teacher unions in virginia

teacher unions in virginia play a critical role in advocating for the rights, working conditions, and
professional standards of educators across the Commonwealth. These unions serve as a collective voice for
teachers, influencing educational policy, negotiating labor contracts, and providing support for member
educators. Understanding the landscape of teacher unions in Virginia is essential for grasping how
educational labor relations operate within the state. This article delves into the history, major organizations,
key issues, legal framework, and the impact of teacher unions on education in Virginia. By exploring these
facets, readers will gain a comprehensive view of the significance and challenges facing teacher unions in

this region.
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Overview of Teacher Unions in Virginia

Teacher unions in Virginia function as organized groups that represent educators in both public and private
school systems. They primarily focus on protecting the interests of teachers, promoting fair labor practices,
and enhancing the quality of education. These unions engage in collective bargaining with school districts
to negotiate salaries, benefits, working conditions, and other employment terms. Additionally, they play an
active role in political advocacy, lobbying for education funding and policy reforms that benefit teachers
and students alike. Teacher unions contribute to professional development and provide legal support to

members facing workplace challenges.

Historical Context

The emergence of teacher unions in Virginia dates back to the early 20th century, evolving alongside
national labor movements. Over time, these organizations have grown in membership and influence,
adapting to changes in education policy and labor law. The history of teacher unions in Virginia reflects

broader social and political shifts, including debates over public education funding, teacher tenure, and labor



rights. Understanding this history provides insight into the current structure and priorities of teacher

unions within the state.

Role in the Education System

Teacher unions in Virginia serve multiple roles beyond labor negotiations. They act as advocates for
educational equity, support initiatives that improve classroom resources, and promote policies aimed at
student success. Moreover, unions help cultivate a professional community among educators by offering
networking opportunities, training programs, and resources for career advancement. Their presence

impacts not only educators but also the broader educational environment in Virginia.

Major Teacher Unions in Virginia

Several prominent teacher unions operate within Virginia, each with distinct memberships, objectives, and
areas of influence. These unions represent thousands of educators and are key stakeholders in the state's

education sector.

Virginia Education Association (VEA)

The Virginia Education Association is the largest and most influential teacher union in the state.
Representing public school teachers, support staff, and higher education faculty, the VEA advocates for
improved teacher pay, benefits, and classroom conditions. It also engages in lobbying efforts at the state
legislature to influence education policy and funding decisions. The VEA offers professional development

opportunities and resources aimed at enhancing teaching effectiveness.

National Education Association (NEA) Virginia

As a state affiliate of the National Education Association, NEA Virginia supports teacher unions across the
Commonwealth by providing organizational resources, legal assistance, and advocacy expertise. It works
closely with local unions to coordinate collective bargaining and political campaigns. NEA Virginia also

focuses on promoting diversity, equity, and inclusion within Virginia's schools.

American Federation of Teachers (AFT) Virginia

AFT Virginia represents educators in various school districts and higher education institutions. The union
prioritizes issues such as fair wages, workplace safety, and professional standards. It participates in collective
bargaining and legislative advocacy efforts to improve the working conditions of teachers and support staff.

AFT Virginia also emphasizes social justice initiatives and community engagement.



Local Teacher Associations

In addition to statewide unions, numerous local teacher associations operate within individual school
districts. These organizations address specific regional concerns and work closely with district administrators
to resolve labor issues. Local associations often serve as the frontline advocates for teachers, providing direct

support and representation in employment matters.

Legal Framework Governing Teacher Unions

The operation of teacher unions in Virginia is shaped by a complex legal framework that defines their
rights, responsibilities, and limitations. This framework ensures that unions function within established

labor laws and educational regulations.

Collective Bargaining Laws

Virginia's laws regulate collective bargaining between teacher unions and school districts. While public
employees in Virginia do not have a statutory right to strike, unions are permitted to negotiate over wages,
hours, and working conditions. The legal environment requires unions to follow specific procedures for

contract negotiations and dispute resolution, often involving mediation or fact-finding.

Right-to-Work Legislation

Virginia is a right-to-work state, which means that teachers are not required to join a union or pay union
dues as a condition of employment. This legislation impacts union membership levels and financial
resources. Teacher unions navigate this environment by emphasizing the benefits of membership and

engaging in member recruitment and retention strategies.

Governmental and Educational Policies

Various state and federal policies also affect teacher unions in Virginia, including regulations on teacher
certification, tenure, and performance evaluations. Unions often advocate for policies that protect teacher
rights and promote fair evaluation systems. Additionally, education funding formulas and budget allocations

influence union negotiations and priorities.

Key Issues and Advocacy Efforts

Teacher unions in Virginia focus on a range of issues critical to educators’ professional lives and the quality

of education delivered to students. Their advocacy efforts address both immediate workplace concerns and



long-term policy goals.

Teacher Compensation and Benefits

One of the central issues for teacher unions is securing competitive salaries and comprehensive benefits
packages. Unions negotiate for pay raises, health insurance, retirement plans, and other benefits to ensure
financial security for educators. Addressing compensation disparities and advocating for increased education

funding remain ongoing priorities.

Classroom Conditions and Resources

Teacher unions advocate for manageable class sizes, adequate instructional materials, and safe working
environments. These factors directly affect teaching quality and student outcomes. Unions lobby for

increased funding to improve school infrastructure, technology access, and support services for students.

Professional Development and Career Growth

Supporting ongoing professional development is a key focus for teacher unions. They promote access to
training programs, workshops, and advanced certifications that help educators improve their skills and
advance their careers. Unions also work to ensure that professional development opportunities are funded

and accessible.

Equity and Social Justice Initiatives

Many teacher unions in Virginia engage in advocacy for equity and inclusion within schools. This includes
addressing disparities in educational opportunities, combating discrimination, and promoting culturally
responsive teaching practices. Unions often partner with community organizations to advance social justice

causes related to education.

Teacher salary increases and funding campaigns

Efforts to reduce class sizes

Advocacy for improved school safety measures

Promotion of teacher mentorship programs

Support for policies addressing student mental health



Impact of Teacher Unions on Virginia Education

Teacher unions in Virginia have a measurable impact on the state’s education system through their
influence on policy, labor relations, and classroom environments. Their efforts contribute to shaping the

professional landscape of teaching and the overall effectiveness of public education.

Influence on Education Policy

Unions play a significant role in shaping education policy at both the state and local levels. By engaging
with legislators and education officials, they influence decisions on school funding, curriculum standards,
and teacher evaluation systems. Their advocacy helps ensure that teacher perspectives are considered in

policymaking processes.

Improvement of Teacher Working Conditions

Through collective bargaining and advocacy, teacher unions have secured improvements in working
conditions, including better pay, benefits, and safer school environments. These enhancements contribute to

higher teacher retention rates and greater job satisfaction among educators.

Contribution to Student Success

By advocating for adequate resources and professional support, teacher unions indirectly support student
achievement. Well-supported teachers are better equipped to deliver quality instruction and address
diverse student needs. Union efforts to promote smaller class sizes and equitable access to educational tools

further benefit student learning outcomes.

Challenges and Criticisms

Despite their positive contributions, teacher unions in Virginia also face challenges and criticisms. Issues
such as resistance to certain education reforms, debates over tenure protections, and the impact of right-to-
work laws on union strength are ongoing topics of discussion. Unions continue to adapt strategies to address

these challenges while maintaining their core mission.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the role of teacher unions in Virginia?

Teacher unions in Virginia advocate for educators' rights, better wages, improved working conditions, and

influence education policy at the state and local levels.

Are teacher unions in Virginia allowed to collectively bargain?

Yes, teacher unions in Virginia have the right to collectively bargain over salaries, benefits, and working

conditions, although the scope and process can vary by school district.

Which are the main teacher unions operating in Virginia?

The primary teacher unions in Virginia include the Virginia Education Association (VEA) and the Virginia

Federation of Teachers (VFT), both affiliated with national organizations.

How do teacher unions in Virginia impact education policy?

Teacher unions in Virginia actively lobby lawmakers, participate in education committees, and mobilize

members to influence legislation affecting public education funding, standards, and teacher evaluations.

Have there been recent teacher strikes or protests in Virginia?

While Virginia has seen some teacher protests and advocacy events, large-scale strikes are less common due
to state labor laws and the emphasis on negotiation; however, teachers have organized walkouts to demand

better pay and resources.

How do Virginia teacher unions support professional development?

Teacher unions in Virginia often provide professional development opportunities, workshops, and resources

to help educators improve their skills and stay current with educational best practices.

‘What challenges do teacher unions in Virginia currently face?

Challenges include political opposition to union influence, debates over education funding, changes in labor

laws, and the need to address teacher shortages and retention issues in the state.

Additional Resources

1. Teachers United: The History of Teacher Unions in Virginia



This book offers a comprehensive history of teacher unions in Virginia, tracing their origins from the early
20th century to the present day. It explores key legislative battles, major strikes, and the evolving role of
unions in shaping educational policy. Through interviews and archival research, the book highlights the

challenges and triumphs of educators advocating for fair wages and better working conditions.

2. Collective Voices: Teacher Unionism and Education Reform in Virginia

"Collective Voices" delves into the impact of teacher unions on education reform efforts in Virginia. The
author examines the complex relationship between unions, school districts, and state government, focusing
on how collective bargaining influences policy decisions. Case studies of recent reforms illustrate the power

and limitations of union activism in shaping public education.

3. Striking for Change: Virginia Teachers and the Fight for Fair Contracts

This title chronicles several significant teacher strikes in Virginia, highlighting the motivations, strategies,
and outcomes of union-led labor actions. It provides an insider’s perspective on the negotiation process and

the community support that helped drive change. The book also discusses the broader implications of these

strikes for labor rights in the education sector.

4. Union Strong: Leadership and Advocacy in Virginia’s Teacher Unions

Focusing on the leadership within Virginia’s teacher unions, this book profiles key figures who have
shaped union strategies and policies. It explores how leaders balance the needs of educators with political
realities, and how they build coalitions to advance their causes. The narrative sheds light on the personal

stories behind union activism.

5. Education Under Pressure: Teacher Unions and Policy Challenges in Virginia

This book examines the challenges faced by teacher unions in Virginia amid changing political landscapes
and education policies. Topics include budget cuts, standardized testing, and privatization efforts, as well as
unions’ responses to these pressures. The author analyzes how teacher unions adapt and resist in an

environment of continuous reform.

6. The Voices of Virginia Educators: Union Membership and Teacher Identity

Through surveys and interviews, this book explores how union membership influences teacher identity
and professional commitment in Virginia. It considers the social and cultural aspects of belonging to a union
and how it affects teachers’ perceptions of their roles. The study offers insights into the everyday

experiences of unionized educators.

7. From Collective Bargaining to Classroom Impact: Teacher Unions in Virginia Public Schools

This title investigates the direct effects of union agreements on classroom environments and student
outcomes in Virginia. It discusses how contract provisions related to class size, resources, and professional
development translate into educational quality. The book provides evidence-based analysis of union

contributions to public education.

8. Virginia’s Teachers Unite: Grassroots Organizing and Union Growth

"Virginia’s Teachers Unite" focuses on grassroots movements that have fueled the growth of teacher unions



across the state. It highlights community involvement, local activism, and the role of social media in
mobilizing educators. The book presents a dynamic picture of union expansion and its implications for

education advocacy.

9. Legal Battles and Teacher Rights: Court Cases Shaping Virginia’s Teacher Unions

This book reviews landmark legal cases that have defined the rights and limitations of teacher unions in
Virginia. It covers issues such as collective bargaining rights, strikes, and political activities. By analyzing
court decisions, the author illuminates the legal framework within which Virginia’s teacher unions

operate.
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teacher unions in virginia: Teacher Unions and Social Justice Michael Charney, Jesse
Hagopian, Bob Peterson, 2021-04-03 Teacher Unions and Social Justice is an anthology of more than
60 articles documenting the history and the how-tos of social justice unionism. Together, they
describe the growing movement to forge multiracial alliances with communities to defend and
transform public education. Book Review 1: “The fight for justice - the fight for educational justice -
is achieved by community wins. As more unions join forces with their communities to engage in
social justice unionism the community will win, and we need a playbook. Teacher Unions and Social
Justice... is that playbook. It’s packed with ideas, strategies, and the voices of change from across
the nation from people who are protesting, marching, striking, organizing, creating, and demanding
the schools our students deserve.” -- Bettina Love, Professor of Teacher Education, University of
Georgia, Co-founder of the Abolitionist Teaching Network Book Review 2: “..this book is centered in
strategy. It recommends building coalitions between unions and communities to demand investment
in public schools. In the book’s vision, a union’s identity goes beyond its leaders...to promote and
publicize the members’ collective action on cultural and community matters of concern. -- Foreword
Clarion Reviews Book Review 3: “Teachers Unions and Social Justice creates a clear roadmap for
building and wielding the power working people need to restore our social contract, by using
common-good bargaining to build solidarity that extends beyond our workplaces and into our
communities.” -- Sara Nelson, President of the Association of Flight Attendants-CWA

teacher unions in virginia: The Teacher Unions Myron Lieberman, 1997 Everyone wants to
reform public education in America. But few realize that the principal obstruction to all reform is a
pair of powerful and well-entrenched organizations: the National Education Association (NEA) and
the American Federation of Teachers (AFT).

teacher unions in virginia: Reclaiming Democratic Education Christopher D. Thomas, 2022
Since the spring of 2018, hundreds of thousands of students, teachers, and their allies have
protested at or against their schools. These students and teachers have been protesting on a wide
range of issues from gun control and climate change to the underfunding of education and
institutional responses to the COVID-19 pandemic. In Reclaiming Democratic Education, Chris
Thomas examines how these activities exist at the intersection of two conflicting traditions. The book
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looks at a history of student and teacher activism that aligns with the democratic purposes of public
education. This history is now colliding with current policies that privilege the economic aims of
education and restrict civic agency. By situating contemporary activism within these conflicting
traditions, Thomas demonstrates how these activities constitute a rejection of the currently
dominant policy paradigm in U.S. education. Thomas concludes with a discussion of how activism
provides a foundation from which concerned teachers, school leaders, and policymakers can develop
a new model for American education, one that reclaims an education for citizenship. Book Features:
Traces the interconnected histories of student and teacher activism, from the Revolutionary Period
through the Common School Movement and the decade of protests in the 1960s to
today.Demonstrates how education policy positions teachers as the passive recipients of policy, who
are often expected to sacrifice their own wellbeing for that of their students.Provides a roadmap of
policy shifts that would disrupt the currently dominant paradigm in American education and realize
an Education for Citizenship paradigm.

teacher unions in virginia: Teacher's Unions - Their Status, 1948 Virginia Howell, 1948

teacher unions in virginia: The Parent Revolution Dr. Corey A. DeAngelis, 2024-05-14 A
NATIONAL (USA TODAY) BESTSELLER! ‘A great guide to help moms and dads take back control of
their children’s education from the radical Marxists ruining our schools” — President Donald ]J.
Trump From the leader of the online army in America's parental rights movement comes the real
story of how moms and dads across the country are turning the tide against radical activists in
public schools. It’s no secret that our government-run public education system has held generations
of Americans hostage. The teachers unions—the government’s stormtroopers—have been hard at
work running a mass misinformation campaign to convince parents that because this is how it has
always been, this is how it has to be. But here’s what you may not realize: the parents are winning,
and we have entered the death spiral of the education dictatorship. The school choice revolution is
here, and moms and dads are successfully restoring parental rights in education, one state, one
school district at a time. In The Parent Revolution, Dr. Corey A. DeAngelis-public enemy #1 of the
teachers' unions - takes readers inside this movement like no one else can. As Vox reported in late
2023, DeAngelis has become “the public face” of the effort, “traveling from state to state, holding
rallies, making media appearances, and tweeting constantly.” Or as another education voice put it,
“No one in education policy, advocacy, or activism has ever lived rent-free in more heads at once
than Corey DeAngelis.” As America’s most prominent and influential advocate of school choice,
DeAngelis unapologetically argues why parents and political leaders must lean into the culture war
taking place in schools. He exposes the hypocritical elites who are content to hold other people’s
children captive to poorly run government schools while sending their own children to the best
private and charter schools out there. And most importantly, he equips readers with the ability to
make sure the potent forces of the educational industrial complex don’t regain their footing.

teacher unions in virginia: Teachers Union Scandals United States. Congress. Senate.
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions, 2004

teacher unions in virginia: The Teacher Insurgency Leo Casey, 2020-11-24 In The Teacher
Insurgency, Leo Casey addresses how the unexpected wave of recent teacher strikes has had a
dramatic impact on American public education, teacher unions, and the larger labor movement.
Casey explains how this uprising was not only born out of opposition to government policies that
underfunded public schools and deprofessionalized teaching, but was also rooted in deep-seated
changes in the economic climate, social movements, and, most importantly, educational politics.
With an eye to maintaining the momentum of the insurgency, the author examines four key strategic
questions that have arisen from the strikes: the relationship of mobilization to organizing; the
relationship between protests and direct action; the conditions under which teacher strikes are most
likely to be successful; and the importance of “bargaining for the common good.” More broadly,
Casey examines how to organize teachers for collective action, focusing on four discourses of
teaching: teaching as nurturance; as professionalism; as labor and craft; and as a vocation of
democratic intellectual work.



teacher unions in virginia: A Wolf at the Schoolhouse Door Jack Schneider, Jennifer C.
Berkshire, 2023-03-07 A trenchant analysis of how public education is being destroyed in overt and
deceptive ways—and how to fight back In the “vigorous, well-informed” (Kirkus Reviews) A Wolf at
the Schoolhouse Door, the co-hosts of the popular education podcast Have You Heard expose the
potent network of conservative elected officials, advocacy groups, funders, and think tanks that are
pushing a radical vision to do away with public education. “Cut[ing] through the rhetorical fog
surrounding a host of free-market reforms and innovations” (Mike Rose), Jack Schneider and
Jennifer Berkshire lay bare the dogma of privatization and reveal how it fits into the current context
of right-wing political movements. A Wolf at the Schoolhouse Door “goes above and beyond the
typical explanations” (SchoolPolicy.org), giving readers an up-close look at the policies—school
vouchers, the war on teachers’ unions, tax credit scholarships, virtual schools, and more—driving
the movement’s agenda. Called “well-researched, carefully argued, and alarming” by Library
Journal, this smart, essential book has already incited a public reckoning on behalf of the millions of
families served by the American educational system—and many more who stand to suffer from its
unmaking. “Just as with good sci-fi,” according to Jacobin, “the authors make a compelling case that,
based on our current trajectory, a nightmare future is closer than we think.”

teacher unions in virginia: American Education Joel Spring, 2019-06-19 Featuring current
information and challenging perspectives on the latest issues and forces shaping the American
educational system—with scholarship that is often cited as a primary source—Joel Spring introduces
readers to the historical, political, social, and legal foundations of education and to the profession of
teaching in the United States. In his signature straightforward, concise approach to describing
complex issues, he illuminates events and topics that are often overlooked or whitewashed, giving
students the opportunity to engage in critical thinking about education. Students come away
informed on the latest topics, issues, and data and with a strong knowledge of the forces shaping the
American educational system. Thoroughly updated throughout, the new edition of this clear,
authoritative text remains fresh and up-to-date, reflecting the many changes in education that have
occurred since the publication of the previous edition. Topics and issues addressed and analyzed
include: * The decline of the Common Core State Standards, particularly as result of a
Republican-controlled administration currently in place ¢ Increasing emphasis on for-profit
education, vouchers, charter schools, and free-market competition between schools, expected to
surge with the appointment of the new U.S. Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos ¢ Current debates
about immigration and Dreamers—new statistics on immigrant education, discussion of education
proposals to accommodate the languages, cultures, and religions of newly arrived immigrants « New
education statistics on school enrollments, dropouts, education and income, school segregation,
charter schools, and home languages ¢ The purposes of education as presented in the 2016
platforms of the Republican, Democratic, Green, and Libertarian parties * Discussions around
transgender students

teacher unions in virginia: Beaten Down, Worked Up Steven Greenhouse, 2019-08-06 “A
page-turning book that spans a century of worker strikes.... Engrossing, character-driven,
panoramic.” —The New York Times Book Review We live in an era of soaring corporate profits and
anemic wage gains, one in which low-paid jobs and blighted blue-collar communities have become a
common feature of our nation’s landscape. Behind these trends lies a little-discussed problem: the
decades-long decline in worker power. Award-winning journalist and author Steven Greenhouse
guides us through the key episodes and trends in history that are essential to understanding some of
our nation’s most pressing problems, including increased income inequality, declining social
mobility, and the concentration of political power in the hands of the wealthy few. He exposes the
modern labor landscape with the stories of dozens of American workers, from GM employees to
Uber drivers to underpaid schoolteachers. Their fight to take power back is crucial for America’s
future, and Greenhouse proposes concrete, feasible ways in which workers’ collective power can
be—and is being—rekindled and reimagined in the twenty-first century. Beaten Down, Worked Up is
a stirring and essential look at labor in America, poised as it is between the tumultuous struggles of



the past and the vital, hopeful struggles ahead. A PBS NewsHour Now Read This Book Club Pick

teacher unions in virginia: Strike! Jeremy Brecher, 2020-06-01 Jeremy Brecher’s Strike!
narrates the dramatic story of repeated, massive, and sometimes violent revolts by ordinary working
people in America. Involving nationwide general strikes, the seizure of vast industrial
establishments, nonviolent direct action on a massive scale, and armed battles with artillery and
tanks, this exciting hidden history is told from the point of view of the rank-and-file workers who
lived it. Encompassing the repeated repression of workers’ rebellions by company-sponsored
violence, local police, state militias, and the U.S. Army and National Guard, it reveals a dimension of
American history rarely found in the usual high school or college history course. Since its original
publication in 1972, no book has done as much as Strike! to bring U.S. labor history to a wide
audience. Now this fiftieth anniversary edition brings the story up to date with chapters covering the
“mini-revolts of the twenty-first century,” including Occupy Wall Street and the Fight for Fifteen.
The new edition contains over a hundred pages of new materials and concludes by examining a wide
range of current struggles, ranging from #BlackLivesMatter, to the great wave of teachers’ strikes
“for the soul of public education,” to the global “Student Strike for Climate” that may be harbingers
of mass strikes to come.

teacher unions in virginia: Teachers at the Table Annalee G. Good, 2018-10-25 Teachers at
the Table is based on the simple premise that policy matters in education and teachers matter to
policy. Policy reflects and shapes society’s beliefs about schools, teachers, children, learning, and
society, as well as the power structures embedded in our communities and decision-making
processes. If policy is a public response to perceived social problems, it matters who is at the table
when the problems are defined, the agendas set, and the policy itself designed. Although teachers
may be central to the implementation of education policy, they are marginal to the design of it,
especially around issues of teaching and learning. In short, teachers are not at the table. This is
important because the lack of teacher voice in educational policymaking disconnects the goals and
design of education policy from the actual lived challenges of implementing it. This book draws on a
qualitative case study with both practicing and pre-service teachers involved in a policy advocacy
professional development program. Findings from the study illustrate norms and routines (the
nature of teachers’ work, hierarchy of authority and professional status) that act as barriers to
teacher involvement in policy creation. The book then follows with clear examples of teacher
“pushback” against these same norms and details the conditions under which teachers can interact
in authentic ways with decision making structures in schools and policy. Teachers at the Table is a
unique examination into these dynamics, informing the critical efforts of teacher leaders to
participate in educational policy creation, and helps us to understand, and more importantly, act
upon the structures around teachers to better support their involvement in policymaking - with the
ultimate goal of producing better educational policy that is more relevant and responsive to the
youth, educators, families, and communities it serves.

teacher unions in virginia: Breaking the Impasse Kim Moody, 2022-04-26 In his latest book,
veteran socialist writer Kim Moody masterfully analyzes the political impasse which has shaped the
rise of a new socialist movement in the United States: recurring economic and political crises, sharp
inequality, state violence, and climate catastrophe proceed apace as the right ascends across the
world. Moody situates the historic electoral campaigns of Bernie Sanders, Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez,
and other self-described “democratic socialists” and the growth of organizations like the Democratic
Socialists of America in this context, and incisively assesses the revived movement's focus on
electoral strategies. Offering an important account of left attempts to intervene in the American
two-party electoral system, Moody provides both a corrective and an alternative orientation, arguing
that the socialist movement should turn its attention toward a politics of mass action, anti-racism,
and independent, working-class activity.

teacher unions in virginia: The Bloomsbury Handbook of Rural Education in the United States
Amy Price Azano, Karen Eppley, Catharine Biddle, 2021-09-09 This handbook begins with a
foundational overview of rural education, examining the ways in which definitions, histories,



policies, and demographic changes influence rural schools. This foundational approach includes how
corporatization, population changes, poverty, and the role of data affect everyday learning in rural
schools. In following sections, the contributors consider how school closures, charter schools, and
district governance influence decision making in rural schooling, while also examining the influence
of these structures on higher education attainment, rural school partnerships, and school leadership.
They explore curriculum studies in rural education, including place-based and trauma-informed
pedagogies, rural literacies, rural stereotype threat, and achievement. Finally, they engage with
issues of identity and equity in rural schools by providing an overview of the literature related to
diverse populations in rural places, including Indigenous, Black, and Latinx communities, and
exceptional learners. Importantly, this handbook applies theoretical tools to rural classroom
experiences, demonstrating the potential of work centered at the intersection of theory, rurality, and
classroom practice. Each section concludes with a response by an international scholar, situating the
topics covered within the broader global context.

teacher unions in virginia: Teachers' Unions and Education Reform in Comparative
Contexts Lindsay Whorton, 2017-09-19 Teachers’ unions have long been controversial and divisive
organizations, but criticism and distrust of them may be at an all-time high. This volume considers
the prevailing assumption that unions successfully block change in education because they are
primarily motivated to protect members’ interests. It challenges the conceptualization of teacher
union motivation and provides a more nuanced account of unions’ interests, power and impact.
Through a series of international cases from the United States, Finland and the Canton of Zurich,
this volume examines the hot-button issue of performance-related pay reform and compensation. It
argues that a better understanding of the union-management relationship may be the key to
securing more meaningful change and reform. It will be of use to scholars, policy-makers, union
leaders, teachers and citizens who are interested in the possibilities for the union-management
relationship, rather than the limitations.

teacher unions in virginia: Wisdom's Passing Steven Porter, 1989 First Published in 1989.
Wisdom's Passing is at once a history, commentary, and blueprint for positive change unlike any
other book on education in the last quarter century. The author offers his recommendations to seek
to provide an evolutionary reform rather than the typical 'new method' that will solve problems with
the American Education system.

teacher unions in virginia: Liberty's Wrath Charles Britton, 2016-03-11 Twenty-two-year-old
William Blake is less than thrilled when Barack Obama is elected to a second term in 2012. A senior
at Quinnipiac University, William is known for his staunch conservative political views. Despite his
overwhelming disappointment with Americas new direction, William remains focused on finding a
job as a high school teacher after graduation. William is the perfect recruit for a network of charter
schools started by The Movement, a shadowy libertarian organization. After he accepts a job
teaching social studies and history at a charter school, William is lured into The Movement by its
charismatic leader Edward Birch, and a beautiful and experienced member, Tabitha Couture. As
William becomes further immersed into the conservative crusade, he eventually receives an offer he
cannot refuseone that will help him transform the landscape of American public education and
eventually lead him to libertys wrath. Libertys Wrath shares the story of one mans exploration of the
role of freedom in the twenty-first century after he joins a conservative movement with a lofty
mission.

teacher unions in virginia: Handbook of Education Policy Research Lora Cohen-Vogel, Peter
Youngs, Janelle Scott, 2025-07-17 The second edition of the Handbook of Education Policy
Research—the largest volume published in AERA’s history—addresses a variety of policy and
contextual issues in early childhood, K-12, and postsecondary education that have received
extensive empirical attention during the past 15 years. With the pandemic and social turmoil as a
backdrop, the editors build on the breadth and depth of the first edition while expanding the scope
of the project to include subjects, methods, theories, and analyses that have contributed powerfully
to the study of education policy and politics in the 2010s and 2020s. The field has become more




comprehensive and inclusive, and the authors represent a diversity of racial/ethnic and gender
identities and intellectual and disciplinary orientations. Most chapters come from multiple authors,
reflecting the multi-sourced development of research in education policy since the first volume was
published. This compilation consists of 70 chapters and nine commentaries that map past, present,
and future directions of the field and richly attend to critical issues of interest to students,
researchers, policy makers, and practitioners.

teacher unions in virginia: Building the Federal Schoolhouse Douglas S. Reed, 2014-05-29
Over the past fifty years, the federal government's efforts to reform American public education have
transformed U.S. schools from locally-run enterprises into complex systems jointly constructed by
federal, state, and local actors. The construction of this federal schoolhouse-an educational system
with common national expectations and practices-has fundamentally altered both education politics
and the norms governing educational policy at the local level. Building the Federal Schoolhouse
examines these issues through an in-depth, fifty-year examination of federal educational policies in
the community of Alexandria, Virginia, a wealthy yet socially diverse suburb of Washington, D.C. The
epochal social transformations that swept through America in the past half century hit Alexandria
with particular force, transforming its Jim Crow school system into a new immigrant gateway district
within two generations. Along the way, the school system has struggled to provide quality education
for special needs students, and has sought to overcome the legacies of tracking and segregated
learning while simultaneously retaining upper-middle class students. Most recently, it has grappled
with state and federally imposed accountability measures that seek to boost educational outcomes.
All of these policy initiatives have contended with the existing political regime within Alexandria, at
times forcing it to a breaking point, and at other times reconstructing it. All the while, the local
expectations and governing realities of administrators, parents, politicians, and voters have sharply
constrained federal initiatives, limiting their scope when in conflict with local commitments and
amplifying them when they align. Through an extensive use of local archives, contemporary
accounts, school data, and interviews, Douglas S. Reed not only paints an intimate portrait of the
conflicts that the federal schoolhouse's creation has wrought in Alexandria, but also documents the
successes of the federal commitment to greater educational opportunity. In so doing, he highlights
the complexity of the American education state and the centrality of local regimes and local
historical context to federal educational reform efforts.

teacher unions in virginia: No Child Left Behind? Paul E. Peterson, Martin R. West,
2003-11-18 The 2002 No Child Left Behind Act is the most important legislation in American
education since the 1960s. The law requires states to put into place a set of standards together with
a comprehensive testing plan designed to ensure these standards are met. Students at schools that
fail to meet those standards may leave for other schools, and schools not progressing adequately
become subject to reorganization. The significance of the law lies less with federal dollar
contributions than with the direction it gives to federal, state, and local school spending. It helps
codify the movement toward common standards and school accountability. Yet NCLB will not
transform American schools overnight. The first scholarly assessment of the new legislation, No
Child Left Behind? breaks new ground in the ongoing debate over accountability. Contributors
examine the law's origins, the political and social forces that gave it shape, the potential issues that
will surface with its implementation, and finally, the law's likely consequences for American
education.
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