
teacher defended by darrow crossword

teacher defended by darrow crossword is a phrase that often appears in crossword puzzles,
referring to a notable historical figure and event. This clue commonly points to a specific teacher
who was famously defended by the renowned lawyer Clarence Darrow during a landmark trial.
Understanding the context behind this clue requires exploring the background of the teacher
involved, the significance of Darrow’s defense, and the cultural impact of the case. This article will
delve into the historical and legal aspects related to the teacher defended by Darrow crossword clue,
providing clarity and depth for crossword enthusiasts and history buffs alike.

The Historical Context of the Teacher Defended by Darrow

Clarence Darrow: The Defense Lawyer

The Trial and Its Significance

Impact on Education and Society

Common Crossword Answers and Variations

The Historical Context of the Teacher Defended by
Darrow
The phrase teacher defended by Darrow crossword typically alludes to John T. Scopes, a high school
science teacher in Tennessee. He was at the center of the famous Scopes "Monkey" Trial in 1925.
Scopes was charged with violating the Butler Act, a Tennessee law that prohibited the teaching of
human evolution in state-funded schools. This trial became a key moment in the debate between
modern science and traditional religious beliefs.

Who Was John T. Scopes?
John Thomas Scopes was a young educator who agreed to be the defendant in a test case
challenging the legality of the Butler Act. Though Scopes himself was somewhat ambivalent about
the case, his role became pivotal in one of the most publicized legal battles of the 20th century. The
trial was deliberately staged to bring attention to the issue of academic freedom and the teaching of
evolution.

The Butler Act and Its Implications
The Butler Act, passed in 1925, made it unlawful for public school teachers in Tennessee to teach
any theory that denied the divine creation of man as taught in the Bible. This law directly conflicted
with the emerging acceptance of Darwinian evolution in scientific circles. The act sparked national



controversy and set the stage for a courtroom showdown involving John T. Scopes.

Clarence Darrow: The Defense Lawyer
Clarence Darrow was a prominent American lawyer, known for his skillful defense in high-profile
cases. His involvement in the Scopes Trial cemented his legacy as a champion of civil liberties and
free thought. Darrow’s defense strategy aimed not only at acquitting Scopes but also at challenging
the constitutionality of laws restricting academic freedom.

Background of Clarence Darrow
Clarence Seward Darrow was an accomplished attorney with a career spanning several decades. He
was renowned for his eloquence, wit, and dedication to progressive causes. Darrow’s defense in the
Scopes Trial was consistent with his lifelong commitment to defending unpopular causes and
fighting against injustice.

Darrow’s Role in the Scopes Trial
Darrow took on the defense of John T. Scopes, employing his formidable legal skills to question the
validity of the Butler Act and to highlight the importance of scientific education. His cross-
examination of William Jennings Bryan, a three-time presidential candidate and a prosecutor in the
trial, became one of the most memorable moments in American legal history.

The Trial and Its Significance
The Scopes Trial was held in Dayton, Tennessee, in July 1925. It attracted national media attention
and became a symbol of the ongoing conflict between science and religion in public education. The
trial’s outcome and the arguments presented had wide-reaching effects on American society and
legal thought.

Key Events During the Trial
The trial featured heated debates between Clarence Darrow and William Jennings Bryan, who
represented the prosecution. Darrow’s strategy included bringing expert witnesses and challenging
biblical literalism. Despite the controversy, Scopes was found guilty and fined $100, a verdict later
overturned on a technicality.

Legal and Cultural Impact
Though the immediate legal outcome was a conviction, the trial sparked a national discourse on
academic freedom, the role of religion in public education, and the acceptance of scientific theories.
It highlighted tensions between modernism and traditional values, influencing future legislation and
educational policies.



Impact on Education and Society
The teacher defended by Darrow crossword clue symbolizes a critical moment in the history of
American education and the broader cultural struggle over science and religion. The trial helped
pave the way for more open discussion of evolutionary theory in classrooms across the United
States.

Advancement of Scientific Education
The Scopes Trial underscored the importance of teaching scientific theories based on empirical
evidence. Over time, the controversy contributed to the gradual acceptance of evolution in
educational curricula, promoting a more evidence-based approach to science education.

Reflection on Academic Freedom
The case emphasized the significance of protecting academic freedom from legal and ideological
constraints. It is often cited in discussions about the rights of educators to teach controversial or
progressive ideas without fear of prosecution.

Common Crossword Answers and Variations
In crossword puzzles, the clue teacher defended by Darrow crossword usually points to SCOPES,
referring to John T. Scopes. Due to the clue’s popularity and historical significance, it appears
frequently in various puzzle formats.

Typical Answers

SCOPES – The most direct and common answer.

JOHN – Sometimes the first name is used depending on puzzle length.

EVOLUTION – Occasionally, the clue may refer indirectly to the subject of the trial.

Tips for Solving Related Crossword Clues
When encountering the clue teacher defended by Darrow crossword, consider the historical context
and the length of the answer required. Familiarity with the Scopes Trial and Clarence Darrow’s role
can help quickly identify the correct solution.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Clarence Darrow in the context of the 'teacher
defended by Darrow' crossword clue?
Clarence Darrow was a famous American lawyer known for defending controversial figures,
including a teacher in a notable legal case.

Which teacher was famously defended by Clarence Darrow,
often referenced in crosswords?
John T. Scopes, the teacher defended by Clarence Darrow in the 1925 Scopes 'Monkey' Trial.

What was the significance of the teacher defended by Darrow
in the famous trial?
The teacher, John T. Scopes, was put on trial for teaching evolution, challenging Tennessee's Butler
Act which forbade teaching evolution in public schools.

In crossword puzzles, what is a common answer for 'teacher
defended by Darrow'?
The common crossword answer is 'Scopes'.

Why is the case of the teacher defended by Darrow still
relevant today?
The case highlights ongoing debates about science education, academic freedom, and the separation
of church and state.

When did the trial of the teacher defended by Darrow take
place?
The trial took place in 1925.

Additional Resources
1. In the Clutches of Darrow: The Teacher's Trial
This gripping novel follows a dedicated teacher who finds herself embroiled in a high-stakes
courtroom drama, defended by the legendary lawyer Darrow. As tensions rise, the story explores
themes of justice, education, and morality. Readers are taken on a suspenseful journey where the
truth is far from clear.

2. Darrow’s Defense: Educator on the Stand



Set against the backdrop of a controversial school district, this book tells the story of a teacher
accused of a serious offense. Darrow, known for his eloquence and sharp mind, steps in to defend
the educator. The narrative delves into the challenges faced by teachers and the complexities of
legal battles.

3. The Teacher’s Advocate: Darrow in Court
This compelling tale highlights the bond between a passionate teacher and her fierce defender,
Darrow. As courtroom drama unfolds, the story reveals the impact of education on society and the
importance of standing up for truth. A must-read for fans of legal thrillers and education dramas.

4. Justice for the Educator: Darrow’s Crusade
When a beloved teacher faces false accusations, Darrow takes on the case to clear her name. The
book explores the intersection of law and education, shining a light on the struggles within the
school system. It combines courtroom suspense with heartfelt moments of resilience.

5. Darrow Defends: The Teacher’s Last Stand
In this intense legal drama, a veteran teacher fights to protect her career and reputation with
Darrow's expert defense. The story captures the emotional and professional toll of the trial,
emphasizing themes of integrity and perseverance. Readers experience the highs and lows of a
courtroom showdown.

6. The Guardian Teacher: Darrow’s Legal Battle
This novel centers on a teacher who becomes a symbol of justice after being wrongfully accused.
Darrow’s unwavering commitment to his client showcases the power of advocacy. The book also
examines societal attitudes toward educators and the importance of due process.

7. Defended by Darrow: A Teacher’s Fight for Truth
Follow the journey of a dedicated educator whose life is turned upside down by a legal accusation.
With Darrow as her defender, the story unfolds in a gripping courtroom setting. Themes of trust,
justice, and education are intricately woven throughout the narrative.

8. The Educator’s Trial: Darrow vs. The System
This book portrays a dramatic clash between an educator and a flawed legal system. Darrow’s sharp
legal tactics are put to the test as he defends a teacher fighting for her rights. The story highlights
systemic challenges and the quest for fairness in education.

9. Teacher on Trial: Darrow’s Stand for Justice
A powerful story about a teacher accused of misconduct and the legendary lawyer Darrow who steps
in to defend her. The narrative explores themes of justice, ethics, and the societal role of educators.
It’s a compelling read for those interested in legal battles and educational issues.
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combines personal anecdotes with historical data in this social commentary on England and the
United States during the 1920's. --
  teacher defended by darrow crossword: Trivial Conquest Lisa Merkin, Eric Frankel, 1984
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