
prince in korean language

prince in korean language is a term that carries cultural, historical, and linguistic significance in
Korea. Understanding how to say "prince" in Korean involves exploring the language's structure,
royal titles, and variations depending on context and period. This article provides a comprehensive
overview of the Korean word for prince, its pronunciation, and related terms used during different
dynasties in Korean history. Additionally, it covers the linguistic nuances and the role of princes in
Korean culture and literature. Whether you are learning Korean for travel, study, or interest in
Korean history, this guide will deepen your understanding of the concept and expression of "prince"
in the Korean language.

Meaning and Pronunciation of Prince in Korean
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Meaning and Pronunciation of Prince in Korean
The word for "prince" in Korean primarily translates to 왕자 (wangja). This term combines two
syllables: 왕 meaning "king" and 자 meaning "child" or "son," thus directly referring to the "son of a
king." The pronunciation is [wang-ja], with a clear emphasis on the first syllable. This word is
commonly used in both historical and contemporary contexts when referring to a prince, especially
in formal or literary Korean.

Pronunciation Breakdown
The pronunciation of 왕자 consists of two syllables. The first syllable 왕 is pronounced like "wang,"
rhyming with "song" but starting with a "w" sound. The second syllable 자 sounds like "ja," similar to
the “ja” in "jar." Together, they form a smooth compound word that is easy for Korean speakers to
recognize as meaning "prince."

Literal Meaning and Components
Breaking down 왕자 into its components gives insight into the Korean language's way of forming royal
titles. 왕 means king, a fundamental royal term, while 자 is a common suffix meaning "child" or
"offspring." This morphological structure is typical in Korean for describing familial relationships
and titles, reflecting Confucian influences that emphasize lineage and hierarchy.



Historical Royal Titles Related to Prince
In Korean history, especially during the Joseon and Goryeo dynasties, there were several specific
titles for princes and royal family members. These titles often denoted rank, birth order, and duties
within the royal court. Understanding these historical terms offers a richer perspective on the term
"prince" in Korean language and culture.

세자 (Seja) – Crown Prince
The term 세자 (seja) refers to the crown prince, the designated heir apparent to the throne. This title
was reserved for the eldest son of the reigning king, indicating his status as the next in line to
become king. The crown prince held a special position and was subject to rigorous education and
training to prepare for kingship.

왕자 (Wangja) – General Prince
While 왕자 broadly refers to a prince, it typically denotes any son of the king who is not the crown
prince. These princes had various roles and responsibilities depending on their birth order and the
king's favor. Their titles and privileges varied, but 왕자 remained the standard term for a royal prince.

군 (Gun) – Royal Prince Title
The title 군 (gun) was often appended to a prince's name to signify his royal status formally. It is
somewhat equivalent to "lord" or "duke" in Western nobility and was used for princes who were
granted specific territorial or governmental authority.

Different Terms for Prince in Korean Culture
Beyond the direct translations and historical titles, Korean language and culture employ various
terms and honorifics related to princes. These reflect the complexity of the royal hierarchy and the
cultural importance of filial and royal respect.

황자 (Hwangja) – Imperial Prince
황자 (hwangja) literally means "imperial son" and is used to denote a prince of an emperor,
particularly relevant in contexts involving Korean emperors or in stories and literature referencing
imperial families. This term elevates the prince's status beyond the kingdom to an empire.

왕손 (Wangson) – Royal Descendant
The term 왕손 (wangson) means "royal descendant" or "king's grandchild." While it does not
specifically mean "prince," it is related to the royal family and often appears in discussions of lineage
and royal family members beyond the immediate sons of a king.



세손 (Seson) – Heir’s Heir
세손 (seson) refers to the grandson of the king, particularly the son of the crown prince. This term
indicates the next generation in the line of succession and is important in understanding royal family
structure.

Use of the Word Prince in Modern Korean
In contemporary Korean, the word 왕자 is still widely used but often in literary, historical, or cultural
contexts rather than daily conversation. The concept of royalty is less prevalent in modern South
Korea, a democratic republic, but the term remains important in media, historical dramas, literature,
and education.

Prince in Popular Culture
The term 왕자 frequently appears in Korean dramas, movies, and literature, often depicting historical
figures or fictional royal characters. Korean pop culture uses this word to evoke themes of romance,
nobility, and tradition. Additionally, the idea of a prince can symbolize idealized qualities such as
bravery and kindness.

Prince in Korean Language Learning
For learners of Korean, 왕자 is a fundamental vocabulary word when studying Korean history, culture,
or formal language. Understanding this term and its related titles enhances comprehension of
Korean royal narratives and historical texts.

Learning Tips for Korean Royal Vocabulary
Mastering royal vocabulary, including terms for prince, requires attention to pronunciation, context,
and historical background. Here are some practical tips to effectively learn and use these terms:

Memorize Core Terms: Focus on basic royal titles like 왕자, 세자, and 군.

Study Historical Context: Learn about Korean dynasties to understand the usage of different
royal terms.

Practice Pronunciation: Use audio resources to perfect the pronunciation of royal
vocabulary.

Read Korean Literature: Explore historical novels and dramas that feature princes and royal
families.

Use Flashcards: Create flashcards with Korean terms and their English meanings for regular
review.



Frequently Asked Questions

How do you say 'prince' in Korean?
The word for 'prince' in Korean is '왕자' (wangja).

What is the difference between '왕자' and '왕세자' in Korean?
'왕자' (wangja) means 'prince,' while '왕세자' (wangseja) specifically means 'crown prince,' the heir
apparent to the throne.

How is 'prince' written in Korean Hangul and Hanja?
'Prince' is written in Hangul as '왕자' and in Hanja as '王子'.

Is there a formal or honorific way to address a prince in
Korean?
Yes, princes in historical contexts were often addressed with honorifics such as '전하' (jeonha),
meaning 'Your Highness.'

How do you say 'prince charming' in Korean?
'Prince charming' can be translated as '매력적인 왕자' (maeryeokjeogin wangja), meaning 'charming
prince.'

Are there any famous Korean dramas featuring a prince
character?
Yes, many Korean dramas feature princes, such as 'Moon Embracing the Sun' (해를 품은 달) and 'Scarlet
Heart Ryeo' (달의 연인 - 보보경심 려).

What is the Korean term for a prince in a fairy tale or fantasy
context?
In fairy tales or fantasy, '왕자님' (wangja-nim) is commonly used, with the suffix '-님' adding respect and
formality.

Additional Resources
1. 왕자의 게임 (The Prince's Game)
이 소설은 한 왕자가 권력과 음모가 가득한 궁중에서 자신의 자리를 지키기 위해 고군분투하는 이야기를 담고 있습니다. 치열한 정치 싸움과 배신 속에서 성장하는 주인공의 내면 변
화가 섬세하게 그려져 있습니다. 역사적 배경과 픽션이 어우러져 흥미진진한 전개가 돋보이는 작품입니다.



2. 은빛 왕자 (The Silver Prince)
은빛 머리카락을 가진 신비로운 왕자의 모험을 다룬 판타지 소설입니다. 마법과 전설이 살아 숨 쉬는 세계에서 왕자는 자신의 정체성과 운명을 찾아 나섭니다. 아름다운 묘사와 감동
적인 스토리가 독자들을 사로잡습니다.

3. 어둠의 왕자 (Prince of Darkness)
어둠의 힘을 가진 왕자가 빛과 어둠의 경계에서 벌어지는 갈등을 해결하려 노력하는 이야기를 그린 판타지 소설입니다. 복잡한 인간 관계와 선택의 딜레마가 깊이 있게 표현되어 있습
니다. 긴장감 넘치는 전개와 강렬한 캐릭터가 인상적입니다.

4. 왕자의 서약 (The Prince's Oath)
한 왕자가 나라를 구하기 위해 맹세하는 이야기를 중심으로 한 역사 소설입니다. 충성과 희생, 그리고 사랑의 의미를 탐구하며 인간적인 면모를 부각시킵니다. 진중하고 감동적인 문
체가 돋보이는 작품입니다.

5. 비밀의 왕자 (The Secret Prince)
비밀스러운 과거를 가진 왕자가 자신의 정체를 숨긴 채 살아가다가 진실과 마주하는 이야기를 담고 있습니다. 미스터리와 로맨스가 적절히 조화된 스토리가 매력적입니다. 반전과 긴
장감이 끊이지 않는 전개가 특징입니다.

6. 왕자의 연인 (The Prince's Lover)
왕자와 평민 여성 사이의 금지된 사랑을 그린 로맨스 소설입니다. 신분 차이와 사회적 장벽을 극복하려는 두 사람의 감정을 섬세하게 표현했습니다. 아름다운 문장과 따뜻한 감동이
어우러진 작품입니다.

7. 시간을 달리는 왕자 (The Time-Traveling Prince)
시간 여행을 통해 과거와 미래를 오가는 왕자의 모험담을 다룬 판타지 소설입니다. 역사의 흐름을 바꾸려는 시도와 그로 인한 갈등이 흥미롭게 전개됩니다. 독특한 설정과 탄탄한 스
토리텔링이 돋보입니다.

8. 왕자의 검 (The Prince's Sword)
전설적인 검을 지닌 왕자가 적들과 맞서 싸우는 액션 판타지 소설입니다. 용기와 희생, 그리고 우정의 가치를 중심으로 한 이야기로 독자들에게 강렬한 인상을 남깁니다. 박진감 넘치
는 전투 장면이 인상적입니다.

9. 하늘의 왕자 (Prince of the Sky)
하늘을 나는 능력을 가진 왕자가 자유와 책임 사이에서 고민하는 판타지 소설입니다. 아름다운 자연 묘사와 함께 성장하는 주인공의 내면을 깊이 있게 탐구합니다. 감동과 모험이 어
우러진 이야기로 많은 사랑을 받았습니다.
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  prince in korean language: Unconquered States H. E. Chehabi, David Motadel, 2024-11-25
In the heyday of empire, most of the world was ruled, directly or indirectly, by the European powers.
Unconquered States explores the struggles for sovereignty of the few nominally independent
non-Western states in the imperial age. It examines the ways in which countries such as China,
Ethiopia, Japan, the Ottoman Empire, Persia, and Siam managed to keep European imperialism at
bay, whereas others, such as Hawai'i, Korea, Madagascar, Morocco, and Tonga, long struggled, but
ultimately failed, to maintain their sovereignty. The chapters in this book address four major aspects
of the relations these countries had with the Western imperial powers: armed conflict and military
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reform, unequal treaties and capitulations, diplomatic encounters, and royal diplomacy. Bringing
together scholars from five continents, this book provides the first comprehensive global history of
the engagement of the independent non-European states with the European empires, reshaping our
understanding of sovereignty, territoriality, and hierarchy in the modern world order.
  prince in korean language: Colonizing Language Christina Yi, 2018-03-06 With the outbreak
of the Sino-Japanese War in 1894, Japan embarked on a policy of territorial expansion that would
claim Taiwan and Korea, among others. Assimilation policies led to a significant body of literature
written in Japanese by colonial writers by the 1930s. After its unconditional surrender in 1945, Japan
abruptly receded to a nation-state, establishing its present-day borders. Following Korea’s liberation,
Korean was labeled the national language of the Korean people, and Japanese-language texts were
purged from the Korean literary canon. At the same time, these texts were also excluded from the
Japanese literary canon, which was reconfigured along national, rather than imperial, borders. In
Colonizing Language, Christina Yi investigates how linguistic nationalism and national identity
intersect in the formation of modern literary canons through an examination of Japanese-language
cultural production by Korean and Japanese writers from the 1930s through the 1950s, analyzing
how key texts were produced, received, and circulated during the rise and fall of the Japanese
empire. She considers a range of Japanese-language writings by Korean colonial subjects published
in the 1930s and early 1940s and then traces how postwar reconstructions of ethnolinguistic
nationality contributed to the creation of new literary canons in Japan and Korea, with a particular
focus on writers from the Korean diasporic community in Japan. Drawing upon fiction, essays, film,
literary criticism, and more, Yi challenges conventional understandings of national literature by
showing how Japanese language ideology shaped colonial histories and the postcolonial present in
East Asia. A Center for Korean Research Book
  prince in korean language: Transmigrate to be Queen Lao YaoJing, 2020-06-29 Fortunately,
he managed to escape the elites and became a small palace maid. He would be able to release her
when he reached the age of 25, and with his fingers pinching. he thought that there was still a very
long time left. Although the palace was very dangerous, as long as he was careful, he should be able
to get out alive.
  prince in korean language: Focus On: 100 Most Popular Knights of the Garter Wikipedia
contributors,
  prince in korean language: The Oxford Handbook of Language Prosody Carlos
Gussenhoven, Aoju Chen, 2021-01-07 This handbook presents detailed accounts of current research
in all aspects of language prosody, written by leading experts from different disciplines. The
volume's comprehensive coverage and multidisciplinary approach will make it an invaluable
resource for all researchers, students, and practitioners interested in prosody.
  prince in korean language: The Emperors of Modern Japan Ben-Ami Shillony, 2008 The
book offers a fascinating picture of the four emperors of modern Japan, their institution, their
personalities and their impact on the history of their country. Leading scholars from Japan and other
countries have contributed essays which treat this subject from various angles.
  prince in korean language: Routledge Handbook of Contemporary South Korea Sojin
Lim, Niki J.P. Alsford, 2021-08-31 The Routledge Handbook of Contemporary South Korea offers a
ground-breaking study of the socio-political development of the Korean peninsula in the
contemporary period. Written by an international team of scholars and experts, contributions to this
book address key intellectual questions in the development of Korean studies, projecting new ways
of thinking about how international systems can be organised and how local societies adapt to global
challenges. Academically rigorous, each chapter defines current research and lends the reader
greater understanding of the social, cultural, economic, and political developments of South Korea,
ranging from chapters on the Korean Wave to relations with North Korea and the Korean language
overseas. The volume is divided into eight sections, each representing a focused area of inquiry:
socio-political history contemporary politics political economy and development society culture
international relations security and diplomacy South Korea in international education This handbook



provides an interdisciplinary and comprehensive account of contemporary South Korea. It will be of
great interest to students and scholars of Korean history, politics and international relations, culture
and society, and will also appeal to policy makers interested in the Indo-Asia Pacific region.
  prince in korean language: Syllable Weight Matthew Gordon, 2007-05-07 The book is the
first systematic exploration of a series of phonological phenomena previously thought to be unified
under the rubric of syllable weight. Drawing on a typological survey of 400 languages, it is shown
that the traditional conception that languages are internally consistent in their weight criteria across
weight-based processes is not corroborated by the cross-linguistic survey. Rather than being
consistent across phenomena within individual languages, weight turns out to be sensitive to the
particular processes involved such that different phenomena display different distributions in weight
criteria. The book goes on to explore the motivations behind the process-specific nature of weight,
showing that phonetic factors explain much of the variation in weight criteria between phenomena
and also the variation in criteria between languages for a single process. The book is unlike other
studies in combining an extensive typological survey with detailed phonetic analysis of many
languages. The finding that the widely studied phenomenon of syllable weight is not a unified
phenomenon, contrary to the established view, is a significant result for the field of theoretical
phonology. The book is also an important contribution to the field of phonetically-driven phonology,
since it establishes a close link between the phonology of weight and various quantitative phonetic
parameters.
  prince in korean language: Admiral Togo Jonathan Clements, 2010-08-24 Togo Heihachiro
(1848-1934) was born into a feudal society that had lived in seclusion for 250 years. As a teenage
samurai, he witnessed the destruction wrought upon his native land by British warships. As the
legendary Silent Admiral, he was at the forefront of innovations in warfare, pioneering the Japanese
use of modern gunnery and wireless communication. He is best known as the Nelson of the East for
his resounding victory over the Tsar's navy in the Russo-Japanese War, but he also lived a
remarkable life: studying at a British maritime college, witnessing the Sino-French War, the
Hawaiian Revolution, and the Boxer Uprising. After his retirement, he was appointed to oversee the
education of the Emperor, Hirohito. This new biography spans Japan's sudden, violent leap out of its
self-imposed isolation and into the 20th century. Delving beyond Togo's finest hour at the Battle of
Tsushima, it portrays the life of a diffident Japanese sailor in Victorian Britain, his reluctant celebrity
in America (where he was laid low by Boston cooking and welcomed by his biggest fan, Theodore
Roosevelt), forgotten wars over the short-lived Republics of Ezo and Formosa, and the accumulation
of peacetime experience that forged a wartime hero.
  prince in korean language: Almanac of American Demographics Colin Nagengast, 2009-06
Almanac of American Demographics contains a wealth of information and highlights the
demographic makeup of the United States. Did you know.... * Hildale, Utah has an average
household size of more than eight persons * 95% of adults over age 25 in Stanford, California are
college graduates * 72% of residents in Hialeah, Florida were born in a foreign country * Residents
of Tatums, Oklahoma spend an average of 109 minutes driving to work * The median household
income in McNary, Arizona is under $5,000 * 78% of residents in Pittsburgh were born in
Pennsylvania, while only 20% of residents in Las Vegas were born in Nevada Those facts and many,
many more can be found in the more than 500 pages of demographic rankings of American cities
and towns; in fact, more than 13,000 American cities and towns are listed within this book. The
demographic topics and data come from the United States' Census Bureau and include age, race,
income, employment, education, language, ancestry, population growth, marital status, place of
birth, home values and many others. The sections of the book include rankings of the fifty states,
rankings of cities and towns nationally and rankings of places for each individual state.
  prince in korean language: Loan Phonology Andrea Calabrese, Leo Wetzels, 2009 For many
different reasons, speakers borrow words from other languages to fill gaps in their own lexical
inventory. The past ten years have been characterized by a great interest among phonologists in the
issue of how the nativization of loanwords occurs. The general feeling is that loanword nativization



provides a direct window for observing how acoustic cues are categorized in terms of the distinctive
features relevant to the L1 phonological system as well as for studying L1 phonological processes in
action and thus to the true synchronic phonology of L1. The collection of essays presented in this
volume provides an overview of the complex issues phonologists face when investigating this
phenomenon and, more generally, the ways in which unfamiliar sounds and sound sequences are
adapted to converge with the native language s sound pattern. This book is of interest to theoretical
phonologists as well as to linguists interested in language contact phenomena.
  prince in korean language: Turning toward Edification Adam Bohnet, 2020-09-30 Turning
toward Edification discusses foreigners in Korea from before the founding of Chosŏn in 1392 until
the mid-nineteenth century. Although it has been common to describe Chosŏn Korea as a
monocultural and homogeneous state, Adam Bohnet reveals the considerable presence of foreigners
and people of foreign ancestry in Chosŏn Korea as well as the importance to the Chosŏn monarchy of
engagement with the outside world. These foreigners included Jurchens and Japanese from border
polities that formed diplomatic relations with Chosŏn prior to 1592, Ming Chinese and Japanese
deserters who settled in Chosŏn during the Japanese invasion between 1592 and 1598, Chinese and
Jurchen refugees who escaped the Manchu state that formed north of Korea during the early
seventeenth century, and even Dutch castaways who arrived in Chosŏn during the mid-1700s.
Foreigners were administered by the Chosŏn monarchy through the tax category of
“submitting-foreigner” (hyanghwain). This term marked such foreigners as uncivilized outsiders
coming to Chosŏn to receive moral edification and they were granted Korean spouses, Korean
surnames, land, agricultural tools, fishing boats, and protection from personal taxes. Originally the
status was granted for a limited time, however, by the seventeenth century it had become
hereditary. Beginning in the 1750s foreign descendants of Chinese origin were singled out and
reclassified as imperial subjects (hwangjoin), giving them the right to participate in the
palace-sponsored Ming Loyalist rituals. Bohnet argues that the evolution of their status cannot be
explained by a Confucian or Sinocentric enthusiasm for China. The position of foreigners—Chinese
or otherwise—in Chosŏn society must be understood in terms of their location within Chosŏn social
hierarchies. During the early Chosŏn, all foreigners were clearly located below the sajok aristocracy.
This did not change even during the eighteenth century, when the increasingly bureaucratic state
recategorized Ming migrants to better accord with the Chosŏn state’s official Ming Loyalism. These
changes may be understood in relation to the development of bureaucratized identities in the Qing
Empire and elsewhere in the world during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, and as part of
the vernacularization of elite ideologies that has been noted elsewhere in Eurasia.
  prince in korean language: Phonology Charles W. Kreidler, 2001 Phonology: Critical
Concepts, the first such anthology to appear in thirty years and the largest ever published, brings
together over a hundred previously published book chapters and articles from professional journals.
These have been chosen for their importance in the exploration of theoretical questions, with some
preference for essays that are not easily accessible.Divided into sections, each part is preceded by a
brief introduction which aims to point out the problems addressed by the various articles and show
their relations to one another.-
  prince in korean language: Primitive Selves Everett Taylor Atkins, 2010 A gem to be
consulted by all students of anthropology, history, ethnomusicology, and colonial studies. Hyung Il
Pal, author of Constructing Korean Origins: A Critical Review of Archaeology, Historiography, and
Racial Myth in Korean State Formation Theories --
  prince in korean language: An Ecology of World Literature Alexander Beecroft, 2015-03-03
What constitutes a nation’s literature? How do literatures of different countries interact with one
another? In this groundbreaking study, Alexander Beecroft develops a new way of thinking about
world literature. Drawing on a series of examples and case studies, the book ranges from ancient
epic to the contemporary fiction of Roberto Bolaño and Amitav Ghosh. Moving across literary
ecologies of varying sizes, from small societies to the planet as a whole, the environments in which
literary texts are produced and circulated, An Ecology of World Literature places in dialogue



scholarly perspectives on ancient and modern, western and non-western texts, navigating literary
study into new and uncharted territory.
  prince in korean language: Epistolary Korea JaHyun Kim Haboush, 2009-04-14 By
expanding the definition of epistle to include any writing that addresses the intended receiver
directly, JaHyun Kim Haboush introduces readers to the rich epistolary practice of Chos?n Korea.
The Chos?n dynasty (1392-1910) produced an abundance of epistles, writings that mirror the genres
of neighboring countries (especially China) while retaining their own specific historical trajectory.
Written in both literary Chinese and vernacular Korean, the writings collected here range from royal
public edicts to private letters, a fascinating array that blurs the line between classical and everyday
language and the divisions between men and women. Haboush's selections also recast the
relationship between epistolography and the concept of public and private space. Haboush groups
her epistles according to where they were written and read: public letters, letters to colleagues and
friends, social letters, and family letters. Then she arranges them according to occasion: letters on
leaving home, deathbed letters, letters of fiction, and letters to the dead. She examines the
mechanics of epistles, their communicative space, and their cultural and political meaning. With its
wholly unique collection of materials, Epistolary Korea produces more than a vivid chronicle of pre-
and early modern Korean life. It breaks new ground in establishing the terms of a distinct,
non-European form of epistolography.
  prince in korean language: Kojiki , 2012-06-19 Written by imperial command in the eighth
century, The Kojiki: Records of Ancient Matters is Japan's classic of classics, the oldest connected
literary work and the fundamental scripture of Shinto. A more factual history called the Nihongi or
Nihon Shoki (Chronicles of Japan) was completed in A.D. 720, but The Kojiki remains the better
known, perhaps because of its special concern with the legends of the gods, with the divine descent
of the imperial family, and with native Shinto. Both works have immense value as records of the
development of Japan into a unified state with a well-defined character. Indeed, even the
mythological aspects were accepted as fact throughout most of subsequent Japanese history—until
the defeat and disillusionment of the nation in 1945. This classic text is a key to the historical roots
of the Japanese people—their early life and the development of their character and institutions—as
well as a lively mixture of legend and history, genealogy, and poetry. It stands as one of the greatest
monuments of Japanese literature because it preserves more faithfully than any other book the
mythology, manners, language and traditions of Japan. It provides, furthermore, a vivid account of a
nation in the making. The work opens when chaos had begun to condense, but force and form were
not yet manifest, and there was nought named, nought done &ellipse; It recounts the mythological
creation of Japan by the divine brother and sister Izanami and Izanagi; tales of the Sun Goddess and
other deities; the divine origin of Jimmu the first emperor; and the histories of subsequent reigns.
Epic material is complemented by a fresh bucolic vein expressed in songs and poetry. This famous
translation by the British scholar Basil Hall Chamberlain is enhanced by notes on the text and an
extensive introduction discussing early Japanese society, as well as The Kojiki and its background.
Important for its wealth of information, The Kojiki is indispensable to anyone interested in things
Japanese.
  prince in korean language: Emperor of Japan Donald Keene, 2005-06-14 The renowned
Japanese scholar “brings us as close to the inner life of the Meiji emperor as we are ever likely to
get” (The New York Times Book Review). When Emperor Meiji began his rule in 1867, Japan was a
splintered empire dominated by the shogun and the daimyos, cut off from the outside world,
staunchly antiforeign, and committed to the traditions of the past. Before long, the shogun
surrendered to the emperor, a new constitution was adopted, and Japan emerged as a modern,
industrialized state. Despite the length of his reign, little has been written about the strangely
obscured figure of Meiji himself, the first emperor ever to meet a European. But now, Donald Keene
sifts the available evidence to present a rich portrait not only of Meiji but also of rapid and
sometimes violent change during this pivotal period in Japan’s history. In this vivid and engrossing
biography, we move with the emperor through his early, traditional education; join in the formal



processions that acquainted the young emperor with his country and its people; observe his behavior
in court, his marriage, and his relationships with various consorts; and follow his maturation into a
“Confucian” sovereign dedicated to simplicity, frugality, and hard work. Later, during Japan’s wars
with China and Russia, we witness Meiji’s struggle to reconcile his personal commitment to peace
and his nation’s increasingly militarized experience of modernization. Emperor of Japan conveys in
sparkling prose the complexity of the man and offers an unrivaled portrait of Japan in a period of
unique interest. “Utterly brilliant . . . the best history in English of the emergence of modern
Japan.”—Los Angeles Times
  prince in korean language: Korea's Syngman Rhee Richard C. Allen, 2016-02-03 This book
of Korean history is an unofficial and exceptionally honest biography of South Korea's deposed chief
executive, Syngman Rhee. Rhee's career spanned the decades between the late-nineteenth-century
period of China's suzerainty in Korea and the revolt of April 1960 and reached a peak of popularity
following his country's liberation at the end of World War II. Yet, twelve years later he was thrown
out of office by revolution. During his lifetime, he has become almost a legend in both East and West
and, in much of the world, is considered the virtual embodiment of the Korean struggle for
independence. The story of South Korea, the author further observes, is indeed the story of its
erstwhile president, even as the fall of his government can be traced directly to the personal
shortcomings of the head of state. A fascinating read for Korean Americans or anyone interested in
Korean history and culture, this work is an excellent addition to any collection of political
biographies.
  prince in korean language: Princeton Alumni Weekly , 1966
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