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technology companies in toronto represent a dynamic and rapidly growing
sector within Canada’s largest city, contributing significantly to innovation
and economic development. Toronto has emerged as a major hub for technology
enterprises, ranging from startups to global giants, driven by a highly
skilled workforce, robust infrastructure, and strong government support. This
article explores the landscape of technology companies in Toronto,
highlighting key players, industry sectors, and the factors that make the
city an attractive destination for tech businesses. Additionally, the
discussion covers emerging trends and the broader impact of the tech industry
on Toronto’s economy. Following this introduction, a detailed table of
contents outlines the main topics covered.
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Overview of Technology Companies in Toronto

The technology sector in Toronto is characterized by a diverse array of
companies specializing in software development, artificial intelligence,
fintech, biotechnology, and more. Toronto’s tech ecosystem benefits from the
city’s multicultural population and access to top-tier educational
institutions, which supply a continuous stream of talented professionals. The
presence of incubators, accelerators, and venture capital firms further fuels
innovation and business growth. Over the past decade, technology companies in
Toronto have expanded their reach globally, establishing the city as a key
player on the international tech stage.

Major Technology Sectors in Toronto

Toronto’s technology industry encompasses several key sectors, each
contributing uniquely to the city’s innovation landscape. These sectors are
supported by specialized expertise and tailored infrastructure, enabling
sustainable growth.

Software Development and IT Services

Software development remains a cornerstone of Toronto’s tech companies, with
firms focusing on everything from enterprise software solutions to mobile app
development. IT service providers also play a critical role in supporting



business operations across various industries.

Artificial Intelligence and Machine Learning

Toronto is recognized as a global hub for artificial intelligence research
and development, thanks in large part to institutions like the Vector
Institute. Technology companies in Toronto leverage AI and machine learning
to create advanced products in healthcare, finance, and autonomous systems.

Financial Technology (Fintech)

The fintech sector has seen rapid expansion in Toronto, driven by innovative
startups and established banks investing in digital transformation. Companies
are developing solutions in payments, blockchain, lending platforms, and risk
management.

Biotechnology and Health Tech

Biotech and health technology companies in Toronto are at the forefront of
developing medical devices, pharmaceuticals, and health data analytics.
Collaborations between technology firms and healthcare institutions enhance
research and product development.

Leading Technology Companies in Toronto

Toronto hosts a range of prominent technology companies that have made
significant contributions both locally and globally. These companies vary in
size and specialization but share a commitment to innovation.

Shopify: Originally founded in Ottawa but with significant operations in
Toronto, Shopify is a leading e-commerce platform that powers online
stores worldwide.

Wealthsimple: A fintech company specializing in investment management
and financial advisory services, Wealthsimple leverages technology to
simplify personal finance.

Ritual: A social ordering app that connects users with local
restaurants, Ritual exemplifies Toronto’s strength in mobile technology
and consumer engagement.

FreshBooks: A cloud-based accounting software provider tailored for
small businesses and freelancers, headquartered in Toronto.

PointClickCare: A health tech company offering cloud-based software
solutions for senior care providers, with a strong presence in the
Toronto tech ecosystem.



Factors Driving Growth of Tech Companies in
Toronto

The expansion of technology companies in Toronto is supported by several
critical factors, including talent availability, infrastructure, and
supportive policies.

Skilled Workforce and Education

Toronto benefits from a large pool of highly educated workers, with graduates
from renowned universities such as the University of Toronto, Ryerson
University, and York University. These institutions provide strong programs
in computer science, engineering, and business, ensuring a continuous supply
of qualified candidates.

Access to Capital and Investment

Venture capital firms and government funding programs play a vital role in
supporting startups and scale-ups. Toronto’s investment climate encourages
innovation and risk-taking, which is essential for technology companies to
thrive.

Government Support and Policies

Local and provincial governments offer incentives such as tax credits,
grants, and innovation programs designed to attract and retain technology
companies. These initiatives help reduce operational costs and stimulate
research and development activities.

Collaborative Ecosystem

Toronto’s tech ecosystem fosters collaboration among companies, research
institutions, and industry groups. This environment promotes knowledge
sharing and accelerates technological advancements.

Emerging Trends in Toronto’s Technology Scene

Technology companies in Toronto are adapting to and driving several emerging
trends that shape the future of the industry.

Focus on Artificial Intelligence and Automation

AI-driven automation is increasingly integrated into business operations
across sectors, enhancing efficiency and enabling new capabilities. Toronto
continues to be a leader in AI research and application development.



Growth of Remote Work Technologies

The rise of remote work has spurred demand for collaboration tools,
cybersecurity solutions, and cloud services. Toronto-based companies are
innovating to meet these new workplace dynamics.

Sustainability and Green Technology

Environmental sustainability is becoming a priority, with technology
companies developing green technologies and sustainable business practices.
Toronto supports initiatives focused on clean energy, waste reduction, and
sustainable urban development.

Expansion of Health and Biotech Innovations

The intersection of technology and healthcare continues to expand, with
Toronto’s tech firms playing a crucial role in telemedicine, digital health
records, and personalized medicine.

Impact of Technology Companies on Toronto’s
Economy

The growth of technology companies in Toronto has a profound impact on the
city’s economy, contributing to job creation, GDP growth, and global
competitiveness.

Job Creation and Talent Attraction

The tech sector is a major employer in Toronto, attracting professionals from
across Canada and around the world. The demand for tech talent creates
opportunities in various roles, from software engineering to data science.

Economic Diversification and Innovation

Technology companies diversify Toronto’s economic base, reducing reliance on
traditional industries. Innovation driven by tech firms stimulates
productivity and creates new market opportunities.

Global Recognition and Investment

Toronto’s reputation as a technology hub attracts international investors and
companies seeking to establish a presence in North America. This global
attention reinforces the city’s status as a leading innovation center.

Community Development and Infrastructure

Investment by technology companies often leads to improvements in urban



infrastructure and community development, including smart city initiatives
and enhanced connectivity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some of the leading technology companies
based in Toronto?

Some of the leading technology companies in Toronto include Shopify, Wattpad,
Kik Interactive, Ritual, and FreshBooks, which are known for their
innovations in e-commerce, social media, messaging apps, food tech, and cloud
accounting respectively.

How is Toronto's technology sector contributing to
the local economy?

Toronto's technology sector significantly contributes to the local economy by
creating high-paying jobs, attracting global talent and investment, fostering
innovation through startups and incubators, and supporting related industries
such as finance, healthcare, and education.

What industries are Toronto technology companies
primarily focused on?

Toronto technology companies primarily focus on industries such as fintech,
artificial intelligence, health technology, software development, e-commerce,
and clean technology, reflecting the city's diverse and growing innovation
ecosystem.

How does Toronto support the growth of technology
startups?

Toronto supports technology startups through various initiatives including
government grants, incubators like MaRS Discovery District, accelerator
programs, venture capital availability, co-working spaces, and partnerships
with universities and research institutions.

What role does diversity play in Toronto's tech
companies?

Diversity plays a crucial role in Toronto's tech companies by fostering
inclusive work environments that drive creativity, innovation, and better
problem-solving. Many tech firms in Toronto actively promote diversity and
inclusion initiatives to reflect the city’s multicultural population.

Are there any notable technology events or
conferences held in Toronto?

Yes, Toronto hosts several notable technology events and conferences such as
Collision Conference, Elevate Tech Festival, and CIX (Canadian Innovation
Exchange), which bring together industry leaders, startups, investors, and



innovators to network and share knowledge.

Additional Resources
1. Tech Titans of Toronto: The Rise of a Digital Hub
This book explores the history and growth of Toronto as a burgeoning center
for technology companies. It highlights key players, startups, and
multinational corporations that have established their presence in the city.
Readers gain insight into the innovation culture and economic impact of
Toronto’s tech scene.

2. InnovateTO: Stories from Toronto’s Leading Tech Entrepreneurs
Through a collection of interviews and case studies, this book showcases the
journeys of entrepreneurs who have launched successful tech ventures in
Toronto. It delves into their challenges, breakthroughs, and visions for the
future of technology. The book serves as both inspiration and practical
guidance for aspiring founders.

3. Silicon Maple Leaf: How Toronto Became Canada’s Tech Powerhouse
Detailing the evolution of the Canadian tech ecosystem, this book focuses on
Toronto’s role in transforming the country’s digital landscape. It examines
government policies, investment trends, and the collaborative environment
that foster innovation. Readers will understand the factors that propelled
Toronto onto the global tech map.

4. AI in the 6ix: Toronto’s Journey to Artificial Intelligence Excellence
Focusing on Toronto’s leadership in artificial intelligence research and
development, this book highlights the city’s AI startups, research
institutions, and corporate initiatives. It discusses breakthroughs in
machine learning, neural networks, and ethical AI practices. The narrative
provides a comprehensive view of how AI is shaping Toronto’s tech future.

5. From Startup to Scale-Up: Toronto’s Tech Success Stories
This book chronicles the growth trajectories of several Toronto-based
technology companies that have successfully scaled their operations. It
offers insights into funding strategies, market expansion, and product
development. Entrepreneurs and business students will find valuable lessons
on scaling a tech business within a competitive environment.

6. Women Leading Tech: Toronto’s Female Innovators
Highlighting the contributions of women in Toronto’s technology sector, this
book celebrates female founders, executives, and engineers who are driving
innovation. It addresses gender diversity challenges and showcases
initiatives aimed at empowering women in tech. The stories inspire a more
inclusive and dynamic tech community.

7. GreenTech Toronto: Technology for a Sustainable Future
Examining Toronto’s emerging green technology companies, this book highlights
innovations in clean energy, sustainable materials, and environmental
monitoring. It discusses how tech firms in the city are addressing climate
change and promoting eco-friendly solutions. Readers will discover the
intersection of technology and sustainability in an urban context.

8. Toronto Tech Giants: Inside the World of Leading Corporations
This book provides an in-depth look at major technology corporations
headquartered or with significant operations in Toronto. It covers corporate
strategies, product innovations, and their impact on the local and global
markets. The narrative sheds light on how these giants influence the city’s



tech ecosystem.

9. Building the Future: Toronto’s Tech Incubators and Accelerators
Focusing on the support systems that nurture startups in Toronto, this book
explores the role of incubators, accelerators, and co-working spaces. It
highlights success stories emerging from these programs and the collaborative
networks they create. The book is a valuable resource for entrepreneurs
seeking to navigate Toronto’s tech startup landscape.
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  technology companies in toronto: A Smarter Toronto Bob Hanke, 2024-02-19 This book
bridges media, technocultural, urban, and journalism studies to examine the role of journalism in
relation to a smart city project on Toronto’s waterfront. From the announcement of the
public-private partnership called Sidewalk Toronto to the project’s termination, a mediatized
controversy unfolded. Through an assemblage approach to this project and a case study of The
Globe and Mail and the Toronto Star, it follows the actors and chronicles the Quayside project story
as a conversation about the promise and perils of a future “smart” neighbourhood. In the news of
Waterfront Toronto, Sidewalk Labs, other actors, events, and developments, there were multiple
voices and views, interpretations and arguments, that manifested conflicting interests and values. As
a locally situated actor, journalism produced a porous discourse that expressed a propose-and-public
pushback movement. This work of articulating mediation conditioned the project’s alteration and
dissolution within asymmetrical relations of power. In addition to a wave of opposition that inflected
the project’s enactment, a time lag between project time and governmental policymaking made the
controversy over this future urban space intractable. With their residual symbolic power, quality
journalism contributed to dialogical urban learning.
  technology companies in toronto: Beyond Silicon Valley: Thriving Tech Hubs Around the
Globe Ahmed Musa, 2025-01-02 Silicon Valley may be the most famous tech hub, but there are many
other regions around the world where innovation and entrepreneurship are flourishing. This book
highlights emerging tech hubs in cities like Bangalore, Berlin, and Toronto, exploring what makes
them unique and how they support startups. Discover the diverse ecosystems, resources, and talent
pools that make these cities ideal for tech entrepreneurs. Whether you’re looking to start a company
or relocate for career opportunities, this book offers a global perspective on where the next wave of
innovation is happening.
  technology companies in toronto: Global Fintech Revolution Lerong Lu, 2024-09-23 Lerong
Lu examines the biggest change in modern financial industry - the Fintech (financial technology)
revolution - that denotes the close interaction between the financial services industry and latest
information technologies such as big data, cloud computing, blockchain, and artificial intelligence.
The three areas of banking institutions, online lending marketplaces, and money and payment
systems are explored to assess how financial innovations affect the traditional financial industry,
what kinds of regulatory challenges arise, and how global policymakers react to such challenges.
With in-depth and international case studies on Fintech, including app-based banking services,
mobile payments, P2P lending, and cryptocurrencies, the global Fintech hubs in six continents are
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assessed. The complex, dynamic, and multidimensional Fintech ecosystem is also investigated
including its key players (such as regulatory strategy, regulatory sandbox, and RegTech) and Fintech
corporations (including financial holding companies, Fintech unicorns, BigTech firms, and
Metaverse platforms). Lu highlights the enormous benefits for financial institutions and their
consumers and argues that Fintech contributes to a more equal, democratic, inclusive, and
sustainable financial system. However, he also considers the risks and multiple legal, ethical, and
regulatory challenges for policy-makers and financial authorities that Fintech has posed.
  technology companies in toronto: North American Food Processing Technologies IICA -
CIDA Project P. G. Muller, 1990 Identification of major processe lac products. Rationale.
Identification and preparation of long list of food processing technologies. Development of a short
list of technologies. Results of evaluation.
  technology companies in toronto: High-Tech Entrepreneurship Michel Bernasconi, Simon
Harris, Mette Moensted, 2013-01-11 High-tech businesses form a crucial part of entrepreneurial
activity – in some ways presenting very typical examples of entrepreneurship, yet in some ways
representing quite different challenges. The uncertainty in innovation and advanced technology
makes it difficult to use conventional economic planning models, and also means that the
management skills used in this area must be more responsive to issues of risk, uncertainty and
evaluation than in conventional business opportunities. Specifically focusing on the mix of theory
and practice needed to accurately inform students, the key topics covered include: uncertainty and
innovation entrepreneurial finance marketing technological innovations high-tech incubation
management. Including case studies to give practical insights into genuine business examples, this
comprehensive book has a distinctly ‘real-world’ focus throughout. Edited by a multi-national team,
it draws together leading writers and researchers from across Europe, making it a must-read for all
those involved in advanced entrepreneurship with specific interests in high-tech start-ups.
  technology companies in toronto: The Tale of Technology AMIR HUSSAIN, 2024-09-23 The
Tale of Technology is an important source in the context of understanding the evolving landscape of
information technology (IT). The book is easy to understand and is a valuable source of information
for individuals and entities engaged in or exploring the technology industry. The significance of this
book is rooted in 2 main trends: a careful examination of current IT trends and an exploration of
emerging technologies pushing to reshape the IT sector in the next 10 years. It is a must-have on the
shelves for Aspiring Individuals: The book is relevant for anyone with the ambition to embark on a
business journey within the technology industry. Serves as a foundation guide for those considering
a career or a business in the tech sector. Business Leaders: The book is recommended for leaders in
key roles across various functions within technology companies, such as individuals overseeing
Sales, Marketing, Engineering, Product Development, Services, Operations, and Finance.
Entrepreneurs: The book is valuable for entrepreneurs actively involved in establishing and
developing their technology-focused businesses. The details in every chapter address strategic,
operational, and visionary aspects of entrepreneurship in the tech sector. Professionals: The book is
beneficial for professionals contributing to different functions within an organization indicating a
broad applicability of the scenarios quoted in the book, suggesting insights and knowledge
applicable across diverse roles within a tech-centric enterprise. Startups: Those at the inception of
their business journey within the technology industry are encouraged to consider this book an
essential resource. The content is tailored to provide insights and guidance relevant to startup
ventures' unique challenges and opportunities. A captivating collection of ten thought-provoking
chapters on technology and the connected business. This meticulously researched and
well-peer-reviewed guide offers an insightful journey through the intricate world of technology
business in the 21st century. Explore everything from the origins of industrial revolutions to the
complexities of today’s IT landscapes. Consider it your curated guide to understanding the powerful
interplay between Information Technology and Business.
  technology companies in toronto: Smart Cities Oliver Gassmann, Jonas Böhm, Maximilian
Palmié, 2019-06-14 Transforming cities through digital innovations is becoming an imperative for



every city. However, city ecosystems widely struggle to start, manage and execute the
transformation. This book aims to give a comprehensive overview of all facets of the Smart City
transformation and provides concrete tools, checklists, and guiding frameworks.
  technology companies in toronto: Toronto Stories Logan Bell, AI, 2025-02-20 Toronto Stories
explores the multifaceted history and vibrant culture of Canada's largest city, revealing how
successive waves of immigration and key historical events have shaped its unique identity. The book
delves into the city's evolution from a colonial outpost to a global hub, highlighting the impact of
multiculturalism and ethnic enclaves on Toronto's social fabric. It examines how Toronto's diverse
population has contributed to its dynamic arts scene, showcasing the role of public art, independent
galleries, and major institutions in shaping the city's cultural identity. The book unfolds across three
sections, beginning with an exploration of Toronto as a city of immigration, examining the historical
context of immigration policies. It then transitions to Torontoâ��s cultural and artistic evolution
before delving into significant historical events and landmarks, from its colonial past to its industrial
growth. Drawing upon archival research, oral histories, and contemporary analyses, the book
provides an engaging narrative that balances historical facts with compelling stories, making it
valuable for both academic and general readers interested in travel and history.
  technology companies in toronto: The Industrial Geography of Canada Anthony Blackbourn,
Robert G. Putnam, 2025-10-01 First published in 1984, The Industrial Geography of Canada provides
a comprehensive overview of the Canadian industry. It introduces Canada’s physical and human
resources, describes the settlement pattern and charts the development of industry from 1945. The
main characteristics of each province’s industry are outlined in detail: the poor remote Atlantic
provinces, where attracting industry is a major problem; Quebec, where the distinct
French-Canadian culture poses problems; the American domination of Ontario; the resource boom of
Alberta; and the developing resource-based industries of British Columbia and the North. The book
concludes with an examination of the prospects for successful national development goals in a
country where regionalism is so strong. The Industrial Geography of Canada is a valuable text for all
geographers with a particular interest in Canada.
  technology companies in toronto: Sideways Josh O'Kane, 2024-11-12 From the tech reporter
who most closely pursued the Sidewalk Labs fiasco in Toronto, an uncompromising look into what
the Google sister company's failure in urban development reveals about Big Tech, data and the
monetization of everything. When former New York deputy mayor Dan Doctoroff landed in Toronto,
promising a revolution in better living through technology, the locals were starstruck. In 2017, a
small parcel of land on the city's underdeveloped lakeshore was available for development, and with
Google co-founder Larry Page and chairman Eric Schmidt leaning into Sidewalk Labs' pitch for the
long-forsaken property—with Doctoroff as the urban-planning company's CEO—Sidewalk's bid
crushed the competition. But as soon as the bid was won, cracks appeared in the partnership
between Doctoroff's team and Waterfront Toronto, the government-sponsored organization behind
the contest. Hundreds more acres of undeveloped former port lands kept creeping into Sidewalk's
plans, and questions were emerging about how much the public would benefit from the company's
vision for a high-tech neighbourhood—and the data it could harvest from residents. The ensuing
fight to reel in the power of Sidewalk Labs became a crucible moment for the worldwide battle for
digital rights and against the extension of a digital behemoth's corporate might into the physical
world. In the tradition of boardroom dramas like Bad Blood and Super Pumped, Sideways signals to
the world that all may not be lost in the effort to contain the rapidly growing power of Big Tech.
  technology companies in toronto: Road to Nowhere Paris Marx, 2025-08-12 How to build a
transportation system to provide mobility for all Road to Nowhere exposes the flaws in Silicon
Valley’s vision of the future: ride-hailing services such as Uber and Lyft to take us anywhere; electric
cars to make them ‘green’; and automation to ensure transport is cheap and ubiquitous. Such
promises are implausible and potentially dangerous. As Paris Marx shows, these technological
visions are a threat to our ideas of what a society should be. Electric cars are not a silver bullet for
sustainability, and autonomous vehicles won’t guarantee road safety. There will not be underground



tunnels to eliminate traffic congestion, and micromobility services will not replace car travel any
sooner than we will see the arrival of the long-awaited flying car. In response, Marx offers a vision
for a more collective way of organizing transportation systems that considers the needs of poor,
marginalized, and vulnerable people. The book argues that rethinking mobility can be the first step
in a broader reimagining of how we design and live in our future cities. We must create streets that
allow for social interaction and conviviality. We need reasons to get out of our cars and to use public
means of transit determined by community needs rather than algorithmic control. Such decisions
should be guided by the search for quality of life rather than for profit.
  technology companies in toronto: Solved David Miller, 2024-03-01 If our planet is going to
survive the climate crisis, we need to act rapidly. Taking cues from progressive cities around the
world, including Los Angeles, New York, Toronto, Oslo, Shenzhen, and Sydney, this book is a
summons to every city to make small but significant changes that can drastically reduce our carbon
footprint. We cannot wait for national governments to agree on how to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions and manage the average temperature rise to within 1.5 degrees. In Solved, David Miller
argues that cities are taking action on climate change because they can – and because they must.
The updated paperback edition of Solved: How the World’s Great Cities Are Fixing the Climate Crisis
demonstrates that the initiatives cities have taken to control the climate crisis can make a real
difference in reducing global emissions if implemented worldwide. By chronicling the stories of how
cities have taken action to meet and exceed emissions targets laid out in the Paris Agreement, Miller
empowers readers to fix the climate crisis. As much a “how to” guide for policymakers as a work for
concerned citizens, Solved aims to inspire hope through its clear and factual analysis of what can be
done – now, today – to mitigate our harmful emissions and pave the way to a 1.5-degree world.
  technology companies in toronto: OECD Territorial Reviews: Toronto, Canada 2009
OECD, 2010-03-11 This OECD Territorial Review of Toronto proposes a new sustainable
competitiveness agenda to enhance productivity, focusing on innovation, cultural diversity and
infrastructure, as well as on green policies for this key economic region of Canada.
  technology companies in toronto: History of Central Soya Co., Inc. and of the McMillen
Family's Work with Soybeans and Soy Ingredients (1934-2020) William Shurtleff; Akiko
Aoyagi, 2020-08-17 The world's most comprehensive, well documented, and well illustrated book on
this subject. With extensive subject and geographical index. 91 photographs and illustrations - many
in color. Free of charge in digital PDF format on Google Books.
  technology companies in toronto: Who's Who in Canadian Business 2001 Gillian K. Holmes,
Evelyn Davidson, 2001-03-01 Who's Who in Canadian Business, now in its 21st year, is a
comprehensive and independent guide to Canada's business elite. Listing over 5,000 corporate and
entrepreneurial leaders, each with a detailed biography and contact information, this directory is an
excellent resource for anyone needing information on Canada's business world. Biographies include
such information as current employment, address, education, career history, publications, favourite
charities, and honours. Those listed are included because of the positions they hold in Canadian
business and industry, or because of the contributions they have made to business in Canada. The
directory is updated annually; new and updated biographies are marked for easy reference. All
biographies are indexed by company name. Included in this edition is the PROFIT 100 / Next 100
listing of Canada's fastest-growing companies, as well as a list of professional associations, each
with full address, contact names, and a brief description.
  technology companies in toronto: Venture Capital & Private Equity Yearbook , 2003
  technology companies in toronto: Getting and Staying Listed in Canada Timothy Sean Baikie,
2003
  technology companies in toronto: Artificial Intelligence and the City Federico Cugurullo,
Federico Caprotti, Matthew Cook, Andrew Karvonen, Pauline McGuirk, Simon Marvin, 2023-12-01
This book explores in theory and practice how artificial intelligence (AI) intersects with and alters
the city. Drawing upon a range of urban disciplines and case studies, the chapters reveal the
multitude of repercussions that AI is having on urban society, urban infrastructure, urban



governance, urban planning and urban sustainability. Contributors also examine how the city, far
from being a passive recipient of new technologies, is influencing and reframing AI through subtle
processes of co-constitution. The book advances three main contributions and arguments: First, it
provides empirical evidence of the emergence of a post-smart trajectory for cities in which new
material and decision-making capabilities are being assembled through multiple AIs. Second, it
stresses the importance of understanding the mutually constitutive relations between the new
experiences enabled by AI technology and the urban context. Third, it engages with the concepts
required to clarify the opaque relations that exist between AI and the city, as well as how to make
sense of these relations from a theoretical perspective. Artificial Intelligence and the City offers a
state-of-the-art analysis and review of AI urbanism, from its roots to its global emergence. It cuts
across several disciplines and will be a useful resource for undergraduates and postgraduates in the
fields of urban studies, urban planning, geography, architecture, urban design, science and
technology studies, sociology and politics.
  technology companies in toronto: We, the Data Wendy H. Wong, 2023-10-10 A rallying call
for extending human rights beyond our physical selves—and why we need to reboot rights in our
data-intensive world. Winner of the 2024 Balsillie Prize for Public Policy Shortlisted, 2024 Lionel
Gelber Prize Our data-intensive world is here to stay, but does that come at the cost of our humanity
in terms of autonomy, community, dignity, and equality? In We, the Data, Wendy H. Wong argues
that we cannot allow that to happen. Exploring the pervasiveness of data collection and tracking,
Wong reminds us that we are all stakeholders in this digital world, who are currently being left out
of the most pressing conversations around technology, ethics, and policy. This book clarifies the
nature of datafication and calls for an extension of human rights to recognize how data complicate
what it means to safeguard and encourage human potential. As we go about our lives, we are
co-creating data through what we do. We must embrace that these data are a part of who we are,
Wong explains, even as current policies do not yet reflect the extent to which human experiences
have changed. This means we are more than mere “subjects” or “sources” of data “by-products” that
can be harvested and used by technology companies and governments. By exploring data rights,
facial recognition technology, our posthumous rights, and our need for a right to data literacy, Wong
has crafted a compelling case for engaging as stakeholders to hold data collectors accountable. Just
as the Universal Declaration of Human Rights laid the global groundwork for human rights, We, the
Data gives us a foundation upon which we claim human rights in the age of data.
  technology companies in toronto: Smart Cities in Canada: Digital Dreams, Corporate Designs
Mariana Valverde, Alexandra Flynn, 2020-10-13 Smart cities use surveillance, big data processing
and interactive technologies to reshape urban life. Transit riders can see the bus coming on a map
on their phones. Cities can measure and analyze the garbage collected from every household.
Businesses can track individuals' movements and precisely target advertisements. Google's failed
Sidewalk Labs proposal in Toronto, which drew sharp criticism over surveillance and privacy
concerns, is just one of the many smart city projects which have been proposed or are underway in
Canada. Iqaluit, Edmonton, Guelph, Montreal, Toronto and other cities and towns are all grappling
with how to use these technologies. Some cities have quickly partnered with digital giants like Uber,
Bell and IBM. Others have kept their distance. Big tech companies are hard at work recruiting
customers and shaping – sometimes making – public policy on data collection and privacy. Smart
Cities for Canada: Promise and Perils is the first book on smart cities in Canada. In this collection,
experts from across the country investigate what this new approach means for the problems cities
face, and expose the larger issues about urban planning and democracy raised by smart city
technology. This is a valuable, timely, independent‐minded book for Canadians.
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