
princeton university comparative
literature

princeton university comparative literature is a distinguished academic
discipline that explores the intersections of literary traditions, cultures,
and languages across the globe. At Princeton University, the Comparative
Literature program offers an exceptional opportunity for students to engage
deeply with diverse literary texts while developing critical analytical
skills. This program emphasizes interdisciplinary approaches, allowing
students to examine literature in its broader cultural, historical, and
linguistic contexts. With a rigorous curriculum and access to world-class
faculty, Princeton University Comparative Literature prepares students for
careers in academia, publishing, translation, and beyond. This article
provides a comprehensive overview of the program's key features, academic
offerings, faculty expertise, research opportunities, and career prospects.
The following sections will guide readers through the essential aspects of
Princeton University Comparative Literature.
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Faculty and Research Expertise

Graduate and Undergraduate Opportunities

Career Paths and Alumni Success
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Overview of Princeton University Comparative
Literature Program
The Princeton University Comparative Literature program is designed to foster
an in-depth understanding of literature across languages and cultures. It
encourages students to explore literary texts beyond national borders and
disciplinary boundaries. The program emphasizes critical theory, translation
studies, and interdisciplinary methodologies. Students engage with literature
in its social, political, and philosophical dimensions, making the study both
comprehensive and dynamic.

As one of the prominent departments at Princeton, the program benefits from
the university's commitment to humanities research and interdisciplinary
collaboration. The curriculum is structured to accommodate diverse interests,



from classical literature to contemporary global narratives. This flexibility
makes Princeton University Comparative Literature a highly sought-after
program for both undergraduate and graduate students interested in literary
scholarship.

Academic Curriculum and Course Offerings
The curriculum of Princeton University Comparative Literature is carefully
curated to provide students with a broad yet detailed understanding of
literary traditions. The program offers a variety of courses that cover
different genres, historical periods, and linguistic traditions. Core courses
focus on critical theory, literary history, and comparative methodologies,
while electives allow students to specialize in areas such as postcolonial
studies, translation theory, or media studies.

Core Courses
Core courses lay the foundation for advanced study in comparative literature.
These typically include:

Introduction to Comparative Literature

Literary Theory and Criticism

Comparative Literary History

Translation Studies

Electives and Specializations
Elective courses enable students to pursue their specific interests within
the broader comparative framework. Some popular electives include:

Postcolonial Literatures and Cultures

Literature and Philosophy

Global Modernisms

Digital Humanities and Literature



Faculty and Research Expertise
The strength of Princeton University Comparative Literature lies
significantly in its distinguished faculty members, who are leaders in
various fields of literary studies. Faculty expertise spans multiple
languages, including French, German, Spanish, Chinese, and Arabic, among
others. Professors engage in cutting-edge research that often intersects with
cultural studies, critical theory, and philosophy.

Faculty members actively mentor students, guiding research projects that
contribute to the field of comparative literature. Their scholarly work is
frequently published in prestigious journals and includes books on topics
such as translation theory, world literature, and cultural criticism. This
active research environment enriches the academic experience for students.

Graduate and Undergraduate Opportunities
Princeton University Comparative Literature offers robust opportunities for
both undergraduate and graduate students. Undergraduate students benefit from
a flexible program that encourages interdisciplinary study, while graduate
students engage in rigorous research training and dissertation work.

Undergraduate Program
The undergraduate program allows students to combine comparative literature
with other disciplines such as history, philosophy, or language studies.
Students can pursue a certificate or a minor in comparative literature
alongside their major fields of study. The program emphasizes critical
writing, language proficiency, and cross-cultural analysis.

Graduate Program
The graduate program is designed to prepare scholars for academic careers and
advanced literary research. It includes comprehensive examinations, language
requirements, and original dissertation research. Graduate students often
participate in seminars that foster interdisciplinary dialogue and
collaborate with faculty on research projects.

Career Paths and Alumni Success
Graduates of Princeton University Comparative Literature have pursued diverse
and successful career paths. The program’s emphasis on critical thinking,
multilingual proficiency, and cultural literacy equips students for various
fields beyond academia.



Academic and Research Positions

Publishing and Editorial Careers

Translation and Interpretation

International Cultural Organizations

Media and Communications

Nonprofit and Advocacy Work

Many alumni have secured positions at leading universities and cultural
institutions worldwide, demonstrating the program’s effectiveness in
preparing students for competitive professional environments.

Resources and Facilities
Princeton University Comparative Literature students have access to an array
of resources and facilities that support their academic and research
activities. These include specialized libraries, language labs, and digital
archives. The university’s extensive collections in literature and cultural
studies offer invaluable materials for comparative research.

Additionally, the program hosts lectures, workshops, and conferences
featuring prominent scholars. These events provide students with
opportunities to engage with current debates in comparative literature and
expand their professional networks. The supportive academic community at
Princeton fosters intellectual growth and collaboration.

Frequently Asked Questions

What programs does Princeton University offer in
Comparative Literature?
Princeton University offers a comprehensive Comparative Literature program
that includes undergraduate and graduate degrees, focusing on the study of
literature across languages, cultures, and historical periods.

Who are some notable faculty members in Princeton's
Comparative Literature department?
Notable faculty members in Princeton's Comparative Literature department
include Professors Emily Apter, Stephen Clark, and Susan Stewart, who are
recognized for their contributions to literary theory, translation studies,



and interdisciplinary research.

How does Princeton's Comparative Literature program
integrate interdisciplinary approaches?
Princeton's Comparative Literature program integrates interdisciplinary
approaches by encouraging students to engage with philosophy, history,
cultural studies, and languages, fostering a broad understanding of texts
within various social and cultural contexts.

What career paths do graduates of Princeton's
Comparative Literature program typically pursue?
Graduates of Princeton's Comparative Literature program often pursue careers
in academia, publishing, translation, journalism, international relations,
and other fields that value strong analytical and cross-cultural
communication skills.

Are there opportunities for studying abroad within
Princeton's Comparative Literature program?
Yes, Princeton's Comparative Literature program encourages students to
participate in study abroad programs to enhance their language skills and
cultural understanding, often through partnerships with universities
worldwide.

How can prospective students apply to the
Comparative Literature graduate program at Princeton
University?
Prospective students can apply to Princeton's Comparative Literature graduate
program by submitting an online application through the Princeton Graduate
School portal, including transcripts, letters of recommendation, a statement
of purpose, and writing samples relevant to comparative literature.

Additional Resources
1. Comparative Literature and the Critique of Imperialism
This book explores the ways in which comparative literature has engaged with
imperialist histories and postcolonial critiques. It examines canonical texts
alongside marginalized voices, offering new perspectives on global literary
interactions. The author, a Princeton scholar, highlights the role of
literature in challenging cultural hegemonies.

2. The Princeton Companion to Comparative Literature
A comprehensive guide edited by leading Princeton faculty, this volume covers



the history, theory, and methodology of comparative literature. It includes
essays on major literary traditions, thematic studies, and interdisciplinary
approaches. The book serves as an essential resource for students and
researchers interested in the field.

3. World Literature and Its Discontents
Focusing on the global circulation of texts, this book critiques the concept
of world literature from a comparative perspective. It investigates the
political and cultural implications of literary translation and reception.
The work is informed by Princeton’s emphasis on cross-cultural dialogues and
critical theory.

4. Literature and Philosophy in Princeton’s Comparative Tradition
This volume explores the intersections of literary studies and philosophy
within the comparative literature program at Princeton University. Essays
analyze the works of key philosophers and writers, emphasizing themes such as
ethics, language, and aesthetics. The book highlights the unique intellectual
environment fostered by Princeton scholars.

5. Translating Cultures: Comparative Literature at Princeton
An examination of translation as both a linguistic and cultural practice,
this book draws on case studies from the Princeton comparative literature
curriculum. It discusses how translation shapes literary canons and cultural
identities. The text reflects Princeton’s commitment to interdisciplinarity
and global perspectives.

6. Gender and Narrative in Comparative Literature
This book investigates the role of gender in narrative structures across
diverse literary traditions studied at Princeton. It combines feminist theory
with comparative analysis to uncover new readings of classic and contemporary
texts. The work contributes to ongoing dialogues about identity and
representation.

7. The Princeton Lectures on Literary Theory and Comparative Literature
A collection of lectures by Princeton faculty, this book covers foundational
and contemporary theories in comparative literature. Topics include
structuralism, poststructuralism, psychoanalysis, and cultural studies. It is
designed to provide both introductory insights and advanced scholarly
discussion.

8. Modernism and Its Global Contexts: A Comparative Approach
This book situates modernist literature within a global framework, reflecting
Princeton’s comparative literature emphasis. It examines modernist movements
across languages and cultures, highlighting interconnectedness and
divergence. The analysis underscores the importance of comparative methods in
understanding literary modernism.

9. Ethics and Aesthetics in Comparative Literature
Exploring the relationship between moral philosophy and literary form, this
book delves into ethical questions raised by literature from a comparative
standpoint. It features essays that discuss how aesthetic experiences



influence ethical understanding. The volume showcases Princeton’s
interdisciplinary approach to literary studies.
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  princeton university comparative literature: Princeton Essays in European and
Comparative Literature Princeton University, 1969
  princeton university comparative literature: The Princeton Sourcebook in Comparative
Literature David Damrosch, Natalie Melas, Mbongiseni Buthelezi, 2009-08-23 Key essays on
comparative literature from the eighteenth century to today As comparative literature reshapes
itself in today's globalizing age, it is essential for students and teachers to look deeply into the
discipline's history and its present possibilities. The Princeton Sourcebook in Comparative Literature
is a wide-ranging anthology of classic essays and important recent statements on the mission and
methods of comparative literary studies. This pioneering collection brings together thirty-two pieces,
from foundational statements by Herder, Madame de Staël, and Nietzsche to work by a range of the
most influential comparatists writing today, including Lawrence Venuti, Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak,
and Franco Moretti. Gathered here are manifestos and counterarguments, essays in definition, and
debates on method by scholars and critics from the United States, Europe, Asia, Africa, and Latin
America, giving a unique overview of comparative study in the words of some of its most important
practitioners. With selections extending from the beginning of comparative study through the years
of intensive theoretical inquiry and on to contemporary discussions of the world's literatures, The
Princeton Sourcebook in Comparative Literature helps readers navigate a rapidly evolving discipline
in a dramatically changing world.
  princeton university comparative literature: The Translation Zone Emily Apter, 2006
Translation, before 9/11, was deemed primarily an instrument of international relations, business,
education, and culture. Today it seems, more than ever, a matter of war and peace. In The
Translation Zone, Emily Apter argues that the field of translation studies, habitually confined to a
framework of linguistic fidelity to an original, is ripe for expansion as the basis for a new
comparative literature. Organized around a series of propositions that range from the idea that
nothing is translatable to the idea that everything is translatable, The Translation Zone examines the
vital role of translation studies in the invention of comparative literature as a discipline. Apter
emphasizes language wars (including the role of mistranslation in the art of war), linguistic
incommensurability in translation studies, the tension between textual and cultural translation, the
role of translation in shaping a global literary canon, the resistance to Anglophone dominance, and
the impact of translation technologies on the very notion of how translation is defined. The book
speaks to a range of disciplines and spans the globe. Ultimately, The Translation Zone maintains that
a new comparative literature must take stock of the political impact of translation technologies on
the definition of foreign or symbolic languages in the humanities, while recognizing the complexity
of language politics in a world at once more monolingual and more multilingual.
  princeton university comparative literature: The Routledge Companion to World Literature
Theo D'haen, David Damrosch, Djelal Kadir, 2011-09-14 In the age of globalization, the category of
World Literature is increasingly important to academic teaching and research. The Routledge

https://www-01.massdevelopment.com/archive-library-610/files?title=princeton-university-comparative-literature.pdf&trackid=qVJ51-7762
https://www-01.massdevelopment.com/archive-library-408/Book?trackid=eMq40-4097&title=imperial-valley-dental-practice.pdf
https://www-01.massdevelopment.com/archive-library-408/Book?trackid=eMq40-4097&title=imperial-valley-dental-practice.pdf


Companion to World Literature offers a comprehensive pathway into this burgeoning and popular
field. Separated into four key sections, the volume covers: the history of World Literature through
significant writers and theorists from Goethe to Said, Casanova and Moretti the disciplinary
relationship of World Literature to areas such as philology, translation, globalization and diaspora
studies theoretical issues in World Literature including gender, politics and ethics a global
perspective on the politics of World Literature. The forty-eight outstanding contributors to this
companion offer an ideal introduction to those approaching the field for the first time, or looking to
further their knowledge of this extensive field.
  princeton university comparative literature: Handbook of Anglophone World Literatures
Stefan Helgesson, Birgit Neumann, Gabriele Rippl, 2020-09-07
  princeton university comparative literature: The Routledge Concise History of World
Literature Theo D'haen, 2013-03 This remarkably broad and informative book offers an
introduction to and overview of World Literature. Tracing the term from its earliest roots and
situating it within a number of relevant contexts from postcolonialism to postmodernism, this book is
the ideal guide to an increasingly popular and important term in literary studies. It is accessible and
engaging and will be invaluable to students of world literature, comparative literature, translation
and postcolonial studies and anyone with an interest in these or related topics.
  princeton university comparative literature: Displacing Fictions of Orhan Pamuk Hande
Gürses, 2023-11-21 Displacing Fictions of Orhan Pamuk: Beyond the Bridge questions the prevailing
relevance and violence of the bridge metaphor for literature through new readings of Orhan Pamuk.
This book argues that despite its association with connection, dialogue, and reconciliation, the
bridge is an inherently violent structure that controls movement by regulating it. Drawing on
deconstruction and Derrida, the author argues for a rethinking of the intrinsic connection between
the bridge and the writings of Orhan Pamuk. Exploring Pamuk’s significance as an author of the
world literature canon, this book investigates the history and theory of the discipline as a bridge.
Identifying new metaphors in Pamuk’s work, Hande Gürses shows the political potential of moving
beyond the bridge. As people, lands, and ideas keep moving, Displacing Fictions of Orhan Pamuk
argues for an urgent need for new metaphors to understand and represent the realities of our
contemporary world.
  princeton university comparative literature: Contemporary Literature: The Basics
Suman Gupta, 2012-03-12 ‘Contemporary Literature’ is among the most popular areas of literary
study but it can be a difficult one to define. This book equips readers with the necessary tools to take
an analytical and systematic approach to contemporary texts. The author provides answers to some
of the critical questions in the field: What makes a literary text contemporary? Is it possible to have
a canon of contemporary literature? How does a reader’s location affect their understanding? How
do print, electronic, and audio-visual media impact upon contemporary literature? Which key
concepts and themes are most prevalent? Containing diverse illustrative examples and discussing
the topics which define our current sense of the contemporary, this is an ideal starting point for
anyone seeking to engage critically with contemporary literature.
  princeton university comparative literature: International Who's Who in Poetry 2005 Europa
Publications, 2004 Provides up-to-date profiles on the careers of leading and emerging poets.
  princeton university comparative literature: The English Literature Companion Julian
Wolfreys, 2017-09-16 What does it mean to study English Literature? Have can you navigate and get
the most from your degree? The English Literature Companion is your comprehensive introduction
to, and exploration of, the discipline of English and Literary Studies. It is your advisor on key
decisions, and your one-stop reference source throughout the course. It combines: - A wide-ranging
introduction to the nature, breadth and key components of the study of English Literature - Essays
by experts in the field on key topics, periods and critical approaches - A glossary of critical terms
and a chronology of literary history - Guidance about study skills, from using your time effectively to
the practical mechanics of writing essays - Extensive signposting to wider reading and further
sources of information - Advice on key decisions taken during a degree and on subsequent career



direction and further study Giving you the foundation and resources you need for success in English
Literature, this book is essential pre-course reading and will be an invaluable reference resource
throughout your degree.
  princeton university comparative literature: Globalism in the Middle Ages and the Early
Modern Age Albrecht Classen, 2023-09-05 Although it is fashionable among modernists to claim
that globalism emerged only since ca. 1800, the opposite can well be documented through careful
comparative and transdisciplinary studies, as this volume demonstrates, offering a wide range of
innovative perspectives on often neglected literary, philosophical, historical, or medical documents.
Texts, images, ideas, knowledge, and objects migrated throughout the world already in the
pre-modern world, even if the quantitative level compared to the modern world might have been
different. In fact, by means of translations and trade, for instance, global connections were
established and maintained over the centuries. Archetypal motifs developed in many literatures
indicate how much pre-modern people actually shared. But we also discover hard-core facts of global
economic exchange, import of exotic medicine, and, on another level, intensive intellectual debates
on religious issues. Literary evidence serves best to expose the extent to which contacts with people
in foreign countries were imaginable, often desirable, and at times feared, of course. The
pre-modern world was much more on the move and reached out to distant lands out of curiosity,
economic interests, and political and military concerns. Diplomats crisscrossed the continents, and
artists, poets, and craftsmen traveled widely. We can identify, for instance, both the Vikings and the
Arabs as global players long before the rise of modern globalism, so this volume promises to rewrite
many of our traditional notions about pre-modern worldviews, economic conditions, and the literary
sharing on a global level, as perhaps best expressed by the genre of the fable.
  princeton university comparative literature: East and South Lucy Gasser, 2021-07-15 What
is Europe in academic discourse? While Europe tends to be used as shorthand, often
interchangeable with the West, neither the West nor Europe are homogeneous spaces. Though
postcolonial studies have long been debunking Eurocentrism in its multiple guises, there is still work
to do in fully comprehending how its imaginations and discursive legacies conceive the figure of
Europe, as not all who live on European soil are understood as equally European. This volume
explores this immediate need to rethink the axis of postcolonial cultural productions, to disarticulate
Eurocentrism, to recognise Europe as a more diverse, plural and fluid space, to draw forward
cultural exchanges and dialogues within the Global South. Through analyses of literary texts from
East-Central Europe and beyond, this volume sheds light on alternative literary cartographies — the
multiplicity of Europes and being European which exist both as they are viewed from the different
geographies of the global South, and within the continent itself. Covering a wide spatial and
temporal terrain in postcolonial and European cultural productions, this volume will be of great
interest to scholars and researchers of literature and literary criticism, cultural studies, post-colonial
studies, global South studies and European studies.
  princeton university comparative literature: Edward Said and Critical Decolonization Ferial
J Gbazoul, 2007 This book is dedicated to Edward Said (1935-2003), a major literary and cultural
critic, who has been instrumental in promoting decolonization through his analytical and critical
writing. Scholarly articles tackle various aspects of Said's writing on fiction, criticism, politics, and
music, and the volume includes an extensive bibliography of Edward Said. Edward Said and Critical
Decolonization strives to cover the multifaceted career of Said, with emphasis on his critical
contribution to decolonization and resistance to hegemony. There are moving testimonies by friends
and relatives, students and colleagues, which throw light on his personality. An article by Said
himself on the idea of the university is published here for the first time. The volume also includes
articles exploring in depth Said's political, critical, and aesthetic positions--including his views on
intellectuals and secular criticism, on traveling theory, and humanism. And Said's thought is
explored in relation to other major thinkers such as Freud and Foucault. Contributors: Fadwa Abdel
Rahman, Richard Armstrong, Mostafa Bayoumi, Terry Eagleton, Rokus de Groot, Stathis Gourgouris,
Hoda Guindi, Ananya Kabir, Lamis El Nakkash, Daisuke Nishihara, Rubén Chuaqui, Yasmine



Ramadan, Andrew Rubin, Edward Said, Najla Said, Yumna Siddiqi, David Sweet, Michael Wood, and
Youssef Yacoubi.
  princeton university comparative literature: Translating Chinese Literature Eugene Chen
Eoyang, Yaofu Lin, 1995 Enth.: Papers presented at the first International conference on the
translation of Chinese literature held in Taipei, Nov. 19-21, 1990.
  princeton university comparative literature: Globalization and Literature Suman Gupta,
2013-04-30 This book presents a state-of-the-art overview of the relationship between globalization
studies and literature and literary studies, and the bearing that they have on each other. It engages
with the manner in which globalization is thematized in literary works, examines the relationship
between globalization theory and literary theory, and discusses the impact of globalization processes
on the production and reception of literary texts. Suman Gupta argues that, while literature has
registered globalization processes in relevant ways, there has been a missed articulation between
globalization studies and literary studies. Examples are given of some of the ways in which this
slippage is now being addressed and may be taken forward, taking up such themes as the manner in
which anti-globalization protests and world cities have figured in literary works; the ways in which
theories of postmodernism and postcolonialism, familiar in literary studies, have diverged from and
converged with globalization studies; and how industries to do with the circulation of literature are
becoming globalized. This book is intended for university-level students and teachers, researchers,
and other informed readers with an interest in the above issues, and serves as both a survey of the
field and an intervention within it.
  princeton university comparative literature: Singularity and Transnational Poetics Birgit
Mara Kaiser, 2014-12-05 Over the past decade ‘singularity’ has been a prominent term in a broad
range of fields, ranging from philosophy to literary and cultural studies to science and technology
studies. This volume intervenes in this broad discussion of singularity and its various implications,
proposing to explore the term for its specific potential in the study of literature. Singularity and
Transnational Poetics brings together scholars working in the fields of literary and cultural studies,
translation studies, and transnational literatures. The volume’s central concern is to explore
singularity as a conceptual tool for the comparative study of contemporary literatures beyond
national frameworks, and by implication, as a tool to analyze human existence. Contributors explore
how singularity might move our conceptions of cultural identity from prevailing frameworks of
self/other toward the premises of being as ‘singular plural’. Through a close reading of transnational
literatures from Ireland, Germany, the Netherlands, France, and South Africa, this collection offers a
new approach to reading literature that will challenge a reader’s established notions of identity,
individuality, communicability, and social cohesion.
  princeton university comparative literature: Inclusion, Diversity and Innovation in
Translation Education Alejandro Bolaños García-Escribano, Mazal Oaknín, 2024-10-01 Through
examples of literary and audiovisual translation teaching practices, Inclusion, Diversity and
Innovation in Translation Education places a novel emphasis on equality, diversity and inclusion
(EDI) synergising the latest research advancements in EDI and translation curricula. The
contributors revisit how languages and translation are currently taught and explore the relevance of
EDI values from an interdisciplinary perspective. The chapters contain proposals of best teaching
practices and teacher training guidance alongside examples of research-led teaching scenarios.
There is a twofold rationale behind this volume: firstly, identifying links between literary and
audiovisual translation teaching practices, which often demand great creativity inside and outside
the classroom; and, secondly, placing greater emphasis on EDI-focused methods and themes.
Following this approach, readers are invited to consider pressing societal issues such as (media)
accessibility, intersectionality, LGBTQI+ and race, among others, and to embed them in their
language and translation teaching practices. Praise for Inclusion, Diversity and Innovation in
Translation Education ‘This collection brings together a diverse group of scholars of various
identities and backgrounds to provide us with invaluable lessons on how to increase a sense of
belonging in university classrooms, especially among minoritised students. An inspiring and



empowering archive of justice-oriented translation pedagogies.’ Emek Ergun, University of North
Carolina at Charlotte ‘A topical and thorough manual for academics, instructors, professional
translators and apprentices who will gain a critical insight into the need to develop competences
about EDI during the educational years.’ Marcella De Marco, London Metropolitan University ‘A
rich, kaleidoscopic collection that breathes life into EDI by weaving technological advances,
intersectionality, accessibility and social justice into audio-visual and literary translation
classrooms.’ Şebnem Susam-Saraeva, University of Edinburgh
  princeton university comparative literature: National Defense Graduate Fellowships
United States. Office of Education, 1966
  princeton university comparative literature: The Rhetoric of Topics and Forms Gianna
Zocco, 2021-01-18 The fourth volume of the collected papers of the ICLA congress “The Many
Languages of Comparative Literature” includes articles that study thematic and formal elements of
literary texts. Although the question of prioritizing either the level of content or that of form has
often provoked controversies, most contributions here treat them as internally connected. While
theoretical considerations inform many of the readings, the main interest of most articles can be
described as rhetorical (in the widest sense) – given that the ancient discipline of rhetoric did not
only include the study of rhetorical figures and tropes such as metaphor, irony, or satire, but also
that of topoi, which were originally viewed as the ‘places’ where certain arguments could be found,
but later came to represent the arguments or intellectual themes themselves. Another feature
shared by most of the articles is the tendency of ‘undeclared thematology’, which not only reflects
the persistence of the charge of positivism, but also shows that most scholars prefer to locate
themselves within more specific, often interdisciplinary fields of literary study. In this sense, this
volume does not only prove the ongoing relevance of traditional fields such as rhetoric and
thematology, but provides contributions to currently flourishing research areas, among them literary
multilingualism, literature and emotions, and ecocriticism.
  princeton university comparative literature: Heterotopic World Fiction Lesley Higgins,
Marie-Christine Leps, 2022-09-06 After more than a century of genocides and in the midst of a
global pandemic, this book focuses on the critique of biopolitics (the government of life through
individuals and the general population) and the counterdevelopment of biopoetics (an aesthetics of
life elaborating a self as a practice of freedom) realized in texts by Virginia Woolf, Michel Foucault,
and Michael Ondaatje. Their world fiction produces transhistorical, transnational experiences
offered to the reader for collective responsibility in these critical times. Their books function as
heterotopias: spaces and processes that recall and confront regimes of recognized truths to
dismantle fixed identities and actualize possibilities for becoming other. Higgins and Leps define and
explore a slant, biopoetic perspective that is feminist, materialist, anti-racist, and anti-war.
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