the events leading up to the Texas Revolution.



Reactions from Anglo-American Settlers
Many Anglo-American settlers viewed the law as an infringement on their rights and
freedoms. The prohibition of further immigration and the increased enforcement of
customs duties were seen as hostile acts. This fostered resentment toward the Mexican
government and heightened calls for greater independence or annexation by the United
States.

Effects on Mexican and European Settlers
The law also sought to encourage Mexican nationals and European immigrants to settle in
Texas to balance the population and reinforce Mexican cultural and political presence.
However, these efforts were limited in success due to various economic and social factors.

Long-term Consequences and Historical
Significance
The law of April 6, 1830, is historically significant for its role in shaping the trajectory of
Texas and its eventual separation from Mexico. The enforcement of this law exacerbated
tensions between the Mexican government and the Anglo-American settlers, setting the
stage for the Texas Revolution of 1835-1836.

While the law was intended to consolidate Mexican control and prevent foreign
domination, it inadvertently contributed to the alienation of settlers and the weakening of
Mexican authority in the region. Understanding who passed the law of April 6, 1830, and
its ramifications provides important insights into the complex dynamics that influenced
the development of Texas and U.S.-Mexico relations.

Legacy in Mexican and Texan History
The law is remembered as a critical turning point that marked the beginning of increased
conflict and eventual rebellion in Texas. It highlights the challenges faced by the Mexican
government in managing its frontier territories and the difficulties of integrating diverse
populations under a unified national identity.

Influence on U.S.-Mexico Relations
The restrictions imposed by the law and the resulting unrest contributed to the broader
geopolitical tensions between Mexico and the United States. These tensions eventually
culminated in the Texas annexation by the U.S. and later the Mexican-American War,
which reshaped the map of North America.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who passed the Law of April 6, 1830?
The Law of April 6, 1830, was passed by the Mexican government under President
Anastasio Bustamante.

What government enacted the Law of April 6, 1830?
The Mexican government enacted the Law of April 6, 1830.

Which country’s legislature passed the Law of April 6,
1830?
The Mexican legislature passed the Law of April 6, 1830.

Who was the leader of Mexico when the Law of April 6,
1830 was passed?
Anastasio Bustamante was the president of Mexico when the Law of April 6, 1830 was
passed.

What was the main purpose of the Law of April 6, 1830
passed by Mexico?
The law was passed to restrict immigration from the United States into Mexican Texas and
to assert Mexican control over the region.

Did the Law of April 6, 1830 come from the Mexican
Congress or the president?
The Law of April 6, 1830 was passed by the Mexican Congress and signed into law by the
president.

What historical event is associated with the passing of
the Law of April 6, 1830?
The law is associated with increasing tensions between Mexican authorities and Anglo-
American settlers in Texas, contributing to the Texas Revolution.

Why did the Mexican government pass the Law of April
6, 1830?
The Mexican government passed the law to limit U.S. influence and immigration into
Texas and to strengthen Mexican sovereignty over the territory.



Additional Resources
1. The Law of April 6, 1830: Origins and Impact
This book delves into the historical context and the political motivations behind the Law of
April 6, 1830. It explores the key figures who passed the law and the Mexican
government's intentions to control immigration and settlement in Texas. The author
provides a detailed analysis of the law's provisions and its immediate effects on American
settlers.

2. Mexican Authority and the Law of April 6, 1830
Focusing on the Mexican government's role, this book examines the legislative process
that led to the passing of the Law of April 6, 1830. It highlights the efforts of Mexican
officials to assert control over Texas and curb the influence of Anglo-American settlers.
The narrative includes profiles of prominent lawmakers and their political agendas.

3. The Texas Revolution Prelude: The Law of April 6, 1830
This work positions the Law of April 6, 1830, as a critical precursor to the Texas
Revolution. It investigates how the law's restrictions on immigration and trade fueled
tensions between Mexican authorities and Texan colonists. The author connects the law’s
enforcement to the growing unrest that eventually led to rebellion.

4. Stephen F. Austin and the Law of April 6, 1830
Centering on Stephen F. Austin, a key empresario in Texas, this book discusses his
interactions with Mexican lawmakers regarding the law. It explores Austin's diplomatic
efforts to mitigate the law's restrictions and maintain peace between settlers and Mexican
officials. The book also covers Austin’s changing stance as political tensions escalated.

5. Mexican Legislative Actions and Texas Settlement Control
This title provides an in-depth look at the Mexican legislative actions culminating in the
Law of April 6, 1830, aimed at regulating immigration and land grants in Texas. The
author analyzes the political environment in Mexico City and the influence of centralist
policies. The book sheds light on the lawmakers who championed the law and their
rationale.

6. Border Laws and Conflicts: The Story of April 6, 1830
Exploring the border tensions between Mexico and the United States, this book discusses
the Law of April 6, 1830, as a strategic move to assert Mexican sovereignty. It details the
law’s restrictions on American immigration and commercial activities in Texas. The
narrative includes accounts of enforcement challenges and settler resistance.

7. The Law of April 6, 1830: A Turning Point in Texas History
This book argues that the Law of April 6, 1830, was a pivotal moment in Texas history that
reshaped the region’s demographic and political landscape. It examines the lawmakers
behind the law and their objectives to strengthen Mexico’s hold on Texas. The author also
discusses the law’s long-term implications on Texan identity.

8. Mexican Policy and the Anglo Settlers: The 1830 Immigration Law
Focusing on Mexican policy toward Anglo settlers, this book reviews the development and
passage of the 1830 Immigration Law. It highlights the perspectives of Mexican legislators
who sought to curb American influence in Texas. The book also covers the settlers’
reactions and the law’s role in escalating conflicts.



9. Lawmakers and Legislation: The April 6, 1830 Act in Mexican Congress
This scholarly work provides a comprehensive examination of the Mexican Congress’s role
in drafting and passing the April 6, 1830 Act. It offers detailed profiles of key lawmakers
involved and discusses the political debates surrounding the law. The book contextualizes
the legislation within Mexico’s broader efforts to maintain national integrity.
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Mexican-American War. The Encyclopedia of the Mexican-American War: A Political, Social, and
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offers something for everyone. This book will satisfy the curiosity of most students while also
challenging their trivia skills and introducing them to new information. Use this invaluable book to
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cross-cultural contacts between Bexarenos, indigenous groups, and Anglo-Americans, as they



negotiated the contingencies and pressures on the frontier of competing empires.
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