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teacher resume for career change is a crucial document for educators seeking
to transition into new professional fields. Crafting a resume tailored to
highlight transferable skills, relevant experiences, and potential for growth
is vital for success. This article explores effective strategies for
reworking a teaching resume to appeal to employers outside of education. Key
aspects include identifying marketable skills, formatting the resume
appropriately, and incorporating industry-specific keywords. Additionally,
guidance on addressing employment gaps and emphasizing accomplishments
enhances the resume’s impact. Understanding these elements ensures a
compelling presentation that facilitates a smooth career pivot. The following
sections provide a detailed overview of these critical components.

Understanding the Career Change Resume

Identifying Transferable Skills from Teaching

Structuring the Resume for a New Industry

Highlighting Relevant Experience and Achievements

Incorporating Keywords and Tailoring to Job Descriptions

Addressing Potential Challenges in the Resume

Additional Tips for a Successful Career Change Resume

Understanding the Career Change Resume

A teacher resume for career change differs significantly from a traditional
teaching resume. It focuses on showcasing skills and experiences that are
applicable to the target industry rather than emphasizing classroom-specific
duties. The goal is to present a professional profile that resonates with
hiring managers in a different field. This often involves rephrasing teaching
responsibilities to align with the requirements of the new career and
highlighting competencies such as communication, leadership, and project
management. Recognizing this distinction is essential for crafting a resume
that effectively bridges the gap between education and the desired
profession.

Purpose and Focus

The primary purpose of a career change resume is to demonstrate the
candidate’s potential to succeed in a new role by leveraging past
experiences. Instead of listing every teaching task, the resume should
prioritize achievements and skills that translate well into the new industry.
This focus helps recruiters quickly identify the candidate’s value and
adaptability, increasing the likelihood of securing interviews.



Common Career Paths for Teachers

Teachers often transition into careers such as corporate training, human
resources, educational consulting, content development, sales, or nonprofit
management. Understanding the demands and qualifications of these roles helps
tailor the resume content to match employer expectations.

Identifying Transferable Skills from Teaching

Teachers develop a broad set of skills that are highly valued across various
industries. Recognizing and articulating these transferable skills is crucial
when preparing a teacher resume for career change. These competencies
demonstrate versatility and readiness for new challenges.

Key Transferable Skills

Communication: Effective verbal and written communication with diverse
audiences.

Organization: Planning lessons, managing schedules, and coordinating
activities.

Leadership: Leading classrooms, mentoring students, and collaborating
with colleagues.

Problem-solving: Addressing student needs and adapting teaching
strategies.

Time management: Balancing multiple tasks and deadlines efficiently.

Technology proficiency: Utilizing educational software and digital
tools.

Conflict resolution: Managing interpersonal issues and fostering a
positive environment.

How to Showcase Transferable Skills

Integrate these skills into the resume by providing concrete examples from
teaching experience that illustrate their application. Use action verbs and
quantify results when possible to enhance credibility.

Structuring the Resume for a New Industry

The format of a teacher resume for career change should prioritize
readability and relevance. Selecting the appropriate resume structure can
significantly influence how the information is perceived by hiring managers.



Recommended Resume Formats

Two formats are particularly effective for career changers:

Functional Resume: Focuses on skills and competencies rather than
chronological work history. Ideal for minimizing the emphasis on
traditional teaching roles.

Combination Resume: Blends functional and chronological elements by
highlighting skills first, followed by a concise employment timeline.
Useful for demonstrating relevant experience while maintaining
transparency.

Essential Sections to Include

A well-structured resume should contain the following sections tailored to
the career change context:

Professional Summary: A brief overview emphasizing transferable skills
and career objectives.

Skills Highlights: A list of key competencies aligned with the target
job.

Relevant Experience: Descriptions of past roles focused on achievements
applicable to the new industry.

Education and Certifications: Credentials supporting the candidate’s
qualifications.

Additional Sections: Volunteer work, professional development, or
projects related to the desired field.

Highlighting Relevant Experience and
Achievements

Effectively presenting previous work experience is critical in a teacher
resume for career change. Emphasis should be on accomplishments that
demonstrate skills transferable to the new career path.

Reframing Teaching Responsibilities

Instead of listing routine duties, describe experiences in terms of impact
and outcomes. For example, managing a classroom can be reframed as leading
teams or coordinating projects.



Quantifying Achievements

Use numbers and metrics where possible to illustrate success. Examples
include improving student performance by a certain percentage, organizing
events with a specified number of participants, or managing budgets.

Incorporating Relevant Projects

Highlight any special initiatives or projects that correlate with the
functions of the target industry, such as curriculum design, training
sessions, or technology integration.

Incorporating Keywords and Tailoring to Job
Descriptions

Optimizing a teacher resume for career change involves integrating keywords
that align with the job description. This increases the chances of passing
applicant tracking systems (ATS) and capturing recruiter attention.

Researching Job Requirements

Carefully analyze job postings to identify frequently mentioned skills,
qualifications, and industry-specific terms. These should be seamlessly
incorporated into the resume content.

Customizing the Resume for Each Application

Tailor the professional summary, skills, and experience sections to reflect
the priorities of each employer. This targeted approach demonstrates genuine
interest and suitability.

Using Industry Language

Replace educational jargon with terminology relevant to the new field. For
example, “lesson planning” might become “project development” or “training
program creation.”

Addressing Potential Challenges in the Resume

Transitioning careers can raise questions for employers, which must be
proactively addressed within the resume.

Explaining Employment Gaps or Short Tenures

Frame gaps positively by highlighting activities such as professional
development, certifications, or volunteer work. Keep explanations concise and
focused on growth.



Overcoming Lack of Direct Experience

Leverage transferable skills and relevant accomplishments to compensate for
limited experience in the new field. Emphasize adaptability and willingness
to learn.

Maintaining a Positive Tone

Use confident language to portray the career change as a strategic and well-
considered decision. Avoid negative phrasing or over-apologizing for the
shift.

Additional Tips for a Successful Career Change
Resume

Several best practices can enhance the effectiveness of a teacher resume for
career change.

Keep It Concise and Focused

Limit the resume length to one or two pages, prioritizing quality over
quantity. Focus on content that directly supports the career change goal.

Use Strong Action Verbs

Begin bullet points with dynamic verbs such as “developed,” “managed,” “led,”
or “implemented” to create a compelling narrative.

Proofread Thoroughly

Ensure the resume is free from errors, as mistakes can undermine
professionalism. Consider having a trusted colleague review the document.

Consider a Cover Letter

Complement the resume with a tailored cover letter that explains the
motivation for career change and highlights alignment with the prospective
role.

Frequently Asked Questions

How can a teacher highlight transferable skills when
creating a resume for a career change?

A teacher can highlight transferable skills by focusing on abilities such as
communication, leadership, organization, problem-solving, and adaptability.



Emphasize experiences like curriculum development, classroom management, and
collaboration that are valuable in many industries.

What is the best resume format for a teacher
switching careers?

A functional or combination resume format works best for teachers changing
careers. These formats emphasize skills and accomplishments rather than
chronological work history, helping to showcase relevant abilities applicable
to the new career path.

Should a teacher include their teaching
certifications on a career change resume?

Include teaching certifications only if they are relevant to the new career.
If the certifications demonstrate valuable expertise or transferable skills,
they can enhance the resume. Otherwise, focus more on skills and experiences
aligned with the new field.

How can a teacher tailor their resume for a non-
education job?

To tailor a resume, identify the key skills and qualifications required in
the target job and highlight similar experiences from teaching. Use
terminology and keywords from the job description and downplay education-
specific jargon to make the resume more appealing to non-education employers.

What sections should be prioritized on a teacher's
resume when changing careers?

Prioritize sections like Summary or Objective, Skills, and Relevant
Experience. The Summary should clearly state the career change intent and
transferable skills. Relevant Experience should focus on accomplishments that
align with the new career, while Skills should highlight competencies
applicable to the target industry.

How important is including volunteer or freelance
work on a teacher’s career change resume?

Including volunteer or freelance work is very important if it relates to the
new career field. It demonstrates initiative, relevant experience, and skill
development outside of teaching, helping to bridge gaps and strengthen the
resume for a career change.

What keywords should a teacher use on their resume to
pass applicant tracking systems (ATS) during a career
change?

Teachers should use keywords from the job description of the target role,
such as specific skills, software, industry terms, and action verbs. Examples
include "project management," "communication," "data analysis," or industry-
specific tools. Tailoring keywords increases the chance of passing ATS
filters.



Additional Resources
1. Career Change Teacher: Crafting the Perfect Resume to Enter Education
This book offers practical guidance for professionals transitioning into
teaching. It focuses on tailoring resumes to highlight transferable skills
and relevant experience that appeal to school hiring committees. Readers will
find sample resumes, cover letters, and tips on showcasing passion for
education.

2. From Corporate to Classroom: A Teacher’s Resume Blueprint
Designed for mid-career changers, this book provides step-by-step strategies
for creating resumes that bridge corporate experience with teaching roles. It
emphasizes how to translate business skills into educational competencies and
includes advice on overcoming common career change challenges.

3. Teach Again: Resume and Interview Strategies for Career Changers
This resource combines resume writing with interview preparation specifically
for aspiring teachers coming from other fields. It highlights how to present
unique qualifications, manage gaps in education experience, and confidently
communicate your commitment to teaching.

4. Second Act Teaching: Resumes That Open Doors
Focusing on second-career educators, this guide helps candidates craft
compelling resumes that resonate with school administrators. It covers
formatting, keyword optimization, and ways to demonstrate relevant
achievements outside traditional teaching backgrounds.

5. Transitioning to Teaching: The Career Changer’s Resume Handbook
This handbook provides actionable advice for individuals entering teaching
later in life. It includes templates and examples that reflect diverse
professional histories, helping job seekers emphasize skills like leadership,
communication, and problem-solving in educational contexts.

6. The Teacher Career Change Resume Guide
A comprehensive manual that addresses the unique challenges faced by career
changers seeking teaching positions. It offers insights on aligning previous
work experience with educational standards and crafting narratives that
showcase dedication to student success.

7. Resume Rescue for New Teachers: Career Changers Edition
Targeted at those new to teaching, this book helps readers overhaul their
resumes to fit educational job markets. It provides tips on highlighting
volunteer work, certifications, and relevant coursework to strengthen
candidacy despite limited formal teaching experience.

8. Reinventing Yourself as a Teacher: Resume and Job Search Essentials
This title guides career changers through the entire job search process, with
a strong focus on resume development. It advises on personal branding,
identifying transferable skills, and tailoring applications to various
educational settings.

9. Teach Your Way In: Crafting Resumes for Career Changers
This book empowers career changers with strategies to create effective
resumes that stand out in competitive teacher hiring pools. It emphasizes
storytelling techniques that connect previous professional experiences with
educational goals and values.
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  teacher resume for career change: The Teacher's Guide to a Fulfilling Career Change
Pasquale De Marco, The Teacher's Guide to a Fulfilling Career Change is an empowering resource
for educators seeking a path to renewed passion, purpose, and fulfillment beyond the classroom.
With a wealth of practical strategies and inspiring insights, this comprehensive guide illuminates the
journey of career change, helping teachers navigate the crossroads of their professional lives. Within
these pages, teachers will embark on a journey of self-discovery, exploring their unique skills,
values, and talents that extend far beyond the confines of the classroom. They will learn to recognize
signs of dissatisfaction, overcome fears and doubts, and craft a personalized career plan that aligns
with their aspirations. This invaluable guide delves into the vast array of career paths available to
teachers, from educational consulting and training to entrepreneurship and small business
opportunities. It provides a roadmap for navigating the job market, identifying high-demand fields,
and preparing for successful career fairs and interviews. The Teacher's Guide to a Fulfilling Career
Change also addresses the emotional and practical challenges that accompany career change. It
offers strategies for managing finances during the transition period, overcoming common obstacles,
and maintaining a positive mindset. Teachers will find invaluable advice on transitioning smoothly to
a new career, adapting to different work environments, and building strong relationships with
colleagues. Enriching one's professional development is paramount in the journey of career change.
This book emphasizes the importance of acquiring new skills and knowledge through certifications,
courses, workshops, and conferences. It encourages teachers to embrace lifelong learning, seek
mentorship and coaching, and build a network of supportive peers. Throughout this transformative
journey, teachers will discover the art of reinventing themselves, embracing change, and cultivating
a growth mindset. They will learn to overcome limiting beliefs, stay adaptable and resilient, and
create a fulfilling and purposeful life. The Teacher's Guide to a Fulfilling Career Change is an
indispensable resource for teachers seeking a path to renewed passion, purpose, and fulfillment
beyond the classroom. If you like this book, write a review!
  teacher resume for career change: Real-resumes for Career Changers Anne McKinney,
2000 Writing a career-change resume is the most complex of resumes to write. Using actual resumes
and covering letters, the editor of this series shows the reader how to consider new opportunities
and how to communicate past experience in a way that builds bridges to new careers.
  teacher resume for career change: Career Change Teachers Meera Varadharajan, John
Buchanan, 2021-10-26
  teacher resume for career change: Encyclopedia of Job Winning Resumes, Third Edition Myra
Fournier, Jeff Spin, 2006-07-15 Encyclopedia of Job-Winning Resumes, Third Edition, is the most
helpful and comprehensive resume book you can buy. It includes more than 400 success-proven
resume examples that teach you how to personalize your resume according to your own unique
career situation. The 17 chapters contain resumes that cover all major industries, span every job
level from entry-level to CEO, and are helpfully arranged by both job field and title to make it easy
for you to quickly locate the resumes that address your particular field or situation.The first chapter,
The Essentials of Writing Your Resume, is as informative as it is brief. It includes expert advice
about what information to include in your resume, what to omit, what to emphasize, and what to
tone down. For a quick start, it's specifically designed to keep reading to a minimum so you can start
sending out your resume as soon as possible. The second chapter, devoted to creating hard-hitting
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cover letters, includes 40 examples that cover a wide variety of typical career situations. And for
those not-so-typical career situations, the next chapter includes 30 resumes that cover difficult
circumstances such as frequent job changes, gaps in employment, layoff, lack of experience, weak
education, and many more. For students, there's also a chapter containing 40 resumes to help new
graduates enter the work force more quickly and easily. There are helpful hints located beneath
each resume, showing you the right way to quickly create a job-winning resume that will get
attention and win you an interview. The last chapter includes a Recommended Reading list and a
Recommended Web Site list. Whatever your age, industry, career, level of experience or education,
you'll find the resume template you need! In 1980, Myra Fournier and Jeff Spin founded A Lasting
Impression, a highly successful resume writing and career development firm located in the Greater
Boston area. In 1990, they jointly developed ResumExpert, a top-rated and best-selling
resume-writing software for the Macintosh computer.
  teacher resume for career change: Expert Resumes for Career Changers Wendy S.
Enelow, Louise Kursmark, 2010 The down economy has prompted millions of people to consider
changing jobs or industries to stay employed. A major obstacle these people face is to write a
resume that effectively connects their skills and experience to new opportunities. Expert Resumes
for Career Changers shows people who are transitioning from one career to another how to do just
that. This book features a collection of outstanding professionally written resumes designed for
people transitioning into a new career. In addition to 180 pages of sample resumes, this book
provides winning job search strategies, sound resume-writing advice, and tips for creating and using
electronic resumes. New content for this edition includes completely updated resumes, a new
chapter on writing cover letters, and a collection of cover letter samples.
  teacher resume for career change: How to Get the Teaching Job You Want Robert Feirsen,
Seth Weitzman, 2023-07-03 Competition for the best teaching jobs is becoming more intense. Since
publication of the first edition, when it was mainly the most desirable schools that were deluged by
applications, the economic climate has made the teacher market more competitive across the board,
and is changing hiring practices. Now extensively revised, this book maintains its place as the most
up-to-date book available on job hunting for teachers. The authors cover changes in the educational
marketplace; the new mandates about standardized testing and public reporting of student
achievement–and what they mean for applicants; how new certification standards and schools’
requirements affect career changers; the growing acceptance of on-line applications and electronic
portfolios; and provide additional advice for teachers applying to change schools or districts.This is
also the only guide written by school administrators. Offering the insights and experience of two
authors who do the hiring, it details a step-by-step program for taking charge of your teaching
career. How to Get the Teaching Job You Want enables you to:* Match your unique talents to the
needs of a particular school* Craft effective cover letters and resumes, using models that address
the specific needs of college graduates, teachers changing schools, returning teachers and career
changers* Make effective on-line applications* Leverage your achievements as an experienced
teacher–or, for graduates or career changers, student teaching, substitute teaching, volunteer work
or content knowledge–into a job offer* Locate jobs on-line and discover valuable information about
schools, including test results, educational philosophy and names of key administrators* Design a
portfolio in book or electronic format to showcase your abilities* Practice interview skills using 100
questions taken from real job interviews* Apply proven strategies for a variety of interview formats,
including high stress interviews and performance interviews* Address controversial questions
during interviewsThis book covers procedures for applying to elementary, middle and high schools;
public, independent, and parochial schools; as well as international and boarding schools. Anecdotes
recounting the experiences of real candidates looking for jobs illustrate key points. Access to the
authors’ web site ensures that you will stay current in a changing job market. This is a vital book for
teachers and aspiring teachers who want to achieve their career goals. It will also be invaluable for
guidance counselors, psychologists, librarians and other school professionals.
  teacher resume for career change: The Career Change Resume Kim Isaacs, Karen



Hofferber, 2003 Written by the official resume advisers to Monster.com, this is the ultimate guide to
creating life-changing resumes. The Career-Change Resume helps aspiring career-changers reinvent
themselves by showing them how to transform their resumes. The book includes step-by-step
instructions demonstrating how to craft resumes that open doors to new careers; more than 150
sample resumes and cover letters; valuable, innovative career-change tools and strategies; and
solutions to common problems plaguing career-changers.
  teacher resume for career change: The Book of Jobs Arlene Bastion, 2009
  teacher resume for career change: Resources in Education , 1999-04
  teacher resume for career change: Real-resumes for Sports Industry Jobs Anne McKinney,
2004 When an individual wants to find employment in the sports world, he or she finds that job
hunting can be highly specialized. This book shows resumes and cover letters used by people such as
a high school coach, tennis professional, golf professional, teaching pros in all sports, and many
others. College graduates with degrees in Physical Education also are included, and many of them
found their way into teaching positions. If you want to work in sports marketing but have no
experience, you will find helpful examples of resumes and cover letters which were used by real
people to launch their careers with major sports teams. Those who have worked in the sports
industry and want to transition out of the field will also find helpful examples of resumes and cover
letters. Whether you are a teaching professional, player, marketing professional, or other sports
industry professional, you will find useful examples of resumes and cover letters in this book.
  teacher resume for career change: Research in Education , 1974
  teacher resume for career change: Too Few Apples Richard J. Chamberlin, Canadian
Education Association, 1980
  teacher resume for career change: Black Male Teachers Chance W. Lewis, Ivory Toldson,
2013-04-23 This edited volume offers sound suggestions for advancing diversity in the teaching
profession. It provides teacher education programs with needed training materials to accommodate
Black male students, and school district administrators and leaders with information to help recruit
and retain Black male teachers.
  teacher resume for career change: 101 Great Resumes Ronald W. Fry, 2002 Winning
resumes for any situation, any job, any career.
  teacher resume for career change: Resources in Vocational Education , 1977
  teacher resume for career change: Get a Job! Ron Fry, 2018-08-28 Three essential aides to
help you land the job of your dreams in today’s competitive market. Ron Fry, the founder and
president of Career Press for over three decades, is a sought after speaker, seminar leader, and
expert authority on how best to prepare for the job interview process. From standout résumés to key
questions and highly effective responses, Fry will show you how to get that job. 101 Great Answers
to the Toughest Interview Questions: Thoroughly updated for today’s job market, this brand-new
twenty-fifth anniversary edition will help you successfully prep for any interview—no matter how
tough—with answers that will convince employers you are the best candidate for the position. 101
Smart Questions to Ask on Your Interview: The interview is not over when you hear: “Do you have
any questions for me?” Ron Fry shows you how to take charge of the interview process and sell the
company on you while obtaining the information you need to make sure you are sold on them. 101
Great Résumés: Find the résumé format that will showcase your unique background, situation, skill
sets, and career goals—and ensure you land your dream job.
  teacher resume for career change: Leaving Teaching With Both Eyes Open, Volume Two
Marques Vickers, 2016-09-29 Michael McCaffrey continues to wrestle with his own alienation and
detachment from the teaching profession, direction of his life and personal relationships. He is
compelled to deal with unexpected loss and abandonment on multiple levels. Throughout his ordeals,
he maintains his sense of humor and perspective. His setbacks, distractions and inertia make
forward progress challenging. He observes the similar difficulty and indecisiveness experienced by
two of his former university classmates. His intentioned departure from teaching following his ninth
year does not materialize. His ambition towards cultivating a stable relationship evaporates for



reasons initially uncertain to him. He has difficulty coming to terms with his fragmented life that
only periodically offers glimpses of hope and clarity. An encounter with a former high school
girlfriend prompts him to consider what might have happened had he never left his hometown.
Another classmate, a self-professed business success, lectures one of classes and illustrates the
contrast between McCaffrey’s present stagnation and a vocational path he abandoned early in his
career. As his narrative enters into his thirteenth year of teaching, his observations and caustic
opinions become more pronounced and unwelcome. He’s aware of the estrangement with his current
faculty peers. As his closet confidants leave, he realizes St. Elizabeth-St. Ignacious High School has
changed irrevocably. He is not an integral part of the shift and has become professionally
expendable. During his tenth teaching year, a new Principal, Brother Morton Brickell replaces the
departed Brother (Mumbles) Moody. McCaffrey compares Moody to a flute and Brickell to a brass
trumpet, often loudly overstating the obvious. Brickell’s own tenure and influence becomes
abbreviated due to a change in school management. During the summer following his eleventh year,
the financial allure of shifting back to corporate employment coupled by a seemingly healthy
relationship nearly changes his fate. Despite the promising prospects, McCaffrey is destined to
continue teaching and remaining alone. Brickell’s replacement, Sister (Stoneface) Stanley clashes
with McCaffrey her initial year following scrutiny of his teaching and religious commitment. The
frigidity of their interactions prompts him to question how long she will tolerate his continued
employment. McCaffrey continues his satirical exchanges and pranks with faculty foils and adds
additional victims. He charts the meteoric influential rise of the maintenance duo of Sid and Barney
that culminates in a faculty Christmas party implosion. He assists a faculty peer in formatting
teaching credential assignments that concludes with him doubting the substantive value of academic
professional training. McCaffrey documents his lively and playful interactions with his students.
Tense moments intervene. He is confronted by a failing student that nearly erupts into a physical
altercation. He must also calm the religious proselytizing from one of his zealous students seeking to
convert him. He attempts to keep his lectures varied and relevant despite his flagging enthusiasm.
One of his classroom discussions addresses the increasingly escalating violence in his hometown
when one of his students nearly becomes a casualty from a drive-by shooting. A former favorite
student returns on campus basking in an acclaim that eluded him while attending SESI. Another
returns as a polished and attractive woman completing a teaching internship and introduces
complications into McCaffrey’s relationship void and loneliness. McCaffrey’s forebodings about
Sister Stanley’s motives reach fruition during contract negotiations following his thirteenth teaching
year. Will McCaffrey survive a decisive effort to get rid of him? If he is destined to leave, who will
ultimately determine the terms of his departure?
  teacher resume for career change: Kiplinger's Personal Finance , 1980-12 The most
trustworthy source of information available today on savings and investments, taxes, money
management, home ownership and many other personal finance topics.
  teacher resume for career change: The Language Teacher's Portfolio Jacqueline Davis, Terry
A. Osborn, 2003-10-30 The Language Teachers's Portfolio: A Guide for Professional Development is
written for use by both preservice and inservice teachers. It links elements of educational practice
and theory that students of education frequently find difficult to assimilate in language teaching.
This text purposefully integrates material such as foundations of education, educational psychology,
elements of planning and lesson preparation, reflective teaching, and classroom management issues
into the reality of the language classroom. Thus, students of world language education are provided
a holistic perspective of the challenges required to bring what may seem to be disjointed theoretical
information into workable elements of classroom practice. Teacher educators can utilize this text to
guide students to use the portfolio as an assessment tool or a project for an instructional
development class. The material in te text is designed so that students are able to rely on the text to
guide them in preparing many elements of a portfolio, thus freeing educators to devote more
classroom time to other topics. It is also useful for programs that have a portfolio as an exit
requirement and for teachers who plan to use the portfolio to document their professional



development.
  teacher resume for career change: Alternative Careers for Teachers Marna L. Beard, Michael
J. McGahey, 1985
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