who parts of speech

who parts of speech is a fundamental topic in English grammar that explores how the
word "who" functions within sentences. Understanding the parts of speech for "who" is
essential for mastering English syntax and improving both written and spoken
communication. This article delves into the various grammatical roles that "who" can
assume, including its use as a pronoun, interrogative, and relative pronoun. Additionally,
the nuances of "who" in different sentence structures will be examined to clarify common
confusions. By analyzing examples and providing detailed explanations, this guide aims to
enhance the reader’s comprehension of "who parts of speech." The exploration will cover
definitions, functions, and distinctions to equip learners with the knowledge to use "who"
accurately and effectively. Below is a table of contents outlining the main areas discussed
in this article.

e Understanding "Who" as a Pronoun

"Who" as an Interrogative Word

"Who" as a Relative Pronoun

Common Confusions and Mistakes with "Who"

Examples of "Who" in Different Sentence Types

Understanding "Who" as a Pronoun

The word "who" primarily functions as a pronoun in English grammar. As a pronoun,
"who" is used to refer to people, replacing a noun to avoid repetition and to provide clarity
in communication. It is specifically a type of interrogative and relative pronoun that helps
in forming questions and linking clauses. Recognizing "who" as a pronoun is crucial since
its role affects sentence structure and meaning. This section explains the basic concept of
"who" as a pronoun and its grammatical characteristics.

Definition and Role of Pronouns

Pronouns are words that substitute for nouns or noun phrases, allowing sentences to be
less repetitive and smoother. "Who" falls under the category of personal pronouns when
referring to humans and is used to inquire about or identify subjects in sentences. It
typically functions as the subject of a verb but can also appear in other grammatical roles
depending on the sentence.



Characteristics of "Who" as a Pronoun

Unlike general pronouns such as "he," "she," or "they," "who" is unique because it
introduces questions or relative clauses. It always relates to people or personified entities,
never objects or animals (unless personified). Moreover, "who" agrees with singular or
plural antecedents depending on context, but it remains singular in form.

"Who" as an Interrogative Word

One of the most common uses of "who" is as an interrogative pronoun. In this capacity,
"who" is used to ask questions about the identity of a person or people. These questions
can be direct or indirect and often seek to identify the subject performing an action.

Direct Questions Using "Who"

In direct interrogative sentences, "who" typically appears at the beginning of the question
to request specific information about a person or group. For example, "Who is coming to
the meeting?" Here, "who" asks for the identity of the subject performing the action.

Indirect Questions Using "Who"

"Who" is also used in indirect questions embedded within statements or other questions.
For instance, "I wonder who will arrive first." In these cases, "who" introduces a
subordinate clause and still functions as a pronoun referring to a person.

"Who" as a Relative Pronoun

Aside from interrogative use, "who" functions as a relative pronoun to connect clauses and
provide additional information about a noun mentioned earlier in the sentence. This role is
vital for creating complex sentences and adding descriptive detail.

Relative Clauses Introduced by "Who"

Relative pronouns like "who" introduce relative clauses, which modify or describe a noun
or pronoun previously mentioned. For example, in the sentence "The teacher who helped
me was very kind," the clause "who helped me" gives more information about "the
teacher." Here, "who" acts as the subject of the relative clause.

Distinguishing "Who" from Other Relative Pronouns

It is important to differentiate "who" from other relative pronouns such as "whom,"
"whose," "which," and "that." "Who" specifically refers to the subject of the relative clause
and is used exclusively for people. For object roles, "whom" is appropriate, while "whose"



indicates possession.

Common Confusions and Mistakes with "Who"

Despite its straightforward roles, "who" is often confused with other pronouns or misused
in sentence construction. Understanding typical errors helps in avoiding grammatical
mistakes and in using "who" correctly in both writing and speech.

Mixing "Who" and "Whom"

A frequent source of confusion is the interchange between "who" and "whom." "Who"
functions as a subject pronoun, while "whom" serves as an object pronoun. For example:

e Correct: "Who called you?" (subject)

e Correct: "Whom did you call?" (object)

Using "who" where "whom" is required often leads to grammatical inaccuracies.

Incorrect Use in Non-Human References

"Who" should only refer to people or personified beings. Using "who" for animals or
objects without personification is incorrect. For example, "The book who is on the table" is
wrong; the correct relative pronoun would be "that" or "which."

Omission of "Who" in Relative Clauses

Sometimes, "who" is omitted in relative clauses, which can be acceptable in informal
speech but is often considered incorrect in formal writing. For clarity and grammatical
accuracy, it is recommended to include "who" when it functions as the subject of the
relative clause.

Examples of "Who" in Different Sentence Types

To fully grasp the parts of speech and functions of "who," it is helpful to examine various
sentence examples illustrating its use in different grammatical contexts.

Examples as Interrogative Pronoun

e Who is responsible for this project?



e Can you tell me who will attend the conference?

¢ Who made this delicious cake?

Examples as Relative Pronoun

e The artist who painted this mural is very talented.
e She is the person who called you yesterday.

e Those who arrive late will miss the introduction.

Examples Highlighting Correct Usage

e Who wrote the report? (subject usage)

e The man who you met is my uncle. (relative clause, subject omitted but should be
"whom" if object)

e Whom did you invite to the party? (object usage)

Frequently Asked Questions

What part of speech is the word '‘who'?

The word 'who' is primarily used as a pronoun, specifically an interrogative or relative
pronoun.

Can 'who' function as a relative pronoun?

Yes, 'who' can function as a relative pronoun, introducing relative clauses that provide
more information about a noun.

Is 'who' ever used as an adjective?

No, 'who' is not used as an adjective; it functions mainly as a pronoun.



How is 'who' used in questions?

It is used to inquire about the identity of a person or people.

Can 'who' be used as the subject of a sentence?

Yes, 'who' often serves as the subject in both questions and relative clauses, for example,
‘Who called me?' or 'The person who called me is my friend.'

Is 'who' ever used as an object pronoun?

No, 'who' is generally used as a subject pronoun; the object form is 'whom'. However, in
informal speech, 'who' is sometimes used as an object.

What is the difference between '‘who' and '‘'whom' in
terms of parts of speech?

Both '‘who' and 'whom' are pronouns, but ‘who' is used as a subject pronoun, while ‘whom
is used as an object pronoun.

Can 'who' function as an interrogative pronoun in
indirect questions?

Yes, 'who' can be used in indirect questions, such as 'I wonder who is at the door.'

Does 'who' ever function as a conjunction?

No, 'who' does not function as a conjunction; it is a pronoun used to refer to people.

How does 'who' differ from other interrogative
pronouns?

‘Who' specifically asks about people, whereas other interrogative pronouns like 'what’,
'‘which’, or 'where' ask about things, choices, or places.

Additional Resources

1. The Grammar Guide to Parts of Speech

This comprehensive book breaks down the eight parts of speech with clear explanations
and examples. It is ideal for beginners seeking a solid foundation in grammar. The author
provides helpful exercises to reinforce learning and enhance understanding.

2. Mastering Parts of Speech for Effective Writing

Focused on improving writing skills, this book explores how each part of speech
contributes to sentence structure and style. It includes practical tips for using nouns,
verbs, adjectives, and more to create engaging and precise writing. Readers will find
useful strategies for editing and refining their work.



3. Understanding Parts of Speech: A Linguistic Approach

This text delves into the linguistic theory behind parts of speech, offering a deeper insight
into their roles and classifications. Suitable for advanced students and language
enthusiasts, it covers traditional and modern perspectives. The book also discusses cross-
linguistic comparisons to broaden understanding.

4. Parts of Speech Workbook for Students

Designed as a hands-on workbook, this resource provides numerous exercises targeting
each part of speech. It is perfect for classroom use or self-study, with answer keys to track
progress. The workbook emphasizes practical application and retention.

5. The Parts of Speech in English Grammar

This book offers a detailed overview of English parts of speech, including less commonly
discussed categories like interjections and articles. It explains their grammatical functions
with examples drawn from literature and everyday speech. The writing is accessible for
learners at various levels.

6. Creative Writing and Parts of Speech

Aimed at aspiring writers, this book explores how understanding parts of speech can
enhance creativity and narrative technique. It includes exercises that encourage
experimenting with different word classes to develop unique voices and styles. The author
highlights the importance of grammar in storytelling.

7. Quick Reference: Parts of Speech Essentials

This concise guide serves as a quick reference for students, teachers, and writers needing
a refresher on parts of speech. It summarizes key points and provides charts and tables for
easy memorization. The book is portable and user-friendly, ideal for on-the-go study.

8. The History and Evolution of Parts of Speech

Exploring the historical development of parts of speech, this book traces their origins from
ancient grammar traditions to modern usage. It discusses how linguistic theories have
shaped our understanding over time. Readers gain a contextual appreciation for
grammatical categories.

9. Parts of Speech for ESL Learners

Tailored to English as a Second Language learners, this book simplifies grammar concepts
to aid comprehension and practical use. It incorporates cultural notes and common errors
to watch for. The engaging format and clear explanations make it an excellent tool for
language acquisition.
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who parts of speech: The Eight Parts of Speech Kristine Setting Clark, 2017-10-04 Simply
English - 8 Parts of Speech is a guide to help students become familiar with the basic units of
grammar. Each part of speech is defined with tips and examples for identification. Practice exercises
are then provided for identifying each part of speech. Be sure to have students read over the Quick
Reference (at the end of the textbook) to familiarize themselves with the eight parts of speech. It
includes definitions, key words and examples. This reference can be used as a study guide and when
preparing for exams. The curriculum is very flexible allowing you to introduce each part of speech,
usage concept and exercises at the students’ own pace. Of course this will depend on the level of
their previous exposure to English grammar. The concepts taught here are more likely to become
entrenched if the ideas are incorporated into the students’ other writing assignments

who parts of speech: The Parts of Speech Family Story Djuan Perry, 2012-05-21 LEARN the
BASIC PARTS of SPEECH in Minutes Having Lots of Fun The Parts of Speech Family Story is
GUARANTEED to HELP! the primary, intermediate student, to adult person, learn the basic Parts of
Speech in just about as much time as it takes to read the book. All the participants in the story
mimic the roles of the eight basic parts of speech used in the Standard English Language, including
the article. You can look in the Quick Reference Glossary to find the definition and examples of the
Parts of Speech used in this story.

who parts of speech: How to Tell the Parts of Speech Edwin Abbott Abbott, 1874

who parts of speech: Mastering the 8 Parts of Speech: A Comprehensive Guide Genalin
Jimenez, There are eight parts of speech in the English language: noun, pronoun, verb, adjective,
adverb, preposition, conjunction, and interjection. The part of speech indicates how the word
functions in meaning as well as grammatically within the sentence. An individual word can function
as more than one part of speech when used in different circumstances. Understanding parts of
speech is essential for determining the correct definition of a word when using the dictionary.

who parts of speech: Words That Act as Multiple Parts of Speech (PART 2): Types of
Words Manik Joshi, 2020-08-10 The same word used as different parts of speech -- 3500 words in
alphabetical order | The same word can be used as more than one part of speech. On this basis, we
can broadly classify the words as follows: A: Words that represent at least TWO parts of speech, B:
Words that represent at least THREE parts of speech, C: Words that represent at least FOUR parts
of speech | Sample This: A. Words that represent at least TWO parts of speech--- We can put words
that represent at least TWO parts of speech into the following 34 prominent groups: 01. Noun +
Verb | 02. Noun + Adjective | 03. Noun + Adverb | 04. Noun + Pronoun | 05. Noun + Preposition |
06. Noun + Conjunction | 07. Noun + Interjection | 08. Noun + Determiner | 09. Verb + Adjective |
10. Verb + Adverb | 11. Verb + Pronoun | 12. Verb + Preposition | 13. Verb + Conjunction | 14. Verb
+ Interjection | 15. Verb + Determiner | 16. Adjective + Adverb | 17. Adjective + Pronoun | 18.
Adjective + Preposition | 19. Adjective + Conjunction | 20. Adjective + Interjection | 21. Adjective +
Determiner | 22. Adverb + Pronoun | 23. Adverb + Preposition | 24. Adverb + Conjunction | 25.
Adverb + Interjection | 26. Adverb + Determiner | 27. Pronoun + Preposition | 28. Pronoun +
Conjunction | 29. Pronoun + Determiner | 30. Preposition + Conjunction 31. Preposition +
Interjection | 32. Preposition + Determiner | 33. Conjunction + Determiner | 34. Interjection +
Determiner ||| 01. Noun + Verb -- The same word can be used as NOUN as well as VERB: 1.
abandon, 2. abstract, 3. abuse, 4. accent, 5. access, 6. acclaim, 7. accord, 8. account, 9. ache, 10.
act, 11. action, 12. address, 13. advance, 14. advantage, 15. advocate, 16. affix, 17. affront, 18. age,
19. agglomerate, 20. aggregate, 21. aid, 22. aim, 23. air, 24. airbrush, 25. airlift, 26. alarm, 27. alert,
28. alloy, 29. ally, 30. alternate, 31. ambush, 32. amount, 33. anchor, 34. anger, 35. angle, 36.
answer, 37. ape, 38. appeal, 39. apprentice, 40. approach, 41. arc, 42. arch, 43. archive, 44. arm, 45.
array, 46. arrest, 47. art, 48. ask, 49. aspirate, 50. assault, 51. assent, 52. assist, 53. associate, 54.
asterisk, 55. atrophy, 56. attack, 57. attempt, 58. attribute, 59. auction, 60. audition, 61. author, 62.
autograph, 63. average, 64. award, 65. awe, 66. axe, 67. babble, 68. baby, 69. back, 70. backlight,
71. backpack, 72. backspace, 73. badger, 74. baffle, 75. bag, 76. Bail, 77. bait, 78. balance, 79. bale,
80. ball, 81. balloon, 82. ballot, 83. balls, 84. ban, 85. band, 86. bandage, 87. bang, 88. bank, 89.



bankroll, 90. bankrupt, 91. banter, 92. bar, 93. barbecue, 94. bargain, 95. barge, 96. bark, 97.
barrel, 98. barricade, 99. base, 100. bash, 101. bat, 102. batch, 103. bath, 104. bathe, 105. batten,
106. batter, 107. battle, 108. bay, 109. bayonet, 110. beach, 111. beam, 112. bean, 113. bear, 114.
beard, 115. beat, 116. beaver, 117. bed, 118. beef, 119. beep, 120. beetle, 121. beggar, 122. belly,
123. bellyache, 124. belt, 125. benchmark, 126. bend, 127. benefit, 128. berth, 129. best, 130. bet,
131. better, 132. bias, 133. bicycle, 134. bid, 135. bike, 136. bill, 137. billet, 138. billow, 139. bin,
140. bind, 141. binge, 142. bird, 143. bitch, 144. bite, 145. black, 146. blacklist, 147. blackmail, 148.
blame, 149. blank, 150. blanket, 151. blare, 152. blast, 153. blaze, 154. bleach, 155. bleep, 156.
blemish, 157. blend, 158. blight, 159. blind, 160. blindfold, 161. blink, 162. bliss, 163. blister, 164.
blitz, 165. block, 166. blockade, 167. blog, 168. blood, 169. blossom, 170. blot, 171. blow, 172.
blubber, 173. bluff, 174. blunder, 175. blur, 176. blush, 177. bluster, 178. board / 179. boast, 180.
bob, 181. bobble, 182. bog, 183. boil, 184. bolster, 185. bolt, 186. bomb, 187. bond, 188. bone, 189.
bonk, 190. boo, 191. boob, 192. boogie, 193. book, 194. boom, 195. boost, 196. boot, 197. booze,
198. bop, 199. border, 200. bore

who parts of speech: How to Use Parts of Speech, Grades 6-8 Toni Rouse, 1999 A guide for
students to use the basic units of grammar.

who parts of speech: Parts of speech Marcella Frank, 1972

who parts of speech: The Grammar of English Grammars, with an Introduction, Historical and
Critical ... Goold Brown, 1851

who parts of speech: The World Book Dictionary , 2003 An English language dictionary, in two
volumes, that provides definitions, spellings, and pronunciations to more than 225,000 terms.

who parts of speech: Manual of Method and Organisation ... Robert Robinson (Inspector of
National Schools, Ireland.), 1869

who parts of speech: Approaches to the Typology of Word Classes Petra M. Vogel, Bernard
Comrie, 2011-05-03 No detailed description available for Approaches to the Typology of Word
Classes.

who parts of speech: Handbook of Natural Language Processing Nitin Indurkhya, Fred ]J.
Damerau, 2010-02-22 The Handbook of Natural Language Processing, Second Edition presents
practical tools and techniques for implementing natural language processing in computer systems.
Along with removing outdated material, this edition updates every chapter and expands the content
to include emerging areas, such as sentiment analysis.New to the Second EditionGreater

who parts of speech: Automatic Processing of Natural-Language Electronic Texts with Nog]
Tatsiana Okrut, Yuras Hetsevich, Max Silberztein, Hanna Stanislavenka, 2016-07-07 This book
constitutes the refereed proceedings of the 9th International Conference, Noo] 2015, held in Minsk,
Belarus, in June 2015. NooJ 2015 received 51 submissions. The 20 revised full papers presented in
this volume were carefully reviewed and selected from the 35 papers that were presented at the
conference. The papers are organized in topical sections on corpora, vocabulary and morphology;
syntax and semantics; application.

who parts of speech: Surface Syntax of English Igor? Aleksandrovi? Mel??uk, Nikola?
Viktorovich Pert?s?ov, 1987 This book is the first attempt to describe the syntax of Contemporary
English exclusively in terms of dependencies (most American works on the subject being in terms of
phrase structure, or constituency). The three main features of it are: (1) a fully formal presentation,
(2) a reasonably complete coverage of English surface syntax, and (3) an exposition oriented towards
human readers (rather than computers). The book can be recommended for several categories of
readers: specialists in English syntax, linguists interested in general and theoretical syntax,
computational linguists, researchers in related fields (including psychology and artificial
intelligence) concerned with automatic processing (both synthesis and analysis) of English texts.

who parts of speech: Hownet And The Computation Of Meaning (With Cd-rom) Zhendong
Dong, Qiang Dong, 2006-02-22 It is widely acknowledged that natural language processing, as an
indispensable means for information technology, requires the strong support of world knowledge as
well as linguistic knowledge. This book is a theoretical exploration into the extra-linguistic



knowledge needed for natural language processing and a panoramic description of HowNet as a
case study. Readers will appreciate the uniqueness of the discussion on the definitions of the
top-level classes HowNet specifies, such as things, parts, attributes, time, space, events and
attribute-values, and the relations among them, and also the depth of the authors' philosophy behind
HowNet.The book presents the attraction of HowNet's computability of meanings and describes how
a software of the computation of meaning can collect so many relevant words and expressions and
give a similiarity value between any two words or expressions.

who parts of speech: The Grammar of English Grammars Goold Brown, 1851

who parts of speech: A Semantic Analysis of Word Order Linda R. Waugh, 1977

who parts of speech: The History of Modern Chinese Grammar Studies Peter Peverelli,
2015-03-23 This book discusses the way Chinese scholars developed a national grammar. Chinese
didn’t develop grammar until China’s contact with Western grammar books in the 19th Century. The
first indigenous grammar was published in 1889. It included some traditional notions, but mainly
imitated European grammar. It was followed by a number of other similar works. To move away
from this imitation, a group of grammarians started to look into the Chinese tradition of commenting
on classics. This led to a variety of alternative grammars. After the war, Western linguistics started
to gain influence in China. With the establishment of the PRC in 1949, efforts began to have a
standard grammar adopted nationwide. The first attempt at such a grammar was published in 1956.
This book spans the period 1898 - 1956.This book combines historiography and linguistics to
distinguish different periods in the timespan covered. It shows how the development of a national
grammar cannot be studied separately from language policies and discussions on the national
language. The description of each period includes a general introduction of the relevant events in
that period and a treatment of the major works of grammar.

who parts of speech: The Works of Jeremy Bentham: Chrestomathia Jeremy Bentham,
1843

who parts of speech: Analysis of Images, Social Networks and Texts Wil M. P. van der
Aalst, Vladimir Batagelj, Dmitry I. Ignatov, Michael Khachay, Valentina Kuskova, Andrey Kutuzov,
Sergei O. Kuznetsov, Irina A. Lomazova, Natalia Loukachevitch, Amedeo Napoli, Panos M. Pardalos,
Marcello Pelillo, Andrey V. Savchenko, Elena Tutubalina, 2020-02-01 This book constitutes the
proceedings of the 8th International Conference on Analysis of Images, Social Networks and Texts,
AIST 2019, held in Kazan, Russia, in July 2019. The 24 full papers and 10 short papers were carefully
reviewed and selected from 134 submissions (of which 21 papers were rejected without being
reviewed). The papers are organized in topical sections on general topics of data analysis; natural
language processing; social network analysis; analysis of images and video; optimization problems
on graphs and network structures; analysis of dynamic behaviour through event data.
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