
teaching strategies for preschool teachers
teaching strategies for preschool teachers are essential tools that foster early childhood
development and create a positive learning environment. Effective preschool teaching methods focus
on nurturing cognitive, social, emotional, and motor skills through age-appropriate activities and
interactions. This article explores various approaches that preschool educators can implement to
enhance student engagement and learning outcomes. It covers techniques such as play-based
learning, differentiated instruction, and the use of positive reinforcement. Additionally, it highlights
the importance of classroom management and communication strategies tailored to young learners.
Understanding and applying these strategies can significantly improve a teacher's ability to support
diverse learning needs and promote a well-rounded early education experience. Below is an overview
of the main topics discussed in this article.

Play-Based Learning Techniques

Differentiated Instruction in Preschool

Positive Reinforcement and Behavior Management

Developing Social and Emotional Skills

Effective Communication with Preschoolers

Play-Based Learning Techniques
Play-based learning is a fundamental teaching strategy for preschool teachers, emphasizing learning
through engaging, hands-on activities. This approach encourages children to explore their
environment, make decisions, and develop critical thinking skills naturally. It supports the
development of creativity, collaboration, and problem-solving abilities in a low-pressure setting.

Types of Play in Preschool Education
Various forms of play contribute to comprehensive learning experiences, including:

Free play: Unstructured time for children to choose activities freely, fostering autonomy and
imagination.

Guided play: Teacher-facilitated activities that have specific learning objectives while
maintaining child-led exploration.

Structured play: Planned activities designed to teach particular skills or concepts.



Benefits of Play-Based Learning
Incorporating play into the curriculum helps preschoolers develop language skills, social competence,
and motor coordination. It also promotes emotional regulation and self-confidence, which are crucial
during early childhood. Teachers employing play-based strategies create a stimulating environment
that meets the developmental needs of each child.

Differentiated Instruction in Preschool
Differentiated instruction is a core teaching strategy for preschool teachers aimed at addressing the
diverse learning styles, abilities, and interests of young children. Tailoring educational experiences
ensures that all students are challenged appropriately and supported effectively.

Assessing Individual Needs
Successful differentiation begins with understanding each child's unique strengths and areas for
growth. Preschool teachers use observations, developmental checklists, and informal assessments to
gather information about students’ skills and preferences.

Implementing Differentiated Activities
Teachers can modify content, process, and products to suit individual learners by:

Providing varied materials that cater to different sensory and cognitive needs.

Offering multiple ways to engage with concepts, such as visual aids, hands-on manipulatives, or
storytelling.

Allowing children to demonstrate understanding through creative projects, verbal responses, or
physical activities.

Positive Reinforcement and Behavior Management
Positive reinforcement is a vital teaching strategy for preschool teachers to encourage desirable
behaviors and create a supportive classroom atmosphere. Effective behavior management techniques
help maintain order while promoting respect and cooperation among young learners.

Techniques for Positive Reinforcement
Preschool educators can use several methods to reinforce positive behavior, such as:

Verbal praise that is specific and sincere.



Reward systems like sticker charts or tokens.

Nonverbal cues, including smiles and thumbs-up gestures.

Establishing Clear Rules and Routines
Setting consistent expectations and predictable routines helps children feel secure and understand
boundaries. Teachers should communicate rules clearly and model appropriate behavior to guide
preschoolers effectively.

Developing Social and Emotional Skills
Teaching strategies for preschool teachers must incorporate activities that foster social and emotional
development. These skills are critical for children’s overall well-being and future academic success.

Promoting Empathy and Cooperation
Group activities and role-playing scenarios allow children to practice sharing, taking turns, and
understanding others’ feelings. Teachers can facilitate discussions about emotions to build empathy
and conflict resolution abilities.

Encouraging Self-Regulation
Preschoolers benefit from learning techniques to manage their emotions and behaviors. Strategies
include teaching deep breathing exercises, providing calm-down spaces, and reinforcing patience and
impulse control.

Effective Communication with Preschoolers
Clear and supportive communication is a key teaching strategy for preschool teachers to connect with
their students and foster a positive learning environment. Adapting language and interaction styles to
the developmental level of preschoolers enhances understanding and engagement.

Using Age-Appropriate Language
Teachers should use simple sentences, clear instructions, and expressive tone to capture children’s
attention. Repetition and visual supports help reinforce messages and facilitate comprehension.



Listening and Responding to Children
Active listening validates preschoolers’ thoughts and feelings, encouraging them to express
themselves confidently. Responding thoughtfully promotes language development and strengthens
teacher-student relationships.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some effective teaching strategies for preschool
teachers to engage young learners?
Effective teaching strategies for preschool teachers include using play-based learning, incorporating
hands-on activities, storytelling, using visual aids, and encouraging social interaction to engage young
learners.

How can preschool teachers support diverse learning styles in
their classrooms?
Preschool teachers can support diverse learning styles by incorporating a mix of auditory, visual, and
kinesthetic activities, offering choices in learning materials, and adapting lessons to meet individual
children's needs and interests.

What role does play-based learning have in preschool
teaching strategies?
Play-based learning is central to preschool teaching strategies as it promotes creativity, social skills,
problem-solving, and cognitive development by allowing children to explore and learn through play.

How can preschool teachers effectively manage classroom
behavior?
Preschool teachers can manage classroom behavior by establishing clear routines and expectations,
using positive reinforcement, providing consistent consequences, and creating a supportive and
engaging learning environment.

What strategies can preschool teachers use to foster
language development?
To foster language development, preschool teachers can engage children in conversations, read
aloud regularly, introduce new vocabulary, use songs and rhymes, and encourage storytelling and
expressive activities.

How important is parent involvement in preschool teaching



strategies?
Parent involvement is crucial as it reinforces learning at home, supports children’s development, and
fosters a collaborative relationship between teachers and families to better meet the child’s needs.

What are some strategies to support social and emotional
development in preschoolers?
Strategies include teaching empathy through role-playing, encouraging cooperative play, modeling
positive behavior, providing opportunities for children to express emotions, and creating a safe and
nurturing classroom environment.

How can technology be integrated into preschool teaching
strategies effectively?
Technology can be integrated effectively by using age-appropriate educational apps, interactive
whiteboards, and digital storytelling tools while ensuring screen time is limited and balanced with
hands-on activities.

What assessment methods are suitable for preschool teachers
to track student progress?
Suitable assessment methods include observational assessments, portfolios of children's work,
developmental checklists, and informal conversations that help teachers understand each child's
growth and learning needs.

Additional Resources
1. Teaching with Intention: Defining Beliefs, Aligning Practice, Taking Action in Preschool
This book offers preschool teachers a reflective approach to their teaching strategies by encouraging
them to define their educational beliefs clearly. It provides practical guidance on aligning daily
classroom practices with those beliefs to create meaningful learning experiences. The author
emphasizes intentionality as a key to fostering a nurturing and effective preschool environment.

2. The Whole-Brain Child: 12 Revolutionary Strategies to Nurture Your Child’s Developing Mind
Although geared towards parents as well, this book is invaluable for preschool educators seeking to
understand brain development in young children. It presents 12 strategies grounded in neuroscience
that help teachers foster emotional and intellectual growth. The techniques support classroom
management and social-emotional learning in early childhood settings.

3. Intentional Teaching: Promoting Learning and Development in Early Childhood
This resource focuses on purposeful teaching methods that promote holistic development in
preschoolers. It outlines strategies for planning, observing, and assessing children’s learning to tailor
instruction effectively. Teachers will find practical examples and tools to enhance their educational
impact.

4. Powerful Interactions: How to Connect with Children to Extend Their Learning



This book emphasizes the importance of building strong relationships with children to extend their
learning opportunities. It provides strategies for meaningful conversations, active listening, and
scaffolding children’s thinking. Preschool teachers can use this guide to deepen engagement and
support children’s cognitive and social development.

5. Play: How It Shapes the Brain, Opens the Imagination, and Invigorates the Soul
Focusing on the critical role of play in early childhood education, this book offers insight into how play
enhances learning and development. It presents research-backed strategies for integrating purposeful
play into the preschool curriculum. Teachers will learn how to create environments that stimulate
creativity and problem-solving.

6. Guiding Children’s Social Development and Learning
This book provides a comprehensive look at social development in young children and effective
teaching strategies to support it. It offers practical advice on fostering cooperation, empathy, and
conflict resolution in the classroom. Preschool teachers will gain tools to promote positive social
interactions and a supportive learning community.

7. Teaching Strategies for Early Childhood: Becoming a Reflective Teacher
Designed for both new and experienced preschool teachers, this book encourages reflective practice
to improve teaching effectiveness. It covers a range of instructional strategies, assessment
techniques, and classroom management approaches. The reflective framework helps teachers
continuously adapt and enhance their teaching methods.

8. Emergent Curriculum in Early Childhood Settings: From Theory to Practice
This title explores the emergent curriculum approach, where teaching is guided by children’s interests
and developmental needs. It offers strategies for observation, documentation, and planning that
respond to children’s natural curiosity. Preschool teachers can use this approach to create dynamic,
child-centered learning experiences.

9. Learning Through Play in the Preschool Classroom: A Critical Approach
This book critically examines the role of play in preschool education and provides strategies for
integrating intentional play-based learning. It highlights the balance between child-led and teacher-
guided activities to support developmental goals. Teachers will find practical ideas for designing play
experiences that foster cognitive, social, and emotional growth.
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  teaching strategies for preschool teachers: Diversified Teaching Strategies for Early
Childhood Classrooms J. Amos Hatch, 2025-07-31 This book aims to broaden the teaching
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methods—each chapter focuses on a different pedagogical approach, explaining what it is, why it’s
important, and how it can be implemented in Pre-K–3 classrooms. Chapters conclude with detailed
examples of how the strategies can be utilized to cover specific instructional objectives drawn from
published standards. Diversified Teaching Strategies for Early Childhood Classrooms is essential
reading for undergraduate students studying early childhood education, as well as graduate
students, early childhood teacher educators, and any practicing Pre-K–Grade 3 teachers. It offers
readers a richer set of tools for making good decisions about how to teach real content in ways that
are effective and meet the needs of young children in a complex and rapidly changing world.
  teaching strategies for preschool teachers: Research on Teaching Strategies and Skills
in Different Educational Stages Pedro Gil-Madrona, Linda Saraiva, Luisa Losada-Puente,
2025-03-19 The teaching practice becomes a reciprocal activity in the classroom when teachers
apply their creativity and their knowledge resulting from research and scientific evidence in the
didactic teaching process, with the purpose of strengthening in the students, the key competencies
of their training, turning students at the core of the didactic process. Teaching strategies must be
articulated from previous research and planning and designed sequentially to promote real and
interesting learning scenarios and thereby achieve significant learning. From this perspective, of
teaching-learning strategies, the reciprocal interaction between the student and the teacher
becomes the focus of attention, with a playful, motivating, interesting and rewarding approach for
the learner. The role of the teacher is conceived as fundamental in the teaching process to achieve
the link between teaching, learning, and evaluation strategies. For this reason, multidisciplinary
studies are welcome, from all stages of the educational system, with quantitative, qualitative, and
mixed approaches and reviews, promoting good teaching practices of reflection and innovation from
these studies.
  teaching strategies for preschool teachers: Challenges of Modern Educational Strategies
Through the Prism of the Teacher Jerneja Herzog, The scientific monograph entitled Challenges of
Modern Educational Strategies Through the Prism of the Teacher explores contemporary trends in
education and beyond. It highlights the teacher’s crucial role in the educational process, offering an
insightful, in-depth, and scholarly analysis. While concerns about the future of teaching in an era
dominated by artificial intelligence are valid, this work reaffirms that teachers remain indispensable.
Raising public awareness of this issue is essential, and perhaps, over time, teachers will reclaim
their rightful social significance. Let this monograph serve as a first step in that direction.
  teaching strategies for preschool teachers: The Preschool Teacher's Guide to Navigating
Challenges Pasquale De Marco, 2025-07-26 This book is a comprehensive guide for preschool
teachers on how to navigate the challenges of the profession and create a positive and stimulating
learning environment for all children. It covers a wide range of topics, including: * Communicating
effectively with parents * Managing difficult children * Resolving conflict among staff * Handling
emergencies and accidents *Maintaining a safe and healthy environment * Planning and
implementing the curriculum * Working with children from diverse backgrounds * Advocating for
the importance of early childhood education This book is essential reading for all preschool teachers
who want to create a positive and productive learning environment for all children. It is also a
valuable resource for parents who want to support their child's preschool experience. In today's
ever-changing world, it is more important than ever to provide our children with a strong foundation
for success. Preschool teachers play a vital role in this process by providing children with the skills
and knowledge they need to succeed in school and in life. This book is a valuable resource for
preschool teachers who are committed to providing all children with a high-quality preschool
experience. It is also a valuable resource for parents who want to support their child's preschool
experience and ensure that they are getting the best possible start in life. This book is written in a
clear and concise style, and it is filled with practical advice and strategies that can be implemented
immediately. It is also a valuable resource for preschool administrators and policy makers who want
to improve the quality of preschool education in their communities. I hope that this book will help
preschool teachers overcome the challenges they face and create a positive and productive learning



environment for all children. I also hope that it will inspire parents to become more involved in their
child's preschool experience and advocate for the importance of early childhood education. If you
like this book, write a review!
  teaching strategies for preschool teachers: Methods for Teaching in Early Education
Jennifer Ledford, Justin D. Lane, Erin E. Barton, 2019-03-04 Methods for Teaching in Early
Education is a comprehensive textbook offering a thorough introduction to early childhood teaching
methods, with a particular focus on inclusive practices. Aligned with both NAEYC standards and
CEC’s Division for Early Childhood recommended practices, this text explores various early
childhood teaching principles and strategies, providing useful guidance for identifying and choosing
between approaches. Covering topics from child-directed strategies to working with professionals in
early childhood, the authors provide extensive support to prepare teachers for classroom planning
and instruction. Each chapter opens and closes with representative vignettes of the challenges faced
by today’s early educators, and helpfully highlights key terms and objectives to inform learning
goals. With the addition of sample worksheets, suggested exercises and helpful references, this book
fully supports future teachers in understanding how they might implement these strategies in
practice. Methods for Teaching in Early Education will prove indispensable for students of teaching
methods courses in both general and special education programs, providing a comprehensive
introduction to early childhood teaching strategies relevant for today’s inclusive classrooms.
  teaching strategies for preschool teachers: 50 Early Childhood Literacy Strategies Janice J.
Beaty, 2013 50 Early Childhood Literacy Strategies is the answer to the early childhood teacher's
dilemma of how to teach reading to children 3, 4, and 5 years of age as mandated by the state and
national governments. This book presents an easy-to-use, easy-to-understand approach involving
young children's own emergence into the world of speaking and listening, reading and writing.
Teachers will quickly learn what picture books and activities to use with children, how to use them,
and how children can benefit from their use. They will learn what to expect as young children's
writing emerges from scribbles to pictures and real words. Finally, they will come to terms with the
concept of emergent literacy as it appears in preschool children and evolves into conventional
literacy as it is taught in elementary school.
  teaching strategies for preschool teachers: Instructional Strategies for Students With Mild,
Moderate, and Severe Intellectual Disability Richard M. Gargiulo, Emily C. Bouck, 2017-01-20
Strategies for Students with Mild, Moderate, and Severe Intellectual Disabilities is a textbook for
undergraduate and graduate students enrolled in special and general education teacher preparation
programs (as well as practicing professionals) offering a solid, research based text on instructional
methodologies for teaching students with intellectual disability across the spectrum of intellectual
abilities. The book addresses both academic and functional curricula in addition to behavioral
interventions. Additionally, Instructional Strategies for Students Mild, Moderate, and Severe
Intellectual Disability adopts developmental or life span approach covering preschool through
adolescence and young adulthood.
  teaching strategies for preschool teachers: Preschool Teachers’ Lives and Work Robert
V. Bullough Jr., Kendra M. Hall-Kenyon, 2017-08-29 Preschool Teachers’ Lives and Work focuses on
preschool teachers as people, what they do, and how they are affected by what they do. Highly
politicized and hotly debated, preschool today is increasingly focused on comparatively narrow views
of school readiness and academic outcomes which are generally in opposition to the broader view of
readiness proposed by NAEYC. This powerful book, based around interviews and data drawn
primarily from Head Start programs, illustrates the profound humanity of this profession and
underscores the pressing and insistent need for greater investments in teachers’ well-being.
  teaching strategies for preschool teachers: Literacy Cate Heroman, Candy Jones, 2004
Literacy: The Creative Curriculum® Approach shows teachers how to create literacy learning
opportunities within the framework of a comprehensive, integrated curriculum. This book provides a
review of the most up-to-date research about literacy development and throuoghly describes the
seven components of literacy in detail: literacy as a source of enjoyment, vocabulary and language,



phonological awareness, knowledge of print, letters and words, comprehension, and books and other
texts.
  teaching strategies for preschool teachers: Early Childhood Teachers‘ Professional
Competence in Mathematics Simone Dunekacke, Aljoscha Jegodtka, Thomas Koinzer, Katja Eilerts,
Lars Jenßen, 2021-09-30 This edited volume presents cutting-edge research on the professional
competence of early childhood mathematics teachers. It considers professional knowledge,
motivational-affective dispositions, skills and performance in early childhood mathematics and
outlines future fields of research in this area. The book argues that it is essential for early childhood
teachers to prepare a high-quality learning environment and that mathematical competence is highly
relevant for children’s individual development. Bringing together research from mathematics
education, educational science and psychology, it integrates international perspectives and
considers the contextual factors that affect the development of children’s mathematical competence
within Early Childhood Education and Care (ECEC) settings. The book uses a model to describe
professional teacher competence that considers the dispositions of early childhood teachers,
situation-specific skills of early childhood teachers and the performance of early childhood teachers.
The book is the first of its kind to give a comprehensive overview and allows for integrative
perspectives and interdisciplinary understanding regarding pre- and in-service ECEC teachers’
professional competence in the domain of mathematics. It will be essential reading for academics,
researchers and students of early childhood education, mathematics education and teacher
education. Chapters 5, 6, and 13 of this book are freely available as downloadable Open Access PDFs
at http://www.taylorfrancis.com under a Creative Commons Attribution-Non Commercial-No
Derivatives (CC-BY-NC-ND) 4.0 license.
  teaching strategies for preschool teachers: Curriculum-Based Professional Learning in
Early Childhood Education: Conceptualization, Implementation and Evaluation Weipeng
Yang, Alfredo Bautista, Hui Li, 2023-08-22
  teaching strategies for preschool teachers: Teaching Young Children: Choices In
Theory And Practice Mac Naughton, Glenda, Williams, Gillian, 2008-11-01 This book presents
early childhood students and staff with a broad and diverse range of teaching techniques to support
children's learning. It examines 26 techniques ranging from simple ones, such as describing and
listening, to more complex methods, such as deconstruction and scaffolding. The strategies selected
are derived from the best current research knowledge about how young children learn. A detailed
evaluation of each strategy enables childcare staff, early childhood teachers and students to expand
their repertoire of teaching strategies and to critically evaluate their own teaching in early childhood
settings. Vignettes and examples show how early childhood staff use the techniques to support
children's learning and help to bring the discussion of each technique to life. Revised and updated in
light of the latest research, new features include: * Coverage of the phonics debate * Addition of ICT
content * Questions for further discussion * Revision to the chapter on problem solving * Updated
referencing throughout Teaching Young Children is key reading for students and experienced early
childhood staff working in diverse settings with young children.
  teaching strategies for preschool teachers: Resources in Education , 2001-10
  teaching strategies for preschool teachers: Foundations of Education: Instructional
strategies for teaching children and youths with visual impairments M. Cay Holbrook, Alan J.
Koenig, 2000
  teaching strategies for preschool teachers: Research in Education , 1972
  teaching strategies for preschool teachers: Co-Teaching Evolved Matthew Rhoads, Belinda
Dunnick Karge, 2024-10-01 With technology and artificial intelligence playing a growing role in
education, traditional co-teaching strategies require an update. The authors offer a revived approach
to co-teaching that accounts for pressing topics in today’s classroom. PreK–12 teachers will learn to
create collaborative co-teaching partnerships and navigate key co-teaching components—such as
lesson design, conflict resolution, and communication with stakeholders—with research-backed tools
and strategies. PreK–12 teachers as well as school and district leaders can use this book to:



Incorporate digital technology tools such as ed tech and artificial intelligence into lessons Plan and
design co-taught lessons based on research-backed instructional strategies Understand how to
involve specialists in co-teaching planning and decisions Learn and adopt the mindset and
communication skills behind thriving co-teaching partnerships Establish and cultivate a culture of
collaboration with co-teachers and stakeholders Contents: Introduction Chapter 1: Navigating
Co-Teaching Partnerships Chapter 2: Introducing Co-Teaching Strategies Chapter 3: Building and
Maintaining Co-Teaching Relationships Chapter 4: Synthesizing Efficacy, Attitude, and Essential
Agreements Chapter 5: Planning and Designing Lessons Chapter 6: Integrating Instructional
Strategies With Co-Teaching Strategies Chapter 7: Co-Teaching in Classrooms Without Boundaries
Chapter 8: Integrating Specialists Into Co-Teaching Chapter 9: Co-Teaching in PreK and Early
Childhood Settings Chapter 10: Cultivating a Culture of Co-Teaching Epilogue: Moving Forward as a
Co-Teacher References and Resources Index
  teaching strategies for preschool teachers: Handbook of Early Childhood Special Education
Brian Reichow, Brian A. Boyd, Erin E. Barton, Samuel L. Odom, 2016-06-21 This handbook discusses
early childhood special education (ECSE), with particular focus on evidence-based practices.
Coverage spans core intervention areas in ECSE, such as literacy, motor skills, and social
development as well as diverse contexts for services, including speech-language pathology, physical
therapy, and pediatrics. Contributors offer strategies for planning, implementing, modifying, and
adapting interventions to help young learners extend their benefits into the higher grades.
Concluding chapters emphasize the importance of research in driving evidence-based practices
(EBP). Topics featured in the Handbook include: Family-centered practices in early childhood
intervention. The application of Response to Intervention (RtI) in young children with identified
disabilities. Motor skills acquisition for young children with disabilities. Implementing
evidence-based practices in ECSE classrooms. · Cultural, ethnic, and linguistic implications for
ECSE. The Handbook of Early Childhood Special Education is a must-have resource for researchers,
professors, upper-level undergraduate and graduate students, clinicians, and practitioners across
such disciplines as child and school psychology, early childhood education, clinical social work,
speech and physical therapy, developmental psychology, behavior therapy, and public health.
  teaching strategies for preschool teachers: Modern Early Childhood Teacher Education:
Theories and Practice Badea, Mihaela, Suditu, Mihaela, 2024-01-22 Early childhood education is
the decisive period of a student’s life experience where the foundations for lifelong learning are laid.
A dynamic interplay of individual and collective experiences unfolds within its organized
environment, fostering holistic growth, development, and the safeguarding of young minds. The
significance of these formative years cannot be overstated; they are a cornerstone of education,
shaping more than half of an individual’s future learning trajectory. In a world driven by
international imperatives and national priorities, the establishment of robust early education policies
has emerged as a pressing need within the broader Early Childhood Development program. Modern
Early Childhood Teacher Education: Theories and Practice delves into the multifaceted tapestry of
early school education, dissecting its historical underpinnings while navigating the complexities of
contemporary educational paradigms. The book unfurls a comprehensive exploration of diverse
global early schooling systems, dissecting their historical trajectories and contemporary challenges.
It assumes the role of a scholarly guide, not only for practicing early education teachers but also for
aspiring educators preparing to embark on their journey into the realm of pre-school and primary
education. Additionally, it stands as a forum for the global exchange of pedagogical insights,
fostering a community of academics, researchers, and practitioners committed to advancing the field
of early education. The pages of this book resonate with the echoes of critical topics such as
contemporary challenges in early schooling systems, innovative teaching resources tailored for
young learners, the intricate nuances of digital education in the formative years, and the pivotal role
of early education as a catalyst for broader educational and cultural policies.
  teaching strategies for preschool teachers: Handbook of International Perspectives on Early
Childhood Education Jaipaul L. Roopnarine, James E. Johnson, Suzanne Flannery Quinn, Michael M.



Patte, 2018-02-21 The Handbook of International Perspectives on Early Childhood Education
provides a groundbreaking compilation of research from an interdisciplinary group of distinguished
experts in early childhood education (ECE), child development, cultural and cross-cultural research
in the psychological sciences, etc. The chapters provide current overviews of ECE in Latin America
and the Caribbean, the Middle East, Asia, Australia, Africa, Europe, the US, and Canada, and convey
how ECE is multi-sectorial, multi-cultural, and multi-disciplinary, undergirded by such disciplines as
neuroscience, psychological anthropology, cross-cultural human development, childhood studies,
and political science.
  teaching strategies for preschool teachers: Preparing Informal Science Educators Patricia G
Patrick, 2017-01-16 This book provides a diverse look at various aspects of preparing informal
science educators. Much has been published about the importance of preparing formal classroom
educators, but little has been written about the importance, need, and best practices for training
professionals who teach in aquariums, camps, parks, museums, etc. The reader will find that as a
collective the chapters of the book are well-related and paint a clear picture that there are varying
ways to approach informal educator preparation, but all are important. The volume is divided into
five topics: Defining Informal Science Education, Professional Development, Designing Programs,
Zone of Reflexivity: The Space Between Formal and Informal Educators, and Public Communication.
The authors have written chapters for practitioners, researchers and those who are interested in
assessment and evaluation, formal and informal educator preparation, gender equity, place-based
education, professional development, program design, reflective practice, and science
communication. Readers will draw meaning and usefulness from the array of professional
perspectives and be stimulated to begin a quest to scaffold programs and professional development
around the frameworks described in this book.
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