who will answer by ed ames

who will answer by ed ames is a notable song that captures the essence of 1960s pop music with
its memorable melody and heartfelt lyrics. Ed Ames, an American singer and actor, brought this
piece to life with a distinctive vocal style that resonated with audiences of his time. This article
delves into the background of the song "Who Will Answer," its lyrical themes, Ed Ames’ role in
popularizing it, and its impact on music history. The analysis also covers the production aspects,
chart performance, and the song’s relevance today within the genre of classic pop and folk-inspired
ballads. For enthusiasts and researchers interested in vintage music, this comprehensive overview
offers valuable insights into one of Ed Ames’ most significant recordings. The following sections
outline the key areas of exploration regarding "who will answer by ed ames."

e Background and Origins of "Who Will Answer"
e Ed Ames: The Artist Behind the Song

e Lyrics and Thematic Analysis

¢ Production and Musical Composition

e Reception and Chart Performance

e Legacy and Influence in Popular Music

Background and Origins of "Who Will Answer"

The song "Who Will Answer" was originally written by British composer and lyricist Les Reed and
songwriter Jackie Rae. It was first recorded and popularized in the 1960s during a time when
socially conscious and introspective songs were gaining traction. The piece is known for its
contemplative lyrics that pose existential questions, reflecting the anxieties and hopes of the era. Ed
Ames’ version of "Who Will Answer" brought a unique interpretation that helped the song reach a
broader audience, particularly in the United States.

Historical Context of the Song

"Who Will Answer" emerged during a period marked by social upheaval, including the Cold War
tensions and the civil rights movement. Songs that addressed spiritual and societal questions were
particularly resonant. The song’s focus on seeking answers to profound life questions mirrored the
public’s search for meaning amid uncertainty. This contributed to its appeal and enduring
significance.

Original Versions and Covers

Before Ed Ames’ rendition, the song had been recorded by several artists internationally. Each
version brought its own stylistic nuances, but Ames’ powerful vocal delivery and emotive expression
distinguished his cover. The song’s adaptability into various musical arrangements also highlights its



strong foundational composition.

Ed Ames: The Artist Behind the Song

Ed Ames, born Edmund Dantes Urick, was an American singer and actor best known for his deep
baritone voice and his work in both music and television. Ames gained fame as a member of the
Ames Brothers, a popular singing group, before launching a successful solo career. His
interpretation of "Who Will Answer" is often cited as one of his standout solo performances,
showcasing his ability to convey emotion and depth.

Career Highlights Prior to "Who Will Answer"

Before recording "Who Will Answer," Ed Ames had established himself as a versatile performer with
hits such as "My Cup Runneth Over." His career spanned various genres, including pop, folk, and
country, allowing him to reach diverse audiences. Ames was also known for his acting roles in
television series like "Daniel Boone," which contributed to his public recognition.

Vocal Style and Interpretation

Ed Ames’ vocal style is characterized by a rich baritone that adds gravitas to the introspective lyrics
of "Who Will Answer." His phrasing and emotional delivery elevate the song’s contemplative nature,
making the listener engage deeply with the questions posed. This interpretive approach helped the
song stand out among contemporaneous recordings.

Lyrics and Thematic Analysis

The lyrics of "Who Will Answer" pose a series of philosophical and existential questions, reflecting on
themes such as faith, humanity, and the search for meaning. The song’s narrative voice questions
the nature of life’s challenges and who will provide answers to troubling issues. This reflective
quality contributes to the song’s lasting emotional impact.

Key Themes Explored in the Song

 Existential Inquiry: The song repeatedly asks "who will answer" the profound questions of
life and existence.

e Faith and Spirituality: It explores the human desire for guidance and reassurance from a
higher power or understanding.

e Social Consciousness: The lyrics reflect concerns about the world’s problems and the
responsibility of individuals to seek solutions.

Lyric Structure and Poetic Devices

The structure of "Who Will Answer" employs repetition and rhetorical questioning to emphasize the
search for answers. The poetic devices used include metaphor and alliteration, which enhance the



song’s contemplative mood. The lyrics are crafted to engage listeners in a dialogue about their own
beliefs and uncertainties.

Production and Musical Composition

The production of Ed Ames’ "Who Will Answer" reflects the musical trends of the 1960s while
maintaining a timeless quality. The arrangement combines orchestral elements with folk and pop
influences, creating a rich sonic backdrop that supports the vocal performance.

Instrumentation and Arrangement

The song features a blend of strings, piano, and subtle percussion that underscore the emotive
vocals. The orchestral arrangement adds a dramatic flair, while the folk-inspired acoustic guitar
elements provide warmth and intimacy. This combination enhances the song’s reflective tone.

Recording Techniques and Sound Quality

Recorded in the analog era, the production emphasizes clarity and balance, allowing Ed Ames’ voice
to remain front and center. The use of reverb and dynamic range contributes to the atmospheric
quality of the track, making it resonate with listeners across different audio formats.

Reception and Chart Performance

Upon its release, "Who Will Answer" by Ed Ames received positive critical acclaim for its thoughtful
lyrics and Ames’ compelling delivery. The song achieved notable chart success, strengthening Ames
position as a respected solo artist during the late 1960s.
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Commercial Success and Rankings

The single charted on various music listings, including adult contemporary and pop charts. Its
performance demonstrated the public’s appreciation for songs with meaningful content during a
time dominated by more upbeat pop tunes. The song’s commercial success helped sustain Ames’
career momentum.

Critical Reviews and Audience Feedback

Critics praised the song for its depth and Ames’ vocal interpretation. Audiences connected with the
song’s message, often citing it as a source of comfort and reflection. The song was frequently played
on radio stations that favored thoughtful and melodic compositions.

Legacy and Influence in Popular Music

"Who Will Answer" has maintained a place in the repertoire of classic pop and folk-inspired ballads.
Ed Ames’ version is often referenced as a definitive interpretation, influencing subsequent artists
who explore similar themes in their music.



Impact on Later Artists and Covers

The song’s enduring appeal has led to various covers and reinterpretations by different artists over
the years. Its introspective nature continues to inspire musicians who seek to address spiritual and
existential subjects through song.

Continued Relevance and Cultural Significance

Decades after its initial release, "Who Will Answer" remains relevant for its universal themes and
emotional resonance. The song is often included in collections of 1960s music and serves as an
example of how popular music can engage with profound questions about life and faith.

1. Existential themes and lyrical depth

2. Ed Ames’ vocal mastery and emotional expression

3. Timeless musical arrangement blending folk and orchestral elements
4. Positive reception and chart achievements

5. Ongoing influence in the genre of classic pop ballads

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Ed Ames in the song "Who Will Answer'?

Ed Ames is the artist who performed the song ‘'Who Will Answer,"' which was originally written by
Sheila Davis.

What is the theme of the song 'Who Will Answer' by Ed Ames?

The song addresses existential questions about life, war, and the search for meaning in a troubled
world.

When was "Who Will Answer' by Ed Ames released?

Ed Ames released his version of 'Who Will Answer' in 1968.

Is "Who Will Answer' by Ed Ames a cover or an original song?

It is a cover; the song was originally written by Sheila Davis and first performed by other artists
before Ed Ames recorded his version.



How did Ed Ames’ version of 'Who Will Answer' perform on the
charts?

Ed Ames’ rendition of ‘'Who Will Answer' achieved moderate success, reaching notable positions on
adult contemporary and pop charts in the late 1960s.

What message does Ed Ames convey in "Who Will Answer'?

Ed Ames conveys a message of questioning the state of the world, reflecting on social issues, and
seeking answers to profound human concerns.

Are there any notable covers of 'Who Will Answer' besides Ed
Ames?

Yes, the song has been covered by several artists, including Kenny Rogers and The First Edition,
each bringing their own interpretation.

What genre is Ed Ames' "Who Will Answer'?

The song falls into the pop and folk-pop genres, with a contemplative and melodic style.

Where can I listen to Ed Ames' version of 'Who Will Answer'?

Ed Ames' version of 'Who Will Answer' is available on music streaming platforms like Spotify, Apple
Music, and YouTube.

Additional Resources

1. Who Will Answer? by Ed Ames

This novel explores the moral and ethical dilemmas faced by individuals in a rapidly changing
society. Through a compelling narrative, Ames delves into questions about responsibility, faith, and
the search for meaning. The story challenges readers to consider who truly holds the answers in
times of crisis and uncertainty.

2. The Answer Man by Mike Bender

A humorous and heartfelt tale about a man who becomes an overnight sensation by providing
answers to life's toughest questions. The book combines wit with profound insights, making readers
reflect on the nature of knowledge and the human desire for certainty. It complements the themes
found in Ed Ames’ work by examining the quest for truth.

3. Seeking Answers: A Journey Through Faith and Doubt by Lisa Harper

This book offers a personal and spiritual exploration of faith, doubt, and the search for answers in a
complex world. Harper shares her own struggles and triumphs, providing readers with a relatable
and inspiring perspective. It’s a thoughtful companion to the themes of questioning and
understanding found in "Who Will Answer?"

4. The Question of God by Armand M. Nicholi Jr.
Nicholi examines the contrasting views of faith and reason through the lives of Sigmund Freud and



C.S. Lewis. The book dives deep into the philosophical and theological debates that underpin the
search for answers about existence and purpose. It provides a rich context for readers interested in
the intellectual challenges posed in Ames’ novel.

5. Answers in the Dark by N.T. Wright

This theological work addresses the problem of suffering and evil, offering insights into how faith
can provide meaningful answers. Wright’s compassionate approach helps readers grapple with
difficult questions about life’s hardships. It resonates with the contemplative tone of "Who Will
Answer?" by exploring where hope can be found.

6. The Search for Meaning by Viktor E. Frankl

Frankl’s classic work discusses finding purpose through suffering and the importance of meaning in
human life. Drawing on his experiences in concentration camps, he presents logotherapy as a way to
answer life’s profound questions. This book aligns with Ames’ themes by emphasizing the human
capacity to find answers amid adversity.

7. When God Doesn’t Answer by James Dobson

Dobson tackles the challenging topic of unanswered prayers and the struggle to maintain faith
during difficult times. Through practical advice and biblical insights, he helps readers understand
why answers may not come as expected. This book complements "Who Will Answer?" by addressing
the emotional and spiritual complexities of seeking answers.

8. Faith and Doubt by John Shelby Spong

Spong explores the tensions between traditional beliefs and modern understanding, encouraging
readers to embrace doubt as part of faith. His thought-provoking discussions challenge conventional
answers and invite a deeper exploration of spirituality. The book serves as a provocative counterpart
to Ames’ exploration of who holds the answers.

9. The Book of Questions by Pablo Neruda

A poetic collection of questions that provoke reflection on life, love, and existence. Neruda’s lyrical
style invites readers to ponder unanswered questions rather than seek definitive solutions. This
artistic approach echoes the spirit of inquiry and wonder found in "Who Will Answer?" by Ed Ames.
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who will answer by ed ames: Battle Notes Lee Andresen, 2003 This is the trade paperback
second edition of the popular original title

who will answer by ed ames: God in His Own Image Syd Brestel, 2019-05-07 Someone once
noted that God made us in His image, and ever since we have tried to do God a favor by making Him
in our image. It’s easy to speak to others about the Jesus who cared for the poor, healed the sick,
and preached love and justice for the least of these. But what about the God who tells the Israelites
to wage war and kill entire people groups? Or threatens exile and then delivers? Or sends people to
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hell? Can these really be the same God? The simple answer is, yes. God in His Own Image takes you
on a journey through the Bible exploring God’s true nature. You'll study instances of great mercy
and great severity, and by the end, you’ll begin to see why both God’s compassion and his wrath are
necessary, important, and even beautiful. Get to know the God who is both Lion and Lamb, both
Judge and Father, both kind and severe, and perfect in every way.

who will answer by ed ames: Fake It, It Will Come Kathy Gotz, 2016-12-13 The dark night of
the soul is a very humbling experience. You feel less than abandoned and cast away from everyone,
even God. You are torn down to the depths of hell; you think light is impossible and that you are not
worthy of God’s graces. Sleep deprivation goes on for what seems forever. During the void, all your
senses are taken away. You also think that whatever was causing your difficulty has ended at least a
million times or so. Life becomes so difficult that you want to die just to be put out of your own
misery. In my particular case, I had so much pressure and pain that my survival did not seem to be
an option. I believe all this happened because I asked to awaken and remember who I really am. I
also did this in the emotion. I was crying. The dark night of the soul is emptying your sorrow cup so
that it can be filled with joy. Most of the beginning of my book was journalized, and I just copied it
from my journals. But it helped set the stage for what was to come. In the rest of my book, I just told
my story from my past or the present. To protect the innocent, I used first names or changed them.
Until I asked to awaken and remember who I really am, almost nothing paranormal happened to me,
and then it became a common occurrence. I do consider it a privilege to have gone through this
experience, but you might not think so during the worst. All men die, but only a few men really learn
how to live. The old fear-based Kathy did die; now I am walking in faith with Jesus at my side with
his rod and staff that give me courage. You might even want to sit back and enjoy your misery; your
experiences will be unique. I am also excited about extending joy and ecstasy to all I meet. This is a
new time for a new millennium on a new earth to orchestrate it on. Just how much serendipity can
the planet earth and universe hold? There is no limit! Fake your dream; it will come. Imagine your
dream; it will come.

who will answer by ed ames: History of Christ Church of the Deaf Leo Yates, Jr., Peggy A.
Johnson, 2009-06-10 This is a church history book about a Deaf faith community within the United
Methodist tradition. The church history spans the life of the church from 1895 - 2009. Christ Church
of the Deaf is a Deaf church within the Baltimore-Washington Conference of the United Methodist
Church. It includes the inception of the Deaf congregation, the early integration of Christ Church the
Deaf and the Black Whatcoat Mission (the first African American Deaf church), the church's
outreach ministries and missions, a history of its pastors, and how it grew into a multi-cultural and
vibrant Deaf congregation residing in Baltimore, Maryland.

who will answer by ed ames: She Got Up Off the Couch Haven Kimmel, 2007-02-13 Kimmel's
powerful storytelling is in evidence in this riveting continuation of Zippy's childhood--a story of
risk-taking, motherly love, and small-town heroism.

who will answer by ed ames: Wonderful Words of Life Richard J. Mouw, 2004-08-02 While
many evangelical congregations have moved away from hymns and hymnals, these were once
central fixtures in the evangelical tradition. This book examines the role and importance of hymns in
evangelicalism, not only as a part of worship but as tools for theological instruction, as a means to
identity formation, and as records of past spiritual experiences of the believing community. Written
by knowledgeable church historians, Wonderful Words of Life explores the significance of
hymn-singing in many dimensions of American Protestant and evangelical life. The book focuses
mainly on church life in the United States but also discusses the foundational contributions of Isaac
Watts and other British hymn writers, the use of gospel songs in English Canada, and the powerful
attraction of African-American gospel music for whites of several religious persuasions. Includes
appendixes on the American Protestant Hymn Project and on hymns in Roman Catholic hymnals.
Contributors: Susan Wise Bauer Thomas E. Bergler Virginia Lieson Brereton Esther Rothenbusch
Crookshank Kevin Kee Richard J. Mouw Mark A. Noll Felicia Piscitelli Robert A. Schneider Rochelle
A. Stackhouse Jeffrey VanderWilt




who will answer by ed ames: The Juvenilization of American Christianity Thomas Bergler,
2012-04-20 Pop worship music. Falling in love with Jesus. Mission trips. Wearing jeans and T-shirts
to church. Spiritual searching and church hopping. Faith-based political activism. Seeker-sensitive
outreach. These now-commonplace elements of American church life all began as innovative ways to
reach young people, yet they have gradually become accepted as important parts of a spiritual ideal
for all ages. What on earth has happened? In The Juvenilization of American Christianity Thomas
Bergler traces the way in which, over seventy-five years, youth ministries have breathed new vitality
into four major American church traditions -- African American, Evangelical, Mainline Protestant,
and Roman Catholic. Bergler shows too how this juvenilization of churches has led to widespread
spiritual immaturity, consumerism, and self-centeredness, popularizing a feel-good faith with neither
intergenerational community nor theological literacy. Bergler s critique further offers constructive
suggestions for taming juvenilization. Watch the trailer:

who will answer by ed ames: New York Magazine , 1969-07-07 New York magazine was born
in 1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly made a place for itself
as the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning writing and photography
covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the magazine's consistent mission
has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of the city itself, while
celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.

who will answer by ed ames: Billboard , 1968-02-24 In its 114th year, Billboard remains the
world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content and data
licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled reporting about
the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and trends.

who will answer by ed ames: Billboard , 1967-12-23 In its 114th year, Billboard remains the
world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content and data
licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled reporting about
the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and trends.

who will answer by ed ames: The Real Artist Sarah Waits, 2014-12-31 In this personal/spiritual
growth painting, we see mists of mental distortions vaporized, meanings behind relationships made
clear. Faith which overcomes the world is made understandable. We learn that no circumstance
need interfere with obtaining and maintaining contentment-producing levels of serotonin. A
seasoned therapist, specializing in art therapy, eating disorders, and addictions recovery, provides
the case study, which takes a client from suicide attempt to happy life. She offers a wealth of
cognitive behavioral restructuring tools for liberation from perseverating our past. According to the
author, love hunger, as a contingency of survival, is our main drive. With therapeutic intervention,
our thoughts, behaviors, and feelings become solution-focused. Names of people and places are
fictitious, but suspense, humor, and insights tell a true story starting from the 1940s, before political
correctness, through the present aftermath of no moral absolutes, no impulse restrained. This book
is the go-to for developing outrageously satisfying intimacy with a creative genius not of this world.

who will answer by ed ames: Billboard , 1968-01-13 In its 114th year, Billboard remains the
world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content and data
licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled reporting about
the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and trends.

who will answer by ed ames: Billboard , 1967-12-02 In its 114th year, Billboard remains the
world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content and data
licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled reporting about
the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and trends.

who will answer by ed ames: Blessed Dr. Richard Marklund, Ann Marklund, 2025-07-08
Blessed. Blessed. Eight Steps to Emotional, Relational, Spiritual Wholeness: The Healing Power of
the Beatitudes will challenge the reader to a deeper application of Jesus's words as they apply to
health in a contemporary global context. Overview: Blessed-to be envied-wealthy-fortunate-happy.
Yes! This is what one seeks in life. But after forty years of preaching about the Beatitudes, the most




famous Blessed passage in the Bible, the authors feel strongly that what the Lord says leads to
blessings and what the World means by blessings are almost diametrically opposed. Blessed: Eight
Steps to Emotional, Relational, Spiritual Wholeness: The Healing Power of the Beatitudes explores
the excruciating journey everyone must take to arrive at a life of fulfillment and joy. Jesus leaves us
guidelines that transcend time and culture. Modern psychology and sociology have many insights for
this journey; however, they are not really modern. The Bible outlined these processes thousands of
years before our current academic pursuits discovered them. Describing current psychological
thought, such as archetypes and self-fulling prophecy through the lens of the Beatitudes, provides
the reader with a means to discuss and apply biblical truths. The authors seek to add a cultural
depth to the understanding of health and wholeness as they reflect on their years of overseas
ministry. Cultural sidebars enlighten the topics discussed. Stories about beggars, empleadas, filial
piety are included. Each blessed is part of a relationship, an attitude. Humankind is responsible for
four basic relationships: with self, society, nature/technology, and God. How do the specifics of the
Beatitudes express themselves through these relationships? How does one bring wholeness out of
the dysfunction in each of these areas? The Beatitudes have the answer. The Beatitudes succinctly
demonstrate how to progress in life and the specific rewards for one's efforts. The Beatitudes were
presented by Jesus as the beginning of his Sermon on the Mount. They encapsulate his teaching as
very few other statements. They were examined for millennia by specific scholars of that time who
spoke directly to that culture and people group. Contemporary culture looks for an approach that
examines Christ's words from a psychological/sociological perspective and speaks to relationships.

who will answer by ed ames: Billboard , 1968-12-21 In its 114th year, Billboard remains the
world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content and data
licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled reporting about
the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and trends.

who will answer by ed ames: Joel Whitburn Presents Across the Charts Joel Whitburn,
2008 (Book). Across the Charts: The 1960s is the complete story of a full ten years of music on five
Billboard charts. One comprehensive, combined A-Z Artist Section lists, in chronological order for
each artist, all of the artist's charted hits that appeared on any of the five singles charts. Shows
complete chart data including data from multiple charts for crossover songs plus picture sleeve
photos for certain artists, special bonus sections and more! Throughout the 1960s, music evolved
and crossed over genre lines like never before and it's all captured right here in a single, mammoth,
all encompassing volume!

who will answer by ed ames: Billboard , 1968-03-09 In its 114th year, Billboard remains the
world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content and data
licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled reporting about
the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and trends.

who will answer by ed ames: The Billboard Book of Top 40 Hits, 9th Edition Joel Whitburn,
2012-07-18 The Essential Reference Guide to America’s Most Popular Songs and Artists Spanning
More than Fifty Years of Music Beginning with Bill Haley & His Comets’ seminal “Rock Around the
Clock” all the way up to Lady Gaga and her glammed-out “Poker face,” this updated and
unparalleled resource contains the most complete chart information on every artist and song to hit
Billboard’s Top 40 pop singles chart all the way back to 1955. Inside, you’ll find all of the
biggest-selling, most-played hits for the past six decades. Each alphabetized artist entry includes
biographical info, the date their single reached the Top 40, the song’s highest position, and the
number of weeks on the charts, as well as the original record label and catalog number. Other
sections—such as “Record Holders,” “Top Artists by Decade,” and “#1 Singles 1955-2009”—make
The Billboard Book of Top 40 Hits the handiest and most indispensable music reference for record
collectors, trivia enthusiasts, industry professionals and pop music fans alike. Did you know? ¢
Beyoncé’s 2003 hit “Crazy in Love” spent 24 weeks in the Top 40 and eight of them in the #1 spot. °
Billy Idol has had a total of nine Top 40 hits over his career, the last being “Cradle of Love” in 1990.
* Of Madonna's twelve #1 hits, her 1994 single “Take a Bow” held the spot the longest, for seven



)

weeks—one week longer than her 1984 smash “Like a Virgin.” « Marvin Gaye’s song “Sexual
Healing” spent 15 weeks at #3 in 1982, while the same song was #1 on the R&B chart for 10 weeks.
» Male vocal group Boyz Il Men had three of the biggest chart hits of all time during the 1990s. *
The Grateful Dead finally enjoyed a Top 10 single in 1987 after 20 years of touring. * Janet Jackson
has scored an impressive 39 Top 40 hits—one more than her megastar brother Michael!

who will answer by ed ames: Billboard , 1968-11-02 In its 114th year, Billboard remains the
world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content and data
licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled reporting about
the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and trends.

who will answer by ed ames: Billboard , 1970-11-28 In its 114th year, Billboard remains the
world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content and data
licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled reporting about
the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and trends.
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