
susan smith interview oprah

susan smith interview oprah is one of the most discussed and analyzed media events of the late 20th century.
This high-profile television interview brought to light the tragic story surrounding Susan Smith, who was
convicted of murdering her two young sons. The interview with Oprah Winfrey provided an in-depth exploration
of Smith’s motives, emotions, and the aftermath of her actions. It remains a critical case study in crime
psychology, media ethics, and public reaction to criminal confessions. This article delves into the details of the
susan smith interview oprah, examining key moments, public responses, psychological insights, and the broader
cultural significance. The comprehensive analysis will also cover the background of the case, the interview’s
production, and its impact on society and media coverage of similar cases.
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Background of Susan Smith Case

The susan smith interview oprah cannot be understood without a thorough review of the case itself. Susan
Smith, a South Carolina woman, gained national infamy in 1994 after she reported that her two sons had been
kidnapped by an unknown black man during a carjacking. Subsequent investigations revealed that Smith had
deliberately drowned her children in a lake, leading to her arrest and conviction. The case shocked the nation
due to the brutal nature of the crime and the initial false narrative presented to authorities and the public.

Details of the Crime and Arrest

Susan Smith’s fabricated story of a carjacking led to a large-scale search and community involvement.
However, inconsistencies in her account raised suspicion among law enforcement. Eventually, Smith confessed
to the murders, explaining emotional and personal struggles as factors influencing her actions. The arrest and
confession marked a turning point in the case, shifting public perception and intensifying media coverage.

Legal Proceedings and Sentencing

Following her confession, Susan Smith faced trial where she pled guilty to two counts of murder. She received
a life sentence without the possibility of parole. The trial and sentencing process further exposed the
psychological complexities behind the crime and sparked debates about mental health, motherhood, and criminal
responsibility.

Overview of the Interview with Oprah

The interview between Susan Smith and Oprah Winfrey stands out as a pivotal moment in televised crime



interviews. Oprah, known for her empathetic and probing interviewing style, engaged Smith in a conversation
that sought to uncover deeper truths beyond the crime itself. This exclusive interview provided an
unprecedented platform for Smith to express remorse, explain her feelings, and confront the public scrutiny.

Interview Context and Setting

The susan smith interview oprah was conducted in a controlled, private environment to ensure candidness and
emotional openness. The setting was designed to balance sensitivity with journalistic rigor. Oprah’s approach
combined direct questioning with compassionate listening, allowing Smith to reveal complex emotions and
motivations.

Preparation and Challenges

Preparing for the interview involved extensive research and coordination with legal authorities and Smith’s
representatives. Challenges included managing the emotional intensity of the subject matter and addressing
ethical concerns about providing a platform for a convicted murderer. Despite these obstacles, the interview
was executed with professionalism and depth.

Key Themes and Discussions in the Interview

The susan smith interview oprah covered a range of themes that provided insight into the psychological and
social factors surrounding the case. Topics included Smith’s troubled personal life, mental health struggles,
the impact of societal pressures, and the nature of remorse and accountability.

Mental Health and Emotional Turmoil

Smith discussed her battles with depression, feelings of isolation, and overwhelming stress prior to the crime.
The interview highlighted how untreated mental health issues can contribute to tragic outcomes and
underscored the importance of psychological support.

Motherhood and Societal Expectations

The interview explored the complex dynamics of motherhood, particularly the unrealistic expectations placed
on women. Smith revealed feelings of inadequacy and desperation, offering a candid look at how societal
pressures can exacerbate personal crises.

Remorse and Responsibility

A significant portion of the interview focused on Smith’s expressions of remorse and acknowledgment of
responsibility. Oprah’s questions encouraged reflection on the consequences of her actions, both for herself
and for the victims’ families.

Public and Media Reaction

The broadcast of the susan smith interview oprah generated widespread public interest and polarized opinions.
The interview was heavily discussed across news media, talk shows, and public forums, reflecting its cultural
significance.



Viewer Response

Many viewers expressed shock and sadness over the revelations, while others debated the appropriateness of
giving Smith a platform. The interview sparked conversations about forgiveness, justice, and the media’s role in
covering criminal cases.

Media Coverage and Criticism

Critics of the interview argued that it risked sensationalizing a tragic crime, while supporters praised Oprah
for her balanced and respectful approach. The media coverage surrounding the interview highlighted the
challenges of ethical journalism when dealing with sensitive subjects.

Psychological Analysis Presented

Throughout the susan smith interview oprah, psychological insights were integrated to shed light on Smith’s
mindset and behavior. Experts consulted for the interview provided context about the underlying mental health
issues and personality dynamics involved.

Understanding the Motives

Psychologists suggested that Smith’s actions were influenced by a combination of emotional distress,
personality disorders, and situational factors. The interview helped demystify the complex interplay between
mental illness and criminal behavior.

The Role of Trauma and Stress

The discussion also addressed how past trauma and acute stress can impair judgment and lead to catastrophic
decisions. This perspective contributed to a more nuanced understanding of Smith’s case beyond simple moral
condemnation.

Impact and Legacy of the Interview

The susan smith interview oprah remains a landmark example of true crime journalism and the exploration of
human psychology in mass media. Its influence extends to discussions on media ethics, mental health awareness,
and public perceptions of crime and punishment.

Influence on True Crime Media

The interview set a precedent for in-depth, empathetic interviews with convicted criminals, influencing
subsequent true crime documentaries and shows. It demonstrated the potential for media to foster
understanding rather than mere sensationalism.

Contributions to Mental Health Dialogue

By openly addressing mental health issues, the interview contributed to destigmatizing psychological disorders
and encouraged public dialogue about prevention and treatment.



Educational and Cultural Significance

The interview continues to be referenced in academic and cultural analyses of crime, media, and psychology. It
serves as an important case study for students, professionals, and the general public exploring the
intersections of crime and media representation.

Summary of Key Points

The susan smith interview oprah provided a detailed and compassionate examination of a tragic criminal
case.

It highlighted the complexities of mental health, motherhood, and societal pressures contributing to the
crime.

The interview sparked significant public and media debate about ethics and responsibility in crime reporting.

Psychological analysis offered a deeper understanding of Smith’s motives and mental state.

The interview’s legacy continues to influence true crime media and mental health awareness efforts.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Susan Smith in the context of the Oprah interview?

Susan Smith is a woman who gained national attention after confessing to the drowning of her two children in
1994, and she later gave an interview to Oprah Winfrey discussing her case and personal struggles.

When did Susan Smith's interview with Oprah air?

Susan Smith's interview with Oprah Winfrey aired in the mid-1990s, shortly after her conviction, providing
insights into her perspective and circumstances.

What were the main topics discussed in Susan Smith's interview with Oprah?

The interview covered Susan Smith's motivations, her mental health issues, the events leading up to the
tragedy, and her reflections on the consequences of her actions.

How did Oprah approach the interview with Susan Smith?

Oprah approached the interview with empathy and a focus on understanding the psychological and emotional
aspects behind Susan Smith's tragic actions.

What impact did the Susan Smith interview have on public perception?

The interview humanized Susan Smith to some extent, sparking debates about mental health, maternal
responsibility, and the criminal justice system.



Did Susan Smith express remorse during the Oprah interview?

Yes, Susan Smith expressed remorse and regret for her actions during the interview, acknowledging the pain
caused to her family and the community.

Was the Susan Smith interview with Oprah controversial?

Yes, the interview was controversial because some viewers felt it was too sympathetic, while others
appreciated the deeper exploration of her psychological state.

What insights about mental health were revealed in the Susan Smith
interview?

Susan Smith discussed her struggles with depression and emotional instability, highlighting the importance of
mental health awareness and support.

How did the Oprah interview affect Susan Smith's life afterward?

The interview brought renewed media attention and public scrutiny to Susan Smith, but also provided a
platform for her to share her side of the story.

Where can I watch or read the Susan Smith interview with Oprah?

The interview can be found in archived Oprah Winfrey Show episodes, some documentary features, or online
platforms that host past TV interviews.

Additional Resources
1. Behind Closed Doors: The Susan Smith Story
This book delves into the tragic case of Susan Smith, exploring the events leading up to her infamous interview
with Oprah. It provides a detailed account of the crime, the media frenzy, and the psychological aspects of
Susan’s actions. Readers gain insight into the complexities of the case and the impact it had on public perception.

2. Unveiling Susan Smith: A Study in Media and Crime
Focusing on the intersection of media coverage and criminal psychology, this book examines Susan Smith’s
interview with Oprah as a pivotal moment in true crime history. It analyzes how the interview shaped public
opinion and discusses the ethical responsibilities of media outlets in covering sensitive criminal cases.

3. The Oprah Effect: Susan Smith’s Story Told
This book highlights the role Oprah Winfrey’s interview played in bringing Susan Smith’s story to a broader
audience. It explores the dynamics between interviewer and subject, revealing how Oprah’s approach influenced
the narrative and the subsequent legal and social outcomes.

4. Confessions and Consequences: Inside Susan Smith’s Mind
Providing a psychological profile, this book investigates Susan Smith’s motivations and mental state during
the time of her interview with Oprah. It offers expert commentary on the factors that led to her confession and
the aftermath of the case, aiming to understand the human behind the headlines.

5. Truth and Deception: The Susan Smith Interview
This book scrutinizes the layers of truth and lies revealed during the Oprah interview with Susan Smith. It
discusses the challenges of discerning fact from fiction in high-profile criminal interviews and the effects these
narratives have on justice and society.

6. Media Trials: Susan Smith on Oprah
Examining the concept of media trials, this book uses Susan Smith’s Oprah interview as a case study to discuss



how media coverage can influence legal proceedings and public judgment. It questions the balance between
informative reporting and sensationalism in true crime stories.

7. From Tragedy to Television: Susan Smith’s Story
This narrative-driven book chronicles the transformation of Susan Smith’s personal tragedy into a televised
spectacle, focusing on the Oprah interview as a key moment. It reflects on the human cost of turning real-life
pain into entertainment and the responsibilities of broadcasters.

8. The Infamous Interview: Susan Smith Meets Oprah
Detailing the preparation, execution, and aftermath of the Oprah interview, this book provides an inside look at
one of the most talked-about moments in true crime media. It captures the tension, revelations, and public
reactions that followed the broadcast.

9. Behind the Lens: The Susan Smith and Oprah Winfrey Encounter
This book explores the behind-the-scenes elements of the Oprah interview with Susan Smith, including production
decisions, interview strategies, and the impact on everyone involved. It offers a comprehensive view of how such
interviews are crafted and their significance in shaping public discourse.

Susan Smith Interview Oprah

Find other PDF articles:
https://www-01.massdevelopment.com/archive-library-502/pdf?dataid=UJa20-3617&title=mathemati
cs-and-statistics-for-financial-risk-management.pdf

  susan smith interview oprah: Tragedy in the Age of Oprah Louis Fantasia, 2013 In an era
of Twitter and televised therapy, it may seem that classic theatre has little place in contemporary
society. Accustomed to the indulgences of a celebrity-driven culture, how can modern audiences
understand and interpret classic works of drama? In Tragedy in the Age of Oprah: Essays on Five
Great Plays, Louis Fantasia provides a provocative examination of the relationship between popular
culture and classical tragedy. Making a persuasive argument for the lessons tragedy has to offer
today’s audiences, Fantasia examines five enduring works of theatre: Euripides’ Medea, William
Shakespeare’s King Lear, Jean Racine’s Phèdre, Friedrich Schiller’s Mary Stuart, and Eugene
O’Neill’s Long Day’s Journey into Night. Fantasia discusses in detail each of these plays, framing
them in a contemporary context that explores the suffering, responsibility, and identity that tragedy
advocates. Each play is presented as an engaging, powerful encounter for the reader, recreating as
closely as possible the impact of a great performance. A unique look at the role classical theatre can
and should play in contemporary society, these essays reveal the lessons great plays have to teach
us about ourselves. Directed toward theatre professionals and students, Tragedy in the Age of Oprah
will also resonate with anyone interested in theatre, literature, and cultural studies.
  susan smith interview oprah: Sins of the Mother Maria Eftimiades, 1995-02-15 The story of
Susan Smith, who murdered her two children and then told police they were abducted in a
carjacking.
  susan smith interview oprah: The Murder Mystique Laurie Nalepa, Richard Pfefferman,
2013-02-07 Although they account for only ten percent of all murders, those attributed to women
seem especially likely to captivate the public. This absorbing book examines why that is true and
how some women, literally, get away with murder. Combining compelling storytelling with insightful
observations, the book invites readers to take a close look at ten high-profile killings committed by
American women. The work exposes the forces that underlie the public's fascination with female

https://www-01.massdevelopment.com/archive-library-701/Book?dataid=aYM25-7779&title=susan-smith-interview-oprah.pdf
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https://www-01.massdevelopment.com/archive-library-502/pdf?dataid=UJa20-3617&title=mathematics-and-statistics-for-financial-risk-management.pdf


killers and determine why these women so often become instant celebrities. Cases are paired by
motive—love, money, revenge, self-defense, and psychopathology. Through them, the authors
examine the appeal of women who commit murders and show how perceptions of their crimes are
shaped. The book details both the crimes and the criminals as it explores how pop culture treats
stereotypes of female murderers in film and print. True crime aficionados will be fascinated by the
minute descriptions of what happened and why, while pop culture enthusiasts will appreciate the
lens of societal norms through which these cases are examined.
  susan smith interview oprah: Gendered Politics in the Modern South Keira V. Williams,
2012-11-05 In Gendered Politics in the Modern South, Keira V. Williams uses the Susan Smith case
to analyze what she calls the new sexism found in the agenda of the budding neoconservative
movement of the 1990s. Just days after Smith s confession to killing her children, soon-to-be Speaker
of the House Newt Gingrich linked Smith s behavior to the 1960s counterculture and to Lyndon
Johnson s Great Society programs. At the same time, the assault on liberal social causes gained
momentum as the media declared the death of feminism and a crisis in masculinity. In response to
this perceived crisis, Williams argues, a distinct code of gender discrimination developed, one that
sought to reassert a traditional form of white male power at the end of the twentieth century.
  susan smith interview oprah: Summary of The Rulebreaker by Susan Page GP
SUMMARY, 2024-04-29 DISCLAIMER This book does not in any capacity mean to replace the
original book but to serve as a vast summary of the original book. Summary of The Rulebreaker by
Susan Page: A Simple Formula for Financial Security IN THIS SUMMARIZED BOOK, YOU WILL
GET:The Life and Times of Barbara Walters Chapter provides an astute outline of the main contents.
Fast & simple understanding of the content analysis. Exceptionally summarized content that you
may skip in the original book Barbara Walters, the most successful female broadcaster of all time,
was a groundbreaker for women and dominated the big TV interview genre. She interviewed more
famous and infamous figures than any other journalist in history. At the age of 67, she pioneered a
new form of talk TV called The View. Susan Page's The Rulebreaker explores Walters' life, including
her ambition to reinvent the TV interview and her secrets she kept until her death. Walters's life was
marked by her fear of an impending catastrophe, her ability to outcompete competitors, and her
commitment to breaking the rules about what viewers deserved to know.
  susan smith interview oprah: Presenting Oprah Winfrey, Her Films, and African American
Literature T. Green, 2012-12-28 Oprah Winfrey has long promoted black issues by being involved as
a producer or actor in the adaptation of works by African American writers for film. This volume
evaluates Winfrey's involvement in the visual interpretation of African American literary texts using
film, music, black masculinity, black feminist, and cultural theory.
  susan smith interview oprah: A Memory, a Monologue, a Rant, and a Prayer Eve Ensler,
2007-05-29 Selections from the “Until the Violence Stops” Festival Featuring writings by Abiola
Abrams • Edward Albee • Tariq Ali • Maya Angelou • Periel Aschenbrand • Patricia Bosworth •
Nicole Burdette • Kate Clinton • Kimberle Crenshaw • Michael Cunningham • Edwidge Danticat •
Ariel Dorfman • Mollie Doyle • Slavenka Drakulic • Michael Eric Dyson • Dave Eggers • Kathy Engel
• Eve Ensler • Jane Fonda • Carol Gilligan • Jyllian Gunther • Suheir Hammad • Christine House •
Marie Howe • Carol Michèle Kaplan • Moisés Kaufman • Michael Klein • Nicholas Kristof • James
Lecesne • Elizabeth Lesser • Mark Matousek • Deena Metzger • Susan Miller • Winter Miller •
Susan Minot • Robin Morgan • Kathy Najimy • Lynn Nottage • Sharmeen Obaid-Chinoy • Sharon
Olds • Hanan al-Shaykh • Anna Deavere Smith • Diana Son • Monica Szlekovics • Robert Thurman •
Betty Gale Tyson • Alice Walker • Jody Williams • Erin Cressida Wilson • Howard Zinn This
groundbreaking collection, edited by author and playwright Eve Ensler, features pieces from “Until
the Violence Stops,” the international tour that brings the issue of violence against women and girls
to the forefront of our consciousness. These diverse voices rise up in a collective roar to break open,
expose, and examine the insidiousness of brutality, neglect, a punch, or a put-down. Here is Edward
Albee on S&M; Maya Angelou on women’s work; Michael Cunningham on self-mutilation; Dave
Eggers on a Sudanese abduction; Carol Gilligan on a daughter witnessing her mother being hit;



Susan Miller on raising a son as a single mother; and Sharon Olds on a bra. These writings are
inspired, funny, angry, heartfelt, tragic, and beautiful. But above all, together they create a true and
profound portrait of this issue’s effect on every one of us. With information on how to organize an
“Until the Violence Stops” event in your community, A Memory, a Monologue, a Rant, and a Prayer
is a call to the world to demand an end to violence against women. “In the current era, it takes some
brain racking to think of anyone else doing anything quite like Ensler. She’s a countercultural
consciousness-raiser, an empowering figure, a truth-teller.” –Chicago Tribune
  susan smith interview oprah: Reading with Oprah Kathleen Rooney, 2005-01-01 Extensive
research and an engaging narrative style untangle the myths and presuppositions surrounding the
Oprah Book Club and reveal its complex and far-reaching cultural influence, confronting head-on
how the club became a crucible for the heated clash between high and low literary taste, with the
most extensive analysis yet of the Oprah Winfrey-Jonathan Franzen contretemps.
  susan smith interview oprah: African American Women in the Oprah Winfrey Network's
Queen Sugar Drama Ollie L. Jefferson, 2021-01-15 This critical study interrogates the intersection of
race and gender media representations on screen and behind the scenes. The thought-provoking
investigation on the Oprah Winfrey Network’s Queen Sugar series shows the ways in which the
television drama is a significant contribution to mainstream media that creates in-depth
conversations concerning African American women’s social roles, social class, and social change.
Ollie L. Jefferson provides a unique analysis of the television production by using the exemplary
representations conceptual framework to contextualize and theorize research contributing to
systemic change. Jefferson highlights the best practices used by African American female executive
producers, Oprah Winfrey and Ava DuVernay, by examining Queen Sugar as a case study. The
investigation shows how the decision-makers produced multidimensional female characters to
illustrate the complex humanity of Black lives. This book broadens understanding of the media
industry’s need for culturally sensitive and conscious inclusion of women and people of color behind
the scenes—as media owners, creators, writers, directors, and producers—to put an end to the
persistent and pervasive misrepresentations of African American women on screen. Scholars of
television studies, film studies, media studies, race studies, and women’s studies will find this book
particularly useful.
  susan smith interview oprah: Bittersweet (Oprah's Book Club) Susan Cain, 2023-06-20 #1
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • OPRAH’S BOOK CLUB PICK • The author of the bestselling
phenomenon Quiet explores the power of the bittersweet personality, revealing a misunderstood
side of mental health and creativity while offering a roadmap to facing heartbreak in order to live
life to the fullest. “Bittersweet has the power to transform the way you see your life and the
world.”—OPRAH “Grabs you by the heart and doesn’t let go.”—BRENÉ BROWN, author of Atlas of
the Heart “Susan Cain has described and validated my existence once again!”—GLENNON DOYLE,
author of Untamed “The perfect cure for toxic positivity.”—ADAM GRANT, author of Think Again
LONGLISTED FOR THE PORCHLIGHT BUSINESS BOOK AWARD • ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF
THE YEAR: The Wall Street Journal, Mashable Bittersweetness is a tendency to states of longing,
poignancy, and sorrow; an acute awareness of passing time; and a curiously piercing joy at the
beauty of the world. It recognizes that light and dark, birth and death—bitter and sweet—are forever
paired. If you’ve ever wondered why you like sad music . . . If you find comfort or inspiration in a
rainy day . . . If you react intensely to music, art, nature, and beauty . . . Then you probably identify
with the bittersweet state of mind. With Quiet, Susan Cain urged our society to cultivate space for
the undervalued, indispensable introverts among us, thereby revealing an untapped power hidden in
plain sight. Now she employs the same mix of research, storytelling, and memoir to explore why we
experience sorrow and longing, and how embracing the bittersweetness at the heart of life is the
true path to creativity, connection, and transcendence. Cain shows how a bittersweet state of mind
is the quiet force that helps us transcend our personal and collective pain, whether from a death or
breakup, addiction or illness. If we don’t acknowledge our own heartache, she says, we can end up
inflicting it on others via abuse, domination, or neglect. But if we realize that all humans know—or



will know—loss and suffering, we can turn toward one another. At a time of profound discord and
personal anxiety, Bittersweet brings us together in deep and unexpected ways.
  susan smith interview oprah: The Postpartum Effect Arlene M. Huysman, 2011-01-04 The
past decade has seen strides in the diagnosis and treatment of postpartum depression, which affects
400,000 women annually in the United States. Yet the most tragic of these cases—the filicides and
suicides that spark tabloid frenzy—continue to be horribly misdiagnosed. Dr. Arlene Huysman,
drawing on decades of clinical work, here describes the postpartum effect, the missing key to
treatment. Dr. Huysman’s book is designed to educate the general public, and to serve as a tool in
the care provider’s hands. In The Postpartum Effect the author records anonymous first-person
testimonies from mothers who were tempted to harm their children. She constructs a profile of
mothers at greatest risk of the disease. All leading up to the central question: What drives a mother
to the ultimate travesty? Dr. Huysman’s measured, empirical approach is a plea for understanding.
  susan smith interview oprah: Everybody Loves Oprah! Norman King, 1988 Television's
highest-paid personality, with an estimated $14 million salary for the 1987-1988 season, is the
dynamic subject for this no-holds-barred, unauthorized biography. 8 pages of photos.
  susan smith interview oprah: The Joy Factor Susan Smith Jones, 2010-10-01 The renowned
wellness author shares “all of the essential ingredients to live our very best lives—physically,
mentally, emotionally and spiritually” (Victoria Moran, author of Creating a Charmed Life). A
pioneer of the mind-body-spirit approach to wellness, Susan Smith Jones shares ten simple practices
that will keep you looking and feeling healthy, vibrant, and youthful. These include cultivating
kindness and gratitude; staying adventurous and childlike; finding physical activities you love; eating
natural foods; practicing prayer and affirmations; and many others. In The Joy Factor, Susan
explains that wellness isn’t just about what we do for ourselves. It’s also about the things we do in
the world that make us feel most alive. As Wayne W. Dyer explains in his foreword, “The Joy Factor
can help you forget about synthetic happiness, artificial health, and phony fulfillment and replace
them with a genuine, life-changing formula that will help you not only feel better but also grow and
flourish.”
  susan smith interview oprah: Painting Their Portraits in Winter Myriam Gurba,
2015-07-08 In this artfully crafted collection of new short stories by award-winning author Myriam
Gurba, nothing is as it seems on the surface. A Mexican grandmother tells creepy yet fascinating
ghost stories to her granddaughters as a way to make them sit still (How Some Abuelitas Keep Their
Chicana Granddaughters Still So That They Can Paint Their Portraits in Winter). A Polish
grandfather spends the night in a Mexican graveyard after a Día de Muertos celebration to discover
if ghosts really do consume the food that has been left for them (Even This Title Is a Ghost).
Unforgettable characters inhabit these cross-border tales filled with introspection and longing, as
modern sensibilities weave and wind through traditional folktales creating a new kind of magical
realism that offers insights into where we come from and where we may be going. A native
Californian, Myriam Gurba earned a BA with honors from UC–Berkeley. Her writing has been
published by Manic D Press, Future Tense, City Lights, and Seal Press. Her first book, Dahlia
Season, won the Publishing Triangle's Edmund White Award for Debut Fiction and was shortlisted
for a Lambda Literary Award. She blogs often for the Rumpus and Radar Productions.
  susan smith interview oprah: Motherhood in the Media Barbara Barnett, 2016-02-19 This
book examines contemporary media stories about women who kill their children. By analyzing media
texts, motherhood blogs, and journalistic interviews, the book seeks to understand better maternal
violence and the factors that lead women to harm their children. The central thesis of this book is
that media practices have changed dramatically during the past 50 years, as has society’s views on
appropriate feminine behavior, yet definitions of characteristics of good mothers remain largely
defined by 1950s sit coms, Victorian ideals, and Christian theology. The book contends that in spite
of media saturation in American society, and the media’s increased opportunities to tell complex and
nuanced stories, news media narratives continue to situate maternal violence as rare, unfathomable,
and unpredictable. The news media’s shift in focus—from public service to profit-making



industry—has encouraged superficial coverage of maternal violence as reporters look for stories that
sell, not stories that explain. Motherhood blogs, in contrast, offer an opportunity for women to tell
their own stories about motherhood, based on experience. Interviews with journalists offer insights
into how the structure of their jobs dictates media coverage of this intimate form of violence.
  susan smith interview oprah: The Art of the Interview Lawrence Grobel, 2010-05-05 THE
ULTIMATE INSIDER’S LOOK AT THE FINE ART OF INTERVIEWING “I had a fantasy the other
night that this interview is so great that they no longer want me to act—just do interviews. I thought
of us going all over the world doing interviews—we’ve signed for three interviews a day for six
weeks.” —Al Pacino, in an interview with Lawrence Grobel Highly respected in journalist circles and
hailed as “the Interviewer’s Interviewer,” Lawrence Grobel is the author of well-received
biographies of Truman Capote, Marlon Brando, James Michener, and the Huston family, with bylines
from Rolling Stone and Playboy to the New York Times. He has spent his thirty-year career getting
tough subjects to truly open up and talk. Now, in The Art of the Interview, he offers step-by-step
instruction on all aspects of nailing an effective interview and provides an inside look on how he
elicted such colorful responses as: “I don’t like Shakespeare. I’d rather be in Malibu.” —Anthony
Hopkins “Feminists don’t like me, and I don’t like them.”—Mel Gibson “I hope to God my friends
steal my body out of a morgue and throw a party when I’m dead.”—Drew Barrymore “I want you out
of here. And I want those goddamn tapes!”—Bob Knight “I smoked pot with my father when I was
eleven in 1973. . . . He thought he was giving me a mind-extending experience just like he used to
give me Hemingway novels and Woody Allen films.”—Anthony Kiedis In The Art of the Interview,
Grobel reveals the most memorable stories from his career, along with examples of the most candid
moments from his long list of famous interviewees, from Oscar-winning actors and Nobel laureates
to Pulitzer Prizewinning writers and sports figures. Taking us step by step through the interview
process, from research and question writing to final editing, The Art of the Interview is a treat for
journalists and culture vultures alike.
  susan smith interview oprah: Nightmare on Main Street Mark Edmundson, 1999 Once we've
terrified ourselves reading Anne Rice or Stephen King, watching Halloween or following the O. J.
Simpson trial, we can rely on the comfort of our inner child or Robert Bly's bongos, an angel, or even
a crystal. In a brilliant assessment of American culture on the eve of the millennium, Mark
Edmundson asks why we're determined to be haunted, courting the Gothic at every turn--and, at the
same time, committed to escape through any new scheme for ready-made transcendence. Nightmare
on Main Street depicts a culture suffused with the Gothic, not just in novels and films but even in the
nonfictive realms of politics and academic theories, TV news and talk shows, various therapies, and
discourses on AIDS and the environment. Gothic's first wave, in the 1790s, reflected the truly
terrifying events unfolding in revolutionary France. What, Edmundson asks, does the ascendancy of
the Gothic in the 1990s tell us about our own day? And what of another trend, seemingly
unrelated--the widespread belief that re-creating oneself is as easy as making a wish? Looking at the
world according to Forrest Gump, Edmundson shows how this parallel culture actually works
reciprocally with the Gothic. An unchecked fixation on the Gothic, Edmundson argues, would result
in a culture of sadomasochism. Against such a rancorous and dispiriting possibility, he draws on the
work of Nietzsche and Shelley, and on the recent creations of Toni Morrison and Tony Kushner, to
show how the Gothic and the visionary can come together in persuasive and renovating ways.
  susan smith interview oprah: A Companion to Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie Ernest
Emenyo̲nu, 2017 Frontcover -- Contents -- Notes on Contributors -- Acknowledgements --
Introduction -- 1. Narrating the Past: Orality, History & the Production of Knowledge in the Works of
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie -- 2. Deconstructing Binary Oppositions of Gender in Purple Hibiscus: A
Review of Religious/Traditional Superiority & Silence -- 3. Adichie & the West African Voice: Women
& Power in Purple Hibiscus -- 4. Reconstructing Motherhood: A Mutative Reality in Purple Hibiscus
-- 5. Ritualized Abuse in Purple Hibiscus -- 6. Dining Room & Kitchen: Food-Related Spaces & their
Interfaces with the Female Body in Purple Hibiscus -- 7. The Paradox of Vulnerability: The Child
Voice in Purple Hibiscus -- 8. 'Fragile Negotiations': Olanna's Melancholia in Half of a Yellow Sun --
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television not only to entertain, but to help people lead better lives, says Oprah Winfrey. In an
endless sea of sensational television, Winfrey has made her nationwide talk show both heartfelt and
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and professional challenges that have shaped the life of America's most influential and adored
celebrity.
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