
teacher questions to ask in an interview

teacher questions to ask in an interview are essential tools for educators seeking to
evaluate a prospective school or administration while demonstrating their professionalism
and preparedness. Asking the right questions not only helps teachers gather critical
information about the school culture, expectations, and resources but also signals genuine
interest and engagement to the interviewers. This article explores a comprehensive range
of teacher questions to ask in an interview, covering topics such as school environment,
curriculum, professional development, student diversity, and technology integration.
Understanding these areas can empower teachers to make informed career decisions and
align themselves with institutions that match their teaching philosophy and career goals.
Additionally, the article discusses strategic approaches to framing inquiries that reflect
both curiosity and expertise. The following sections provide detailed guidance on
structuring teacher questions to ask in an interview, ensuring a successful and insightful
dialogue with potential employers.

Understanding the School Environment

Curriculum and Instructional Practices

Professional Development and Growth Opportunities

Student Demographics and Support Services

Technology and Classroom Resources

School Culture and Community Involvement

Evaluation and Feedback Processes

Understanding the School Environment
Gaining insight into the school environment is crucial for any teacher preparing for an
interview. The questions in this category aim to uncover the school's atmosphere,
leadership style, and overall climate. These factors significantly affect job satisfaction and
teaching effectiveness. By asking targeted teacher questions to ask in an interview,
candidates can assess whether the school’s values and expectations align with their own
educational philosophy.

Leadership and Administrative Support
Understanding the leadership style and administrative support available at a school helps
teachers anticipate the level of collaboration and guidance they can expect. Inquiring
about leadership promotes clarity on decision-making processes and problem-solving



approaches.

Can you describe the leadership style of the school administration?

How does the administration support teachers in managing classroom challenges?

What is the process for communicating concerns or suggestions to school leaders?

School Safety and Discipline Policies
Teacher questions to ask in an interview should include inquiries into school safety and
discipline policies to understand the measures in place for student behavior management
and overall security.

What are the school’s protocols for ensuring student safety?

How does the school handle disciplinary issues and conflicts?

Are there specific programs or initiatives aimed at promoting positive behavior?

Curriculum and Instructional Practices
Understanding the curriculum framework and instructional expectations is vital for
teachers preparing for a new role. Questions in this section help clarify the academic
standards, teaching methodologies, and assessment strategies employed by the school.

Curriculum Alignment and Flexibility
Different schools may have varying degrees of curriculum rigidity or flexibility. Teachers
must explore how much freedom they have in designing lessons and adapting materials to
student needs.

How is the curriculum aligned with state or national standards?

Are teachers encouraged to adapt or supplement the curriculum?

What resources are available to support curriculum development?



Assessment and Grading Practices
Teacher questions to ask in an interview should address the types of assessments used
and grading policies to understand expectations for student evaluation and progress
monitoring.

What types of assessments are commonly used across grade levels?

How is student progress tracked and reported?

Are there opportunities for formative assessments to inform instruction?

Professional Development and Growth
Opportunities
Continued professional growth is a key concern for educators. Asking about professional
development opportunities signals a commitment to lifelong learning and helps teachers
determine whether the school supports career advancement.

Training and Workshops
Teachers should inquire about the variety and frequency of training sessions, workshops,
or conferences available through the school or district.

What professional development programs are offered to teachers?

Are there opportunities for teachers to attend external conferences or seminars?

How does the school encourage collaboration and sharing of best practices among
staff?

Career Advancement and Leadership Roles
Understanding potential pathways for advancement within the school or district can help
teachers envision their future growth and leadership opportunities.

Are there opportunities for teachers to take on leadership roles or mentor others?

What support is available for teachers pursuing advanced certifications or degrees?

How does the school recognize and reward outstanding teaching performance?



Student Demographics and Support Services
Teacher questions to ask in an interview should also focus on the student population and
the support systems in place to address diverse learning needs. This information helps
teachers prepare for classroom diversity and challenges.

Student Diversity and Inclusion
Understanding the demographic makeup and inclusion policies allows teachers to
anticipate cultural and linguistic diversity as well as any specialized support required.

Can you describe the student demographic profile of the school?

How does the school support English language learners and students with special
needs?

What programs or resources are available to promote diversity and inclusion?

Support Services and Intervention Programs
Teachers should inquire about counseling, tutoring, and intervention services to better
understand how the school addresses academic and social-emotional challenges.

What types of academic support services are available to students?

How does the school identify and intervene with struggling students?

Are there partnerships with external organizations for additional student support?

Technology and Classroom Resources
With technology playing an increasingly important role in education, teachers must ask
about the availability and integration of technological tools and classroom resources.
These questions help gauge how well-equipped the school is for modern teaching
practices.

Technology Integration
Questions related to technology reveal how the school incorporates digital tools into
teaching and learning processes.

What technology platforms and devices are provided to teachers and students?



Is there training available for integrating technology into lessons?

How does the school support remote or hybrid learning environments?

Classroom Materials and Supplies
Knowing the extent of available classroom resources helps teachers plan and deliver
effective instruction.

What types of instructional materials and supplies are provided?

Are teachers given autonomy to purchase additional resources if needed?

How does the school handle maintenance and updating of classroom equipment?

School Culture and Community Involvement
Teacher questions to ask in an interview should also explore the overall culture of the
school and its relationship with the wider community. These factors contribute
significantly to the school’s identity and teacher satisfaction.

Collaboration and Teamwork
Understanding the nature of collaboration among staff can help teachers assess the
working environment and opportunities for professional support.

How does the school promote collaboration among teachers and staff?

Are there regular team meetings or professional learning communities?

What is the general approach to conflict resolution within the faculty?

Parental and Community Engagement
Questions about community involvement provide insight into the school’s connections with
parents and local organizations, which influence student support and engagement.

How does the school encourage parental involvement in student learning?

Are there partnerships with local businesses or community groups?



What opportunities exist for teachers to participate in community outreach?

Evaluation and Feedback Processes
Teachers should seek clarity on how their performance will be evaluated and the feedback
mechanisms in place. This helps set expectations and supports continuous improvement.

Performance Appraisal
Understanding evaluation criteria and frequency allows teachers to prepare for formal
assessments and align their goals with school expectations.

What is the process for teacher evaluations and observations?

How often are performance reviews conducted?

Are self-assessments or peer reviews part of the evaluation?

Feedback and Support
Asking about feedback mechanisms clarifies how teachers receive constructive input and
support for professional growth.

How is feedback typically delivered to teachers?

Are there mentorship programs or coaching available?

What resources are provided to help teachers improve instructional practices?

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some common questions teachers should ask
during a job interview?
Common questions include inquiries about the school's teaching philosophy, classroom
management expectations, professional development opportunities, collaboration with
colleagues, and support for student diversity.



Why is it important for teachers to ask questions during
an interview?
Asking questions demonstrates the teacher’s interest in the school, helps assess if the
school environment aligns with their teaching style, and shows proactive engagement in
their potential role.

What questions can teachers ask to understand the
school's culture?
Teachers can ask about the school's values, how staff collaborate, support systems for
teachers and students, and examples of how the school fosters a positive learning
environment.

Which questions help teachers learn about professional
development opportunities?
Questions like 'What types of professional development are offered?', 'Are there
mentorship programs?', and 'How does the school support continuous learning for
teachers?' are effective.

How can teachers inquire about student behavior and
discipline policies?
Teachers might ask, 'What are the school’s expectations regarding classroom
management?', 'How are behavioral issues typically handled?', and 'What support is
available for managing challenging behaviors?'

What questions should teachers ask to understand
expectations for lesson planning and curriculum?
Teachers can ask about curriculum flexibility, the use of standardized materials,
expectations for lesson planning, and how student assessment is conducted.

How can teachers assess opportunities for collaboration
during an interview?
They can ask about team teaching, professional learning communities, frequency of staff
meetings, and how teachers share resources and strategies.

What questions can help teachers understand the
support for diverse learners?
Questions like 'How does the school support students with special needs?', 'Are there
resources for English language learners?', and 'What inclusion practices are in place?' are
important.



How should teachers phrase questions to leave a
positive impression?
Teachers should ask thoughtful, open-ended questions that show they have researched the
school, such as 'Can you describe how teachers here contribute to school improvement?'
or 'What do you value most about your teaching staff?'

Additional Resources
1. Top Teacher Interview Questions and How to Answer Them
This book offers a comprehensive guide to the most frequently asked questions during
teacher job interviews. It provides practical strategies and sample answers to help
candidates prepare effectively. Readers will gain confidence in articulating their teaching
philosophy, classroom management skills, and educational experiences.

2. Mastering the Teacher Interview: Questions and Answers for Success
Focused on helping educators excel in interviews, this book breaks down common and
challenging questions with detailed explanations. It includes tips for demonstrating
professionalism and passion for teaching. The author also covers how to handle situational
and behavioral questions to leave a lasting impression.

3. The Essential Teacher Interview Question Handbook
A go-to resource for aspiring teachers, this handbook compiles an extensive list of
interview questions tailored for various grade levels and subjects. It guides readers
through structuring their responses with clarity and confidence. Additionally, the book
discusses how to showcase one’s unique strengths during interviews.

4. Interviewing for Teachers: Questions, Answers, and Strategies
This practical guide prepares educators for the interview process by presenting typical
questions along with suggested answers. It emphasizes the importance of aligning
responses with school values and student needs. The book also provides advice on body
language and follow-up questions.

5. Teacher Interview Success: How to Prepare and Impress
Designed to boost candidates’ success rates, this book highlights key interview questions
and effective ways to respond. It covers topics such as curriculum planning, student
engagement, and conflict resolution. Readers also learn how to present themselves
confidently and professionally.

6. Questions Every Teacher Should Expect in an Interview
This book compiles a targeted list of questions that school administrators commonly ask
prospective teachers. It helps readers anticipate and prepare thoughtful answers that
reflect their teaching philosophy and experience. The book also includes tips for handling
unexpected or difficult questions gracefully.

7. The Complete Guide to Teacher Interview Questions
An all-encompassing manual, this guide covers a wide range of interview questions from
general inquiries to specific pedagogical challenges. It offers model answers and advice
for customizing responses to fit individual teaching styles. The book is ideal for both new



and experienced educators seeking to refine their interview skills.

8. Effective Teacher Interview Techniques and Questions
This resource teaches educators how to approach interview questions strategically to
highlight their qualifications and passion. It discusses techniques for answering behavioral
questions and providing concrete examples. The book also explores common pitfalls to
avoid during interviews.

9. Nailing the Teacher Interview: Proven Questions and Winning Answers
Packed with real interview questions and sample responses, this book helps teachers
prepare thoroughly for job interviews. It offers insights into what interviewers are looking
for and how to communicate strengths convincingly. Additionally, it provides guidance on
post-interview follow-up and reflection.
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introspection.Overall, interview portfolios were not key contributors to principals' hiring decisions.
The reasons for this varied. Some principals mentioned time constraints during interviews. Others
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preparation, teacher recruitment and hiring, and information management in Central City School
District. Perhaps one of the most valuable benefits of the portfolio process lies in the development of
a new norm for the profession: placing discussion and debate about what constitutes good teaching
into a public forum.
  teacher questions to ask in an interview: The New Teacher's Handbook Gary M. Garfield,
2000 Educational resource for teachers, parents and kids!
  teacher questions to ask in an interview: 10 Steps for Hiring Effective Teachers Mary C.
Clement, 2015-01-08 The quick-read, step-by-step guide to hiring outstanding teachers! Whether you
are new to hiring or searching for a fresh approach, this invaluable guide helps you select the best
possible candidates. Mary Clement, a nationally-awarded expert on teacher hiring, presents proven
strategies for identifying high-performing teachers. Readers will learn Ten best practices that
address every stage of the hiring process Techniques and sample questions for Behavior-Based
Interviewing Interview questions to avoid How to involve teacher peers in interviewing and
mentoring new hires Identify and hire high-performing teachers, and see your students’ academic
potential flourish! Mary has intimate knowledge of the realities of the hiring process in schools and
her suggestions for improvement are rooted in these facts. The need for the book is long overdue.
—Tim Neubert, Board President, Illinois Association for Employment in Education Human Resources
Administrator, Veteran School District Starting with the opening pages Mary Clement provides the
reader with succinct, research-based targeted information on good hiring policy and practice. Her
emphasis on behavior-based interviewing and involvement of other school stakeholders is well taken.
—Lloyd Goldsmith, Professor and Program Director Department of Graduate Studies in Education,
Abilene Christian University They say hiring a teacher is a multi-million dollar decision. When a
multi-million dollar decision is being made you want the best process for obtaining the best teachers
that you can. 10 Steps for Hiring Effective Teachers will put you on that path. —L. Robert Furman,
Elementary Principal South Park School District
  teacher questions to ask in an interview: Six Types of Teachers Douglas J. Fiore, Todd
Whitaker, 2005 First Published in 2005. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa
company.
  teacher questions to ask in an interview: So You Have to Have a Portfolio Robert Lee
Wyatt, Sandra Looper, 2004 Portfolios are used more and more in the education field. This book is
user-friendly for anyone, whether starting a new portfolio, or updating an older one. A portfolio truly
has to reflect the owner and this book helps to show how that can be done.Karen K. Coblentz,
PrincipalDassel Elementary, Dassel-Cokato Schools, Minnesota This practical, yet thoughtfully
prepared book is a worthwhile text and an excellent primer for teacher educators involved in
familiarizing teacher candidates about portfolio development and assessment.Orest Cap, Professor
of EducationUniversity of Manitoba Demystify and simplify the process of creating a high-impact
professional portfolio! From getting the grade to getting the job, portfolios have become an
important aspect of assessment and professional development within education. Yet many teachers
and prospective teachers are left stranded without the guidance and tools needed to prepare and
present a powerful professional portfolio. This must-have guide offers comprehensive yet concise
tips, plus a practical approach--centered on the simple CORP (collection, organization, reflection,
and presentation) concept--to alleviate the anxiety and frustration often associated with the process.
Expanding upon the popular first edition, this updated version boasts the following new features: A
new chapter on Electronic Portfolios, including the pros and cons, and numerous online resources A
new chapter on creating a specialized portfolio for National Board Certification Even more
user-friendly tools--including additional activities, questions, reflections, and examples The
indispensable information is coupled with practical tools for easy implementation, including
checklists, templates, forms, guidelines, protocols, and sample rubrics.
  teacher questions to ask in an interview: Teaching Elementary Students Real-Life
Inquiry Skills Kristy Hill, 2019-10-16 Fake news and misinformation is everywhere. Learn how to
teach elementary students to locate reliable information, evaluate sources, and develop their writing



skills in the classroom and in the library. Empower students to find and evaluate information with
this practical guide to supporting classroom writing and research instruction. You'll learn ways to
teach students to evaluate information for accuracy and to collect information from credible sources
such as library journals. Additionally, you'll learn how to incorporate writing into your makerspace,
encourage curiosity through the inquiry process, and help students to find their voice. Along the
way, you'll discover how to support various writing genres including technical writing and the
research project and how to teach prewriting for digital media such as websites, blogs, and social
media. Lesson plans, which can be adapted from year to year as a part of the classroom and library
curriculum, explain how students can use databases, search engines, books, and expert testimony to
gather information. Also included are student samples and hands-on activities that will get students
excited about learning.
  teacher questions to ask in an interview: Classroom Advice for New Teachers Jeff Julian,
2019-07-12 This book offers new teachers a proactive approach to the entire spectrum of the
profession, from making the decision to become a teacher, through applying, interviewing, setting
up a classroom, accessing curriculum, creating lesson plans and a gradebook, presenting material
effectively, creating a positive learning environment based on empathy and respect, connecting with
students, colleagues, administrators, and parents, preventing cheating and bullying, maintaining
order, and using educational technology, all the way to avoiding late-career burnout.
  teacher questions to ask in an interview: Igniting Student Potential Angus M. Gunn,
Robert W. Richburg, Rita Smilkstein, 2007 ′Handle With Care′ should be on the front cover so that
the eager teacher uses the book as an inspirational resource.--Roy Bentley, Professor Emeritus,
University of British Columbia A wonderful guidebook for people moving toward constructivism and
for many who are already there.--Geoffrey Caine, Director, Caine Learning Fosters a refreshing
educational discourse of possibility and offers some very useful classroom strategies that work with
today′s youth.--Peter P. Grimmett, Director, Institute for Studies in Teacher Education, Simon Fraser
University Kindle students′ excitement for learning with transformative, field-tested strategies and
lessons! Students are natural thinkers and pattern-seekers who are born to learn. Tapping into their
innate abilities is the key to engaging students in their own learning. This innovative guide helps
teachers maximize student engagement and achievement by combining brain research, classroom
applications, and teaching skills based on the Natural Human Learning Process (NHLP). Ideal for
preservice and inservice teacher training and professional development, this superb resource
covers: Working with diverse learners from PreK through high school and beyond Curriculum
applications and sample lessons across content areas, teaching methods, and learning styles
Research and theory, instructional planning and strategies, assessment, teaching for transfer, and
more
  teacher questions to ask in an interview: TESOL Guide for Critical Praxis in Teaching,
Inquiry, and Advocacy Crawford, Jenifer, Filback, Robert A., 2021-09-17 The field of TESOL
encompasses English teachers who teach English as an additional language in English-dominant
countries and those teachers who teach English as a foreign language in countries where a language
other than English is the official language. This range of educators teaches English to children,
adolescents, and adults in primary, secondary, post-secondary, popular education, and language
academies or tutoring centers. The diversity of learners and contexts within the TESOL field
presents a unique opportunity for educators to address varied educational and societal needs. This
opportunity calls for TESOL educators who can support the whole learner in a range of contexts for
the greater social good. There is an urgent need for readily reproducible and step-by-step
research-based practices and current standards in TESOL that bridge the gap between critical
scholarship and equitable teaching practices. This book would serve as a critical addition to current
literature in TESOL. TESOL Guide for Critical Praxis in Teaching, Inquiry, and Advocacy is an
essential reference that provides practical and equitable step-by-step guides for TESOL educators
through the current best practices and methods for effective and equity-minded teaching, critical
inquiry, and transformative advocacy. This book is of particular value as it bridges theories to



practices with a critical look at racial and social justice in English language teaching, which will lead
to the integration of social justice-focused practice across the new curriculum. Covering topics such
as integrated language instruction, equity and inclusivity, critical consciousness, and online
learning, this text is essential for in-service and pre-service TESOL educators, education students,
researchers, administrators, teacher educators, and academicians.
  teacher questions to ask in an interview: The Ultimate Student Teaching Guide Kisha N.
Daniels, Gerrelyn C. Patterson, Yolanda L. Dunston, 2013-12-26 Concise and focused on practical
strategies, this engaging, lighthearted guide provides teacher candidates a road map for negotiating
the complex and diverse terrain of pre-K through 12 schools, while providing opportunities to
develop the skills of reflection that are crucial to becoming a successful practitioner. The Second
Edition provides practical, research-based, field-tested strategies that student teachers can
immediately apply as they encounter school concerns, solve classroom challenges, negotiate social
conflicts, and, new to this edition, navigate the job search and interview process. Concluding
chapters challenge readers to view student teaching as a process and to use reflection as a tool for
professional growth. Thoroughly updated throughout, the Second Edition includes expanded
coverage of workplace professionalism, an introduction to accreditation and the Common Core
standards, and more.
  teacher questions to ask in an interview: Teacher Explanation During Reading
Instruction , 1985
  teacher questions to ask in an interview: Forum , 1980
  teacher questions to ask in an interview: Drama Education and Second Language
Learning Joe Winston, Madonna Stinson, 2016-04-08 In recent years the contribution of drama to
second language learning has grown internationally as a field of interest to both teachers and
researchers. The potential for drama to provide strong social contexts for learning, to provide
opportunities for the learner to embody the target language and to motivate students’ desire to
communicate have been increasingly recognized as fruitful areas of inquiry. This book provides a
brief historical perspective on the development of this interest before presenting a range of
examples drawn from recent research projects led by those who are themselves experienced as
drama and second language teachers. Drawing on a variety of theoretical perspectives and
deploying a range of methodological processes, the chapters present evidence as to how and why
drama can impact on student learning in a range of classrooms, from the primary school through to
undergraduate level. Focusing on issues such as questioning in role, the professional development of
second language teachers interested in using drama, and the role of artistry when applying drama as
pedagogy for second language learning, they provide an up to date picture of contemporary
practices and an acute analysis of both the possibilities and the challenges facing researchers in the
field. This book was originally published as a special issue of Research in Drama Education: The
Journal of Applied Theatre and Performance.
  teacher questions to ask in an interview: The Newly Qualified Teacher's Handbook Elizabeth
Holmes, 2013-09-13 The Newly Qualified Teacher’s Handbook is an essential companion for all new
teachers. Practical, comprehensive and lively, this invaluable guide covers all aspects of your first
crucial months and years, and will set your teaching career off on the right track. This updated and
expanded second edition is the first book to draw on the new Induction Regulations for NQTs for
September 2008 onwards. It gives tried and tested advice on everything you need to know, from
induction to inspection, from getting your first job to continuing development. New features include
a revised first chapter covering key areas of concern for trainees and NQTs, the updated statement
of professional values and a comprehensive appendix detailing the code of conduct for teachers and
further reading and references. Areas covered include: finding jobs and coping with them the
interview process easing stresses and difficulties staffroom politics and etiquette what makes
lessons effective the latest legislative requirements professional development and looking after the
future. The Newly Qualified Teacher’s Handbook is an indispensable survival guide for all NQTs and
trainees who want to sail swiftly and successfully through the first years of their teaching career.



  teacher questions to ask in an interview: Campus Visits and College Interviews The College
Board, 2012-09-01 Campus Visits and College Interviews from The College Board teaches you how to
get the most out of your campus visits, and get the stress out of your college interviews. Updated to
give the pros and cons of college Web sites and virtual visits, and reformatted with easy-to-use
charts and checklists, this quick and handy guide will help you get the right impression during your
visit and make the right impression during your interview. It tells you the best times to visit; what to
look for while you're there; what questions to expect during your interview; what questions you
should ask; and more.
  teacher questions to ask in an interview: Understanding Spoken English - Teacher's
Book Two Susan Boyer, 2003 This book is designed to help students of English understand spoken
language as it is encountered in everyday business and social situations in English speaking
environments around the world. It provides information about the social and business conventions of
spoken English such as, talking about plans and intentions, agreeing and disagreeing politely,
checking meaning and giving feedback and using telephoning and interview strategies.
  teacher questions to ask in an interview: Because Teaching Matters Marleen C. Pugach,
2009-01-06 Real challenges. Real choices. And very real consequences. That's what today's
classrooms are about. That's why Marleen Pugach's Because Teaching Matter: An Introduction to
the Profession 2e is all about depicting today’s classrooms as they truly are, while at the same time
highlighting the enormous impact teachers have on students’ lives. Organized around five
professional commitments – from learning from multiple sources of knowledge, using the curriculum
responsibly, and embracing diversity, to meeting the needs of individual students and contributing
actively to the profession – Because Teaching Matter: An Introduction to the Profession 2e tells the
true story of today’s complex classrooms. But there’s more. It also drives home that though the
decision to teach is a serious one, it is one that can be extremely rewarding. Current research;
practical discussions; and realistic cases capture the breadth and depth of the modern teaching
experience, while a warm, engaging writing style make the text a pleasure to read. Ideal for
Foundations of Education and Introduction to Teaching courses designed to provide preservice
teachers with an overview of the profession.
  teacher questions to ask in an interview: Cambridge Global English Stage 2 Teacher's
Resource Annie Altamirano, Caroline Linse, Elly Schottman, 2014-05-22 Cambridge Global English is
a nine-stage language-rich course for learners of English as a Second Language, following the
Cambridge International Examinations curriculum framework. Teacher's Resource 2 provides
step-by-step guidance notes for teachers for each lesson in every unit to support teaching the
content of Learner's Book 2. Notes on Activity Book 2 are also included. A unit overview provides a
snapshot of lesson objectives and the language and skills covered. The notes include answer keys to
activities in the Learner's Book and Activity Book, complete audio scripts, suggestions for
differentiation and assessment, cross-curricular links, portfolio opportunities and additional
unit-linked photocopiable activities and unit-based wordlists.
  teacher questions to ask in an interview: Connect Teachers Edition 4 Jack C. Richards,
Carlos Barbisan, Chuck Sandy, 2004-12-13 Connect, First Edition, is a fun, 4-level, multi-skills
American English course especially written and designed for young adolescents. The comprehensive,
interleaved Teacher's Edition 4 provides teaching support for Student's Book 4, which is a
high-intermediate-level text for students aged 11-15. Teacher's Edition 4 provides step-by-step
instructions to present, practice, and review all new language. It also features the audio scripts,
optional exercises, and informative notes. The back of Teacher's Edition 4 contains a rich source of
support materials, many of which are copiable.
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