TEACHER CERTIFICATION SOUTH DAKOTA

TEACHER CERTIFICATION SOUTH DAKOTA IS A CRITICAL CREDENTIAL FOR INDIVIDUALS ASPIRING TO BECOME PROFESSIONAL
EDUCATORS IN THE STATE. THIS ARTICLE PROVIDES A COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW OF THE TEACHER CERTIFICATION PROCESS IN
SouTH DAKOTA, OUTLINING THE NECESSARY STEPS, QUALIFICATIONS, AND REQUIREMENTS. W/HETHER YOU ARE A RECENT
GRADUATE, AN OUT-OF-STATE TEACHER SEEKING RECIPROCITY, OR SOMEONE CONSIDERING A CAREER CHANGE, UNDERSTANDING
HOW TO OBTAIN AND MAINTAIN TEACHER CERTIFICATION IN SOUTH DAKOTA IS ESSENTIAL. THE STATE’S DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATION MANAGES THE CERTIFICATION PROCESS, ENSURING THAT ALL TEACHERS MEET THE STANDARDS REQUIRED TO DELIVER
QUALITY EDUCATION. ADDITIONALLY, THIS GUIDE COVERS ALTERNATIVE PATHWAYS, RENEWAL PROCEDURES, AND
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT EXPECTATIONS THAT ARE INTEGRAL TO SUSTAINING CERTIFICATION. THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS
WILL DETAIL EACH ASPECT TO GIVE A CLEAR AND CONCISE PATHWAY TOWARDS BECOMING A CERTIFIED TEACHER IN SOUTH
DAKOTA.

o OVERVIEW OF TEACHER CERTIFICATION IN SoUTH DAkOTA

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS

® APPLICATION PROCESS

o ALTERNATIVE CERTIFICATION ROUTES

o CERTIFICATION RENEWAL AND PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

ReciprocCITY AND OUT-0OF-STATE CERTIFICATION

OVERVIEW OF TEACHER CERTIFICATION IN SOUTH DAKOTA

TEACHER CERTIFICATION IN SOUTH DAKOTA IS A FORMAL RECOGNITION ISSUED BY THE SOUTH DAKOTA DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATION, CONFIRMING THAT AN INDIVIDUAL HAS MET SPECIFIC EDUCATIONAL AND PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS TO TEACH IN
PUBLIC SCHOOLS. CERTIFICATION ENSURES THAT TEACHERS POSSESS THE NECESSARY KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS, AND COMPETENCIES
TO EFFECTIVELY EDUCATE STUDENTS ACROSS VARIOUS GRADE LEVELS AND SUBJECT AREAS. SOUTH DAKOTA OFFERS SEVERAL
TYPES OF TEACHING CERTIFICATES, INCLUDING INITIAL, STANDARD, AND SPECIALIZED CERTIFICATES, EACH DESIGNED TO
ACCOMMODATE DIFFERENT STAGES OF A TEACHING CAREER AND SUBJECT SPECIALIZATIONS.

TypPes oF TEACHING CERTIFICATES

SouTH DAKOTA PROVIDES MULTIPLE CERTIFICATION TYPES DEPENDING ON THE APPLICANT’S QUALIFICATIONS AND CAREER
GOALS. THE MAIN CATEGORIES INCLUDE:

o INITIAL CERTIFICATE: ISSUED TO ENTRY-LEVEL TEACHERS WHO HAVE COMPLETED AN APPROVED EDUCATOR PREPARATION
PROGRAM BUT LACK CLASSROOM EXPERIENCE.

o STANDARD CERTIFICATE: GRANTED AFTER A TEACHER COMPLETES A PROBATIONARY PERIOD AND ADDITIONAL
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT REQUIREMENTS.

o SPECIALIZED CERTIFICATES: DESIGNED FOR EDUCATORS PURSUING ENDORSEMENTS IN AREAS SUCH AS SPECIAL EDUCATION,
ESL, OrR ADMINISTRATION.



ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS

ELIGIBILITY FOR TEACHER CERTIFICATION IN SOUTH DAKOTA IS CONTINGENT UPON MEETING SEVERAL ACADEMIC AND
PROFESSIONAL PREREQUISITES. THESE STANDARDS ENSURE THAT CANDIDATES ARE WELL-PREPARED TO ENTER THE EDUCATION
FIELD AND POSITIVELY IMPACT STUDENT LEARNING.

EbucCATIONAL BACKGROUND

APPLICANTS MUST HOLD AT LEAST A BACHELOR’S DEGREE FROM AN ACCREDITED INSTITUTION. THE DEGREE SHOULD BE
COMPLEMENTED BY COMPLETION OF AN APPROVED TEACHER PREPARATION PROGRAM THAT INCLUDES COURSEWORK IN PEDAGOGY,
SUBJECT MATTER EXPERTISE, AND STUDENT TEACHING EXPERIENCE.

TESTING REQUIREMENTS

SoUTH DAKOTA REQUIRES PROSPECTIVE TEACHERS TO PASS SPECIFIC ASSESSMENTS TO DEMONSTRATE THEIR CONTENT
KNOWLEDGE AND TEACHING SKILLS. THESE TYPICALLY INCLUDE:

* Praxis CORe ACADEMIC SKILLS FOR EDUCATORS (READING, WRITING, AND MATH)
® PRAXIS SUBJECT ASSESSMENTS RELEVANT TO THE TEACHING FIELD

® ADDITIONAL ASSESSMENTS FOR SPECIALIZED ENDORSEMENTS IF APPLICABLE

BAckGROUND CHECKS

ALL APPLICANTS MUST UNDERGO A CRIMINAL BACKGROUND CHECK AS PART OF THE CERTIFICATION PROCESS. THIS STEP IS
CRITICAL FOR SAFEGUARDING STUDENTS AND MAINTAINING A SAFE EDUCATIONAL ENVIRONMENT.

APPLICATION PROCESS

THE PROCESS TO OBTAIN TEACHER CERTIFICATION IN SOUTH DAKOTA INVOLVES SUBMITTING AN APPLICATION TO THE
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION ALONG WITH SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS. THE APPLICATION MUST BE COMPLETE AND ACCURATE TO
AVOID DELAYS.

ReQUIRED DOCUMENTATION

APPLICANTS SHOULD PREPARE THE FOLLOWING MATERIALS WHEN APPLYING:

e OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPTS VERIFYING THE COMPLETION OF A DEGREE AND TEACHER PREPARATION PROGRAM
® TEST SCORES FROM REQUIRED CERTIFICATION EXAMS
® PROOF OF COMPLETED STUDENT TEACHING OR CLINICAL EXPERIENCE

e COMPLETED APPLICATION FORM AND FEE PAYMENT

BACKGROUND CHECK CLEARANCE



APPLICATION SUBMISSION AND PROCESSING

APPLICATIONS CAN BE SUBMITTED ONLINE OR VIA MAIL TO THE SOUTH DAKOTA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION. PROCESSING
TIMES VARY BUT TYPICALLY RANGE FROM SEVERAL WEEKS TO A FEW MONTHS. APPLICANTS ARE ENCOURAGED TO FOLLOW UP IF
THEY DO NOT RECEIVE CONFIRMATION WITHIN THE EXPECTED TIMEFRAME.

ALTERNATIVE CERTIFICATION ROUTES

SoUTH DAKOTA RECOGNIZES THAT NOT ALL EDUCATORS FOLLOW A TRADITIONAL PATH TO CERTIFICATION. ALTERNATIVE
CERTIFICATION PROGRAMS PROVIDE PATHWAYS FOR CAREER CHANGERS, INDIVIDUALS WITH SUBJECT MATTER EXPERTISE, OR
THOSE WITH NON-TRADITIONAL EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUNDS.

CARreer CHANGER PROGRAMS

THESE PROGRAMS ALLOW CANDIDATES WITH A BACHELOR’S DEGREE IN A NON-EDUCATION FIELD TO EARN CERTIFICATION
THROUGH EXPEDITED TRAINING AND MENTORSHIP WHILE TEACHING UNDER A PROVISIONAL LICENSE.

EMERGENCY AND TEMPORARY CERTIFICATIONS

IN CASES WHERE THERE IS A SHORTAGE OF TEACHERS, SouTH DAKOTA MAY ISSUE EMERGENCY OR TEMPORARY CERTIFICATES TO
QUALIFIED INDIVIDUALS. THESE CERTIFICATES ARE TYPICALLY VALID FOR A LIMITED TIME AND REQUIRE THE HOLDER TO COMPLETE
ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS TO OBTAIN FULL CERTIFICATION.

ResiDeNcY PROGRAMS

RESIDENCY PROGRAMS COMBINE CLASSROOM TEACHING WITH ONGOING PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND ARE DESIGNED FOR
CANDIDATES TO EARN CERTIFICATION WHILE GAINING PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE UNDER SUPERVISION.

CERTIFICATION RENEWAL AND PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

MAINTAINING TEACHER CERTIFICATION IN SOUTH DAKOTA INVOLVES FULFILLING RENEWAL REQUIREMENTS THAT PROMOTE
CONTINUOUS PROFESSIONAL GROWTH AND UPDATED INSTRUCTIONAL PRACTICES.

ReNew AL CyCLE

STANDARD TEACHING CERTIFICATES IN SOUTH DAKOTA MUST BE RENEWED EVERY FIVE YEARS. RENEWAL ENSURES THAT
TEACHERS REMAIN CURRENT WITH EDUCATIONAL STANDARDS AND METHODOLOGIES.

ProFeEsSIONAL DEVELOPMENT REQUIREMENTS

TO RENEW CERTIFICATION, TEACHERS MUST COMPLETE A SPECIFIED NUMBER OF PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT HOURS. THESE
HOURS CAN BE EARNED THROUGH WORKSHOPS, COURSES, CONFERENCES, OR OTHER APPROVED EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES.

DOCUMENTATION AND REPORTING

TEACHERS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR DOCUMENTING THEIR PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES AND SUBMITTING THIS



INFORMATION DURING THE RENEWAL APPLICATION PROCESS. THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION REVIEWS THESE RECORDS TO
VERIFY COMPLIANCE.

ReciProCITY AND OUT-OF-STATE CERTIFICATION

SoUTH DAKOTA FACILITATES CERTIFICATION FOR TEACHERS WHO ARE ALREADY CERTIFIED IN OTHER STATES THROUGH
RECIPROCITY AGREEMENTS. THIS PROCESS ALLOWS EXPERIENCED EDUCATORS TO TRANSFER THEIR CREDENTIALS AND BEGIN
TEACHING IN SOUTH DAKOTA WITH MINIMAL DELAY.

ELiGBILITY FOR RECIPROCITY

TO QUALIFY FOR RECIPROCITY, APPLICANTS MUST HOLD A VALID TEACHING CERTIFICATE FROM ANOTHER STATE, MEET SouUTH
DAKOTA’S EDUCATIONAL AND TESTING STANDARDS, AND HAVE A SATISFACTORY TEACHING RECORD.

APPLICATION PROCESS FOR RECIPROCITY

APPLICANTS MUST SUBMIT VERIFICATION OF THEIR OUT-OF-STATE CERTIFICATION, TRANSCRIPTS, AND BACKGROUND CHECK
RESULTS. ADDITIONAL TESTING OR COURSEWORK MAY BE REQUIRED IF THEIR QUALIFICATIONS DO NOT FULLY ALIGN WITH
SouTH DAKOTA STANDARDS.

BeNEFITS OF RECIPROCITY

RECIPROCITY STREAMLINES THE CERTIFICATION PROCESS, REDUCES REDUNDANCY , AND HELPS ADDRESS TEACHER SHORTAGES BY
ATTRACTING QUALIFIED EDUCATORS FROM OTHER STATES.

FREQUENTLY AsSkeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT ARE THE BASIC REQUIREMENTS FOR TEACHER CERTIFICATION IN SOUTH DAKOTA?

To OBTAIN TEACHER CERTIFICATION IN SOUTH DAKOTA, CANDIDATES MUST HAVE A BACHELOR'S DEGREE FROM AN ACCREDITED
INSTITUTION, COMPLETE AN APPROVED TEACHER PREPARATION PROGRAM, PASS REQUIRED PRAXIS EXAMS, AND SUBMIT AN
APPLICATION TO THE SoUTH DAkOTA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION.

How CAN OUT-OF-STATE TEACHERS GET CERTIFIED IN SOUTH DAKOTA?

OUT-OF-STATE TEACHERS CAN APPLY FOR CERTIFICATION IN SOUTH DAKOTA BY SUBMITTING THEIR EXISTING CREDENTIALS FOR
REVIEW, PROVIDING TRANSCRIPTS, PROOF OF A VALID TEACHING LICENSE FROM ANOTHER STATE, AND PASSING ANY REQUIRED
SoUTH DAKOTA-SPECIFIC EXAMS OR BACKGROUND CHECKS.

W/HAT EXAMS ARE REQUIRED FOR TEACHER CERTIFICATION IN SOUTH DAKOTA?

SouUTH DAKOTA REQUIRES CANDIDATES TO PASS THE PRAXIS CORE ACADEMIC SKILLS FOR EDUCATORS EXAMS (READING,
WRITING, AND MATH) AND THE PRAXIS SUBJECT ASSESSMENTS RELEVANT TO THEIR TEACHING AREA.

ARE THERE ALTERNATIVE ROUTES TO TEACHER CERTIFICATION IN SOUTH DAkOTA?P

YES/ SoUTH DAKOTA OFFERS ALTERNATIVE CERTIFICATION PROGRAMS FOR INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE A BACHELOR'S DEGREE BUT
DID NOT COMPLETE A TRADITIONAL TEACHER PREPARATION PROGRAM. THESE INCLUDE THE TROOPS TO TEACHERS PROGRAM AND



OTHER PROVISIONAL CERTIFICATION PATHWAYS.

How LONG IS A SOUTH DAKOTA TEACHING CERTIFICATE VALID?

A STANDARD SOUTH DAKOTA TEACHING CERTIFICATE IS VALID FOR FIVE YEARS AND CAN BE RENEWED BY COMPLETING REQUIRED
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND SUBMITTING A RENEWAL APPLICATION.

\WHAT PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT IS REQUIRED TO RENEW A TEACHING CERTIFICATE IN
SouTH DAKOTA?

TEACHERS MUST COMPLETE CONTINUING EDUCATION OR PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT HOURS, WHICH MAY INCLUDE W ORKSHOPS,
COURSES, OR OTHER APPROVED ACTIVITIES, TOTALING A SPECIFIC NUMBER OF HOURS AS OUTLINED BY THE SOUTH DAKOTA
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION.

CAN SOMEONE WITH A NON-EDUCATION DEGREE BECOME A CERTIFIED TEACHER IN SOUTH
DakoTA?

YES/ INDIVIDUALS WITH A NON-EDUCATION BACHELOR'S DEGREE CAN PURSUE ALTERNATIVE CERTIFICATION PROGRAMS OR
ENROLL IN A POST-BACCALAUREATE TEACHER PREPARATION PROGRAM TO BECOME CERTIFIED.

\WHAT IS THE PROCESS FOR APPLYING FOR A SOUTH DAKOTA TEACHING CERTIFICATE?

APPLICANTS MUST SUBMIT AN APPLICATION THROUGH THE SOUTH DAKOTA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION WEBSITE, INCLUDING
OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPTS, PROOF OF COMPLETED TEACHER PREPARATION, PRAXIS EXAM SCORES, AND A BACKGROUND CHECK
CLEARANCE.

ARE THERE SPECIFIC CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION TEACHERS IN
SouTH DAKOTA?

YES, SPECIAL EDUCATION TEACHERS MUST COMPLETE AN APPROVED SPECIAL EDUCATION TEACHER PREPARATION PROGRAM,
PASS THE PRAXIS SPECIAL EDUCATION EXAM, AND MEET ALL GENERAL CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS SET BY THE SOUTH
DakoTA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. SouTH DAkOTA TEACHER CERTIFICATION GUIDEBOOK

THIS COMPREHENSIVE GUIDEBOOK COVERS ALL THE ESSENTIAL STEPS FOR OBTAINING TEACHER CERTIFICATION IN SOUTH
DAKOTA. IT DETAILS THE REQUIRED EXAMS, COURSEWORK, AND APPLICATION PROCESSES. THE BOOK ALSO OFFERS TIPS ON
MAINTAINING AND RENEWING CERTIFICATION THROUGHOUT YOUR TEACHING CAREER.

2. ESSenTIALS OF SOUTH DAKOTA EDUCATOR LICENSURE

FOCUSED SPECIFICALLY ON SOUTH DAKOTA’S LICENSURE REQUIREMENTS, THIS BOOK BREAKS DOWN THE STATE'S UNIQUE
STANDARDS AND REGULATIONS. |T INCLUDES INFORMATION ON ENDORSEMENTS, ALTERNATIVE CERTIFICATION ROUTES, AND
CONTINUING EDUCATION. IDEAL FOR NEW AND EXPERIENCED EDUCATORS ALIKE.

3. PREPARING FOR THE SOUTH DAKOTA PRAXIS EXAMS

A PRACTICAL STUDY GUIDE DESIGNED TO HELP PROSPECTIVE TEACHERS PASS THE PRAXIS EXAMS REQUIRED FOR SOUTH
DAKOTA CERTIFICATION. |T FEATURES PRACTICE QUESTIONS, TEST-TAKING STRATEGIES, AND SUBJECT-SPECIFIC CONTENT
REVIEWS. THIS BOOK IS A VALUABLE RESOURCE FOR EXAM READINESS.

4. SouTH DAkoTA TEACHER CERTIFICATION: POLICIES AND PROCEDURES

THIS BOOK DELVES INTO THE ADMINISTRATIVE AND LEGAL ASPECTS OF TEACHER CERTIFICATION IN SOUTH DAKOTA. |T EXPLAINS
STATE POLICIES, BACKGROUND CHECK REQUIREMENTS, AND THE ROLE OF THE SOUTH DAKOTA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION.
READERS GAIN A CLEAR UNDERSTANDING OF THE CERTIFICATION FRAMEW ORK.



5. ALTERNATIVE RoUTES TO TEACHER CERTIFICATION IN SOUTH DAKOTA

EXPLORING NON-TRADITIONAL PATHWAYS TO BECOMING A CERTIFIED TEACHER, THIS TITLE HIGHLIGHTS PROGRAMS SUCH AS
TROOPS TO TEACHERS AND EMERGENCY CERTIFICATIONS. |T PROVIDES GUIDANCE FOR CAREER CHANGERS AND THOSE WITHOUT A
TRADITIONAL EDUCATION DEGREE. | HE BOOK ALSO DISCUSSES ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA AND APPLICATION STEPS.

6. CLASSROOM READINESS FOR SOUTH DAkOTA CERTIFIED TEACHERS

DESIGNED TO SUPPORT NEWLY CERTIFIED TEACHERS, THIS BOOK OFFERS PRACTICAL ADVICE ON CLASSROOM MANAGEMENT,
LESSON PLANNING, AND SOUTH DAKOTA CURRICULAR STANDARDS. |T BRIDGES THE GAP BETWEEN CERTIFICATION AND EFFECTIVE
TEACHING PRACTICE. READERS WILL FIND STRATEGIES TAILORED TO THE STATE’S EDUCATIONAL ENVIRONMENT.

7. SouTH DAKOTA TEACHER CERTIFICATION RENEWAL AND PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

THIS RESOURCE EXPLAINS THE REQUIREMENTS FOR RENEWING TEACHER CERTIFICATION IN SOUTH DAKOTA. [T OUTLINES
NECESSARY CONTINUING EDUCATION CREDITS, PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES, AND DOCUMENTATION PROCESSES.
THE BOOK IS ESSENTIAL FOR MAINTAINING AN ACTIVE TEACHING LICENSE.

8. SouTH DAkoTA’s TEACHER CoDE OF ETHICS AND CERTIFICATION STANDARDS

HIGHLIGHTING THE ETHICAL RESPONSIBILITIES OF SOUTH DAKOTA EDUCATORS, THIS BOOK COVERS THE PROFESSIONAL
STANDARDS EXPECTED OF CERTIFIED TEACHERS. |T DISCUSSES HOW ETHICS INTERSECT WITH CERTIFICATION STATUS AND OFFERS
CASE STUDIES TO ILLUSTRATE BEST PRACTICES. A VALUABLE READ FOR THOSE COMMITTED TO ETHICAL TEACHING.

9. GUIDE TO SoUTH DAKOTA SPECIAL EDUCATION CERTIFICATION

FOCUSING ON THE SPECIALIZED REQUIREMENTS FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION TEACHERS, THIS BOOK EXPLAINS THE ADDITIONAL
CERTIFICATIONS AND ENDORSEMENTS NEEDED IN SOUTH DAKOTA. IT COVERS ASSESSMENT METHODS, INSTRUCTIONAL
STRATEGIES, AND LEGAL MANDATES. PERFECT FOR EDUCATORS PURSUING A CAREER IN SPECIAL EDUCATION.
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