teacher defended by darrow in 1925
crossword

teacher defended by darrow in 1925 crossword is a phrase that points to a
historically significant figure famously associated with one of the most
pivotal legal battles in American history. This keyword often appears in
crossword puzzles referencing the 1925 Scopes Trial, where the renowned
defense attorney Clarence Darrow represented a teacher charged with violating
Tennessee's Butler Act by teaching evolution in a public school.
Understanding the context behind this clue requires an exploration of the
trial itself, the key individuals involved, and the cultural implications of
this landmark case. This article will delve into the background of the
teacher defended by Darrow in 1925 crossword, the details of the trial, and
its lasting impact on education and legal history.
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Background of the Teacher Defended by Darrow in
1925

The phrase "teacher defended by Darrow in 1925 crossword" refers to John T.
Scopes, a high school science teacher from Dayton, Tennessee. Scopes became
the defendant in a highly publicized trial after he was accused of teaching
Charles Darwin’s theory of evolution, which was prohibited by the Tennessee
Butler Act. This law forbade any public school teacher from denying the
Biblical account of creation and instead teaching evolution theory. Scopes’
willingness to be the test case was a deliberate act to challenge the
constitutionality of the statute and bring national attention to the debate
between modern science and religious traditionalism.

Who Was John T. Scopes?

John Thomas Scopes was a young educator who taught a range of subjects



including biology. His role in the trial was not just as a teacher but as a

figurehead for a broader cultural conflict. Although Scopes himself admitted
that he may have only briefly mentioned evolution in his classroom, his case
became the focal point for the fight over academic freedom and the teaching

of science in schools. The trial thrust him into the national spotlight and

made him one of the most famous teachers in American history.

The Butler Act and Its Enforcement

The Butler Act, enacted in Tennessee in 1925, prohibited public school
teachers from denying the Biblical story of divine creation and from teaching
that humans descended from lower animals. This law was part of a broader
movement in several states to restrict the teaching of evolution, which many
religious groups viewed as contradictory to their beliefs. The act’s
enforcement led to John T. Scopes’ arrest and subsequent trial, setting the
stage for a confrontation between science and religion.

The Scopes Trial: Context and Significance

The Scopes Trial, officially known as The State of Tennessee v. John Thomas
Scopes, was a landmark legal case held in July 1925. It was a highly
publicized event that attracted national and international attention due to
its implications for education, religion, and the law. The trial symbolized
the tension between modernist and traditionalist values in early 20th-century
America.

Setting and Timeline of the Trial

The trial took place in Dayton, Tennessee, a small town that became the
epicenter of a national debate. The proceedings lasted for eight days, from
July 10 to July 21, 1925. The case was deliberately staged by local
businessmen hoping to put Dayton on the map, and the American Civil Liberties
Union (ACLU) sought a willing defendant to challenge the Butler Act. Scopes
volunteered for the role, leading to the famous courtroom battle.

Key Issues at Stake

The trial centered on whether teaching evolution in public schools violated
state law, but it also raised broader issues:



e Academic freedom and the rights of teachers
e The separation of church and state in public education
e The role of science versus religion in shaping public policy

e The cultural clash between modernism and fundamentalism

Clarence Darrow’s Role as Defense Attorney

Clarence Darrow was one of the most prominent defense lawyers of the early
20th century, known for his eloquence and commitment to civil liberties. He
was hired by the ACLU to defend John T. Scopes and challenge the
constitutionality of the Butler Act. Darrow’s involvement elevated the trial
to a national spectacle and brought attention to the legal and philosophical
issues at the heart of the case.

Darrow’s Legal Strategy

Darrow focused on questioning the validity of the Butler Act and advocating
for scientific education. He employed several tactics throughout the trial,
including:

e Highlighting the importance of teaching evolution as part of scientific

progress

e Cross-examining William Jennings Bryan, the prosecuting attorney and a
three-time presidential candidate

e Challenging the literal interpretation of the Bible in the courtroom

e Arguing for freedom of thought and inquiry in education

The Famous Cross-Examination of William Jennings
Bryan

One of the most memorable moments in the trial was Darrow’s cross-examination
of Bryan, who represented the prosecution and defended Biblical literalism.
Darrow questioned Bryan on his views about the Bible and its interpretation,



exposing contradictions and prompting Bryan to admit that not all Biblical
passages should be taken literally. This exchange highlighted the
complexities of the debate between faith and science.

Impact of the Trial on Education and Society

The Scopes Trial had far-reaching consequences beyond the courtroom. It
sparked nationwide discussions about the role of religion in public education
and the acceptance of scientific theories. Although Scopes was found guilty
and fined, the trial marked a turning point in American cultural history.

Changes in Legal and Educational Policies

While the Butler Act remained in effect for several decades, the trial
galvanized efforts to promote academic freedom and the teaching of evolution.
Over time, many states repealed similar laws, and evolution became a standard
part of science curricula. The case also influenced legal precedents
regarding the separation of church and state in public schools.

Legacy in Popular Culture and Media

The Scopes Trial inspired numerous books, plays, and films, cementing its
status as a symbol of the conflict between tradition and modernity. It
remains a frequently referenced event in discussions about science education
and religious freedom.

Teacher Defended by Darrow in 1925 Crossword
Answers and Clues

The phrase "teacher defended by Darrow in 1925 crossword" is commonly used as
a crossword clue, with the answer typically being "SCOPES." This answer
directly references John T. Scopes, the teacher at the center of the trial.
Crossword puzzles often use variations of this clue to test solvers'
knowledge of historical events and figures.

Common Crossword Clues and Answers

Examples of crossword clues related to the teacher defended by Darrow in 1925



include:

1. “Teacher defended by Darrow in 1925” — SCOPES
2. “Defendant in the 1925 evolution trial” — SCOPES

3. “Science teacher in a famous 1925 trial” — SCOPES

Why This Clue Is Popular in Crosswords

This clue is popular because it blends history, law, and education into a
concise challenge. It appeals to those interested in American history and
legal milestones, making it a staple in crossword puzzles of various
difficulty levels. The clue also helps maintain awareness of the cultural
significance of the Scopes Trial.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the teacher defended by Clarence Darrow in
19257

John T. Scopes

What was the 1925 trial involving a teacher defended
by Clarence Darrow called?

The Scopes Monkey Trial

Why was the teacher defended by Darrow in 1925 on
trial?

For teaching evolution in a public school, violating Tennessee's Butler Act

What subject did the teacher defended by Darrow in
1925 teach?

Biology



What was the outcome of the 1925 trial where Darrow
defended a teacher?

John T. Scopes was found guilty and fined $100

Which law was the teacher defended by Darrow accused
of breaking in 19257

The Butler Act

Where did the 1925 trial defended by Clarence Darrow
take place?

Dayton, Tennessee

What was Clarence Darrow’s role in the 1925 trial
involving a teacher?

He was the defense attorney for John T. Scopes

How has the 1925 trial defended by Darrow influenced
education and law?

It highlighted the conflict between science and religion in education and
sparked national debate on academic freedom and evolution.

Additional Resources

1. Inherit the Wind

This play by Jerome Lawrence and Robert E. Lee dramatizes the famous 1925
Scopes "Monkey" Trial where teacher John T. Scopes was defended by Clarence
Darrow. It explores the conflict between science and religion, focusing on
the teaching of evolution in public schools. The story highlights the
cultural and legal battles over academic freedom and intellectual inquiry.

2. The Scopes Trial: A Brief History with Documents by Ronald L. Numbers

This book provides an accessible overview of the Scopes Trial, including
primary source documents such as trial transcripts and contemporary news
accounts. It offers insight into the legal arguments used by Clarence Darrow
to defend the teacher and the broader implications for education and law. The
volume is a valuable resource for understanding the historical context of the
trial.

3. Clarence Darrow: Attorney for the Damned by John A. Farrell
A comprehensive biography of Clarence Darrow, this book covers his life and
career with a special focus on his role in the 1925 Scopes Trial. It reveals



Darrow's motivations, legal strategies, and his place in American legal
history. Readers gain a deeper understanding of the man who defended the
teacher and challenged anti-evolution laws.

4. Summer for the Gods: The Scopes Trial and America's Continuing Debate Over
Science and Religion by Edward J. Larson

This Pulitzer Prize-winning book examines the Scopes Trial in detail and
discusses its lasting impact on American society. Larson provides a balanced
narrative that situates the trial within the ongoing conflict between science
and religion in public education. The book is both informative and engaging
for readers interested in legal and cultural history.

5. The Monkey Trial by Edward J. Larson

Focusing specifically on the 1925 trial, this book recounts the events
surrounding John T. Scopes' prosecution and Clarence Darrow's defense. It
delves into the courtroom drama, the key figures involved, and the social
climate of the time. The narrative captures the tension and significance of
this landmark case.

6. Defending Science: A Biography of Clarence Darrow by Thomas R. Hensley
This biography highlights Darrow's contributions to defending scientific
inquiry, particularly his role in the Scopes Trial. It explores his legal
philosophy and commitment to civil liberties. The book provides context for
understanding how Darrow's defense shaped debates over education and
intellectual freedom.

7. Judgment at Dayton: The Scopes Trial by Robert D. Wood

A concise retelling of the trial that captures the legal and cultural stakes
of the case. Wood emphasizes the significance of Darrow's defense of the
teacher and the broader fight over evolution education. The book is suitable
for readers seeking a clear and straightforward account of the historic
trial.

8. Evolution on Trial: The 1925 Scopes Monkey Trial by Edward J. Larson
This work offers a detailed examination of the scientific, legal, and
cultural dimensions of the trial. It discusses the arguments presented by
Clarence Darrow and the prosecution, as well as the trial’s aftermath. The
book helps readers understand the complexities of the debate over evolution
in schools.

9. The Great Monkey Trial by L. Sprague de Camp

A narrative history that brings to life the personalities and drama of the
Scopes Trial. De Camp portrays Clarence Darrow’s defense of the teacher with
vivid storytelling and historical analysis. The book is both informative and
entertaining, providing a comprehensive look at this pivotal moment in
education and law.
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