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primary language of iraq is a topic of significant importance when examining the cultural, social,
and political landscape of this Middle Eastern country. Iraq is a nation with a diverse population,
comprised of various ethnic and linguistic groups. Understanding the primary language of Iraq not
only provides insight into communication within the country but also reflects its rich history and
ethnic composition. This article explores the dominant languages spoken in Iraq, their historical
roots, and the linguistic diversity that shapes Iraqi society. Additionally, it covers official languages,
minority languages, and the role of language in education and government, offering a
comprehensive overview of the linguistic environment in Iraq. The following sections will provide a
detailed examination of these aspects.

Overview of the Primary Language of Iraq

Official Languages and Their Status

Ethnic and Linguistic Diversity in Iraq

Role of Language in Education and Government

Minority Languages and Dialects

Linguistic Influence on Iraqi Culture and Society

Overview of the Primary Language of Iraq
The primary language of Iraq is Arabic, specifically Iraqi Arabic, which serves as the lingua franca
for the majority of the population. Arabic is deeply embedded in the country's identity and daily
communication. It is used in government, media, education, and public life, making it the most
widely spoken and understood language across Iraq. Iraqi Arabic is a dialect that differs from
Modern Standard Arabic, incorporating unique vocabulary, pronunciation, and expressions
influenced by the region's history and ethnic groups. While Arabic dominates, Iraq’s linguistic
landscape is more complex due to the presence of other languages spoken by minority communities.

Arabic Language Varieties in Iraq
Within Iraq, Arabic exists in multiple forms. The most common is Iraqi Arabic, which can be further
divided into regional dialects such as Baghdadi Arabic, spoken in the capital, and southern Iraqi
Arabic, prevalent in the southern provinces. These dialects share a common foundation but exhibit
differences in phonetics and lexicon. Modern Standard Arabic (MSA), the standardized literary form
of Arabic, is used in formal settings, education, and official documents, ensuring communication
across the Arab world.



Historical Context of Arabic in Iraq
The Arabic language became dominant in Iraq following the Islamic conquests in the 7th century,
which replaced earlier languages such as Akkadian and Aramaic in many domains. Over centuries,
Arabic integrated with local languages and cultures, solidifying its role as the primary language of
administration, religion, and culture in the country. This historical evolution explains why Arabic
remains central to Iraq’s national identity.

Official Languages and Their Status
Iraq recognizes multiple official languages, reflecting its ethnic diversity. Arabic and Kurdish are the
two constitutionally official languages, each holding official status in different regions. This bilingual
official status aims to accommodate the country’s major ethnic groups and promote inclusivity in
governance and public life.

Arabic as an Official Language
Arabic is officially recognized nationwide and is the predominant language used in federal
government institutions, national media, and education. It is the language of legislation and judicial
proceedings outside the Kurdish autonomous regions. The Iraqi constitution guarantees the right to
use Arabic in all official and public domains.

Kurdish Language and Its Official Recognition
Kurdish holds official language status primarily in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq, an autonomous area
in the north. Kurdish is widely spoken by the Kurdish population and serves as the main language of
education, media, and government within this region. The recognition of Kurdish alongside Arabic
underscores Iraq’s commitment to linguistic diversity and regional autonomy.

Ethnic and Linguistic Diversity in Iraq
Iraq’s population consists of various ethnic groups, each contributing to the country’s linguistic
mosaic. Besides the Arab majority, significant communities of Kurds, Turkmen, Assyrians, and others
enrich Iraq’s cultural fabric with their distinct languages and dialects.

Main Ethnic Groups and Their Languages

Arabs: Comprising the majority, Arabs predominantly speak Iraqi Arabic.

Kurds: Speak Kurdish dialects such as Sorani and Kurmanji.

Turkmen: Speak Turkmen, a Turkic language with influences from Turkish and Arabic.



Assyrians: Speak Neo-Aramaic languages, reflecting ancient linguistic heritage.

Others: Smaller groups include Armenians, Shabaks, and Yazidis, each with unique languages
or dialects.

Impact of Linguistic Diversity on National Cohesion
The coexistence of multiple languages creates both opportunities and challenges for Iraq. Linguistic
diversity enriches cultural expression and preserves historical identities. However, it also requires
careful policy management to ensure equal representation and prevent marginalization of minority
language speakers. Iraq’s official recognition of Arabic and Kurdish is a step toward balancing
national unity with ethnic plurality.

Role of Language in Education and Government
Language plays a crucial role in Iraq’s education system and government operations. The use of
Arabic and Kurdish in official settings reflects the country’s constitutional framework and regional
governance structures.

Language of Instruction in Schools
Arabic serves as the primary language of instruction in most public schools throughout Iraq. In the
Kurdistan Region, Kurdish is the main language used in educational institutions. Schools may also
offer instruction in minority languages to preserve cultural heritage. The education system aims to
promote literacy and proficiency in the official languages while respecting linguistic diversity.

Language Use in Government and Media
Government documents, laws, and official communications are primarily issued in Arabic. In the
Kurdistan Region, Kurdish-language media and government publications are prevalent. National
media outlets often broadcast in both Arabic and Kurdish, catering to the linguistic composition of
the population. Minority languages have more limited media presence but remain vital for
community cohesion.

Minority Languages and Dialects
In addition to Arabic and Kurdish, Iraq is home to several minority languages, each with distinct
social and cultural significance. These languages contribute to Iraq’s rich linguistic heritage and are
often spoken within particular communities or regions.



Turkmen Language
Turkmen, a Turkic language, is spoken by the Turkmen minority primarily in northern Iraq. It shares
similarities with Turkish and has distinct dialects influenced by Arabic and Kurdish. Turkmen is
recognized as a minority language and is used in local education and media in Turkmen-populated
areas.

Assyrian Neo-Aramaic
Assyrians in Iraq speak Neo-Aramaic languages, which are modern forms of the ancient Aramaic
language once widespread in Mesopotamia. These languages are vital to preserving Assyrian
identity and culture. Despite limited official recognition, efforts continue to maintain and revitalize
Neo-Aramaic among younger generations.

Other Minority Languages

Shabaki: A language spoken by the Shabak community in northern Iraq.

Armenian: Used by the Armenian minority in certain urban centers.

Yazidi language: Related to Kurdish, used by the Yazidi religious community.

Linguistic Influence on Iraqi Culture and Society
The primary language of Iraq and its linguistic diversity profoundly influence the country’s culture,
literature, and social interactions. Language serves as a vehicle for transmitting traditions, religious
beliefs, and artistic expression, shaping the collective Iraqi identity.

Language and Literature
Arabic literature in Iraq includes classical poetry, prose, and modern works that reflect the nation’s
history and social issues. Kurdish literature, with its rich oral and written traditions, also plays a
significant role in preserving Kurdish culture. Minority languages contribute unique narratives and
folklore, enriching Iraq’s literary landscape.

Language and Religion
Religious practices in Iraq are closely tied to language. Arabic is the liturgical language of Islam,
which is the majority religion. Kurdish-speaking Muslims often use Arabic for religious texts and
rituals. Assyrian Christians use Neo-Aramaic in their liturgy, maintaining ancient linguistic traditions
within their faith communities.



Language in Daily Life and Communication
In everyday interactions, language choice often depends on the region, community, and context.
Multilingualism is common, with many Iraqis fluent in Arabic and Kurdish or other minority
languages. This linguistic adaptability facilitates communication in a diverse society and reinforces
social bonds among different ethnic groups.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary language spoken in Iraq?
The primary language spoken in Iraq is Arabic.

Are there any other official languages in Iraq besides Arabic?
Yes, Kurdish is also an official language in Iraq, primarily spoken in the Kurdistan region.

Is Arabic in Iraq different from Arabic spoken in other
countries?
Yes, the Arabic dialect spoken in Iraq is known as Iraqi Arabic, which has unique vocabulary,
pronunciation, and grammar compared to other Arabic dialects.

What percentage of the Iraqi population speaks Arabic as
their first language?
Approximately 75-80% of the Iraqi population speaks Arabic as their first language.

Is Kurdish widely spoken throughout Iraq or only in specific
regions?
Kurdish is mainly spoken in the northern regions of Iraq, particularly in the autonomous Kurdistan
Region.

Are there any minority languages spoken in Iraq besides
Arabic and Kurdish?
Yes, minority languages in Iraq include Turkmen, Assyrian Neo-Aramaic, and Armenian, among
others.

How does the Iraqi government support the use of multiple
languages?
The Iraqi constitution recognizes Arabic and Kurdish as official languages and supports the use of



minority languages in education and media within their respective regions.

Additional Resources
1. The Arabic Language in Iraq: History and Evolution
This book explores the rich history and development of the Arabic language in Iraq, from ancient
times to the modern era. It examines the influences of various cultures and empires on Iraqi Arabic,
highlighting regional dialects and linguistic changes. Readers gain insight into how Arabic has
shaped Iraqi identity and communication.

2. Iraqi Arabic Dialects: A Comprehensive Guide
Focusing specifically on the diverse dialects spoken across Iraq, this guide provides detailed
descriptions and examples of regional variations. It is an essential resource for linguists, language
learners, and those interested in the sociolinguistic aspects of Iraq. The book also includes audio
resources to aid pronunciation.

3. Classical Arabic and Its Role in Iraqi Education
This book discusses the significance of Classical Arabic in the Iraqi educational system and its
impact on literacy and cultural preservation. It examines curriculum development and teaching
methodologies used in Iraqi schools. The author also addresses challenges faced in balancing
Classical and colloquial Arabic instruction.

4. The Influence of Mesopotamian Languages on Modern Iraqi Arabic
Delving into the ancient languages of Mesopotamia, such as Akkadian and Sumerian, this volume
investigates their contributions to the vocabulary and syntax of contemporary Iraqi Arabic. It
provides historical context and linguistic analysis that reveal deep-rooted connections. The book is
ideal for scholars interested in language history.

5. Arabic Literature in Iraq: From Poetry to Prose
This collection showcases significant works of Iraqi Arabic literature, spanning various genres
including poetry, novels, and short stories. It highlights influential Iraqi writers and their
contributions to Arab literary traditions. The book also discusses themes reflecting Iraqi society,
culture, and politics.

6. Language and Identity in Iraq: The Role of Arabic
Exploring the complex relationship between language and identity, this book examines how Arabic
functions as a symbol of national unity and cultural heritage in Iraq. It addresses issues of
multilingualism, language policy, and the experiences of minority language speakers. The text is
valuable for those studying sociolinguistics and cultural studies.

7. Teaching Arabic as a Second Language in Iraq
A practical guide for educators, this book offers strategies and methodologies for teaching Arabic to
non-native speakers within Iraq. It covers curriculum design, language acquisition theories, and
classroom practices tailored to the Iraqi context. The book also discusses challenges and solutions
for effective language instruction.

8. Iraqi Arabic Proverbs and Idioms: A Cultural Insight
This book compiles a wide range of proverbs and idiomatic expressions used in Iraqi Arabic,
providing explanations and cultural backgrounds for each. It reveals how language reflects societal
values, humor, and wisdom unique to Iraq. The collection serves as a resource for language learners



and cultural enthusiasts alike.

9. Modern Media and the Evolution of Arabic in Iraq
Analyzing the impact of television, radio, and digital media on the Arabic language in Iraq, this book
studies language change and standardization in the media landscape. It explores how media shapes
public discourse, language trends, and linguistic innovation. The work is relevant for those
interested in media studies and language dynamics.
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  primary language of iraq: The Kurds of Iraq Mahir A. Aziz, 2011-01-30 Over ninety years
since their absorption into the modern Iraqi state, the Kurdish people of Iraq still remain an
apparent anomaly in the modern world - a nation without a state. In 'The Kurds of Iraq', Mahir Aziz
explores this incongruity, and asks the pertinent questions, who are the Kurds today? What is their
relationship to the Iraqi state? How do they perceive themselves and their prospective political
future? And in what way are they crucial for the stability of the Iraqi state? In the wake of the Gulf
War of 1991 in the face of the Iraqi state, the Kurds endeavoured to create a de facto state and to
concretise and stabilise the institutions that would enable this. 'The Kurds of Iraq' thus examines the
creation, evolution and development of Kurdish nationalism despite the suppression of its political
and cultural manifestations. Through extensive interviews in the field, Aziz assesses the impact of
recent history on the complex process of identity formation amongst Kurdish students at three of the
nation's leading universities. He provides an in depth examination of students' socio-economic
backgrounds, and their thoughts on and experiences of what it means to be Kurdish in the modern
Iraqi state, and the impact this has on their perception of their language, culture and religion. Aziz's
invaluable and extensive field research furthermore serves as a point of departure for an
investigation into the relationship between national identity and historical memory in Iraqi Kurdistan
and beyond. He thus analyses wider issues of the intersection and interdependency of national,
regional, ethnic, tribal and local identities. He thus constructs an intimate portrait of the Kurds of
Iraq, which will provide an important insight for students and researchers of the Middle East and for
those interested the important issues of nationalism and ethnic identity in the modern nation state,
and the impact these issues have on the stability of Iraq itself.
  primary language of iraq: The Handbook of Linguistic Human Rights Tove
Skutnabb-Kangas, Robert Phillipson, 2022-12-01 A groundbreaking new work that sheds light on
case studies of linguistic human rights around the world, raising much-needed awareness of the
struggles of many peoples and communities The first book of its kind, the Handbook of Linguistic
Human Rights presents a diverse range of theoretically grounded studies of linguistic human rights,
exemplifying what linguistic justice is and how it might be achieved. Through explorations of ways in
which linguistic human rights are understood in both national and international contexts, this
innovative volume demonstrates how linguistic human rights are supported or violated on all
continents, with a particular focus on the marginalized languages of minorities and Indigenous
peoples, in industrialized countries and the Global South. Organized into five parts, this volume first
presents approaches to linguistic human rights in international and national law, political theory,
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sociology, economics, history, education, and critical theory. Subsequent sections address how
international standards are promoted or impeded and cross-cutting issues, including translation and
interpreting, endangered languages and the internet, the impact of global English, language testing,
disaster situations, historical amnesia, and more. This essential reference work: Explores
approaches to linguistic human rights (LHRs) in all key scholarly disciplines Assesses the strengths
and weaknesses of international law Covenants and Declarations that recognize the LHRs of
Indigenous peoples, minorities and other minoritized groups Presents evidence of how LHRs are
being violated on all continents, and evidence of successful struggles for achieving linguistic human
rights and linguistic justice Stresses the importance of the mother tongues of Indigenous peoples
and minorities being the main teaching/learning languages for cultural identity, success in
education, and social integration Includes a selection of short texts that present additional
existential evidence of LHRs Edited by two renowned leaders in the field, the Handbook of Linguistic
Human Rights is an ideal resource for undergraduate and graduate students of language and law,
sociolinguistics, applied linguistics, language policy, language education, indigenous studies,
language rights, human rights, and globalization.
  primary language of iraq: Reimagining Education in the Middle East Hadi T. Pir,
2025-07-25 This book critically examines significant educational challenges in the broader Middle
East, using insights from Iraq to explore historical, political, social, racial, religious, linguistic, and
sectarian influences on education. It introduces new theoretical perspectives to explain why
ineffective educational policies have persisted for the past century and proposes alternative
approaches for research and policymaking in the region. Utilizing grounded theory methodology, the
book includes interviews with 20 prominent Iraqi educational policymakers to reveal a shared
worldview—termed the Traditional Paradigm—that continues to influence education and policy. It
critiques dominant Western paradigms of critical theory and postmodernism for their inability to
capture the complexities of the Middle East. Additionally, it introduces the Established Reality
Theory, which draws on cognitive psychology and sociology to explain why ineffective policies
persist despite shifts in regime. The book provides new insights, policy recommendations, and
avenues for research to assist scholars and policymakers in tackling significant educational
challenges. The book is relevant to scholars, researchers, and students in education, Middle Eastern
studies, sociology, and political science. It is also valuable for policymakers, educators, and
institutions seeking a deeper understanding of educational structures and reform in the Middle East.
  primary language of iraq: Private Schools in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq Hassun,
Hishyar, 2023-03-16 This book addresses the development and the functions of private schools in the
Kur-distan Region of Iraq. A region that witnessed a huge change in the education system after its
establishment in 1992 alongside with the rise of private schools numbers. Pri-vate school choice and
profiles of private education providers are discussed based on empirical data. The data consist of
using document analysis of 10 private education providers' websites to describe the profiles of
private education providers as well as a questionnaire (n=223) conducted with parents to find out
the most important factors influencing the choice of private schools. The study shows that private
schools in Kurdistan Region of Iraq connect students to the globalized world through using English
as the medium of instruction which is con-sidered the most important factor that parents consider in
choosing private schools. The choice of private schools can be seen as a reflect for a globalized
movement towards the privatization of education.
  primary language of iraq: World Education Patterns in the Global South C. C. Wolhuter,
2022-09-01 World Education Patterns in the Global South surveys the educational responses and
new educational landscapes being developed as a consequence of the powerful global forces that are
demanding change within the Global South’s educational contexts, including Central and South-East
Asia, Latin America, and the Caribbean.
  primary language of iraq: Historical Dictionary of Iraq Beth K. Dougherty, Edmund A.
Ghareeb, 2013-11-07 The Historical Dictionary of Iraq, Second Edition covers the history of Iraq
through a chronology, an introductory essay, appendixes, and an extensive bibliography. The



dictionary section has several hundred cross-referenced entries on important personalities, politics,
economy, foreign relations, religion, and culture. This book is an excellent access point for students,
researchers, and anyone wanting to know more about Iraq.
  primary language of iraq: The Political Economy of Iraq Gunter, Frank R., 2021-10-15 The
second edition of The Political Economy of Iraq is as comprehensive and accessible as the first with
updated data and analysis. Frank R. Gunter discusses in detail how the convergence of the ISIS
insurgency, collapse in oil prices, and massive youth unemployment produced a serious political
crisis in 2020. This work ends with a discussion of key policy decisions that will determine Iraq’s
future. This volume will be a valuable resource for anyone with a professional, business, or academic
interest in the post-2003 political economy of Iraq.
  primary language of iraq: Armenians of Iraq Hamied Al Hashimi, 2023-07-21 Armenians are
one of the ethnic components of the Iraqi social spectrum. Nothing was known about Armenians of
Iraq except as Christians or as migrants from Armenia originally. It is well known that the
Armenians of Iraq are generally keen to preserve their Armenian ethnic and cultural entity and are
usually peaceful and far from being involved in political conflicts and polarization. However, some
people might imagine them living in the shadows or margins of Iraqi life, especially since there is a
near-total absence of studies on Iraqi Armenians in the different fields of humanities and social
sciences. This gives us an impression of their conservatism and closeness, but this dissipates as soon
as the researcher goes to investigate them. This leaves us with a number of questions about the
existence of Armenian people in Iraq. What is their relationship with the mother country, Armenia?
What are the demographic characteristics of their population in Arabic countries? What are the
social and cultural characteristics of their lifestyle in Iraq, including marriage customs? What were
their roles in the development of Iraqi public life if they existed in Iraq? Do they have a conflict of
social identity? All these queries are our current research concerns through which to introduce Iraqi
Armenians to the reader and interested parties.
  primary language of iraq: Iraq War Brian L. Steed, 2019-02-15 This invaluable resource offers
a comprehensive overview of the Iraq War, with more than 100 in-depth articles by leading scholars
on an array of topics and themes and more than a dozen key primary source documents. This book
provides everything the reader needs to know about the Iraq War, from the Bush administration's
decision to invade Iraq, through the U.S. troop surge in 2007, to the rise of the Islamic State. It
offers insight into the war through the events, organizations, and people who have had a major
impact on the conflict. It also explains the inadvertent consequences of the conflict including
worsening regional sectarian divisions, the Arab Spring, the increase in Iranian influence in the
Middle East, and the expansion of international terrorism. The book begins with a sweeping
overview of the Iraq War that provides context for each of the reference entries that follow. The
introductory material also includes detailed essays on the causes and consequences of the war. The
bulk of the book consists of more than 120 reference entries on such topics as Saddam Hussein, the
battles of Fallujah, and private military contractors such as Blackwater and Halliburton. In addition,
the book includes more than a dozen curated and contextualized primary source documents along
with a comprehensive chronology and extensive bibliography.
  primary language of iraq: The Modern History of Iraq Phebe Marr, 2011-09-06 The Modern
History of Iraq places in historical perspective the crises and upheavals that continue to afflict the
country. The book focuses on several important themes: the search for national identity in a
multiethnic, multireligious state; the struggle to achieve economic development and modernity in a
traditional society; and the political dynamics that have led to the current situation. Phebe Marr
draws on published sources in Arabic and English, personal interviews, and frequent visits to the
country to produce a remarkably lucid account of the emergence of contemporary Iraq. This edition
features three new chapters that bring readers up to date on events since the U.S. invasion and give
a clear picture of the political, social, economic, and ideological consequences of the recent
upheaval. Marr provides an insightful overview of the current political scene—Iraq's new political
elites; emerging figures, parties, constituencies, and support; and foreign influences. In the final



chapter, Marr offers a uniquely penetrating analysis of Iraq's current social and economic affairs,
including the decline of the middle class, refugee displacement, the economics of oil, the status of
women and ethnic groups, and the rise of sectarianism.
  primary language of iraq: The Kurds Philip G. Kreyenbroek, Stefan Sperl, 2005-08-17 This
collection of studies remedies a dearth of serious scholarship in the area. Kurdish history, society
and culture are considered, as are the international political and legal dimensions of the Kurds'
situation.
  primary language of iraq: Language Empires in Comparative Perspective Christel Stolz,
2015-03-10 The notion of empire is associated with economic and political mechanisms of
dominance. For the last decades, however, there has been a lively debate concerning the question
whether this concept can be transferred to the field of linguistics, specifically to research on
situations of language spread on the one hand and concomitant marginalization of minority
languages on the other. The authors who contributed to this volume concur as to the applicability of
the notion of empire to language-related issues. They address the processes, potential merits and
drawbacks of language spread as well as the marginalization of minority languages, language
endangerment and revitalization, contact-induced language change, the emergence of mixed
languages, and identity issues. An emphasis is on the dominance of non-Western languages such as
Arabic, Chinese, and, particularly, Russian. The studies demonstrate that the emergence, spread and
decline of language empires is a promising area of research, particularly from a comparative
perspective.
  primary language of iraq: Iraq Gareth Stansfield, 2016-09-22 Few countries can claim to have
endured such a difficult and tortuous history as that of Iraq. Its varied peoples have had to contend
with externally imposed state-building at the end of the First World War, through to the rise of
authoritarian military regimes, to the all-encompassing power of Saddam Hussein's dictatorship.
They have endured destructive wars, internationally-imposed sanctions, and a further bout of
destabilizing regime change and subsequent state-building from 2003. The recent rise of the Islamic
State, the consolidation of the Kurdistan Region, and the response of the Shi'i populace have
brought the country to a de facto partition that may bring about Iraq's final demise. The second
edition of Iraq: People, History, Politics provides a comprehensive analysis of the political, societal,
and economic dynamics that have governed Iraq's modern development. Situating recent events
within a longer historical timeframe, this book is a must-read for anyone wanting to understand the
deep histories that underpin the contemporary politics of this war-torn and troubled state.
  primary language of iraq: Area Handbook for Iraq Harvey Henry Smith, American University
(Washington, D.C.). Foreign Area Studies, 1969 General study of Iraq - covers historical and
geographical aspects, demographic aspects and social structures, living conditions, education,
cultural factors, religion, the system of government, foreign policy, mass media, the economic
structure, agriculture, labour force, foreign economic relations, the armed forces, national level
safety, etc. Bibliography pp. 363 to 382, maps and statistical tables.
  primary language of iraq: Global Perspectives on Social Issues Rita James Simon, Lisa
Banks, Delene Bromirski, 2003-01-01 In Global Perspectives on Social Issues: Education, Rita J.
Simon and Lisa Banks provide a broad perspective on education in twenty countries. This work
examines and compares the system of education, literacy rates, enrollment rates, types of public and
private schools, years of compulsory education, and the amount of money the government allocates
to education in the different societies. Each country's demographic characteristics and political,
social, and economic institutions are summarized. The influence of each nation's political and
cultural ideology on the educational system is discussed. This third book in the Global Perspectives
on Social Issues series grants scholars and policy makers an overview of the steps being taken by
governments and educational organizations worldwide to increase the quality, standards, goals, and
accessibility of education.
  primary language of iraq: An Introduction to the Past and Present of the Kingdom of Iraq Iraq.
Committee of Officials, 1946 An attempt has been made in the following pages to present to the



English-speaking world the picture of a young and progressive nation.--Foreword.
  primary language of iraq: Records of Iraq, 1914-1966: 1946-1952 Alan de Lacy Rush, Jane
Priestland, 2001
  primary language of iraq: E-Learning in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) Region
Alan S. Weber, Sihem Hamlaoui, 2018-02-27 In the last decade, due to factors of ICT infrastructural
and broadband maturation, rising levels of educational attainment and computer literacy, and
diversification strategies, e-learning has exploded in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA)
region. However, significant barriers remain in the region’s e-learning development: lack of research
on outcomes and effectiveness, paucity of Arabic language learning objects, monopolies and high
cost of telecommunications, cultural taboos, accreditation, censorship, and teacher training. This
unique volume is the first comprehensive effort to describe the history, development, and current
state of e-learning in each of the 20 MENA countries from Algeria to Yemen. Each entry is expertly
written by a specialist who is acutely familiar with the state of e-learning in their respective country,
and concludes with a bibliography of key reports, peer-reviewed books and articles, and web
resources. E-Learning in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) proves itself as a vital
compendium for a wide readership that includes academics and students, transnational program
directors, international education experts, MENA government departments, commercial vendors and
investors, and ICT development and regulatory agencies involved in e-learning in the Middle East.
  primary language of iraq: A Documentary History of Modern Iraq Stacy E. Holden, 2012-07-08
Previously published histories and primary source collections on the Iraqi experience tend to be
topically focused or dedicated to presenting a top-down approach. By contrast, Stacy Holden's A
Documentary History of Modern Iraq gives voice to ordinary Iraqis, clarifying the experience of the
Shiites, Sunnis, Kurds, Jews, and women over the past century. Through varied documents ranging
from short stories to treaties, political speeches to memoirs, and newspaper articles to book
excerpts, the work synthesizes previously marginalized perspectives of minorities and women with
the voices of the political elite to provide an integrated picture of political change from the Ottoman
Empire in 1903 to the end of the second Bush administration in 2008. Covering a broad range of
topics, this bottom-up approach allows readers to fully immerse themselves in the lives of everyday
Iraqis as they navigate regime shifts from the British to the Hashemite monarchy, the political
upheaval of the Persian Gulf wars, and beyond. Brief introductions to each excerpt provide context
and suggest questions for classroom discussion. This collection offers raw history, untainted and
unfiltered by modern political framework and thought, representing a refreshing new approach to
the study of Iraq.
  primary language of iraq: The Kurds Sebastian Maisel, 2018-06-21 This indispensable
resource for Western readers about the Kurds—an ancient indigenous group that exemplifies
diversity in the Middle East—examines their history, politics, economics, and social structure. The
Kurds: An Encyclopedia of Life, Culture, and Society provides an insightful examination the
Kurds—from their historical beginning to today—through thematic and country-specific essays as
well as important primary documents that allow for a greater understanding of the diversity and
pluralism of the region. This single-volume work looks at the Kurds from a variety of angles and
disciplines, including history, anthropology, economics, religion, geography, and musicology, to
cover the ethnic populations of the original Kurdish homeland states as well as of the diaspora. The
book evaluates sources in Kurdish (both Kurmanci and Sorani) in addition to information of Arabic,
Persian, and Turkish origin to present broad, up-to-date coverage that will serve nonspecialist
readers, high school and college students, and professionals, journalists, politicians, and other
decision makers who require accurate perspectives on Kurdish history and culture. Additionally, an
entire section of the book provides excerpts of primary sources selected for their importance to
Kurdish history and identity. These 20 primary source excerpts are accompanied by introductions
and analysis that enable readers to fully appreciate their political, religious, and cultural importance.
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