
primary physical custody and joint legal custody

primary physical custody and joint legal custody are critical concepts in family law that determine how
parents share responsibilities and time with their children after separation or divorce. Understanding these terms
is essential for parents, legal professionals, and anyone involved in custody arrangements. Primary physical
custody refers to the parent with whom the child resides most of the time, while joint legal custody involves
both parents sharing decision-making authority regarding the child's upbringing. This article explores the
definitions, differences, benefits, challenges, and legal considerations surrounding primary physical custody and
joint legal custody. It also provides guidance on how courts typically approach these custody arrangements
and the factors influencing custody decisions. The following sections will provide a comprehensive overview to
aid in grasping these important legal concepts.
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Understanding Primary Physical Custody

Primary physical custody refers to the arrangement where one parent is granted the majority of the time with
the child, meaning the child primarily lives with that parent. This type of custody determines the child's main
residence and daily living environment. The parent awarded primary physical custody is responsible for the day-
to-day care and supervision of the child, including providing shelter, meals, and attending to the child's routine
needs.

Definition and Scope

In legal terms, primary physical custody means the child spends more time physically with one parent than the
other. This parent is often called the custodial parent, while the other parent may have visitation rights or
parenting time schedules. The custodial parent typically manages the child's daily activities and is the primary
caregiver.

Common Custody Schedules

Primary physical custody arrangements can vary based on the child’s needs and the parents’ circumstances.
Common schedules include:

Majority time with one parent and visitation with the other on weekends or holidays

Week-on/week-off schedules where the child alternates weeks between parents

Split custody, where siblings may live with different parents



The specific schedule depends on what is in the best interest of the child, as determined by the court or agreed
upon by the parents.

Exploring Joint Legal Custody

Joint legal custody is an arrangement in which both parents share the right and responsibility to make major
decisions about their child’s welfare. These decisions typically involve education, healthcare, religious
upbringing, and other significant aspects of the child's life. Unlike physical custody, joint legal custody does
not necessarily mean the child spends equal time with both parents.

Definition and Responsibilities

Joint legal custody means both parents retain equal rights to participate in key decisions affecting the child. It
requires cooperation and communication between parents to ensure the child's best interests are met. This form
of custody emphasizes shared parental involvement in critical areas beyond everyday caregiving.

Impact on Decision-Making

With joint legal custody, parents must collaborate on major decisions, which can lead to more balanced and
comprehensive choices benefiting the child. However, disagreements may require mediation or court intervention
to resolve disputes related to the child's upbringing.

Differences Between Primary Physical Custody and Joint Legal
Custody

While primary physical custody and joint legal custody both involve parental rights and responsibilities, they
refer to distinct aspects of custody arrangements. Understanding these differences is crucial for clarifying
parental roles and expectations.

Physical Residence vs. Decision-Making Authority

Primary physical custody focuses on where the child lives and who provides daily care. Joint legal custody
concerns the authority to make important decisions affecting the child’s life. It is possible for one parent to
have primary physical custody while both parents share joint legal custody.

Custody Terminology Clarification

Parents may have different combinations of custody types:

Primary physical custody with sole legal custody: One parent has both the child’s residence and
decision-making authority.

Primary physical custody with joint legal custody: One parent has the child living primarily with them,
but both parents share decision-making.

Joint physical custody with joint legal custody: The child splits time evenly or substantially between
parents, and both share decision-making.



Benefits and Challenges of Each Custody Type

Both primary physical custody and joint legal custody arrangements have advantages and potential
difficulties, depending on the family dynamics and communication between parents.

Benefits of Primary Physical Custody

Provides the child with a stable home environment

Clear primary caregiver responsibilities

Reduces logistical complexity for daily routines

Challenges of Primary Physical Custody

Non-custodial parent may have limited physical access

Potential for feelings of exclusion from the child’s daily life

Possible imbalance in parental involvement

Benefits of Joint Legal Custody

Encourages cooperative parenting and shared responsibility

Ensures both parents contribute to major decisions

Supports the child’s relationship with both parents

Challenges of Joint Legal Custody

Requires effective communication and conflict resolution skills

Disagreements may lead to legal disputes

Potential delays in decision-making if consensus is difficult

Legal Considerations and Court Decisions

Family courts prioritize the best interests of the child when determining custody arrangements. Courts assess
various factors to decide whether to award primary physical custody, joint legal custody, or other
combinations based on the child’s welfare and parental capabilities.



Court’s Role in Custody Determination

Judges evaluate evidence, parental fitness, and the child’s needs when issuing custody orders. They may favor
arrangements that promote stability, continuity, and healthy parental relationships. Joint legal custody is
often encouraged to maintain both parents' involvement unless circumstances warrant otherwise.

Modifications and Enforcement

Custody orders can be modified if there is a significant change in circumstances. Courts also enforce custody
and visitation rights to protect the child’s interests. Legal counsel and mediation services are commonly used
to resolve custody disputes amicably.

Factors Influencing Custody Arrangements

Several key factors influence whether a court awards primary physical custody, joint legal custody, or
another arrangement. These considerations help ensure the child’s safety, stability, and overall well-being.

Child’s Best Interests

The primary standard in custody decisions is the child’s best interests, which include emotional, physical, and
developmental needs. Courts consider the child’s relationship with each parent, the child’s preferences (depending
on age), and any history of abuse or neglect.

Parental Responsibilities and Capabilities

Parents’ ability to provide a stable home, meet the child’s needs, and cooperate in co-parenting arrangements
affects custody outcomes. Employment schedules, mental and physical health, and willingness to support the
child’s relationship with the other parent are also relevant.

Geographical Proximity and Logistics

The distance between parental residences and logistical feasibility of custody arrangements impact decisions.
Judges consider how travel and scheduling affect the child’s schooling, extracurricular activities, and social
life.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the difference between primary physical custody and joint legal
custody?

Primary physical custody refers to the parent with whom the child lives most of the time, while joint legal
custody means both parents share the decision-making responsibilities regarding the child's upbringing, such as
education, healthcare, and religion.

Can one parent have primary physical custody while both parents have joint



legal custody?

Yes, it is common for one parent to have primary physical custody, meaning the child lives primarily with them,
while both parents share joint legal custody, making important decisions together for the child.

How does joint legal custody affect decision-making when one parent has
primary physical custody?

With joint legal custody, both parents must collaborate and agree on major decisions affecting the child's
welfare, even if the child primarily resides with one parent. If disagreements arise, they may need mediation or
court intervention.

Does primary physical custody affect child support payments?

Yes, the parent with primary physical custody usually receives child support from the non-custodial parent
to help cover the child's living expenses, although the exact amount depends on state laws and specific
circumstances.

Can custody arrangements change from primary physical custody to joint
physical custody?

Yes, custody arrangements can be modified if both parents agree or if the court finds that a change is in the
child's best interest, such as transitioning from primary physical custody to joint physical custody where the
child spends substantial time with both parents.

Additional Resources
1. Primary Physical Custody: Navigating the Legal Landscape
This book offers a comprehensive guide to understanding primary physical custody, detailing the factors
courts consider when awarding custody to one parent. It also explores the emotional and practical
implications for families. Readers will find strategies for advocating effectively and maintaining the child’s best
interests in custody disputes.

2. Joint Legal Custody Explained: Rights and Responsibilities
Focusing on joint legal custody, this book breaks down the shared decision-making process between parents. It
highlights communication techniques, conflict resolution, and the legal framework that supports joint
custody arrangements. Ideal for parents seeking to collaborate post-divorce or separation.

3. Balancing Act: Managing Primary Physical Custody and Joint Legal Custody
This title delves into the challenges and benefits of having primary physical custody while sharing joint legal
custody. It provides practical advice on co-parenting, scheduling, and handling disagreements. The book also
addresses how to prioritize the child's well-being during transitions.

4. Custody Battles: Winning Primary Physical Custody and Establishing Joint Legal Rights
Aimed at parents involved in contentious custody disputes, this book offers legal insights and tactical advice
for securing primary physical custody. It also explains how to negotiate and maintain joint legal custody to
ensure ongoing parental involvement. The author combines case studies with expert tips for success.

5. Co-Parenting with Joint Legal Custody: Strategies for Success
This guide focuses on building a cooperative parenting relationship when joint legal custody is in place. It
explores communication, scheduling, and decision-making tools to minimize conflict. Readers will learn how to
create a stable environment for their children despite separated living arrangements.

6. Understanding Custody Laws: Primary Physical vs. Joint Legal Custody
Providing an overview of custody laws, this book compares the rights and limitations of primary physical



custody and joint legal custody. It serves as a resource for parents, lawyers, and social workers to better
understand custody dynamics. The book also discusses recent legal trends and their implications.

7. The Emotional Impact of Custody Arrangements: Primary Physical and Joint Legal Custody
This book explores the psychological effects of different custody arrangements on children and parents. It
emphasizes the importance of joint legal custody in maintaining parental bonds while addressing the realities of
primary physical custody. Therapeutic strategies and case examples are included to support families.

8. Parenting Plans: Crafting Agreements for Primary Physical and Joint Legal Custody
A practical manual for drafting effective parenting plans, this book covers considerations for both primary
physical custody and joint legal custody scenarios. It provides templates, negotiation tips, and legal
checkpoints to ensure clear agreements. The goal is to facilitate smoother co-parenting and reduce future
disputes.

9. Legal Advocacy in Custody Cases: Emphasizing Primary Physical and Joint Legal Custody
Targeted at attorneys and advocates, this book details how to build strong cases focusing on primary
physical custody while promoting joint legal custody arrangements. It includes strategies for presenting
evidence, working with experts, and understanding judicial priorities. The book is a valuable tool for legal
professionals working in family law.
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  primary physical custody and joint legal custody: The Women's Custody Survival Guide
Kristen D. Hofheimer, 2009
  primary physical custody and joint legal custody: A Practical Guide to Divorce in Hawaii
Peter J. Herman, 2021-05-25 This new edition of A Practical Guide to Divorce in Hawaii explains in
clear, nonlegal language current Hawaii family law and how it may affect your life. The author, an
experienced divorce lawyer, presents the most recent developments in child support guidelines; laws
affecting property division, military retirement, alimony taxes; and court procedures, including the
requirement of mediation in all cases. Offering dozens of suggestions on how to negotiate a fair
settlement with your spouse, it answers questions about alimony, child custody and support,
property division, and tax and debt responsibilities. An entire chapter is devoted to the special
problems of military personnel. There is even a chapter on pre- and postmarital agreements and
palimony. Not intended as a substitute for an attorney, this book will, however, give you a broad
understanding of the divorce process in Hawaii and the knowledge of how to fully protect your
rights.
  primary physical custody and joint legal custody: Family Law for Paralegals, Fourth Edition
J. Shoshanna Ehrlich, 2007-01-01 Newly revised in its Fourth Edition, the popular text; Family Law
forParalegals offers a complete coverage of the basics of family law,combined with historical context
and insight in topics of current interest.Engaging students with real-life examples and practical
exercises centered onhot issues will induce excitement in the classroom and subsequently evoke
apassionate response to the material covered in lecture.Instructors choose Family Law for
Paralegals because:* this thoughtful and carefully written textbook offers paralegalstudents the
nuts-and-bolts of the law, while also providing a relevanthistorical framework and exposure to some
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of the most dynamic issues in familylaw today* short historical overviews in each chapter give
students ameaningful understanding of family law* comprehensive in coverage, the book covers
basic coverage ofthe issues of marriage and divorce, as well as cutting-edge issues suchas
non-marital families, child abuse and neglect, and same-sex marriage* helpful real-life examples
enhance the textual discussionswhile sample forms show students what they will encounter in
practice* clear pedagogy--including summaries, key terms, and review anddiscussion
questions--helps students better understand the material and developtheir critical thinking and
writing skills* a range of assignments in each chapter provides students withthe opportunity to
practice different skills including research, analysis,memo writing, and argumentation* the
Instructor's Manual includes teaching tips and a TestBankExciting changes to this Fourth Edition
include:* new cases that keep the book fresh in its Fourth Edition* Internet references in each
chapter* updated topical coverage, with important new developments,particularly in the areas of
gay/lesbian rights and nontraditional familiesFamily Law for Paralegals, Fourth Edition uses
clearly-written text andwell-crafted pedagogy to make the material easily accessible to
students,while a comprehensive educational package supports the instructor's effortsgive their
students a thorough understanding of family law as it applies today.An author website to support
classroom instruction using this title isavailable
athttp://www.aspenlawschool.com/ehrlich_familylaw4
  primary physical custody and joint legal custody: Conceptualizing and Measuring Father
Involvement Randal D. Day, Michael E. Lamb, 2003-10-03 After decades of focusing on the mother's
role in parenting, family studies researchers have turned their attention to the role of the father in
parenting and family development. The results shed new light on childhood development and
question conventional wisdom by showing that beyond providing the more traditional economic
support of the family, fathers do indeed matter when it comes to raising a child. Stemming from a
series of workshops and publications sponsored by the Family and Child Well-Being Network, under
the federal fatherhood initiative of the National Institute of Child Health and Development, this
comprehensive volume focuses on ways of measuring the efficacy of father involvement in different
scenarios, using different methods of assessment and different populations. In the process, new
research strategies and new parental paradigms have been formulated to include paternal
involvement. Moreover, this volume contains articles from a variety of influences while addressing
the task of finding the missing pieces of the fatherhood construct that would work for new age, as
well as traditional and minority fathers. The scope of this discussion offers topics of interest to basic
researchers, as well as public policy analysts.
  primary physical custody and joint legal custody: Legislation on Custody Arrangements Don
Salm, 1985
  primary physical custody and joint legal custody: Legal Issues in Child Abuse and
Neglect Practice John E. B. Myers, 1998-07-09 This expanded and updated Second Edition of Legal
Issues in Child Abuse and Neglect Practice offers a state-of-the-art exploration of what role the law
can play in bettering the lives of victimized children. While all who work with abused children share
the same goals, there often exists a gap in communication between legal and helping professionals
that reduces efficacy of cooperative efforts. This new edition continues to provide vital information
to non-lawyers on how the legal system in the United States works in child abuse cases.
  primary physical custody and joint legal custody: Putting Children First JoAnne
Pedro-Carroll, 2010-05-04 An internationally renowned authority on children and divorce reveals the
latest research-based strategies for helping children survive and thrive before, during, and long
after their parents divorce. The breakup of a family can have an enduring impact on children. But as
Dr. JoAnne Pedro-Carroll explains with clarity and compassion in this powerful book, parents can
positively alter the immediate and long-term effects of divorce on their children. The key is proven,
emotionally intelligent parenting strategies that promote children's emotional health, resilience, and
ability to lead satisfying lives. Over the past three decades, Pedro-Carroll has worked with families
in transition, conducted research, and developed and directed award- winning, court-endorsed



programs that have helped thousands of families navigate divorce and its aftermath. Now she shares
practical, research-based advice that helps parents: -gain a deeper understanding of what their
children are experiencing -develop emotionally intelligent parenting strategies with the critical
combination of boundless love and appropriate limits on behavior -reduce conflict with a former
spouse and protect children from conflict's damaging effects -learn what recent brain research
reveals about stress and children's developing capabilities Filled with the voices and drawings of
children and the stories of families, Putting Children First delivers a positive vision for a future of
hope and healing.
  primary physical custody and joint legal custody: Child Custody and Detention
PRASHANT CHANDRA, 2022-04-27 How does the Indian legal system work to serve you – and what
does it ask of you as a citizen? What are the major laws, codes, and procedures you should arm
yourself with to harness the good of the system and fight its ills and travails? Eminent lawyer
Prashant Chandra takes the reader through a riveting, detailed, and comprehensive journey through
some of India’s laws that are of central relevance to daily life. The primary focus of his book is the
importance of liberty. It looks with academic thoroughness on Indian laws relating to liberty.
  primary physical custody and joint legal custody: Methods for Testing and Evaluating
Survey Questionnaires Stanley Presser, Jennifer M. Rothgeb, Mick P. Couper, Judith T. Lessler,
Elizabeth Martin, Jean Martin, Eleanor Singer, 2004-08-02 The definitive resource for survey
questionnaire testing and evaluation Over the past two decades, methods for the development,
evaluation, and testing of survey questionnaires have undergone radical change. Research has now
begun to identify the strengths and weaknesses of various testing and evaluation methods, as well as
to estimate the methods’ reliability and validity. Expanding and adding to the research presented at
the International Conference on Questionnaire Development, Evaluation and Testing Methods, this
title presents the most up-to-date knowledge in this burgeoning field. The only book dedicated to the
evaluation and testing of survey questionnaires, this practical reference work brings together the
expertise of over fifty leading, international researchers from a broad range of fields. The volume is
divided into seven sections: Cognitive interviews Mode of administration Supplements to
conventional pretests Special populations Experiments Multi-method applications Statistical
modeling Comprehensive and carefully edited, this groundbreaking text offers researchers a solid
foundation in the latest developments in testing and evaluating survey questionnaires, as well as a
thorough introduction to emerging techniques and technologies.
  primary physical custody and joint legal custody: Divorce Handbook for California James W.
Stewart, 2002 I wrote this to help you survive the dissolution of your marriage without the financial
ruin most people face, said Judge Stewart. His wise guidance shows readers how to: establish
realistic expectations about divorce; find and hire a good attorney; control their attorney's actions
and fees; use mediation and/or arbitration effectively; handle child and spousal support; protect
children during the difficult times.
  primary physical custody and joint legal custody: Fathers' Rights James Gross, 2006-10
Millions of fathers are currently fighting for custody of their children. Many wonder if they will ever
again be an important part of their children's lives. Fathers' Rights covers every aspect of the
custody process, including protecting the parent/child relationship as a break-up occurs,
determining when to settle and when to litigate and explanations concerning the court's
determination of a fair level of child support. This new edition updates the ever-changing laws in this
area and expands into additional topics of importance concerning paternity issues and fathers
serving in the armed forces. Numerous court cases are used as examples to illustrate relevant
situations. An extensive list of resources including agencies, organizations and websites is included
as easy reference for the reader.
  primary physical custody and joint legal custody: The Postdivorce Family Ross A.
Thompson, Paul R. Amato, 1999-03-31 With about one half of all marriages ending in divorce today,
it is safe to say that nearly everyone will be or has been affected by divorce in some way. For many,
it does not mean the end to a family. Focusing on the consequences of divorce for children, The



Postdivorce Family examines the stressors that divorce can create; adjustment problems among
children of divorce; the issue of resilience for children; and individual differences in the
psychological adjustment to divorce. The authors also examine the parents′ responsibilities after
divorce, including custody issues, child support orders, and nonresidential parenting. This book
concludes with a section that explores the effects of a high divorce rate in society, including how the
prevalence of divorce has changed the family form and structural factors that have contributed to
various social problems. With this volume, the authors hope to incite analysis and reflection of the
issues surrounding divorce and their implications for public policy. This book integrates the
empirical research and policy perspectives of several scholars in various disciplines including
psychology, sociology, human development, law, and social work.
  primary physical custody and joint legal custody: Forensic Psychology Alan M. Goldstein,
2006-12-20 Forensic Psychology: Emerging Topics and Expanding Roles is designed to present the
current state of the field, in terms of law, ethics, research and practice. Reflecting the efforts of
almost 50 expert contributors, this comprehensive reference provides a basis for conducting forensic
mental health assessments consistent with the state of the field as it currently exists and the
standard of care that is emerging. This must-have resource contains coverage of: Mainstream topics
such as civil commitment, termination of parental rights, and federal sentencing evaluations
Psycho-legal topics such as clergy and teacher sexual abuse, elder abuse, and end of life issues The
appropriate application of instruments frequently used in clinical psychology to address psycho-legal
issues Ideal for forensic mental health professionals, civil and criminal attorneys, and advanced
students, Forensic Psychology: Emerging Topics and Expanding Roles is the definitive
comprehensive reference in the field. Alan Goldstein has his finger on the pulse of forensic
psychology. He and his A-list contributors showcase a striking array of classic conundrums and
budding courtroom controversies. Remarkably, their analysis is as deep as their coverage is broad.
There are two or three works that simply have to be on the shelf of every forensic psychologist. This
book is one of them.
  primary physical custody and joint legal custody: Family Law and the Indissolubility of
Parenthood Patrick Parkinson, 2011-02-21 There are few areas of public policy in the Western world
where there is as much turbulence as in family law. Often the disputes are seen in terms of an
endless war between the genders. Reviewing developments over the last 30 years in North America,
Europe and Australasia, Patrick Parkinson argues that, rather than just being about gender, the
conflicts in family law derive from the breakdown of the model on which divorce reform was
predicated in the late 1960s and early 1970s. Experience has shown that although marriage may be
freely dissoluble, parenthood is not. Dealing with the most difficult issues in family law, this book
charts a path for law reform that recognizes that the family endures despite the separation of
parents, while allowing room for people to make a fresh start and prioritizing the safety of all
concerned when making decisions about parenting after separation.
  primary physical custody and joint legal custody: Law Understood: A Guide to American
Law for the Everyday Citizen Pasquale De Marco, 2025-07-15 In a world where laws and
regulations touch every aspect of our lives, understanding the American legal system is no longer a
luxury but a necessity. This comprehensive guidebook, written in a clear and engaging style, takes
you on a journey through the intricacies of American law, making it accessible to everyone,
regardless of their legal background. Divided into ten chapters, this book covers a wide range of
legal topics relevant to the everyday lives of Americans. From the structure of the legal system and
the key players involved to exploring constitutional rights and navigating the court system, this book
provides a thorough introduction to the American legal landscape. It also delves into specific areas
of law that directly impact individuals and families, such as contracts, torts, property law, family law,
and consumer law. These chapters explain complex legal concepts in a clear and easy-to-understand
manner, using real-life examples and case studies to illustrate key points. Whether you are a student
looking to gain a deeper understanding of American law, a professional seeking to enhance your
legal knowledge, or simply a citizen interested in learning more about your rights and



responsibilities, this book is an invaluable resource. With its comprehensive coverage and engaging
writing style, this book will empower you to navigate the legal system with confidence and make
informed decisions that protect your interests. In addition to providing essential legal information,
this book also aims to foster a greater appreciation for the rule of law and the role it plays in
maintaining a just and equitable society. By understanding the principles and processes that govern
our legal system, we can become more active and engaged citizens, working together to uphold the
values of fairness, justice, and equality for all. This book is your key to unlocking the mysteries of
American law. With its clear explanations, practical examples, and thought-provoking insights, this
book will transform you from a legal novice to a confident navigator of the American legal system. If
you like this book, write a review!
  primary physical custody and joint legal custody: Divorce in New York Michael Stutman,
2013-11-01 Providing accurate and objective information to help make the right decisions during a
divorce in New York, this guide provides answers to 360 queries such as What is the mediation
process in New York and is it required? How quickly can one get a divorce? Who decides who gets
the cars, the pets, and the house? What actions might influence child custody? How are bills divided
and paid during the divorce? How much will a divorce cost? and Will a spouse have to pay some or
all attorney fees? Structured in a question-and-answer format, this divorce handbook provides clear
and concise responses to help build confidence and give the peace of mind needed to meet the
challenges of a divorce proceeding.
  primary physical custody and joint legal custody: Once, Only Once, and in the Right Place
National Research Council, Division of Behavioral and Social Sciences and Education, Committee on
National Statistics, Panel on Residence Rules in the Decennial Census, 2006-12-16 The usefulness of
the U.S. decennial census depends critically on the accuracy with which individual people are
counted in specific housing units, at precise geographic locations. The 2000 and other recent
censuses have relied on a set of residence rules to craft instructions on the census questionnaire in
order to guide respondents to identify their correct usual residence. Determining the proper place to
count such groups as college students, prisoners, and military personnel has always been
complicated and controversial; major societal trends such as placement of children in shared
custody arrangements and the prevalence of snowbird and sunbird populations who regularly move
to favorable climates further make it difficult to specify ties to one household and one place. Once,
Only Once, and in the Right Place reviews the evolution of current residence rules and the way
residence concepts are presented to respondents. It proposes major changes to the basic approach
of collecting residence information and suggests a program of research to improve the 2010 and
future censuses.
  primary physical custody and joint legal custody: We The People's Guide to Divorce Ira
Distenfield, Linda Distenfield, 2005-10-03 WE THE PEOPLE No lawyers. Save money. We The People
is America's largest legal document services company. Dedicated to helping every American avoid
the high cost of legal fees, We The People gives you the information you need to handle your own
legal filings quickly, easily, and cheaply. Hundreds of thousands of Americans have already liberated
themselves from the tyranny of attorneys' fees--and now you can too! If you've already decided not to
take each other to the cleaners, why throw money away on legal fees? We The People's Guide to
Divorce makes filing for divorce as affordable and painless as possible. This practical, nuts-and-bolts
guide covers all the basics and includes extra resources you'll be glad you had--including frequently
asked questions, sample forms, a glossary of legal terms, and handy worksheets. Plus, when you
purchase We The People's Guide to Divorce, you'll be able to download legal forms to complete your
divorce filing. Inside you'll learn all the basics and more: * What are grounds for divorce * How to
handle alimony, child support, and custody * Retirement and healthcare benefits * Where to find the
legal forms you need * How to download legal forms you need * When hiring an attorney is
unavoidable * Differences in state divorce law Getting divorced isn't fun, but you can minimize the
pain and cost when you and your spouse agree to treat each other fairly and leave the lawyers out of
it. Do it right, do it inexpensively, and do it yourself--with We The People's Guide to Divorce.



  primary physical custody and joint legal custody: Child Custody and Visitation Disputes in
Sweden and the United States Diane Pranzo, 2013-04-04 What are the social and cultural features
that have the most impact on the interpretation of the legal standard, “best interest of the child”?
One method for answering this question is through a comparison of two societies, Sweden and the
United States, both of which apply the same legal standard to similar contested custody and
visitation cases. This study views love, law, and knowledge as separate discourses. Love
encompasses the interpretations of the actors whose claims arise from the emotions associated with
care, concern, and relationships, namely parents, the children who are the subject of a case, and
other family members. Justice encompasses the interpretations and claims which are made by
judges, but its discourse includes the legal process and legal policies. Knowledge is encompassed by
the concerns and claims of professionals and/or experts including social science discussions of care,
welfare, and psychology and the interpretations and descriptions given by the professionals and
experts regarding the actors in the cases. This book hypothesizes that a comparison of two societies
that focuses on the interaction between the discourses of love, justice, and knowledge, in the
process of decision-making in best interests of the child disputed custody cases, reveals features of
decision-making that would be unavailable to researchers studying custody disputes in only one
society.
  primary physical custody and joint legal custody: Mom's House, Dad's House Isolina
Ricci, 2013-04-16 Internationally renowned therapist, family expert and mediator Isolina Ricci, Ph.D.
presents this definitive and newly updated guide to divorce and making shared custody work for
parents and children. The ground-breaking classic, Mom’s House, Dad’s House, has become the
standard for two generations of divorcing parents, and includes examples, self-tests, checklists,
tools, and guidelines to help separated moms and dads with the legal, emotional, and financial issues
they will encounter as they work to create happy and stable homes. This comprehensive guide looks
anew at the needs of all family members with creative options and common-sense advice, including:
* The map to a “decent divorce” and two happy homes * Helping children of divorce with
age-specific advice * Negotiating Parental Agreements and custody arrangements * Breaking away
from “negative intimacy” with a difficult ex-husband or ex-wife * Sidestepping destructive myths
about divorce (and marriage) * Handling long-distance parenting and parenting alone With Mom’s
House, Dad’s House, parents will learn how to help their children heal and find a sense of continuity,
security, and stability throughout the divorce process and in any custody situation.
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