
technology in the vietnam war

technology in the vietnam war played a critical role in shaping the strategies, outcomes, and
experiences of the conflict. The Vietnam War, fought from the late 1950s to 1975, was marked by
rapid advancements in military technology that influenced both the United States and the North
Vietnamese forces. Innovations in weaponry, communication, aviation, and surveillance defined much
of the combat and tactical decisions during this era. Understanding the various technologies
employed offers insight into how the war was conducted and the factors that affected its progression.
This article explores the major technological developments used in the Vietnam War, their impact on
warfare, and the legacy of these innovations in modern military history. The following sections will
cover aerial technology, weaponry, communication systems, and surveillance techniques.

Aerial Technology in the Vietnam War

Weaponry and Armaments

Communication and Electronic Warfare

Surveillance and Reconnaissance Technologies

Aerial Technology in the Vietnam War

The use of aerial technology was one of the most significant aspects of technology in the Vietnam
War. Air power dramatically influenced combat operations, troop movements, and supply lines. The
United States employed a variety of aircraft to gain air superiority, conduct bombing campaigns, and
provide close air support to ground forces.

Helicopters and Their Tactical Role

Helicopters revolutionized mobility and medical evacuation during the Vietnam War. The Bell UH-1
"Huey" became an iconic symbol of the conflict due to its versatility. It was used for troop transport,
medical evacuation (medevac), and as a gunship when equipped with machine guns and rocket pods.
Helicopters allowed rapid insertion and extraction of troops in difficult terrain, which was crucial in the
dense jungles of Vietnam.

Strategic Bombing and Fighter Aircraft

Strategic bombing campaigns, such as Operation Rolling Thunder, utilized advanced bombers and
fighter jets to target enemy supply routes and infrastructure. Aircraft like the F-4 Phantom II served
multiple roles including air superiority, ground attack, and reconnaissance. These planes incorporated



advanced radar, missiles, and avionics to enhance combat effectiveness, marking a significant
development in aerial warfare technology.

Technological Innovations in Aerial Warfare

Several technological advancements improved aerial capabilities during the war, including:

Precision-guided munitions that increased bombing accuracy

Night vision equipment to enable operations in low visibility

Advanced radar systems for better target tracking and interception

Electronic countermeasures to disrupt enemy radar and communications

Weaponry and Armaments

The Vietnam War saw the introduction and extensive use of modern firearms, explosives, and
chemical agents that reflected the evolving nature of technology in the Vietnam War. Both sides
utilized different kinds of weaponry adapted to guerrilla warfare and conventional combat.

Small Arms and Infantry Weapons

The M16 rifle became the standard issue weapon for U.S. troops and represented a shift towards
lighter, higher-capacity firearms with greater accuracy. The North Vietnamese forces and Viet Cong
countered with the Soviet AK-47, renowned for its durability and ease of use under harsh conditions.
The widespread use of these rifles defined infantry engagements throughout the conflict.

Explosives and Chemical Agents

Explosives, including grenades, landmines, and satchel charges, were heavily utilized in ambushes
and booby traps. A controversial aspect of technology in the Vietnam War was the deployment of
chemical agents like Agent Orange, used to defoliate dense jungles and deprive enemy cover. These
chemicals had long-lasting environmental and health effects, marking a dark chapter in military
technological applications.



Heavy Artillery and Armor

Artillery pieces, tanks, and armored personnel carriers supported ground operations, though the
dense jungle and rugged terrain limited their effectiveness compared to other conflicts. Nevertheless,
advances in armor plating and mobility improved the survivability and firepower of these vehicles
during engagements.

Communication and Electronic Warfare

Effective communication was vital for coordinating operations across the vast and challenging
geography of Vietnam. Technology in the Vietnam War included significant advances in radio
communications and electronic warfare systems that enhanced command and control capabilities.

Radio and Field Communication

Portable radios such as the PRC-25 and PRC-77 were critical in maintaining contact between units in
the field and with command centers. These radios were designed to be rugged, lightweight, and
capable of operating over considerable distances, enabling rapid tactical decisions and coordination
during combat.

Electronic Countermeasures and Jamming

Electronic warfare technology included the use of jammers to disrupt enemy communication and
radar. Both sides deployed various techniques to intercept and interfere with signals, which played a
significant role in reconnaissance and the protection of forces from air attacks.

Command and Control Systems

Advanced command centers utilized early computer technology and data processing to manage
battlefield information and troop deployments. Although primitive by today's standards, these
systems represented a technological leap in military operations management during the Vietnam
War.

Surveillance and Reconnaissance Technologies

Intelligence gathering and battlefield awareness were enhanced by the use of various surveillance
and reconnaissance technologies, which were essential to counter guerrilla tactics employed by the
Viet Cong and North Vietnamese forces.



Aerial Reconnaissance and Photography

Reconnaissance aircraft equipped with high-resolution cameras conducted extensive aerial
photography to map enemy positions and movements. This intelligence helped plan bombing raids
and ground assaults with better precision.

Ground Sensors and Electronic Surveillance

The deployment of sensor technology such as acoustic and seismic detectors along the Ho Chi Minh
Trail allowed U.S. forces to monitor enemy troop movements and supply routes covertly. These
sensors transmitted data to base stations, enabling quicker responses to infiltration attempts.

Use of Drones and Unmanned Aircraft

Although in its infancy, the use of unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) and drones was experimented
with during the Vietnam War. These early drones provided reconnaissance capabilities without risking
pilot lives, setting the stage for future developments in unmanned surveillance technology.

Frequently Asked Questions

What role did technology play in the Vietnam War?
Technology played a crucial role in the Vietnam War by enhancing communication, reconnaissance,
and combat effectiveness. Innovations like helicopters, advanced aircraft, and electronic surveillance
significantly impacted military strategies and operations.

How were helicopters used during the Vietnam War?
Helicopters were extensively used for troop transport, medical evacuation (medevac), and close air
support. They allowed rapid mobility in difficult jungle terrain, enabling quick insertion and extraction
of troops and providing critical logistical support.

What impact did electronic surveillance technology have in
the Vietnam War?
Electronic surveillance, including listening devices and signal interception, was used to gather
intelligence on enemy movements and communications. This technology helped U.S. forces anticipate
Viet Cong activities but was often challenged by the guerrilla tactics employed by the enemy.



How did the use of chemical agents like Agent Orange affect
the Vietnam War?
Agent Orange, a herbicide used to defoliate jungle areas, was deployed to deprive Viet Cong forces of
cover and food supplies. While it had tactical advantages, it caused severe long-term health and
environmental damage, affecting both Vietnamese civilians and U.S. veterans.

What advancements in weaponry were introduced during the
Vietnam War?
The Vietnam War saw the introduction and widespread use of assault rifles like the M16, improved
artillery, and air-to-ground missiles. These advancements increased firepower and accuracy, shaping
combat tactics in the conflict.

Additional Resources
1. Technology and the Vietnam War: From Jungle Warfare to Electronic Battlespace
This book explores the technological advancements deployed during the Vietnam War, highlighting
how innovations in communication, weaponry, and surveillance transformed combat strategies. It
delves into the use of helicopters, sensors, and early computer systems that shaped the battlefield.
The author provides a detailed analysis of how these technologies influenced both American and
Vietnamese tactics.

2. Electronic Warfare in Vietnam: The Rise of Signal Intelligence
Focusing on the critical role of electronic warfare, this work examines how signal intelligence (SIGINT)
was utilized to intercept enemy communications and coordinate troop movements. It discusses the
development of radio jamming, electronic countermeasures, and the impact of these technologies on
intelligence gathering. The book also presents firsthand accounts from military personnel involved in
electronic operations.

3. Helicopters and Air Mobility: Changing the Face of the Vietnam Conflict
This book provides an in-depth look at the introduction and strategic use of helicopters during the
Vietnam War. It covers how air mobility allowed rapid troop deployment, medical evacuations, and
close air support in challenging terrains. The narrative includes technical details of various helicopter
models and their operational impact on war outcomes.

4. The Role of Sensors and Surveillance in the Vietnam War
Examining reconnaissance technology, this title details the deployment of ground sensors, aerial
reconnaissance, and early drone technology to monitor the Ho Chi Minh trail and enemy movements.
It discusses how these technologies contributed to intelligence-driven operations and the challenges
faced in dense jungle environments. The book also addresses the ethical considerations of
surveillance during wartime.

5. Computers and Command: The Emerging Digital Battlefield of Vietnam
This book traces the introduction of computer technology in military command and control during the
Vietnam War. It highlights early computer systems used for data processing, logistics, and battlefield
coordination. The author explains how these digital tools laid the groundwork for modern military
information systems.



6. Napalm and Night Vision: Technology's Dual Edge in Vietnam
A comprehensive study of controversial technologies like napalm and the advent of night vision
equipment, this book discusses their tactical applications and moral implications. It explores how
night vision goggles enhanced nighttime operations and how incendiary weapons affected both
combatants and civilians. The work balances technical analysis with discussions on the humanitarian
impact.

7. Communications Breakthroughs: Radio Networks in the Vietnam War
This title focuses on the evolution of radio communication systems that enabled coordination across
dispersed units in Vietnam’s challenging terrain. It covers technological innovations like frequency
hopping and secure channels, which improved operational security. The book also examines the
limitations and vulnerabilities of wartime communication networks.

8. Unmanned Systems and the Vietnam War: Early Experiments in Remote Warfare
Highlighting the pioneering use of unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) and remote sensors, this book
documents the experimental technologies tested during the Vietnam conflict. It discusses their roles
in reconnaissance and target acquisition, setting the stage for future drone warfare. The author
assesses the effectiveness and challenges of early unmanned systems.

9. Weaponry and Innovation: The Technological Arms Race in Vietnam
This book provides an overview of the rapid development and deployment of new weapons
technologies during the Vietnam War. It covers everything from small arms and explosives to
advanced artillery and missile systems. The narrative contextualizes these innovations within the
broader geopolitical and tactical dynamics of the conflict.
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helicopters, and the roles they played in military campaigns. A short history of the war is also
included. Aligned to Common Core standards and correlated to state standards. Checkerboard
Library is an imprint of Abdo Publishing, a division of ABDO.
  technology in the vietnam war: The Vietnam War in Popular Culture Ron Milam, 2016-11-07
Covering many aspects of the Vietnam War that have not been addressed before, this book supplies
new perspectives from academics as well as Vietnam veterans that explore how this key conflict of
the 20th century has influenced everyday life and popular culture during the war as well as for the
past 50 years. How did the experience of the Vietnam War change the United States, not just in the
1950s through the 1970s, but through to today? What role do popular music and movies play in how
we think of the Vietnam War? How similar are the recent wars in Iraq and Afghanistan—and now
Syria—to the Vietnam War in terms of duration, cost, success and failure rates, and veteran issues?
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This two-volume set addresses these questions and many more, examining how the Vietnam War has
been represented in media, music, and film, and how American popular culture changed because of
the war. Accessibly written and appropriate for students and general readers, this work documents
how the war that occurred on the other side of the globe in the jungles of Vietnam impacted
everyday life in the United States and influenced various entertainment modes. It not only covers the
impact of the counterculture revolution, popular music about Vietnam recorded while the war was
being fought (and after), and films made immediately following the end of the war in the 1970s, but
also draws connections to more modern events and popular culture expressions, such as films made
in the aftermath of September 11, 2001. Attention is paid to the impact of social movements like the
environmental movement and the civil rights movement and their relationships to the Vietnam War.
The set will also highlight how the experiences and events of the Vietnam War are still impacting
current generations through television shows such as Mad Men.
  technology in the vietnam war: Military Communication A Test for Technology Center of
Military History,
  technology in the vietnam war: The Impact of WWII Technology on Modern Warfare Ahmed
Musa, 2025-01-02 World War II was a catalyst for some of the most groundbreaking technological
advancements in military history. This book explores how innovations like radar, jet engines, and the
first computers changed the nature of warfare and laid the foundation for modern military
technology. Through detailed analysis and case studies, this book examines the legacy of WWII
technologies and their continuing influence on the strategies and tools used in contemporary
warfare. A must-read for history and technology enthusiasts alike.
  technology in the vietnam war: Technology and Society Jan L. Harrington, 2009 Technology
and Society illustrates the impact of technological change, both positive and negative, on our world.
The author looks at how technology has brought many positive advancements to our society, and
also discusses the significant repercussions that we need to consider. Ideal for use in numerous
courses taught throughout the Computer Science curriculum, Technology and Society will help
students turn outward from their technical studies and look at technology from a global perspective.
  technology in the vietnam war: Science and Technology in 20th-Century American Life
Christopher Cumo, 2007-08-30 The twentieth century witnessed the greatest changes in technology
and science that humans have ever witnessed. These occurred rapidly and affected such a broad
range of people. Scientists, inventors, and engineers built upon the great inventions of the 19th
century to expand the reach of modern technology - for a citizen in 1900, communication,
transportation, and agricultural was still primarily local activities; by 2000, an American citizen was
part of an interconnected global community. These developments in science and technology were
also important in the social and cultural changes of the period. The Great Depression, the World
Wars and Cold War, the civil rights and women's rights movements - all were greatly impacted by
the rapid scientific and technological advancements in the universities and industry.
  technology in the vietnam war: War in the Age of Technology Geoffrey Jensen, Andrew
Wiest, 2001-04 Considering the relationships between war, technology, and modern society, this
book fuses military and social history concerning the use of organized violence between states
during the period since 1789. Thirteen essays look at the military use of technology on and off the
battlefield, the introduction of total war (during the two world wars), and the possibility of limited
war in the nuclear age. The experiences of the British military are emphasized. Contributors include
historians, archivists, psychologists, and military scholars. c. Book News Inc.
  technology in the vietnam war: Technology in Postwar America Carroll Pursell, 2007-06-29
Carroll Pursell tells the story of the evolution of American technology since World War II. His
fascinating and surprising history links pop culture icons with landmarks in technological innovation
and shows how postwar politics left their mark on everything from television, automobiles, and
genetically engineered crops to contraceptives, Tupperware, and the Veg-O-Matic. Just as America's
domestic and international policies became inextricably linked during the Cold War, so did the
nation's public and private technologies. The spread of the suburbs fed into demands for an



interstate highway system, which itself became implicated in urban renewal projects. Fear of
slipping into a postwar economic depression was offset by the creation of a consumers' republic in
which buying and using consumer goods became the ultimate act of citizenship and a symbol of an
American Way of Life. Pursell begins with the events of World War II and the increasing belief that
technological progress and the science that supported it held the key to a stronger, richer, and
happier America. He looks at the effect of returning American servicemen and servicewomen and
the Marshall Plan, which sought to integrate Western Europe into America's economic, business,
and technological structure. He considers the accumulating problems associated with American
technological supremacy, which, by the end of the 1960s, led to a crisis of confidence. Pursell
concludes with an analysis of how consumer technologies create a cultural understanding that
makes political technologies acceptable and even seem inevitable, while those same political
technologies provide both form and content for the technologies found at home and at work. By
understanding this history, Pursell hopes to advance a better understanding of the postwar
American self.
  technology in the vietnam war: Vietnam War Technology Laura K. Murray, 2018 Cover --
Title Page -- Credits -- Contents -- Chapter One: Jungle Ambush -- Chapter Two: The Air War --
Chapter Three: Boots on the Ground -- Chapter Four: Chemicals of War -- Important Dates -- Stop
and Think -- Glossary -- Learn More -- Index -- About the Author
  technology in the vietnam war: Tech Wars Daniel M. Gerstein, 2022-09-13 This book explores
the evolution of the current U.S. research and development enterprise, asks whether this
organization remains appropriate to the challenges we face today, and proposes strategies for better
preparing for the global technology race shaping our future. Across the globe, nation states and
societies, as well as corporations, technology developers, and even individuals, find themselves on
the front lines of a global technology race. In the third decade of this century, the outlines of the
contest have become clear. R&D spending, new methods such as innovation centers, and powerful
technologies in governments and society are rapidly proliferating. Technology winners and losers
are emerging. How did we arrive at this global technology fight? How and where will it be waged?
What can we do to prepare for the future? Tech Wars examines the conditions that have led us to
this point and introduces new strategies, organizational changes, and resource allocations that will
help the United States respond to the challenges on the horizon.
  technology in the vietnam war: Masculinity in Vietnam War Narratives Brenda M. Boyle,
2014-01-10 Occurring alongside the Women's Rights, Gay Rights, Civil Rights, and other identity
movements of the 1960s, the Vietnam War was part of an era that rescripted gender and other social
identity roles for many, if not most, Americans. This book examines the ways in which the war and
its accompanying movements greatly altered traditional American conceptions of masculinity, as
reflected in discourses ranging from fictional narratives to memoirs, films, and military recruiting
advertisements. Analysis of two canonical fiction texts--John Del Vecchio's The 13th Valley and
Bobbie Ann Mason's In Country--illustrates the interrelatedness of race, sexuality, disability and
masculinity, an approach appearing in no other book-length study. The text illustrates how, decades
later, the masculine anxieties of the Vietnam era persist.
  technology in the vietnam war: The Vietnam War Era Bruce O. Solheim, 2006-09-30 There
are many lessons to be learned from the Vietnam War, foremost among them being that war as an
instrument of peace is not viable. Solheim provides a full picture of the war era at home and in
Southeast Asia by combining historical narrative with biographical profiles and personal reflections.
He allows the story to unfold in multiple layers, as seen through the eyes of those who were involved
on all sides of the conflict: the North Vietnamese, the South Vietnamese, the American generals and
politicians, and the American war correspondents and antiwar protestors. With this book, Solheim
explores, and hopes to answer, vital questions about the American war in Vietnam. What is the
meaning and significance of the Vietnam War for Americans today? What lessons have Americans
learned from our defeat and how should we apply that knowledge in implementing current foreign
policy? Who or what is to be blamed for the loss in Vietnam? How can we heal our nation from the



Vietnam War syndrome? How do we fit the Vietnam War era into our greater historical narrative?
  technology in the vietnam war: Critical Discourse Studies and Technology Ian Roderick,
2016-06-16 Making a new contribution to the developing field of multimodal critical discourse
studies, Ian Roderick's book demonstrates how technologies that tend to be widely represented as
innovative, or as simple pragmatic solutions, are always anchored in power relations and are
therefore deeply ideological. A series of examples analysing technologies such as robotics, smart
phones or bio-medicine, their functioning and uses, as well as their representations in the media,
show that these are embedded within discourses that tell us about social and power relations,
identities and political values. The book takes a tour of everyday technologies and how they are
represented in different settings. A Disney theme park attraction showing how technology has
improved family life makes many assumptions about what is natural in terms of interpersonal
relations, pleasure and satisfaction. Advertisements that represent robot workers inform us about
the kinds of worker-management relations now characterising work places. Roderick looks at the
way that technologies, while often represented as divorced from their production and maintenance,
as objects of wonder, need to be seen within a fabric of social relations that tends to be supressed
from how we see them as part of a wider technological fetishism. Engaging with existing theories of
technology, the book argues that we must take a more interdisciplinary approach to avoid the
pitfalls of social constructivism and technological determinism. Our experiences of technologies are
shaped through the relationship between knowledge, practices and institutional forms.
  technology in the vietnam war: Battleground: Science and Technology Peter H. Denton,
Sal Restivo, 2008-10-30 The modern world is filled with debate and controversy, and science and
technology—the most characteristic features of the modern world—are not immune. Science and
technology are implicated in many if not all of the issues, troubles, and problems students are likely
to come across in their classes and in their everyday lives. Science and technology serve as a
primary pathway to understanding front page headlines on everything from war to AIDS, and from
oil exploration to global warming. Battleground: Science and Technology examines the most
hot-button issues involving science and technology and provides a balanced assessment of the
arguments on all sides of the often strident debates. The approximately 100 issues examined in
Battleground: Science and Technology include topics in the brain sciences, including the
controversies over the cause of autism and the reliability of memory, as well as the debates over
parapsychology; debates surrounding information technology, such as only privacy, the impact of
video games on social behavior, and the advent of virtual reality; the complexity over drugs and
medications, such as the testing of the efficacy of medications, the war on recreational drugs, and
the costs of pharmaceutical research; and hot-button topics that are constantly in the news, such as
evolution and creationism, DNA testing, stem-cell research, and genetically modified organisms.
Each entry provides a list of accessible resources useful for further research.
  technology in the vietnam war: Technological Utopianism in American Culture Howard P.
Segal, 2005-11-07 Featuring twenty-five writers in all, this book includes Howard P. Segal's
acclaimed work on utopian visionaries.
  technology in the vietnam war: Military Technologies of the World T.W. Lee, 2008-12-30
From the introduction of gunpowder to the reigning era of nuclear weapons, military technological
advances have been at the forefront of change. These changes in weaponry have influenced the
outcome of many historical events and the downfall or success of major civilizations. All nations have
sought to improve military technologies in the hope of gaining the upper hand in conflict. The
developments in guns, cannon technology, warships, tanks, and airborne and space weapons, have
been crucial in the ever-changing face of war. While it is inherent in human nature to seek better
weapons for survival, the use of this weaponry will continue to make an impact on history. Through
careful examination of the science and engineering of these weapons, persons can continue to
venture into the field of military weaponry with an outlook towards the future. Through the many
advancements made in military weaponry, our civilization is one that continues to change in the face
of war. Technological advancements made in this area improve upon current war tactics and often



are the basis behind military warfare. Technology has proven to transform history, lending itself to
be one of the most powerful assets of the human race. Breakthroughs in military technology prove to
be at the forefront of war and in many cases the result of war is directly connected through these
advancements. In history, major civilizations have seen their rise or downfall through the elevation
of weapon technology. Lee delves into the engineering and science behind major weapons such as:
guns, cannons, fighter and stealth aircrafts, various types of missiles, attack helicopters, aircraft
carriers, nuclear submarines, main battle tanks and future weapons. He comprises the knowledge
behind the weapons along with an understanding of how the weapons are used and applied to
modern warfare. By showing how weapons have changed military warfare, he explains the human
nature to seek better weapons for survival, protection, and domination of resources.
  technology in the vietnam war: Emerging Technologies and International Stability Todd
S. Sechser, Neil Narang, Caitlin Talmadge, 2021-11-28 Technology has always played a central role
in international politics; it shapes the ways states fight during wartime and compete during
peacetime. Today, rapid advancements have contributed to a widespread sense that the world is
again on the precipice of a new technological era. Emerging technologies have inspired much
speculative commentary, but academic scholarship can improve the discussion with disciplined
theory-building and rigorous empirics. This book aims to contribute to the debate by exploring the
role of technology – both military and non-military – in shaping international security. Specifically,
the contributors to this edited volume aim to generate new theoretical insights into the relationship
between technology and strategic stability, test them with sound empirical methods, and derive their
implications for the coming technological age. This book is very novel in its approach. It covers a
wide range of technologies, both old and new, rather than emphasizing a single technology.
Furthermore, this volume looks at how new technologies might affect the broader dynamics of the
international system rather than limiting the focus to a stability. The contributions to this volume
walk readers through the likely effects of emerging technologies at each phase of the conflict
process. The chapters begin with competition in peacetime, move to deterrence and coercion, and
then explore the dynamics of crises, the outbreak of conflict, and war escalation in an environment
of emerging technologies. The chapters in this book, except for the Introduction and the Conclusion,
were originally published in the Journal of Strategic Studies.
  technology in the vietnam war: Science, Technology, and Society Sal P. Restivo, 2005
Emphasizing an interdisciplinary and international coverage of the functions and effects of science
and technology in society and culture, Science, Technology, and Society/B contains over 130 A to Z
signed articles written by major scholars and experts from academic and scientific institutions and
institutes worldwide. Each article is accompanied by a selected bibliography. Other features include
extensive cross referencing throughout, a directory of contributors, and an extensive topical index.
  technology in the vietnam war: The Pursuit of Technological Superiority and the Shrinking
American Military Daniel R. Lake, 2019-01-22 Why has the US military begun to suffer from
overstretch in recent decades? Why is one of the largest militaries in the world, and the most
expensive by far, periodically stressed by the operational demands placed upon it? This book argues
that recent problems with overstretch are the result of a heavy reliance on technology to solve
tactical and strategic problems. Over the last seven decades, the US armed services have
consistently chosen to push the technological frontier out in an effort to first gain, and then
maintain, qualitative superiority over potential foes. The high procurement and support costs
associated with cutting-edge weapon systems has resulted in a military that is shrinking in both
absolute size and in the relative share of combat forces. The culmination of this process is a US
military that increasingly lacks the capacity needed to conduct operations without putting significant
stress on its personnel and equipment. Lake argues that this patternis a manifestation of an
American cultural disposition favoring technology. He shows that this affinity for technology is
present in the organizational cultures of all the armed services, though not to the same degree. By
examining procurement programs for each armed service, this book reveals how attempts to develop
and leverage superior technology has resulted in some notable program failures, high procurement



costs for the latest generation of equipment with associated production cuts, and the high support
requirements that are causing the relative share of combat forces to shrink. Lake’s analysis of recent
initiatives by the armed services suggests that this pattern is likely to continue, with the US military
remaining prone to overstretch whenever its operational tempo increases above the peacetime
baseline.
  technology in the vietnam war: Science, Technology, and Society Sal Restivo, 2005-05-19
Emphasizing an interdisciplinary and international coverage of the functions and effects of science
and technology in society and culture, Science, Technology, and Society contains over 130 A to Z
signed articles written by major scholars and experts from academic and scientific institutions and
institutes worldwide. Each article is accompanied by a selected bibliography. Other features include
extensive cross referencing throughout, a directory of contributors, and an extensive topical index.
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