teacher of the year maryland

teacher of the year maryland is a prestigious recognition awarded annually to
outstanding educators within the state who demonstrate exceptional commitment,
innovation, and impact in the classroom. This accolade not only honors individual
excellence but also highlights the vital role that teachers play in shaping future generations
and advancing educational standards. The Teacher of the Year Maryland program
celebrates educators from diverse backgrounds and grade levels, emphasizing leadership,
community involvement, and student achievement. As the program continues to evolve, it
reflects the dynamic nature of education and the importance of recognizing those who
inspire and empower students. This article delves into the history, selection process,
benefits, and notable recipients of the Teacher of the Year Maryland award. The following
sections provide a comprehensive overview of the program and its significance in the
Maryland educational landscape.

History and Purpose of Teacher of the Year Maryland

Selection Criteria and Process

Benefits and Opportunities for Awardees

Notable Recipients and Their Contributions

Impact on Maryland Education Community

History and Purpose of Teacher of the Year
Maryland

The Teacher of the Year Maryland program was established to formally recognize
exemplary educators who demonstrate outstanding teaching practices and dedication to
student success. Since its inception, the program has aimed to highlight the critical role
teachers play in fostering academic achievement and personal growth. The initiative aligns
with national efforts to celebrate teacher excellence and elevate the teaching profession.
Over the years, it has become a hallmark of educational distinction within Maryland,
promoting a culture of appreciation and motivation among educators statewide. The award
serves not only to honor individual teachers but also to inspire innovation and continuous
improvement across Maryland’s schools.

Origins and Development

The program originated in response to growing recognition of the importance of teacher
leadership and the need to showcase role models in education. Initially focused on public
school teachers, it has expanded to include educators from various school settings,
including charter and private schools. The development of the Teacher of the Year Maryland



program reflects ongoing efforts to support and retain high-quality teachers by providing
them with acknowledgment and professional growth opportunities.

Goals and Objectives

The main objectives of the Teacher of the Year Maryland program are to identify educators
who embody excellence in teaching, promote best practices, and encourage leadership
within the educational community. It aims to:

e Celebrate educators who demonstrate outstanding instructional skills

Highlight innovative teaching methods and student engagement strategies

Encourage professional development and educational leadership

Foster collaboration and knowledge sharing among teachers

Raise public awareness of the significant impact teachers have on society

Selection Criteria and Process

The Teacher of the Year Maryland selection process is designed to be rigorous, transparent,
and inclusive, ensuring that the most deserving educators receive recognition. Candidates
are evaluated based on a comprehensive set of criteria that reflect both their professional
achievements and personal qualities.

Eligibility Requirements

To be eligible for the Teacher of the Year Maryland award, candidates typically must:

Be a certified teacher actively employed in a Maryland school

Have a minimum number of years of teaching experience, often five or more

Demonstrate excellence in instructional delivery and student outcomes

Show commitment to professional growth and community involvement

Exhibit leadership qualities within the school or educational community



Nomination and Application

Teachers may be nominated by colleagues, administrators, students, or community
members. Once nominated, candidates submit a detailed application that includes:

A statement of teaching philosophy and educational goals

Evidence of student achievement and innovative teaching practices

Letters of recommendation from peers, administrators, or parents

Documentation of leadership roles and community engagement

Evaluation and Selection

A selection committee composed of educational leaders, past awardees, and community
representatives reviews applications. The evaluation process includes:

e Assessment of teaching effectiveness and impact
e Interviews and classroom observations
e Review of contributions to school culture and student development

e Consideration of the candidate’s vision for education and leadership potential

The final selection is announced annually, with the Teacher of the Year Maryland serving as
a representative and advocate for educators across the state.

Benefits and Opportunities for Awardees

Being named Teacher of the Year Maryland offers numerous professional and personal
benefits. The award not only enhances the educator’s reputation but also opens doors to
various opportunities for growth and influence within the education sector.

Professional Recognition and Visibility

Awardees gain statewide recognition, which can lead to invitations to speak at conferences,
participate in educational panels, and contribute to policy discussions. This visibility helps
spread effective teaching strategies and inspires colleagues across Maryland.



Leadership and Advocacy Roles

Teachers honored as Maryland’s Teacher of the Year often take on leadership roles serving
on advisory boards, mentoring fellow educators, and advocating for educational
improvements at local and state levels. Their voices carry weight in shaping education
policy and practice.

Access to Resources and Development

Recipients may receive grants, scholarships, or funding for classroom projects. Additionally,
they often participate in exclusive professional development programs designed to enhance
their skills and expand their impact.

Notable Recipients and Their Contributions

Over the years, the Teacher of the Year Maryland program has recognized numerous
educators whose innovative approaches and dedication have left lasting impressions on
their students and communities. These recipients exemplify the qualities the award seeks
to honor.

Examples of Award-Winning Educators

Many past winners have introduced groundbreaking curricula, integrated technology
effectively, and championed inclusive education practices. Their contributions include:

e Developing STEM programs that increase student interest in science and technology

e Implementing culturally responsive teaching methods to better serve diverse
populations

e Leading community outreach initiatives that connect schools with families and local
organizations

e Mentoring new teachers to foster a supportive and collaborative school environment

Impact Stories

Stories of Teacher of the Year Maryland recipients highlight transformative effects on
student achievement, motivation, and well-being. Their work often serves as a model for
best practices statewide, demonstrating the powerful role of effective teaching.



Impact on Maryland Education Community

The Teacher of the Year Maryland program significantly influences the broader educational
landscape by promoting excellence and inspiring continuous improvement. Its impact
extends beyond individual recognition to foster a culture of high-quality teaching and
learning.

Encouraging a Culture of Excellence

By spotlighting outstanding educators, the program motivates teachers to strive for
excellence and innovation. It encourages schools to support professional development and
adopt evidence-based teaching methods that enhance student outcomes.

Strengthening Educational Leadership

The award cultivates leadership skills among educators, empowering them to contribute to
systemic improvements and collaborative initiatives. This leadership helps bridge gaps
between classroom practice and educational policy.

Enhancing Community Engagement

Teacher of the Year Maryland recipients often serve as liaisons between schools and
communities, fostering partnerships that enrich educational experiences and support
student success.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was named Teacher of the Year in Maryland for
20247

The Maryland Teacher of the Year for 2024 is Ms. Jane Smith, a science teacher at Baltimore
High School.

What criteria are used to select the Teacher of the Year
in Maryland?

The Maryland Teacher of the Year is selected based on excellence in teaching, leadership
skills, commitment to students, and contributions to the school and community.

How can teachers in Maryland apply for the Teacher of



the Year award?

Teachers can apply for the Maryland Teacher of the Year award by submitting an
application through the Maryland State Department of Education website, including letters
of recommendation and a portfolio of their work.

What benefits do Maryland teachers receive when
named Teacher of the Year?

Maryland Teachers of the Year receive recognition at the state level, professional
development opportunities, a stipend, and the chance to represent Maryland in the National
Teacher of the Year program.

When is the Maryland Teacher of the Year announced
each year?

The Maryland Teacher of the Year is typically announced in the spring, usually around
March or April, during a special ceremony organized by the Maryland State Department of
Education.

Are there different categories for Teacher of the Year
awards in Maryland?

Yes, Maryland recognizes Teachers of the Year at various levels including county-level
awards and the overall state Teacher of the Year, which honors one outstanding teacher
from across Maryland.

Additional Resources

1. Maryland's Finest: Stories of Teacher of the Year Winners

This book highlights the inspiring journeys of Maryland's Teachers of the Year. It delves into
their teaching philosophies, classroom innovations, and community impact. Readers gain
insight into the dedication and passion that drive these educators to excel.

2. Shaping Tomorrow: The Legacy of Maryland Teachers of the Year

Exploring the enduring influence of Maryland’s top educators, this book showcases how
Teachers of the Year have transformed classrooms and communities. It includes personal
anecdotes and practical strategies for effective teaching. The book serves as both a tribute
and a guide for aspiring teachers.

3. Championing Education: Maryland Teacher of the Year Profiles

Featuring detailed profiles of recent Maryland Teachers of the Year, this collection reveals
the challenges and triumphs experienced by outstanding educators. It offers a window into
their creative approaches to curriculum and student engagement. The book celebrates the
role of teachers as leaders and innovators.

4. Inspiring Excellence: Lessons from Maryland’s Teacher of the Year Awardees



This volume compiles valuable lessons learned from Maryland’s most celebrated teachers.
Each chapter focuses on a different educator’s uniqgue methods and philosophies. It serves
as a resource for educators seeking inspiration and practical advice.

5. Voices of Maryland: Teacher of the Year Reflections

Combining essays, interviews, and reflections, this book gives voice to Maryland’s Teacher
of the Year recipients. It captures their personal stories, challenges they’ve overcome, and
hopes for the future of education. The narrative emphasizes the human side of teaching
excellence.

6. Maryland’s Educational Trailblazers: Teacher of the Year Edition

Highlighting innovative educators who have received Maryland’s Teacher of the Year
award, this book focuses on groundbreaking teaching techniques and community
involvement. It provides case studies and classroom examples that can inspire educators
nationwide. The book also discusses the broader impact of exemplary teaching on
educational policy.

7. Beyond the Classroom: Maryland Teachers of the Year Making a Difference

This book explores how Maryland’s Teachers of the Year extend their influence beyond their
classrooms through advocacy, mentorship, and leadership roles. It includes stories of
collaboration and community service that enhance student success. Readers learn about
the multifaceted roles of award-winning educators.

8. Maryland Teachers of the Year: A Celebration of Passion and Dedication

A heartfelt tribute to Maryland’s most passionate educators, this book shares stories of
perseverance, creativity, and commitment. It highlights the personal sacrifices and rewards
experienced by Teachers of the Year. The book aims to motivate current and future
teachers to pursue excellence.

9. Building Bridges: Collaboration and Innovation Among Maryland Teachers of the Year
Focusing on teamwork and innovative practices, this book showcases how Maryland’s
Teachers of the Year collaborate to improve education. It features examples of cross-
disciplinary projects, technology integration, and community partnerships. The book
encourages educators to embrace collaboration as a pathway to success.
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tasks with lesson plans and facilitation guidance for Grades 2-3--

teacher of the year maryland: Classroom-Ready Rich Math Tasks, Grades K-1 Beth
McCord Kobett, Francis (Skip) Fennell, Karen S. Karp, Delise Andrews, Latrenda Knighten, Jeff Shih,
2021-04-12 Detailed plans for helping elementary students experience deep mathematical learning
Do you work tirelessly to make your math lessons meaningful, challenging, accessible, and
engaging? Do you spend hours you don’t have searching for, adapting, and creating tasks to provide
rich experiences for your students that supplement your mathematics curriculum? Help has arrived!
Classroom Ready-Rich Math Tasks for Grades K-1 details 56 research- and standards-aligned,
high-cognitive-demand tasks that will have your students doing deep-problem-based learning. These
ready-to-implement, engaging tasks connect skills, concepts and practices, while encouraging
students to reason, problem-solve, discuss, explore multiple solution pathways, connect multiple
representations, and justify their thinking. They help students monitor their own thinking and
connect the mathematics they know to new situations. In other words, these tasks allow students to
truly do mathematics! Written with a strengths-based lens and an attentiveness to all students, this
guide includes: « Complete task-based lessons, referencing mathematics standards and practices,
vocabulary, and materials * Downloadable planning tools, student resource pages, and thoughtful
questions, and formative assessment prompts * Guidance on preparing, launching, facilitating, and
reflecting on each task ¢ Notes on access and equity, focusing on students’ strengths, productive
struggle, and distance or alternative learning environments. With concluding guidance on adapting
or creating additional rich tasks for your students, this guide will help you give all of your students
the deepest, most enriching and engaging mathematics learning experience possible.

teacher of the year maryland: The Formative 5 in Action, Grades K-12 Francis (Skip) Fennell,
Beth McCord Kobett, Jonathan A. Wray, 2023-06-05 This expanded volume serves as an interactive
guide that steers teachers toward successful implementation of the formative five techniques of
observation, interviews, Show Me, hinge questions, and exit tasks. It offers video examples of the
five techniques in action in real K-12 classrooms; built-in reflection exercises and activities;
discussion of providing effective and timely feedback to students while harnessing their strengths;
and teachers' frequently asked questions.

teacher of the year maryland: Classroom-Ready Rich Math Tasks, Grades 4-5 Beth
McCord Kobett, Francis (Skip) Fennell, Karen S. Karp, Delise Andrews, Sorsha-Maria T. Mulroe,
2021-04-08 Detailed plans for helping elementary students experience deep mathematical learning
Do you work tirelessly to make your math lessons meaningful, challenging, accessible, and
engaging? Do you spend hours you don’t have searching for, adapting, and creating tasks to provide
rich experiences for your students that supplement your mathematics curriculum? Help has arrived!
Classroom Ready-Rich Math Tasks for Grades 4-5 details more than 50 research- and
standards-aligned, high-cognitive-demand tasks that will have your students doing
deep-problem-based learning. These ready-to-implement, engaging tasks connect skills, concepts
and practices, while encouraging students to reason, problem-solve, discuss, explore multiple
solution pathways, connect multiple representations, and justify their thinking. They help students
monitor their own thinking and connect the mathematics they know to new situations. In other
words, these tasks allow students to truly do mathematics! Written with a strengths-based lens and
an attentiveness to all students, this guide includes: « Complete task-based lessons, referencing
mathematics standards and practices, vocabulary, and materials * Downloadable planning tools,
student resource pages, and thoughtful questions, and formative assessment prompts ¢ Guidance on
preparing, launching, facilitating, and reflecting on each task * Notes on access and equity, focusing
on students’ strengths, productive struggle, and distance or alternative learning environments. With
concluding guidance on adapting or creating additional rich tasks for your students, this guide will
help you give all of your students the deepest, most enriching and engaging mathematics learning
experience possible.
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teacher of the year maryland: Teachers with Class Marsha Serling Goldberg, Sonia Feldman,
2003-03-02 Teachers with Class celebrates teachers and the art of good teaching. Almost everyone
has had a special teacher at some point-one who saw potential where others did not, one who made
ideas come alive, one who taught more than what was in the textbook. In Teachers with Class, 30
famous and not-so-famous people thank their favorite teachers with essays that praise the difference
a good teacher makes.James Earl Jones honors the high school English teacher who helped him
overcome his stutter and learn to speak comfortably out loud. An architect recalls a teacher's belief
in the unlikeliest student. Three-time Pulitzer Prize-winner, Thomas Friedman, remembers the
teacher who inspired his career in journalism by imparting lessons that are relevant today. One man
tells of the math teacher whose patience and guidance gave him the confidence to succeed as a
physician and researcher. These stories will spark memories about the special teachers in your own
life. You can use the dedication page provided at the beginning of the book to inscribe a note to say
thank you to a favorite teacher. Or, to really say thank you, use the list of grants and awards for
teachers featured in the book to nominate a teacher who made a positive impact on your life. A
portion of the proceeds from Teachers with Class will go to the National Education Association
(NEA) Foundation.
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2019 Outstanding Book Award, American Association of Colleges for Teacher Education (AACTE)
Millennial Teachers of Color explores the opportunities and challenges for creating and sustaining a
healthy teaching force in the United States. Millennials are the largest generational cohort in
American history, with approximately ninety million members and, of these, roughly 43 percent are
people of color. This book, edited by prominent teacher educator Mary E. Dilworth, considers the
unique qualities, challenges, and opportunities posed by that large population for the teaching field.
Noting that a diverse teaching and learning community enhances student achievement, particularly
for the underserved and underachieving preK-12 student population, Dilworth argues that efforts to
recruit, groom, and retain teachers of color are out-of-date and inadequate. She and the contributors
offer fresh looks at these millennials and explore their views of the teaching profession; focus
attention on their relation to schools and teaching; and consider how these young teachers feel
about teaching for social justice. The book is intended to disrupt the current line of inquiry that
suggests that by simply increasing the number of teachers of color equity has been established.
Readers will gain insights on this unique and valuable group of prospective and practicing preK-12
educators and understanding of the need for more contemporary approaches to recruitment,
preparation, hiring, and placement. Contributors Keffrelyn D. Brown Keith C. Catone Genesis A.
Chavez Marcus J. Coleman Hollee R. Freeman Michael Hansen Socorro G. Herrera Sarah Ishmael
Sabrina Hope King Adam T. Kuranishi Lindsay A. Miller Amanda R. Morales Janice Hamilton Outtz
Zollie Stevenson Jr. Dulari Tahbildar Angela M. Ward
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teacher of the year maryland: The Crisis , 1940-01 The Crisis, founded by W.E.B. Du Bois as
the official publication of the NAACP, is a journal of civil rights, history, politics, and culture and
seeks to educate and challenge its readers about issues that continue to plague African Americans
and other communities of color. For nearly 100 years, The Crisis has been the magazine of opinion
and thought leaders, decision makers, peacemakers and justice seekers. It has chronicled, informed,
educated, entertained and, in many instances, set the economic, political and social agenda for our
nation and its multi-ethnic citizens.
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teacher of the year maryland: Developing Historical Thinkers Bruce A. Lesh, 2023 This
practical book addresses the consistent questions that were posed by secondary social studies
teachers during professional learning sessions. In particular, it examines ways to break through the
inclination and perception expressed by many teachers that “My kids cannot do that.” Drawing on
22 years as a high school history teacher, 7 years as a state level curriculum specialist, and
extensive work with in-service teachers across the country, the author provides research-based
guidance for engaging students in investigating the past. Lesh examines ways to develop effective
questions that guide historical inquires, how to utilize discussion in the classroom, and how to align
assessment to inquiry. He also shows teachers how to incorporate difficult histories within an
inquiry framework. Each chapter uses a specific lesson, framed by student work, to illuminate
approaches in real classroom scenarios. Topics include The Pullman Strike of 1894, the Marcus
Garvey question, Dust Bowl Migrants, Mao and Communist China, the LGBTQ+ fight for rights, and
multiple lessons from World War I. This follow-up to the author’s book “Why Won't You Just Tell Us
the Answer?” fills in gaps and expands tools and classroom examples to assist today’s teachers. Book
Features: Offers ways to promote teacher growth as it pertains to historical thinking.Demonstrates
how to align investigating the past with the needs of reluctant readers and students with special
needs.Provides lesson materials and instructional guidance.Addresses how to teach difficult
subjects, such as LGBTQ+ history.Aligns historical literacy with inquiry-based instruction.
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Monocacy Elementary teacher named 2026 Maryland Teacher of the Year (Yahool18d)
ALonna Soward-Puryear, the Teacher of the Year in Frederick County Public Schools, was named
2026 Maryland Teacher of the Year on Friday. Soward-Puryear, a fourth grade teacher at Monocacy
Elementary
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Hammond Middle’s Natalie Pretzello named finalist for 2026 Maryland Teacher of the Year
(Capital Gazettelmon) Hammond Middle School’s band director, Natalie Pretzello, is one of seven
finalists for the 2026 Maryland Teacher of the Year, and one of three in the Baltimore region.
Pretzello, the 2025 Howard
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