
pretty in hawaiian language

pretty in hawaiian language is a phrase that captures the beauty and charm expressed in the native tongue
of Hawaii. Understanding how to say "pretty" in Hawaiian not only enriches one's vocabulary but also
offers insight into the culture and values of the Hawaiian people. The Hawaiian language, known as ʻŌlelo
Hawaiʻi, is rich with words that convey beauty, attractiveness, and admiration in unique and poetic ways.
This article explores the different Hawaiian words and expressions corresponding to "pretty," their
meanings, pronunciation, and cultural significance. Additionally, it delves into the broader context of
beauty in Hawaiian culture and how language intertwines with tradition. Whether learning Hawaiian for
travel, cultural appreciation, or linguistic interest, this comprehensive guide to the concept of "pretty" in
Hawaiian language will provide valuable knowledge and deeper understanding.
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Meaning of Pretty in Hawaiian Language
The concept of "pretty" in Hawaiian language transcends mere physical appearance, encompassing qualities
that are aesthetically pleasing, charming, and delightful. Hawaiian words for "pretty" often reflect natural
beauty, harmony, and a sense of admiration that is deeply tied to the environment and spirituality. Unlike
English, which uses "pretty" as a direct adjective, Hawaiian expressions may vary based on context, gender,
and the type of beauty being described. The Hawaiian language emphasizes the interconnectedness of
beauty with nature, character, and emotional resonance, making the translation of "pretty" more nuanced
and culturally meaningful.

Hawaiian Language Background
ʻŌlelo Hawaiʻi is the traditional language of the Hawaiian Islands, characterized by its limited alphabet of 13



letters and a melodic, vowel-rich sound. The language was once endangered but has been revitalized
through education and cultural initiatives. Words for aesthetic qualities such as "pretty" are integral to daily
communication and artistic expression in Hawaiian, highlighting the importance of language in preserving
cultural identity.

Common Hawaiian Words for Pretty
Several Hawaiian words correspond to the English term "pretty," each with its specific connotations and
contexts. Understanding these words helps to appreciate the linguistic richness and cultural depth of
Hawaiian expressions related to beauty.

Makani
While "makani" primarily means "wind," it is sometimes poetically associated with the gentle and pleasing
qualities in nature, which can indirectly relate to beauty. However, it is not a direct translation for "pretty."

Nani
The most common and direct Hawaiian word for "pretty" or "beautiful" is nani. This word is widely used to
describe physical beauty, scenic landscapes, and artistic creations. It conveys a general sense of attractiveness
and is applicable in many contexts.

ʻOluʻolu
Another related term is ʻoluʻolu, which means "pleasant," "agreeable," or "nice." Although it does not
directly mean "pretty," it is often used to describe something that is pleasing to the senses, including beauty.

Leʻaleʻa
Leʻaleʻa means "joyful" or "pleasant," and in some contexts, it can imply a charming or delightful quality
that overlaps with the concept of being pretty.

Examples List of Hawaiian Words Meaning Pretty

Nani – Pretty, beautiful



ʻOluʻolu – Pleasant, agreeable

Leʻaleʻa – Joyful, pleasant

Hoaka – Shining, radiant (implying beauty)

Pronunciation and Usage of Pretty in Hawaiian
Pronouncing Hawaiian words correctly is essential to respecting the language and effectively
communicating. Hawaiian pronunciation is generally phonetic, with each vowel pronounced distinctly.
The word nani, for example, is pronounced as "nah-nee," with emphasis typically on the first syllable.

Pronunciation Guidelines
Understanding Hawaiian pronunciation includes recognizing the use of the ʻokina (ʻ), a glottal stop that
functions like a brief pause, and the kahakō (macron), which lengthens vowel sounds. While "nani" does
not contain these marks, many Hawaiian words do, affecting their pronunciation and meaning.

Using Pretty in Sentences
In conversation, "pretty" or nani can be applied to people, objects, and places. For example, "He wahine
nani" means "She is a pretty woman," and "Ke kula nani" means "The school is pretty." Context helps
determine the precise nuance of beauty being described.

Cultural Significance of Beauty in Hawaiian Language
Beauty in Hawaiian culture is holistic, encompassing physical appearance, nature, and inner qualities such
as kindness and harmony. Language reflects this broad perspective, with words for "pretty" often carrying
deeper meanings related to respect for nature and community values.

Beauty and Nature
Many Hawaiian concepts of beauty are tied to the natural world, including the ocean, flora, and landscapes.
The word nani might be used to describe a sunset, a flower, or a mountain, indicating the inseparable
connection between beauty and environment in Hawaiian worldview.



Respect and Aloha
The cultural value of aloha, meaning love, compassion, and respect, also influences how beauty is perceived
and expressed. Compliments involving "pretty" often carry an undertone of aloha, expressing genuine
admiration and positive intent.

Examples of Pretty in Hawaiian Phrases and Sentences
Practical knowledge of how to use "pretty" in Hawaiian enhances language learning and cultural
understanding. Below are examples of phrases and sentences using "pretty" in Hawaiian.

Common Phrases

He lei nani kēia. – This is a pretty lei.

Ua nani kou ʻīlio. – Your dog is pretty.

He wahi nani kēia no ka holoholo ʻana. – This is a pretty place to explore.

He wahine nani ʻo ia. – She is a pretty woman.

Contextual Usage
Using "pretty" in Hawaiian appropriately requires attention to context, such as whether the subject is a
person, object, or scene. The word nani is versatile but should be used respectfully, especially when
describing people.

Learning Hawaiian Language: Tips and Resources
For those interested in expanding their knowledge of Hawaiian language, including how to express
concepts like "pretty," various methods and resources can facilitate learning. Understanding pronunciation,
vocabulary, and cultural context is critical.



Tips for Learning Hawaiian

Practice pronunciation focusing on vowels, ʻokina, and kahakō.1.

Use flashcards to memorize common words such as nani, ʻoluʻolu, and others.2.

Engage with native speakers or language communities for conversational practice.3.

Read Hawaiian literature, songs, and poetry to see words used in context.4.

Attend language classes or use online platforms dedicated to ʻŌlelo Hawaiʻi.5.

Importance of Cultural Context
Learning Hawaiian language goes hand-in-hand with understanding Hawaiian culture and values.
Appreciating the cultural significance behind words like "pretty" ensures respectful and meaningful
communication.

Frequently Asked Questions

How do you say 'pretty' in the Hawaiian language?
The word for 'pretty' in Hawaiian is 'nani.'

What is the meaning of 'nani' in Hawaiian?
'Nani' means beautiful, pretty, or attractive in Hawaiian.

Can 'nani' be used to describe both people and objects in Hawaiian?
Yes, 'nani' can be used to describe anything that is beautiful or attractive, including people, places, and
objects.

Are there any other Hawaiian words similar to 'nani' that mean pretty or
beautiful?
Yes, other Hawaiian words related to beauty include 'ānuenue' (rainbow) and 'ʻoluʻolu' (pleasant, agreeable).
However, 'nani' is the most common for pretty.



How is 'nani' pronounced in Hawaiian?
'Nani' is pronounced as 'nah-nee,' with a soft 'n' and emphasis evenly spread over both syllables.

Is 'nani' used in Hawaiian names or phrases?
Yes, 'nani' is often used in Hawaiian names and phrases to convey beauty, such as in the name 'Keanani,'
meaning 'the beautiful one.'

Additional Resources
1. ʻOluʻolu: The Beauty of Hawaiian Grace
This book explores the concept of beauty in Hawaiian culture, focusing on the word "ʻoluʻolu," which
means pleasant or agreeable. Through stories, poems, and traditional chants, readers learn how beauty is
expressed not just in appearance but in kindness and spirit. It offers a rich understanding of Hawaiian
values and aesthetics.

2. Hoʻolauleʻa o ke Aloha: Celebrating Hawaiian Beauty
Celebrating the diverse expressions of beauty in Hawaii, this book highlights the natural landscapes,
traditional attire, and cultural practices that define Hawaiian beauty. It includes vibrant photographs and
narratives that showcase the elegance of Hawaiian people and their connection to the land. A perfect read
for those wanting to appreciate the deeper meaning of beauty in Hawaiian life.

3. Leʻaleʻa i ka Nani: Joy in Hawaiian Beauty
"Leʻaleʻa i ka Nani" translates to "Joy in Beauty," and this book captures the joyful celebration of beauty in
everyday Hawaiian life. It includes folklore, art, and personal stories that illustrate how beauty brings
happiness and harmony to communities. Readers are invited to see beauty through the eyes of Hawaiian
traditions.

4. ʻAlohi ka Makeke: Sparkle of Hawaiian Splendor
This work delves into the vibrant colors, patterns, and designs found in Hawaiian culture, symbolized by
the word "ʻalohi" meaning sparkle or shine. The book highlights traditional textiles, jewelry, and floral
arrangements that embody Hawaiian beauty. It also discusses how these elements are used in ceremonies
and daily life.

5. Ke Nani o ke Kai: The Beauty of the Sea
Focusing on the ocean's beauty, this book connects the Hawaiian word "nani," meaning beautiful or pretty,
to the stunning seascapes of the islands. It shares myths and legends about the sea, along with photography
that captures its ever-changing beauty. Readers gain an appreciation for the ocean’s role in Hawaiian
culture and identity.

6. Hoʻoponopono i ka Nani: Restoring Inner Beauty



This insightful book explores the Hawaiian practice of Hoʻoponopono, a reconciliation and forgiveness ritual,
as a path to inner beauty. It emphasizes that true prettiness comes from harmony within oneself and
relationships. Through practical advice and stories, readers learn how to cultivate inner peace and grace.

7. Hoʻomaikaʻi i ka Nani: Honoring Hawaiian Beauty
"Hoʻomaikaʻi i ka Nani" means honoring beauty, and this book is a tribute to the elders, artisans, and cultural
practitioners who preserve Hawaiian beauty traditions. It features interviews, historical accounts, and
artistic showcases that emphasize respect and gratitude for Hawaiian heritage. An inspiring resource for
those interested in cultural preservation.

8. Mea Nani: Treasures of Hawaiian Beauty
"Mea Nani" translates to "beautiful things," and this book catalogs the treasures of Hawaiian craftsmanship,
from handwoven mats to intricate lei designs. It provides background on the materials, techniques, and
symbolism behind each art form. Readers gain insight into how beauty is created and cherished in
Hawaiian culture.

9. Kaulana Nani: Famous Beauties of Hawaiʻi
This biographical collection highlights notable Hawaiian figures renowned for their beauty, both physical
and of character. It includes queens, artists, and community leaders who embody the spirit of "nani."
Through their stories, readers discover how beauty in Hawaiʻi transcends appearance and encompasses
leadership, kindness, and cultural pride.
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  pretty in hawaiian language: Hawaiian Dictionary Mary Kawena Pukui, Samuel H. Elbert,
1986-03-01 For many years, Hawaiian Dictionary has been the definitive and authoritative work on
the Hawaiian language. Now this indispensable reference volume has been enlarged and completely
revised. More than 3,000 new entries have been added to the Hawaiian-English section, bringing the
total number of entries to almost 30,000 and making it the largest and most complete of any
Polynesian dictionary. Other additions and changes in this section include: a method of showing
stress groups to facilitate pronunciation of Hawaiian words with more than three syllables;
indications of parts of speech; current scientific names of plants; use of metric measurements;
additional reconstructions; classical origins of loan words; and many added cross-references to
enhance understanding of the numerous nuances of Hawaiian words. The English Hawaiian section,
a complement and supplement to the Hawaiian English section, contains more than 12,500 entries
and can serve as an index to hidden riches in the Hawaiian language. This new edition is more than
a dictionary. Containing folklore, poetry, and ethnology, it will benefit Hawaiian studies for years to
come.
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  pretty in hawaiian language: Hawaii For Dummies Cheryl Farr Leas, 2005-01-21 From Oahu
and the Big Island to Maui and Kauai Hawaii is the place to go for sun, surf, and relaxation. For
outdoor excitement and nightlife galore, this friendly guide will help you say “aloha” to fun with: Full
coverage of all the action on all the islands The best luxury resorts and the best bargain hotels
Complete rundown of each island’s best beaches The best luaus, outdoor adventures, and
mouth-watering dining Like every For Dummies travel guide, Hawaii For Dummies, Third Edition
includes: Down-to-earth trip-planning advice What you shouldn’t miss—and what you can skip The
best hotels and restaurants for every budget Handy Post-it Flags to mark your favorite pages
  pretty in hawaiian language: From Hawaii to Forever Julie Danvers, 2020-06-01 Two things
she never meant to fall for: Hawaii…and him! When her perfect life implodes, high-flying city doctor
Kat Murphy plans the ultimate escape. In Hawaii, she finds sun, sea and sand on her doorstep—and
delicious paramedic Jack Harper to rescue her from drowning! Her fascinatingly carefree new
colleague is temptation personified… And when Kat can no longer resist, she has an enticing offer
for the island’s most eligible bachelor: a fling without forever…
  pretty in hawaiian language: Scenes in Hawaii , 1888
  pretty in hawaiian language: Hawaii Public Interest Protection Act of 1971 United
States. Congress. Senate. Committee on Commerce. Merchant Marine Subcommittee, 1972
  pretty in hawaiian language: Hawaii's Story by Hawaii's Queen, Liliuokalani Liliuokalani
(Queen of Hawaii), 1898
  pretty in hawaiian language: Hawaii Chronicles III Robert P. Dye, 2000-08-01 Pearl Harbor.
December 7, 1941--in the words of President Franklin Roosevelt, a date which will live in infamy.
More than 350 Japanese bombers, fighters, and torpedo planes struck Hawai'i in two waves, sinking
or disabling eighteen ships and destroying more than two hundred aircraft. Close to 2,500 American
military and civilians died that morning, another 1,178 were wounded. The Hawaiian Islands had
been pulled into the Pacific War and the lives of its citizens were irrevocably changed. Hawai'i
Chronicles III: World War Two in Hawai'i looks at the human and social impact of the war on the
people of Hawai'i from 1938, when speculation of a Pacific War first surfaced, to the era of postwar
prosperity that followed. Editor Bob Dye has selected articles that originally appeared in the popular
monthly magazine Paradise of the Pacific (now known as Honolulu magazine). An introduction
describes the history of the magazine and the colorful characters who published and edited it. Dye
then poses the question: How did Hawai'i's citizenry cope with the war? Blackouts, media
censorship, gas and food rationing were imposed. Schools were commandeered, jobs were changed
or modified to support the war effort (lei makers were set to making camouflage netting). And
soldiers were everywhere: stringing barbed wire (along Waikiki Beach!), guarding public buildings
and searching anyone who entered, worrying parents when they dated their daughters. Paradise of
the Pacific provided its readers with an informative, perceptive, and often entertaining look at these
and other everyday experiences of life in wartime Hawai'i.
  pretty in hawaiian language: Hawaii 2006 Fodor's, 2005-08-30 Aloha! Welcome to Fodor's
Hawaii 2006. Without doubt, one of the most exotic destinations in the world, Hawaii offers
spectacular volcanic landscapes and breathtaking waterfalls, beautiful beaches, relaxing spas, water
sports, golf, hiking and much more.Whether you want to stay in a luxurious resort, a beachside
cottage or a rustic mountain lodge, Fodor's Hawaii 2006 can recommend the place for you. Fodor's
reviews restaurants for all tastes and budgets, from lively lu'au and seafood grills to secluded
restaurants steeped in romance. However you want to spend your precious holiday time, we offer a
great mix of cultural and practical information, itineraries and maps, thoroughly researched by our
dedicated writers, who all live locally.
  pretty in hawaiian language: Driving and Discovering Hawaii, Maui, and Molokai Richard
Sullivan, 2007-11 Travel guide, in photographs, of Maui and Molokai. Includes descriptions of
various sites, travel routes, and maps.
  pretty in hawaiian language: Statehood for Hawaii United States. Congress. Senate.
Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 1957



  pretty in hawaiian language: Statehood for Hawaii United States. Congress. Senate.
Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs. Subcommittee on Territories and Insular Affairs, 1957
Considers (85) S. 50, (85) S. 36.
  pretty in hawaiian language: The Insider's Guide to the Colleges, 2010 The Staff of the
Yale Daily News, 2025-09-23 The Straight-Talking Student's Guide to the Best Colleges For more
than thirty-five years, The Insider's Guide to the Colleges has been the favorite resource of high
school students across the country because it is the only comprehensive college reference written
and researched by students for students. In interviews with hundreds of peers on campuses from
New York to Hawaii and Florida to Alaska, our writers have gotten the inside scoop on every school
on topics ranging from professors and campus life to dorms and student activities. This thirty-sixth
edition has been completely revised and updated to stay on top of campus trends and attitudes. Each
school profile in The Insider's Guide cuts through the veneer of brochures and common stereotypes
to reveal colleges as they're seen through the eyes of their students. This comprehensive guide
includes: - Revealing profiles of more than 330 top schools in the United States and Canada -
Essential statistics for every school, from acceptance rates to the most popular majors - An insider's
packing list detailing what every college student really needs to bring - A college quiz that helps
students find the type of school that is right for them - FYI sections with candid student opinions and
outrageous advice
  pretty in hawaiian language: Hawaii and Its People Alexander Stevenson Twombly, 1899
  pretty in hawaiian language: A Pocket Guide to Hawaii United States. Army Service Forces.
Information and Education Division, 1944
  pretty in hawaiian language: Beautiful Hawaii Joseph Walker McSpadden, 1939
  pretty in hawaiian language: Three Old Maids in Hawaii Ellen Blackmar Maxwell, 1896
  pretty in hawaiian language: Hawaii's Story by Hawaii's Queen Lili‘uokalani, 2021-03-24
Hawaii's Story by Hawaii's Queen is a moving personal portrait of a girl who grew up to become
Hawaii’s first and only queen, a beloved monarch who fought for the rights of her people. Hawaii's
Story by Hawaii's Queen is an autobiography by Queen Lili‘uokalani. Published in 1898, the book
was written in the aftermath of Lili‘uokalani’s attempt to appeal on behalf of her people to President
Grover Cleveland, a personal friend. Although it inspired Cleveland to demand her reinstatement,
the United States Congress published the Morgan Report in 1894, which denied U.S. involvement in
the overthrow of the Kingdom of Hawaii. Hawaii's Story by Hawaii's Queen appeared four years later
as a final effort by Lili‘uokalani to advocate on behalf of Hawaiian sovereignty, but it unfortunately
came too late. That same year, President McKinley and the United States Congress approved the
annexation of Hawaii. In Hawaii's Story by Hawaii's Queen, Lili‘uokalani reflects on her experiences
as a young girl growing up on Oahu, where she was raised as a member of the extended royal family
of King Kamehameha III. Born in Honolulu, she was educated among her fellow royals from a young
age. In addition to her studies, Lili‘uokalani developed an artistic sensibility early on, and was fond
of both writing and music. She crafted the lyrics to the popular song “Aloha ‘Oe” (1878), just one of
the more than 100 songs she would write in her lifetime. Although her book was unsuccessful as an
attempt to advocate for Hawaiian sovereignty and the restoration of the monarchy, it has since been
recognized as a moving personal portrait of a girl who grew up to become Hawaii’s first and only
queen, a beloved monarch who fought for the rights of her people. With a professionally designed
cover and manuscript, this edition of Lili‘uokalani’s Hawaii's Story by Hawaii's Queen is a classic of
Hawaiian literature designed for the modern audience. Add this beautiful edition to your bookshelf,
or enjoy the digital edition on any e-book device.
  pretty in hawaiian language: Hawaiian Language Albert J. Schütz, 2020-05-31 With color
and black-and-white illustrations throughout, Hawaiian Language: Past, Present, Future presents
aspects of Hawaiian and its history that are rarely treated in language classes. The major characters
in this book make up a diverse cast: Dutch merchants, Captain Cook’s naturalist and philologist
William Anderson, ‘Ōpūkaha‘ia (the inspiration for the Hawaiian Mission), the American
lexicographer Noah Webster, philologists in New England, missionary-linguists and their Hawaiian



consultants, and many minor players. The account begins in prehistory, placing the probable origins
of the ancestor of Polynesian languages in mainland Asia. An evolving family tree reflects the
linguistic changes that took place as these people moved east. The current versions are examined
from a Hawaiian-centered point of view, comparing the sound system of the language with those of
its major relatives in the Polynesian triangle. More recent historical topics begin with the first
written samples of a Polynesian language in 1616, which led to the birth of the idea of a widespread
language family. The next topic is how the Hawaiian alphabet was developed. The first efforts
suffered from having too many letters, a problem that was solved in 1826 through brilliant reasoning
by its framers and their Hawaiian consultants. The opposite problem was that the alphabet didn’t
have enough letters: analysts either couldn’t hear or misinterpreted the glottal stop and long vowels.
The end product of the development of the alphabet—literacy—is more complicated than some
statistics would have us believe. As for its success or failure, both points of view, from contemporary
observers, are presented. Still, it cannot be denied that literacy had a tremendous and lasting effect
on Hawaiian culture. The last part of the book concentrates on the most-used Hawaiian reference
works—dictionaries. It describes current projects that combine print and manuscript collections on a
searchable website. These projects can include the growing body of manuscript and print material
that is being made available through recent and ongoing research. As for the future, a proposed
monolingual dictionary would allow users to avoid an English bridge to understanding, and move
directly to a definition that includes Hawaiian cultural features and a Hawaiian worldview.
  pretty in hawaiian language: Second Chance Hawaiian Honeymoon Cara Colter, 2023-05-23
Will their unexpected reunion in Hawaii give them the courage to finally walk down the aisle? Find
out in the latest Harlequin Romance by Cara Colter! A wedding on the rocks Healed in Hawaii? After
despairingly fleeing her wedding to billionaire Joe, Blossom goes on their honeymoon alone to
reconsider their relationship. Only, Joe has the same idea, and they wind up there together! This
unexpected reunion forces them to face what they were running from, and they start to enjoy too
many sleepless nights. Maybe a honeymoon before saying “I do” is the second chance they never
saw coming? From Harlequin Romance: Be swept away by glamorous and heartfelt love stories.
Blossom and Bliss Weddings Book 1: Second Chance Hawaiian Honeymoon Book 2: Hawaiian Nights
with the Best Man
  pretty in hawaiian language: Hawaii Anne M. Prescott, 1893
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