
teaching theorists in education
teaching theorists in education have played a pivotal role in shaping modern
instructional practices and learning environments. These theorists have
developed frameworks and models that educators use to enhance teaching
effectiveness and student engagement. Understanding the contributions of key
educational theorists allows teachers to apply evidence-based strategies that
cater to diverse learning needs. This article explores some of the most
influential teaching theorists in education, their core theories, and the
impact of their work on contemporary pedagogy. Additionally, it highlights
practical applications of these theories in classroom settings. The following
sections provide an organized overview of these foundational figures and
their educational philosophies.

Behaviorist Theories and Their Impact

Cognitive Development Theorists

Constructivist Approaches in Education

Humanistic Theories of Learning

Social Learning and Sociocultural Theories

Behaviorist Theories and Their Impact
Behaviorism is one of the earliest and most influential approaches in the
field of education. Teaching theorists in education who advocated for
behaviorism focused on observable behaviors and how they can be shaped
through reinforcement and punishment. This approach emphasizes measurable
outcomes, making it highly applicable in classroom management and skill
acquisition.

B.F. Skinner and Operant Conditioning
B.F. Skinner is a central figure among teaching theorists in education who
championed behaviorism. His theory of operant conditioning explains how
behaviors are learned or extinguished based on consequences. Positive
reinforcement increases the likelihood of a behavior, while negative
reinforcement or punishment can reduce undesired actions. Skinner’s work has
influenced educational techniques such as programmed instruction and behavior
modification.



John B. Watson and Classical Conditioning
Another key behaviorist, John B. Watson, is known for applying classical
conditioning principles to human learning. Watson’s experiments demonstrated
how emotional responses could be conditioned, laying the groundwork for
understanding how environmental stimuli influence behavior. His contributions
helped educators recognize the importance of stimuli and responses in
learning processes.

Applications of Behaviorist Theories in Education
Behaviorist principles are widely applied in education, particularly in
developing classroom routines, managing student behavior, and reinforcing
positive learning habits. Examples include:

Use of reward systems to motivate students

Structured drills for mastery of specific skills

Clear consequences to discourage disruptive behavior

Frequent feedback to guide student progress

Cognitive Development Theorists
Cognitive development theories focus on the internal processes of the
learner’s mind, such as thinking, memory, and problem-solving. Teaching
theorists in education who emphasize cognitive development explore how
students construct knowledge and understand their world at various stages of
growth.

Jean Piaget’s Stages of Cognitive Development
Jean Piaget is renowned for his theory outlining four stages of cognitive
development: sensorimotor, preoperational, concrete operational, and formal
operational. His work highlights how children’s thinking evolves, shaping
approaches to age-appropriate instruction. Piaget’s theory underscores the
importance of active learning and discovery in education.

Jerome Bruner and the Spiral Curriculum
Jerome Bruner, another influential cognitive theorist, proposed the spiral
curriculum concept, which suggests that learners revisit topics over time
with increasing complexity. Bruner emphasized the role of categorization and



scaffolding in learning, advocating for teaching strategies that accommodate
developmental readiness.

Educational Implications of Cognitive Theories
Cognitive development theories encourage educators to design lessons that
promote critical thinking and problem-solving. Key strategies include:

Encouraging exploration and inquiry-based learning

Providing appropriate challenges aligned with cognitive stages

Using scaffolding techniques to support student understanding

Incorporating metacognitive activities to enhance self-regulation

Constructivist Approaches in Education
Constructivism is a major educational theory emphasizing the learner’s active
role in building knowledge through experience and reflection. Teaching
theorists in education who support constructivism argue that learning is a
personalized, contextual, and social process.

Lev Vygotsky and Social Constructivism
Lev Vygotsky introduced the concept of the Zone of Proximal Development
(ZPD), which describes the range of tasks a learner can perform with guidance
but not independently. His work highlights the importance of social
interaction and collaboration in learning, influencing cooperative learning
methods and scaffolding practices.

John Dewey’s Experiential Learning
John Dewey, often associated with progressive education, promoted learning
through experience and reflection. Dewey emphasized that education should
connect with students’ interests and real-world problems, fostering critical
thinking and democratic participation.

Constructivist Strategies for the Classroom
Constructivist teaching methods encourage students to actively construct
knowledge. Common techniques include:



Project-based learning and problem-solving activities

Collaborative group work and peer discussions

Use of authentic tasks related to real life

Reflection and self-assessment opportunities

Humanistic Theories of Learning
Humanistic education focuses on the whole learner, emphasizing personal
growth, motivation, and self-actualization. Teaching theorists in education
who adopt this perspective prioritize emotional well-being and the
development of individual potential.

Abraham Maslow and the Hierarchy of Needs
Abraham Maslow’s hierarchy of needs theory suggests that basic physiological
and safety needs must be met before learners can focus on higher-level
cognitive and emotional development. This understanding informs educators
about the importance of creating supportive and secure learning environments.

Carl Rogers and Student-Centered Learning
Carl Rogers advocated for student-centered learning, where the teacher acts
as a facilitator rather than a dispenser of knowledge. His approach promotes
empathy, respect, and the development of learners’ autonomy and self-directed
learning skills.

Humanistic Approaches in Educational Practice
Humanistic theories encourage educators to consider students’ emotional and
psychological needs. Strategies include:

Building positive teacher-student relationships

Encouraging self-expression and creativity

Providing choices to foster intrinsic motivation

Supporting social-emotional learning and resilience



Social Learning and Sociocultural Theories
Social learning and sociocultural theories focus on the influence of social
context and culture on learning processes. Teaching theorists in education
who emphasize these perspectives highlight the role of interaction, modeling,
and cultural tools in shaping knowledge acquisition.

Albert Bandura and Social Learning Theory
Albert Bandura’s social learning theory introduces the concept of
observational learning, where individuals learn by watching others and
imitating behaviors. Bandura’s work underscores the importance of role
models, self-efficacy, and reciprocal determinism in the learning
environment.

Vygotsky’s Sociocultural Perspective
In addition to his constructivist views, Vygotsky’s sociocultural theory
stresses that cognitive development is deeply embedded in social and cultural
contexts. Language, symbols, and cultural tools mediate learning, making
collaboration and dialogue essential components of education.

Implementing Social Learning Theories in Education
Teachers can apply social learning principles using methods such as:

Modeling desired skills and behaviors

Encouraging peer tutoring and cooperative learning

Using culturally relevant materials and practices

Facilitating discussions and social interaction

Frequently Asked Questions

Who are some of the most influential teaching
theorists in education?
Some of the most influential teaching theorists include Jean Piaget, Lev
Vygotsky, John Dewey, Jerome Bruner, and Paulo Freire. Each contributed
foundational ideas about how students learn and how teaching can be



optimized.

What is Jean Piaget's contribution to educational
theory?
Jean Piaget is known for his theory of cognitive development, which outlines
how children's thinking evolves through stages. His work emphasizes the
importance of developmental readiness in learning and advocates for hands-on,
discovery-based education.

How does Lev Vygotsky's theory impact teaching
practices?
Lev Vygotsky introduced the concept of the Zone of Proximal Development
(ZPD), highlighting the difference between what a learner can do
independently and with guidance. His theory supports collaborative learning
and scaffolding, where teachers provide support to help students progress.

What teaching philosophy did John Dewey promote?
John Dewey advocated for experiential learning and progressive education. He
believed education should be student-centered, focusing on learning through
experience, critical thinking, and real-world problem solving to prepare
students for democratic citizenship.

How can Paulo Freire's ideas be applied in modern
classrooms?
Paulo Freire emphasized critical pedagogy, encouraging educators to empower
students to question and challenge social injustices. Modern classrooms apply
his ideas by fostering dialogue, critical thinking, and collaborative
learning to create more equitable and reflective learning environments.

Additional Resources
1. “Educational Psychology: Theory and Practice” by Robert E. Slavin
This comprehensive book explores various teaching theories and their
practical applications in the classroom. It covers foundational theorists
such as Piaget, Vygotsky, and Skinner, providing insights into cognitive,
behavioral, and social learning theories. Educators can use this resource to
connect theory with real-world teaching strategies effectively.

2. “How People Learn: Brain, Mind, Experience, and School” by the National
Research Council
This influential book synthesizes research on learning theories and cognitive
science. It highlights key educational theorists and explains how their work
informs teaching practices that enhance student understanding. The book also



focuses on designing learning environments that support diverse learners.

3. “Theories of Childhood: An Introduction to Dewey, Montessori, Erikson,
Piaget & Vygotsky” by Carol Garhart Mooney
Mooney’s book provides a clear and accessible overview of major developmental
and educational theorists relevant to teaching young children. It discusses
how these theorists’ ideas influence early childhood education and classroom
practices. The book is ideal for educators seeking to ground their teaching
in solid theoretical foundations.

4. “Constructivism in Education” edited by Leslie P. Steffe and Jerry Gale
This collection of essays delves into constructivist theories of learning,
emphasizing the works of Piaget and Vygotsky. It offers perspectives on how
knowledge construction affects teaching methods and curriculum design. The
book is valuable for educators interested in learner-centered and inquiry-
based approaches.

5. “Pedagogy of the Oppressed” by Paulo Freire
Freire’s seminal work challenges traditional education models and advocates
for critical pedagogy that empowers students. His theories emphasize
dialogue, reflection, and social justice in teaching. This book is essential
for educators committed to transformative and inclusive education.

6. “Mind in Society: The Development of Higher Psychological Processes” by
L.S. Vygotsky
This classic text presents Vygotsky’s sociocultural theory, highlighting the
importance of social interaction in cognitive development. The book
introduces concepts like the Zone of Proximal Development, which have
profound implications for teaching strategies. It is a foundational read for
understanding collaborative learning.

7. “Frames of Mind: The Theory of Multiple Intelligences” by Howard Gardner
Gardner introduces the theory of multiple intelligences, proposing that
people have different kinds of intelligences beyond the traditional IQ. This
book encourages educators to recognize and nurture diverse talents and
learning styles in their students. It has significantly influenced
differentiated instruction practices.

8. “Experience and Education” by John Dewey
Dewey’s influential book critiques traditional education and promotes
experiential learning as a key to effective teaching. He emphasizes the role
of experience and reflection in the learning process. This work is
fundamental for educators interested in progressive education and active
learning.

9. “Behaviorism in Education: Theory and Practice” by David Ausubel
This book examines behaviorist teaching theories, focusing on reinforcement,
conditioning, and observable behaviors. Ausubel discusses how these
principles can be applied to classroom management and instructional design.
It serves as a useful guide for educators looking to understand and apply
behaviorist approaches.
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  teaching theorists in education: Approaches to Learning: a Guide for Teachers Anne Jordan,
Orison Carlile, Annetta Stack, 2008-07-16 This book provides a really sound grounding in the
theories that underpin successful teaching and learning. Without over-simplification it provides
accessible introductions to the key learning theories with which teachers and students are likely to
engage, and it has immense practical value. Professor Sally Brown, Pro-Vice-Chancellor, Leeds
Metropolitan University, UK This comprehensive guide for education students and practitioners
provides an overview of the major theories of learning. It considers their implications for policy and
practice and sets out practical guidelines for best pedagogical practice. The book can be read as a
series of stand-alone chapters or as an integrated overview of theoretical perspectives drawn from
the philosophy, psychology, sociology and pedagogy that guide educational principles and practice.
Each chapter contains: An accessible introduction to each theory A summary of key principles
Critical insights drawn from the theories discussed Examples and illustrations from contemporary
research and practice Summary boxes that highlight critical and key points made Practical
implications for education professionals Approaches to Learning is an invaluable resource for
students and practitioners who wish to reflect on their educational constructs and explore and
engage in the modern discourse of education.
  teaching theorists in education: A Conception of Teaching Nathaniel L. Gage, 2009-04-05
The literature of the behavioural and social sciences is full of theory and research on learning and
memory. Teaching is comparatively a stepchild, neglected by those who have built a formidable body
of theories of learning and memory. However, teaching is where learning and memory theory should
pay off. A Conception of Teaching dedicates a chapter to each of the following important
components: the need for a theory; the possibility of a theory; the evolution of a paradigm for the
study of teaching; a conception of the process of teaching; a conception of the content of teaching; a
conception of students’ cognitive capabilities and motivations; a conception of classroom
management; and the integration of these conceptions. Written in a highly accessible style, while
maintaining a base in research, Dr. Nathaniel L. Gage presents A Conception of Teaching with
clarity and well situated within current educational debates.
  teaching theorists in education: Theories of Education James Bowen, Peter R. Hobson,
1974 This book provides an analysis of the major educational theories of European culture. It covers
the spectrum of educational thought from the traditional positions of Plato and Aristotle, through the
opposed progressive positions of Rousseau and Dewey, to recent and contemporary variations and
reactions to these viewpoints in the work of the Russian communist educator Makarenko, the
behaviourist and social theorist B F Skinner, the apostle of freedom in education A S Neill, the
British analytic philosopher R S Peters, and finally the prophet of the deschooled society, Ivan Illich.
In this second edition a new section covers developments in educational theory up to the present
day, along with a comprehensive bibliography. The book provides an introduction to the theory and
philosophy of education for beginning students in the subject. The readings are of sufficient length
to give representative coverage of the ideas of the individual theorists and are each introduced by a
commentary which provides philosophical and historical context. Central issues in education that
recur throughout the book include the nature and aims of education, choice of curriculum content,
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the teacher pupil relationship, freedom and authority, moral development, and the role of the state
in education.
  teaching theorists in education: Learning Theories Dale H. Schunk, 2011-01-01 The main
objectives of this text are to inform students of learning theoretical principles, concepts, and
research findings, especially as they relate to education, and to provide applications of principles
and concepts in settings where teaching and learning occur.
  teaching theorists in education: Teaching Allan C. Ornstein, 1995 *HE07, Teaching: Theory
into Practice, Allan C. Ornstein(Loyola University), H5778-9, 400 pp., 7 x 9 1/4, 0-205-15778-5,
paperbound, 1995, $33.00nk, October*/A must-read for any future teacher, this contributed volume
is aimed at giving the reader exposure to various aspects of teaching which have relevance for
understanding what teachers do and how they think when they teach. It is an attempt to help the
reader reflect on teaching, both in a theoretical and practical sense.
  teaching theorists in education: Learning Theories Simplified Bob Bates, 2023-07-05 Are
you struggling to get your head around John Dewey’s educational pragmatism? What exactly is Jean
Piaget saying about cognitive development? Maybe you’re running out of time and patience making
sense of Rosenshine′s Principles of Instruction? Have you reached breaking point reading Daniel T.
Willingham on educational neuroscience? Written for busy teachers, students, trainers, managers
and , this ′dip-in, dip-out′ guide makes theories of learning accessible and practical. It explores 134
classic and contemporary learning theorists in an easy-to-use, bite-sized format with clear relevant
illustrations on how each theory will benefit teaching and learning. Each model or theory is
explained in less than 350 words, followed by a ′how to use it′ section. New to this third edition: New
section on cognitive learning theory, including Arthur Shimamura, Alison Gopnik, John Flavell and
more Enhanced critical perspectives offering a deeper examination of each theory′s strengths and
weaknesses A new entry on Gloria Ladson-Billings and Critical Race Theory in education
  teaching theorists in education: Understanding and Using Educational Theories Karl
Aubrey, Alison Riley, 2018-11-24 This textbook gives readers a clear overview of a selection of the
most influential thinkers on education in the last hundred year, including established names
(Vygotsky, Bruner, Dewey), more recent thinkers (Freire, hooks, Claxton) and other key names
whose writing has helped shaped our views on teaching and learning. This second edition includes
new chapters on Albert Bandura, Dylan Wiliam and Carol Dweck. Each chapter includes: Practical
examples showing how theories can be used to inform classroom teaching Critiques of each theorist
exploring opposing viewpoints and the strengths and weaknesses of different ideas Reflective tasks
inviting you to apply what you′ve read to your own educational experiences. This book is not
available as a print inspection copy. To download an e-version click here or for more information
contact your local sales representative.
  teaching theorists in education: The Theory of Educational Sloyd Otto Aron Salomon, 1898
  teaching theorists in education: Teaching Adventure Education Theory Bob Stremba,
2009 Teaching Adventure Education Theory: Best Practices offers stimulating, fun, and engaging
activities instructors can use in assisting future adventure educators, outdoor leaders, and group
facilitators in making the connections between adventure theory and practice.
  teaching theorists in education: Educational Theory (RLE Edu K) Terence Moore, 2012-05-04
This book comes strongly to the defence of educational theory and shows that it has a structure and
integrity of its own. The author argues that the validity of educational theory may best be judged in
terms of the various assumptions made in it. His argument is illustrated by a review and critique of
some particularly influential theories of education: those of Plato, Rousseau, James Mill and John
Dewey. He stresses the need for an on-going, contemporary, general theory of education and
examines the ways in which the disciplines of psychology, sociology and philosophy can contribute to
a general theory of this kind.
  teaching theorists in education: Social Theory for Teacher Education Research Kathleen
Nolan, Jennifer Tupper, 2019-09-05 Traditionally, teacher education research theory and practice
have had a technical-rational focus on productions of knowledge, skills, performance and



accountability. Such a focus serves to (re)produce current educational systems instead of noticing
and critiquing the wider modes of domination that permeate schools and school systems. In Social
Theory for Teacher Education Research, Kathleen Nolan, Jennifer Tupper and the contributors make
arguments for drawing on social theories to inform research in teacher education - research that
moves the agenda beyond technical-rational concerns toward building a critically reflexive stance for
noticing and unpacking the socio-political contexts of schooling. The theories discussed include
Actor-Network Theory (ANT), Cultural Historical Activity Theory (CHAT) and la didactique du
plurilinguisme, and social theorists covered include Barad, Bernstein, Bourdieu, Braidotti, Deleuze,
Foucault, Heidegger, and Nussbaum. The chapters in this book make explicit how innovative social
theory-driven research can challenge and change teacher education practices and the learning
experiences of students.
  teaching theorists in education: Theories of Learning and Studies of Instructional Practice
Timothy Koschmann, 2011-04-19 This is a book about an attempt to change the way math was taught
in a particular classroom. Its title plays on our everyday usage of the terms theory and practice. In
education, these terms are conventionally treated oppositionally—we have theories about what we
should do and we have what teachers actually do do. In this way, theory stands prior, logically and
chronologically, to practice; practice inevitably becoming theory’s imperfect realization. We seek in
this volume, however, to develop a different stance with regard to the relationship between the two.
Taking the details of instructional practice as our principle object of study, we explore what role
theories of learning might play in illuminating such practices. The book is about actual practices by
which teaching is done and how contemporary theories of learning might help us understand those
practices. It seeks to provide a foundation for future practice-based inquiry in education, by
addressing the methodological question: How do we go about studying instructional practice in a
principled way?
  teaching theorists in education: Sociological Theory and Educational Reality Alan Barcan,
1993 An examination of the major classical sociological theories relevant to education and of the rise
and decline of the new sociology of education. Author also discusses the vexed questions of equality
of opportunity, the relationship between school and society, the growth of educational bureaucracies
and the roles of state, church and family in education in Australia since 1949. Includes endnotes,
tables and index.
  teaching theorists in education: Educational Theory and Jewish Studies in Conversation
Harvey Shapiro, 2012-12-08 Educational Theory and Jewish Studies in Conversation: From Volozhin
to Buczacz, by Harvey Shapiro, PhD, brings together two different fields of study—modern Jewish
studies and contemporary educational theory—to provide new theoretical frameworks for their
interaction. Although Jewish studies and education programs at secular universities have joined
denominational and transdenominational institutions of higher learning in adopting a dual or parallel
course structure, there has been little scholarly attention given to the basis for doing so. Shapiro
provides alternative theoretical frameworks for the relationship between Jewish studies and
educational theory and discusses different ways of developing and articulating these relationships
between disciplines. Shapiro shows what is at stake when students and faculty think and
communicate together across discourses—in particular, between the fields of education and Jewish
studies. Presenting an alternative to conventional notions of interdisciplinarity, this book’s import
extends to virtually all relationships between the humanities and professional education when these
different discourses illuminate and challenge one another.
  teaching theorists in education: Psychological Theory and Educational Practice H.S.N.
McFarland, 2017-09-14 Originally published in 1971, this book was a critical introduction to the
psychology of human development, learning and assessment. It was written with special attention to
the needs of students of education and teachers, keeping in view the practical implications of
psychological evidence. The author’s purpose was to provide a clear and straightforward account of
these matters, while at the same time promoting a thoughtful and critical response. If the book is to
be called a textbook, it is so in this best sense.



  teaching theorists in education: Feminist Theory and Educational Leadership Robert
Palestini, 2013-05-09 “Who is an effective leader?” has been a question posed by scholars, educators
and practitioners of leadership for centuries. Historically, leadership positions, as well as research
on leadership and effective leadership, was primarily reserved for men or masculine characteristics
With most societies traditionally following a patriarchal hierarchy, few people questioned
inequalities in leadership attainment, largely because of supernatural and/or natural explanations of
men’s natural ability and desire to lead. This book runs counter to that culture and examines the
experiences and leadership enactments of ten historically famous women leaders in hopes of gaining
insight into their uniquely female leadership styles. The ten leaders include Catherine the Great,
Jane Addams, Queen Victoria, Marie Montessori, Indira Gandhi, Golda Meir, Mother Teresa,
Margaret Thatcher, Pat Summit, and Hillary Clinton. The idea, of course, is to reflect upon these
great women’s leadership styles in order to inform one’s own leadership behavior.
  teaching theorists in education: Vygotsky's Educational Theory in Cultural Context Alex
Kozulin, 2003-09-15 This 2003 book comprehensively covers all major topics of Vygotskian
educational theory and its classroom applications.
  teaching theorists in education: The Routledge International Handbook of
Constructivist Grounded Theory in Educational Research Elaine Keane, Robert Thornberg,
2024-09-02 The Routledge International Handbook of Constructivist Grounded Theory in
Educational Research provides a comprehensive overview of the state of the art in Constructivist
Grounded Theory (CGT) methodology, including core grounded theory tenets and processes as well
as constructivist ‘adaptations’. It features CGT research from across the education sector, including
studies based in primary schooling, post-primary (second-level) schooling, and higher education.
Across 5 parts and 20 chapters, the book makes explicit how CGT techniques and processes were
implemented in the field, the way(s) in which challenges were navigated, and how educational
researchers aligned their research processes to constructivist principles. It offers exemplars of good
practice by educational researchers from Australia, Ireland, Italy, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland, the
UK, and the USA. The Handbook synthesises learning from the experiences of CGT researchers in
education to establish a framework of guidance for early career and more experienced researchers.
Additionally, it directly interrogates and considers how to address challenges in the implementation
of high-quality CGT and looks to the future of the methodology in educational research. This
Handbook provides guidance and education-specific examples to doctoral students and researchers
who wish to use or are using CGT in educational research. It will also be of significant interest to
qualitative researchers in other disciplines like sociology, psychology, and nursing.
  teaching theorists in education: Handbook of Research on Applied Learning Theory and
Design in Modern Education Railean, Elena, 2015-11-09 The field of education is in constant flux as
new theories and practices emerge to engage students and improve the learning experience.
Research advances help to make these improvements happen and are essential to the continued
improvement of education. The Handbook of Research on Applied Learning Theory and Design in
Modern Education provides international perspectives from education professors and researchers,
cyberneticists, psychologists, and instructional designers on the processes and mechanisms of the
global learning environment. Highlighting a compendium of trends, strategies, methodologies,
technologies, and models of applied learning theory and design, this publication is well-suited to
meet the research and practical needs of academics, researchers, teachers, and graduate students
as well as curriculum and instructional design professionals.
  teaching theorists in education: The Handbook of Educational Theories Beverly Irby,
Genevieve H. Brown, Rafael Lara-Aiecio, Dr. Shirley A. Jackson, 2013-03-01 Although educational
theories are presented in a variety of textbooks and in some discipline specific handbooks and
encyclopedias, no publication exists which serves as a comprehensive, consolidated collection of the
most influential and most frequently quoted and consulted theories. There is a need to put such
theories into a single, easily accessible volume. A unique feature of the Handbook is the way in
which it conveys the theories. The organization of the chapters within each section makes the



volume an easy·to-use and tu1derstandable reference tool as researchers and practitioners seek
theories to guide their research and practice and as they develop theoretical frameworks. In addition
to the traditional theories presented, the Handbook includes emerging theories for the 21st Century
as well as presenting practical examples of the use of these theories in research from dissertations
and published articles. An appendix which indicates which theories have instruments associated
with them and where those instruments can be found is also included. The Handbook consists of 12
sections. Section I provides the jntroduction with a focus on what constitutes good theory as well as
how theory guides research and practice. The remaining sections address Philosophical Educational
Constructs, Leaming Theory, Instructional Theory, Curriculum theory, Literacy and Language
Acquisition Theory, Counseling Theory, Moral Development Theory, Classroom Management Theory,
Assessment Theory, Organizational Theory, and Leadership/Management Theory. Each section
consists of an overview written by the section editor of the general theoretical concepts to be
addressed by the chapter authors. Each chapter within the section will include (a) a description of
the theory with goals, assumptions, and aspects particular to the theory, (b) the original
development of and interactions of the theory, (c) validation of the theory, (d) generalizability of the
theory across cultures, ethnicities, and genders, (e) the use and application of the theory, (f)
critiques of the theory, (g) any instruments associated with the theory, and (h) two to five particular
studies exemplifying particular theories as individuals have used them in theoretical framework of
dissertations or published articles and be written by the original theorist or prominent contributors
to the theory. The Handbook is intended for graduate students enrolled in research courses or
completing theses and dissertations. Additionally, professors of all educational disciplines in the
social scierices would be an interested audience. There is also potential use of the text as
administrators, counselors, and teachers in schools use theory to guide practice. As more inquiry is
being promoted among school leaders, this book has more meaning for practitioners.
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