
preservation society of newport ri

preservation society of newport ri is a renowned organization dedicated to preserving and showcasing the
rich architectural and cultural heritage of Newport, Rhode Island. Established in the early 20th century,
the society has played a pivotal role in protecting some of the most exquisite historic mansions and
landmarks in the area. This article provides an in-depth exploration of the Preservation Society of Newport
RI, detailing its history, mission, significant properties under its care, educational programs, and visitor
information. The society’s commitment to architectural conservation and public engagement makes it a
cornerstone institution for heritage preservation in New England. Readers will gain insight into how the
society operates, the importance of its work, and the unique experiences it offers to locals and tourists alike.
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History of the Preservation Society of Newport RI
The Preservation Society of Newport RI was founded in 1945 during a period when many historic
buildings in Newport were threatened by neglect or demolition. The society emerged from a collective
effort by local citizens and preservationists who recognized the importance of safeguarding Newport’s
unique architectural legacy. The early years focused on acquiring and restoring key Gilded Age mansions
that exemplify the city’s prominence as a summer retreat for America’s wealthiest families. Over the
decades, the society has expanded its portfolio and influence, becoming a nationally recognized leader in
historic preservation.

Founding and Early Efforts
Initially, the society concentrated on preventing the destruction of iconic estates such as The Breakers,
which was saved from potential demolition. Early fundraising campaigns and advocacy brought attention to
the value of preserving Newport’s cultural assets. These efforts established a framework for future
conservation projects and set standards for historic restoration practices.



Growth and Development
Throughout the latter half of the 20th century, the Preservation Society of Newport RI grew its collection
of properties and enhanced its educational outreach. The society also developed partnerships with local
government and national preservation organizations, ensuring broader support and funding to maintain the
historic sites. Today, it manages more than 20 historic properties, maintaining them as living museums.

Mission and Goals
The core mission of the Preservation Society of Newport RI is to protect, preserve, and interpret
Newport’s historic architecture and cultural heritage. The society aims to foster public appreciation for the
city’s unique history and to promote responsible stewardship of its architectural treasures. Key goals
include maintaining the structural and aesthetic integrity of historic properties, providing educational
resources, and encouraging community involvement.

Preservation and Conservation
The society prioritizes the careful restoration and ongoing maintenance of historic buildings, ensuring that
original design elements, materials, and craftsmanship are preserved. This commitment involves
employing expert artisans and adhering to best practices in conservation science.

Public Engagement and Education
Engaging the public through tours, exhibitions, lectures, and school programs is central to the society’s
objectives. These initiatives encourage a deeper understanding of the historical context and architectural
significance of Newport’s landmarks, inspiring future generations to value heritage preservation.

Notable Properties and Mansions
The Preservation Society of Newport RI oversees an impressive collection of historic estates and gardens
that showcase the grandeur of Newport’s past. These properties serve as prime examples of American
architectural styles from the Colonial period through the Gilded Age. Each mansion offers visitors a glimpse
into the lifestyles of prominent families and the artistic achievements of the era.

The Breakers
Arguably the most famous property under the society’s care, The Breakers is a 70-room mansion built for
the Vanderbilt family in the late 19th century. Designed in the Italian Renaissance style, it epitomizes the



opulence of Newport’s summer “cottages.” The estate features lavish interiors, extensive gardens, and
breathtaking ocean views.

Marble House
Another architectural gem, Marble House was constructed for Alva and William K. Vanderbilt. It is
renowned for its Beaux-Arts design and extensive use of marble throughout the structure. The mansion
integrates European influences with American innovation, illustrating the wealth and social ambitions of its
original owners.

Other Significant Estates

Rosecliff – A grand mansion known for its stunning ballroom and use as a setting in multiple films.

Chateau-sur-Mer – A Victorian-era estate showcasing early Newport summer home architecture.

Isaac Bell House – An example of Shingle Style architecture with unique design elements.

Educational and Community Programs
The Preservation Society of Newport RI offers a variety of educational programs tailored to diverse
audiences, including students, scholars, and the general public. These programs are designed to deepen
knowledge about historic preservation, architecture, and local history while fostering community
involvement.

Guided Tours and Lectures
Daily guided tours provide comprehensive insights into the architectural features, historical contexts, and
personal stories associated with each property. Regular lectures by historians and preservation experts
further enrich visitor understanding.

School and Youth Programs
Educational initiatives for schools include curriculum-based tours, workshops, and interactive activities that
align with state education standards. These programs aim to cultivate an early appreciation for cultural
heritage and preservation careers.



Volunteer and Membership Opportunities
The society encourages community participation through volunteer programs and membership benefits.
Volunteers assist with tours, events, and preservation efforts, while members receive exclusive access to
special events and publications.

Visiting the Preservation Society of Newport RI
Visiting the Preservation Society of Newport RI offers an enriching experience that combines history,
architecture, and scenic beauty. The society’s properties are open to the public seasonally and feature well-
organized tours and visitor amenities.

Tour Options and Hours
Visitors can select from a variety of tours, including self-guided audio tours, guided group tours, and
specialized thematic tours focusing on architecture, gardens, or social history. Operating hours vary by
season and property, with peak visitation during spring through fall.

Visitor Facilities
The society provides amenities such as gift shops, parking, and accessibility accommodations to enhance the
visitor experience. Educational materials and brochures are available to supplement tours, and staff
members are on hand to assist with inquiries.

Special Events and Exhibitions
Throughout the year, the Preservation Society of Newport RI hosts special events such as garden parties,
holiday celebrations, and temporary exhibitions that highlight specific aspects of Newport’s heritage. These
events attract both locals and tourists, offering unique opportunities to engage with history in a festive
atmosphere.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Preservation Society of Newport County in Rhode Island?
The Preservation Society of Newport County is a non-profit organization dedicated to preserving,
maintaining, and sharing the historic mansions and gardens of Newport, Rhode Island, showcasing Gilded



Age architecture and history.

Which famous mansions are managed by the Preservation Society of
Newport County?
The Preservation Society manages several iconic mansions including The Breakers, Marble House,
Rosecliff, The Elms, and Chateau-sur-Mer, among others.

Can visitors tour the mansions operated by the Preservation Society of
Newport?
Yes, visitors can take guided or self-guided tours of the historic mansions and gardens throughout the year,
with special events and seasonal exhibits enhancing the experience.

How does the Preservation Society of Newport fund its preservation
efforts?
The Society is funded through admission fees, memberships, donations, grants, special events, and gift shop
sales, all supporting maintenance and educational programs.

Are there any special events hosted by the Preservation Society of
Newport County?
Yes, the Society hosts various events including garden tours, lectures, holiday celebrations, summer
concerts, and the annual Newport Flower Show to engage the community and visitors.

What is the historical significance of Newport’s mansions preserved by
the Society?
The mansions represent the opulence and architectural innovation of the Gilded Age, reflecting the
lifestyles of America's wealthiest families in the late 19th and early 20th centuries.

Is the Preservation Society of Newport County involved in educational
programs?
Yes, the Society offers educational programs for schools, families, and adults, including guided tours,
workshops, and lectures to promote awareness of historic preservation and local history.



How can someone become a member of the Preservation Society of
Newport County?
Individuals can become members by signing up on the Society’s website, which offers various membership
levels with benefits like free admission, event invitations, and discounts.

Where is the Preservation Society of Newport County located and how
can it be visited?
The Society’s headquarters and several mansions are located in Newport, Rhode Island. Visitors can access
the properties via guided tours, and information about hours and tickets is available on their official website.

Additional Resources
1. The Preservation Society of Newport County: Guardians of Gilded Age Splendor
This book delves into the origins and mission of the Preservation Society of Newport County, chronicling
its efforts to save and maintain the grand mansions of Newport, Rhode Island. It explores the historical
significance of these estates and the challenges faced in preserving them for future generations. Richly
illustrated, it offers readers a glimpse into the opulent lifestyles of America's Gilded Age elite.

2. Newport Mansions: A History of the Preservation Society's Treasures
Focusing on the architectural and cultural importance of Newport's famed mansions, this volume
highlights the work of the Preservation Society in safeguarding these historic homes. It provides detailed
descriptions of key properties such as The Breakers and Marble House, alongside stories of their original
owners. The book emphasizes the blend of art, architecture, and preservation efforts that keep Newport’s
heritage alive.

3. Preserving Newport: The Story of Rhode Island’s Architectural Heritage
This comprehensive guide outlines the preservation movement in Newport, with a special focus on the
Preservation Society’s pivotal role. It discusses the historical context of Newport’s development and the
societal shifts prompting preservation initiatives. The narrative underscores the importance of community
involvement and sustainable practices in historic preservation.

4. Behind Newport’s Gates: The Preservation Society and the Gilded Age Estates
Offering an insider’s look at the day-to-day operations of the Preservation Society, this book reveals how
the organization manages the upkeep of Newport’s iconic estates. It covers restoration projects, fundraising
efforts, and educational programs designed to engage the public. Through interviews and archival
materials, readers gain insight into the dedication required to maintain these historic treasures.

5. Newport’s Architectural Legacy: Preservation Society Chronicles
This illustrated history showcases the architecture of Newport’s mansions, emphasizing the Preservation



Society’s role in documenting and protecting these structures. It includes essays by historians and
preservationists that highlight the evolution of architectural styles in Newport. The book celebrates the
synergy between historical research and preservation practice.

6. The Gilded Age Comes Alive: Stories from Newport’s Preservation Society
Through personal anecdotes and historical narratives, this book brings to life the stories of the families and
workers associated with Newport’s grand estates. It highlights how the Preservation Society keeps these
stories alive through tours, exhibits, and publications. Readers gain a vivid sense of the social and cultural
atmosphere of Newport’s heyday.

7. Newport’s Preservation Pioneers: The Founders of the Preservation Society
This biography-focused volume profiles the key individuals who founded and shaped the Preservation
Society of Newport County. It examines their motivations, challenges, and achievements in spearheading
the preservation movement. The book provides context on how their vision has influenced historic
preservation nationwide.

8. Gardens and Grounds: The Preservation Society’s Role in Newport’s Landscape
Highlighting the often-overlooked gardens and landscapes of Newport’s estates, this book explores how the
Preservation Society maintains these outdoor spaces. It discusses historical garden designs, horticultural
practices, and restoration projects that complement the architectural preservation efforts. The volume
emphasizes the importance of landscape preservation in understanding historic properties.

9. Newport Preservation Society: A Century of Conservation
Marking 100 years of preservation, this celebratory book recounts the milestones and successes of the
Preservation Society of Newport County. It includes photographs, timelines, and essays that document the
organization’s evolution and impact. The book serves as both a tribute and a resource for those interested in
historic preservation and Newport’s heritage.
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available in one volume! Gilded Summers: Pearl and Ginevra grow up in the era known as the Gilded
Age in Newport, Rhode Island. Surrounded by Astors and Vanderbilts, Pearl fills her days with
teatime and shallow friendships, yearning for something more. A chance meeting with Mary Cassatt
sparks her secret desire to be an artist. Meanwhile Ginevra, fresh off the boat from Italy, finds her
own dreams out of reach as she joins the unwelcoming household as a servant and seamstress. The
girls become fast friends, but must keep their friendship hidden from Pearl’s controlling mother.
Soon, the two young women must decide who they want to be in this world, and survive what it takes
to get there...even if it includes murder. Gilded Dreams: The battle for the vote is on fire in America.
The powerful and rich women of Newport, Rhode Island nearly single-handedly funded the major
suffrage parties. Yet they have been left out of history, tossed aside as mere socialites. Pearl and
Ginevra are college graduates, professional women, wives, and mothers. The two progressive women
have fought their way through some of life’s harshest challenges. Now they set their sights on the
vote, the epitome of all they have struggled for, the embodiment of their dreams. From the sinking of
the Titanic, through World War 1, Pearl and Ginevra are once more put to the test.
  preservation society of newport ri: A Guide to Newport's Cliff Walk Ed Morris, 2010-12-03
A revealing tour of the opulent Newport Mansions where the Astors, Vanderbilts, and other Gilded
Age families spent their summers. At the turn of the twentieth century, the wealthy families of New
York would vacation at their summer homes in Newport, Rhode Island. Where the salty air once
mingled with the laughter of society women in ball gowns, the houses of the Newport Cliff Walk still
preside in grandeur over the crashing waves below. From the grand majesty of the Breakers to the
beautiful proportions of Rosecliff, these houses are enduring reminders of the architectural
flowering of the Gilded Age. Walking along the paved trail, it's easy to imagine the faintest hint of a
waltz coming from the windows of Beechwood, or to envision the Duchess of Windsor’s carriage
arriving for a visit at Fairholme. Ed Morris takes you on a tour of twenty-four historic mansions and
landmarks, entertaining along the way with tales of splendor and style, social maneuvering and
matchmaking.
  preservation society of newport ri: Cumulative List of Organizations Described in
Section 170 (c) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 , 2004
  preservation society of newport ri: Index of Trademarks Issued from the United States
Patent and Trademark Office , 1965
  preservation society of newport ri: Index of Trademarks Issued from the United States Patent
Office United States. Patent Office, 1966
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Section 170 (c) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 , 1987
  preservation society of newport ri: Historic Landscape Directory , 1991
  preservation society of newport ri: Investigation and Conservation of East Asian Cabinets in
Imperial Residences (1700-1900) Gabriela Krist, Elfriede Iby, 2015-05-20 FS 2015 ; Includes
bibliographical references
  preservation society of newport ri: American Architecture and Urbanism Vincent Scully,
2013-04-29 A classic book authored by the foremost architectural historian in America, this fully
illustrated history of American architecture and city planning is based on Vincent Scully's conviction
that architecture and city planning are inseparably linked and must therefore be treated together.
He defines architecture as a continuing dialogue between generations which creates an environment
across time. This definitive survey extends beyond the cities themselves to the American scene as a
whole, which has inspired the reasonable balanced, closed and ordered forms, and above all the
probity, that he feels typifies American architecture.
  preservation society of newport ri: Cumulative List of Organizations Described in Section 170
(c) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 United States. Internal Revenue Service, 1989
  preservation society of newport ri: Rhode Island's Civil War Hospital Frank L. Grzyb,
2014-01-10 During the Civil War, thousands of wounded Union soldiers and Confederate prisoners
convalesced in a general army hospital in rural Portsmouth Grove, Rhode Island. Because of its



location on the periphery of the action, the hospital has remained a footnote to the dramatic sweep
of Civil War literature. However, its history and the experiences of the doctors, nurses, patients and
guards that gave it life provide a new perspective on the interaction between the army and society in
wartime and on life in Civil War America. This in-depth account also explores the barbarities of
medicine, daily routine in a general army hospital, the role of citizens in providing aid, the later
adventures of former patients and staff, and the final resting places of those who died on the
grounds.
  preservation society of newport ri: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 1976 The
Congressional Record is the official record of the proceedings and debates of the United States
Congress. It is published daily when Congress is in session. The Congressional Record began
publication in 1873. Debates for sessions prior to 1873 are recorded in The Debates and Proceedings
in the Congress of the United States (1789-1824), the Register of Debates in Congress (1824-1837),
and the Congressional Globe (1833-1873)
  preservation society of newport ri: Legendary Locals of Newport Annie Sherman, 2013
Established by Colonials seeking religious and cultural freedom in 1639, Newport has enjoyed nearly
four centuries of growth--from a thriving seaport to a summer hideaway for industrial revolution
excesses, from an active Navy town to a modern world-class destination for sailing and tourism. But
beyond the marbled mansions and active harbor-front wharves lie legendary locals building a city of
living history, education, arts, and philanthropy. And as this City-by-the-Sea celebrates 375 years in
2014, residents honor the diversity of the people who keep it flourishing. Stone carvers John Fud
Benson and son Nick utilize time-honored techniques etching gravestones and memorials by hand in
the oldest trade shop in the country, while nearby, the largest high-tech megayachts in the world
dock at the Dana family's Newport Shipyard. Newporter and Navy SEAL Terry Moy helped the last
Apollo mission land safely back on Earth, while advocate Florence Gray helped keep affordable
housing residents grounded only a few blocks from the city's upscale neighborhoods.
  preservation society of newport ri: Program American Association for State and Local
History. Meeting, 1994
  preservation society of newport ri: The Carriage Journal Jill Ryder, 1996-06-01 FEATURES
The 1996 Annual Conference: Callaway 3 The Selection of Iron for Carriage Fittings 8 Good Show!
Doing Your Best in the Ring 11 Vanderbilt's Road Coach Venture 12 How to Measure Shafts 19 The
Mail Coaches of Switzerland 21 The Museums Carriage Reference Library 25 A Dutch Coaching
Rally 27 A Smooth Ride 28 Buff and Mary-Lou Rutherford 30 DEPARTMENTS The View from the Box
2 Name That Carriage 7 Memories-Mostly Horsy 16 Questions and Answers 29 The Carriage Trade
32
  preservation society of newport ri: Summer by the Seaside Bryant Franklin Tolles, 2008 A
sweeping, richly illustrated architectural study of the large, historic New England coastal resort
hotels
  preservation society of newport ri: Mahogany Jennifer L. Anderson, 2012-09-17 Colonial
Americans were enamored with the rich colors and silky surface of mahogany. As this exotic wood
became fashionable, demand for it set in motion a dark, hidden story of human and environmental
exploitation. Anderson traces the path from source to sale, revealing how prosperity and desire
shaped not just people’s lives but the natural world.
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