
prescriptive residential wood deck construction guide

prescriptive residential wood deck construction guide provides a comprehensive approach to building safe,
durable, and code-compliant wooden decks. This guide covers essential aspects such as material selection,
foundational requirements, framing techniques, and finishing touches tailored for residential settings. It
emphasizes adherence to modern building codes and best practices to ensure structural integrity and
longevity. Whether constructing a new deck or renovating an existing one, this guide helps homeowners,
builders, and contractors understand critical steps in design, construction, and maintenance. The
prescriptive methods outlined here are designed to simplify decision-making and facilitate efficient, high-
quality deck projects. Below is a detailed table of contents outlining the key topics addressed in this guide.
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Planning and Design Considerations
Effective planning and design form the cornerstone of any successful residential wood deck construction
project. This phase involves evaluating site conditions, defining deck size and layout, and ensuring
compliance with local building codes. Proper planning minimizes costly errors and helps achieve a
functional, aesthetically pleasing outdoor space. Key design elements include deck orientation, load
requirements, stair placement, and railing systems.

Site Evaluation and Layout
Assessing the location for the deck involves checking soil conditions, drainage patterns, and proximity to
existing structures. The layout should optimize space usage while accommodating access points such as



doors and walkways. Consideration of sun exposure and privacy can influence deck positioning.

Load and Usage Requirements
Determining the expected live load and dead load is essential for structural safety. Residential decks
typically must support a minimum live load of 40 pounds per square foot, but additional loads should be
considered if heavy furniture or hot tubs are planned. Clarifying these requirements guides framing and
foundation design.

Material Selection and Preparation
Choosing appropriate materials is critical for durability and performance in residential wood deck
construction. The selection process includes evaluating wood species, fasteners, and hardware that meet
environmental and structural demands. Proper material preparation ensures longevity and resistance to
weathering and decay.

Wood Species and Treatment
Pressure-treated lumber is commonly used due to its resistance to insects and rot. Alternatives include
naturally durable species like cedar, redwood, and composite materials. All wood should be graded and
certified for outdoor use, and treatment standards must comply with local regulations.

Fasteners and Connectors
Corrosion-resistant fasteners, such as stainless steel or coated nails and screws, are essential for deck
durability. Connectors like joist hangers and post anchors should be selected based on load requirements and
compatibility with the chosen lumber. Proper fastening prevents structural failure and enhances safety.

Foundation and Support Systems
The foundation and support system provide the critical base for a stable and long-lasting deck. This section
covers footing types, post installation, and anchoring methods that conform to prescriptive residential wood
deck construction standards. Proper foundation design prevents settling and structural shifts over time.



Footing Design and Installation
Footings must extend below the frost line to prevent movement during freeze-thaw cycles. Common
footing types include concrete piers, sonotubes, and precast blocks. Footing size and depth should be based
on soil bearing capacity and deck load.

Post Installation and Anchoring
Posts transfer deck loads to the footings and must be securely anchored. Use metal post bases to elevate
wood posts above ground moisture and prevent rot. Posts should be plumb and properly spaced according to
the deck span and design.

Framing and Structural Components
The framing phase defines the deck’s structural integrity through accurate installation of beams, joists, and
ledger boards. This section outlines prescriptive methods for framing that ensure compliance with building
codes and enhance deck stability.

Ledger Board Attachment
The ledger board connects the deck to the house and must be fastened to the rim joist or band joist with lag
screws or bolts. Flashing is installed to prevent water intrusion behind the ledger, which is a common
cause of deck failure.

Joist and Beam Installation
Joists are spaced according to decking type and span, commonly 16 inches on center for wood decking.
Beams support joists and are sized based on load and span tables. Joist hangers and beam brackets provide
secure connections and ease installation.

Decking Installation Techniques
Proper decking installation ensures a safe, visually appealing surface that withstands weather and wear.
This section discusses spacing, fastening methods, and layout patterns for residential wood decks.



Board Spacing and Layout
Deck boards require spacing to allow for expansion and drainage, typically 1/8 inch to 1/4 inch gaps. Boards
may be laid parallel, perpendicular, or diagonally to joists depending on design preferences and structural
considerations.

Fastening Methods
Hidden fasteners, face screws, and nails are commonly used to secure decking boards. The choice depends
on the desired appearance and ease of maintenance. Pre-drilling holes can prevent wood splitting,
especially near board ends.

Safety and Compliance Standards
Adherence to safety codes and standards is mandatory in residential wood deck construction to protect
occupants and ensure legal compliance. This section covers railing requirements, stair construction, and load
specifications.

Railing Systems
Deck railings must meet height and strength requirements, generally a minimum of 36 inches high with
balusters spaced to prevent a 4-inch sphere from passing through. Materials should be durable and securely
fastened to withstand lateral forces.

Stair Design and Safety
Stairs should have consistent riser heights and tread depths, with handrails installed on at least one side.
Stair stringers must be properly supported, and non-slip surfaces are recommended for safety.

Finishing and Maintenance
Finishing the deck with appropriate sealants, stains, or paints protects wood from moisture, UV damage,
and wear. Regular maintenance extends the deck’s lifespan and preserves safety and appearance.

Sealing and Staining
Applying water-repellent sealers or stains helps prevent wood cracking, warping, and discoloration.



Selection of finish products should consider the wood species and environmental exposure.

Routine Inspection and Repairs
Periodic inspection for loose fasteners, damaged boards, and structural integrity is critical. Prompt repairs of
identified issues prevent further deterioration and maintain compliance with safety standards.

Prescriptive Residential Wood Deck Construction Checklist
Following a systematic checklist ensures all critical elements are addressed during construction. Key items
include:

Confirming site evaluation and design compliance

Selecting appropriate pressure-treated or durable wood

Installing frost-proof footings and secure post anchors

Attaching ledger boards with flashing and proper fasteners

Spacing joists and decking boards correctly

Installing code-compliant railings and stairs

Applying protective finishes and scheduling maintenance

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a prescriptive residential wood deck construction guide?
A prescriptive residential wood deck construction guide provides step-by-step instructions and standards for
building safe and compliant wood decks without needing engineering calculations. It typically includes
details on materials, dimensions, fasteners, and structural requirements.

What are the key components covered in a prescriptive wood deck



construction guide?
Key components include deck framing (joists, beams, posts), footings, ledger board attachment, joist spacing,
decking material specifications, fasteners, guardrails, stairs, and load requirements.

How does the prescriptive guide ensure compliance with building codes?
The guide aligns with local building codes and standards such as the International Residential Code (IRC),
providing standardized dimensions, materials, and construction methods that meet safety and structural
requirements.

What materials are recommended in prescriptive wood deck construction
guides?
Typically, pressure-treated lumber, cedar, redwood, or composite decking materials are recommended,
along with corrosion-resistant fasteners and connectors to ensure durability and safety.

Can I build a residential wood deck without an engineer using this
guide?
Yes, prescriptive guides are designed to allow homeowners or builders to construct decks safely without
custom engineering by following the specified dimensions and materials.

What are the typical footing requirements in a prescriptive deck
construction guide?
Footings must be sized based on soil bearing capacity and deck loads, commonly requiring concrete pads or
piers extending below the frost line, with dimensions specified to support the posts.

How are guardrails and stairs addressed in the prescriptive deck
construction guide?
The guide specifies minimum guardrail heights, spacing of balusters, handrail requirements, and stair
dimensions such as tread depth and riser height to ensure safety.

Where can I find a reliable prescriptive residential wood deck
construction guide?
Reliable guides can be found through local building departments, the International Code Council (ICC), and
industry organizations like the American Wood Council, which publish up-to-date prescriptive deck
construction manuals.



Additional Resources
1. Prescriptive Residential Wood Deck Construction Guide
This comprehensive guide offers step-by-step instructions for building safe, durable, and code-compliant
wood decks. It covers essential topics such as material selection, structural design, fastening methods, and
waterproofing techniques. Ideal for builders, contractors, and DIY enthusiasts, the book simplifies complex
engineering principles into practical advice.

2. Wood Deck Construction: Best Practices and Prescriptive Methods
Focusing on best practices, this book provides detailed explanations of prescriptive methods used in
residential wood deck construction. It includes updated code requirements, safety considerations, and
common pitfalls to avoid. Readers will find clear illustrations and tables that make deck planning and
construction straightforward.

3. Building Code Essentials for Residential Decks
This title emphasizes the importance of compliance with local and national building codes in deck
construction. It breaks down the International Residential Code (IRC) provisions related to decks and offers
prescriptive guidelines for various deck components. The book is an indispensable resource for ensuring
legal and safe deck construction.

4. The Complete Guide to Wood Deck Design and Construction
Covering both design principles and construction techniques, this guide walks readers through the entire
deck-building process. It explains how to select appropriate materials, calculate loads, and implement
prescriptive structural solutions. The book also addresses maintenance and repair to extend the life of wood
decks.

5. Practical Wood Deck Framing: Prescriptive Approaches and Techniques
This book specializes in the framing aspect of wood decks, presenting prescriptive methods for joists, beams,
posts, and footings. Clear diagrams and construction details help readers visualize proper framing layouts
and connections. It’s a valuable resource for both novice builders and seasoned professionals.

6. Residential Deck Fastening and Hardware Guide
Focusing on the critical topic of deck fasteners and hardware, this book explains the types, placement, and
installation of connectors in wood deck construction. It includes prescriptive recommendations to ensure
structural integrity and resistance to environmental factors. The guide helps avoid common fastening errors
that compromise deck safety.

7. Wood Deck Waterproofing and Protection: A Prescriptive Approach
This guide addresses the challenges of protecting wood decks from moisture and decay. It outlines
prescriptive methods for selecting and applying waterproofing materials, flashing, and drainage systems.
The book is essential for builders aiming to maximize deck longevity and minimize maintenance.

8. Designing for Durability: Prescriptive Solutions in Wood Deck Construction



Exploring durability from a prescriptive standpoint, this book covers material treatment, design
considerations, and construction practices that enhance deck lifespan. It emphasizes preventive measures
against rot, insect damage, and structural failure. The practical advice supports building decks that remain
safe and attractive over time.

9. Inspecting and Maintaining Residential Wood Decks
This book provides a prescriptive framework for the regular inspection and maintenance of wood decks. It
helps homeowners and professionals identify signs of wear, structural issues, and code violations early on.
The guide offers step-by-step maintenance procedures to preserve deck safety and functionality.

Prescriptive Residential Wood Deck Construction Guide
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  prescriptive residential wood deck construction guide: Black and Decker Deck Codes
and Standards 2nd Edition Bruce Barker, 2025-01-21 In BLACK+DECKER Deck Codes and
Standards 2nd Edition, national authority on building codes, Bruce A. Barker, explains how to both
design and build decks within legal limits.
  prescriptive residential wood deck construction guide: Black & Decker Deck Codes &
Standards Bruce A. Barker, 2017-06-05 Bruce Barker, one of the country's leading authorities on
building codes, has turned his eye toward one of his favorite subjects: building decks. Although it's
one of the most popular DIY building projects, just about every deck built in the past decade (by pros
as well as homeowners) falls short of current codes. In BLACK+DECKER Deck Codes & Standards
Barker zeroes in on the main areas of concern and shows accurately and precisely how to design and
build it right. Given that every year in the U.S. more than 120,000 people are injured by deck
collapses, and more than 50 die, following Barker's careful and detailed advice is the surest way for
a homeowner to protect against disaster.
  prescriptive residential wood deck construction guide: Black & Decker The Complete
Guide to Decks, Updated 5th Edition Editors of CPi, 2012-01-01 The most detailed, most current and
most complete deck building book on the market. It reflects the latest changes in building codes and
it features deck building materials that are popular today. The additional two signatures (32 pages)
contain all-new deck plans with complete plan drawings. Updates to the materials section focus on
new composite and non-wood deck building alternatives, as well as the current generation of deck
hardware that resists corrosion caused by non-CCA pressure treated lumber. Step-by-step projects
feature clever ways to customize and accessorize your deck to enhance both utility and enjoyment.
  prescriptive residential wood deck construction guide: Black & Decker The Complete
Guide to Decks 7th Edition Editors of Cool Springs Press, 2022-02-15 Be inspired by new design
and follow the latest codes as you custom build the deck of your dreams. Architecture, building
codes, and design are not static; they change constantly. That’s why there’s a new edition of the
best-selling BLACK+DECKER The Complete Guide to Decks, incorporating updates to national
building codes, as well as new developments in building materials and design. Calling attention to
composite deckboards and railings, as well as other PVC products made from recycled plastic, the
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new materials systems featured in this book are environmentally friendly, easy to work with, rot
resistant, and very low maintenance. Whether you opt for manufactured deck products or wood, the
success of your project depends upon a sturdy deck undercarriage. Accomplishing this isn’t difficult,
but building the framework requires that you have the latest information on building codes. In
recent years, these codes have changed significantly, affecting everything from post diameter to
allowable joist hangers to railing height and even the size of concrete footings. BLACK+DECKER
The Complete Guide to Decks Updated 7th Edition is the only DIY deck book that’s fully updated to
conform to the latest codes. Chapters covered in the book include: Deck Planning & Design Deck
Materials & Tools Structural Support Decking Stairs Railings Accessories Finishing & Maintaining
Your Deck Custom Deck Projects Gallery of Inspiring Decks BLACK+DECKER The Complete Guide
to Decks Updated 7th Edition offers complete step-by-step photos and instructions, so even
homeowners with limited DIY experience are assured of a deck that meets their needs. So, don’t
wait any longer; build the deck of your dreams and start enjoying it!
  prescriptive residential wood deck construction guide: All New Building Decks Editors of
Fine Homebuilding, 2015-12-01 All pros on deck in the completely new edition of All New Building
Decks. It’s the ideal time to start thinking about your deck – either the one you already have that you
want to fix up, or the one that you’ve been dreaming of building. Either way, All New Building Decks
– the hot-off-the-press new edition of the bestselling favorite – will walk you through the steps,
materials, and do’s and don’ts for taking on your deck-building project. Get more tips, more advice,
and more deck projects you can easily take on. All New Building Decks, a fresh collection of best
advice from the experts at Fine Homebuilding, is deep with up-to-date content for designing and
building a deck for your home. Our pros take you through every step of the process including: Tools
and Materials: From hardware to fasteners, flashing to finish, this section covers everything you
need to tackle your deck project. Deck Design: Create a small but elegant deck, take advantage of
the natural views, build a porch with a roof deck, add in decorative inlays, and cull the brightest
ideas for lighting. Deck Framing: Loads, footings, frames with steel – there’s lots of ground to cover
in your deck’s frame. This section will also show you how to make an old deck safe as well as clue
you into the “Top 10 Deck-Building Mistakes” so you won’t fall into them! 400 Photographs and
Illustrations: if a picture paints a thousand words, imagine what 400 will do! Follow along, get
inspired, and let the step-by-step approach get you to your finished product easier than you thought.
PLUS! Gain quick access to everything you need to know about railings and stairs; benches,
planters, and decorative borders; custom sizing and details; and more. Get started now and, in no
time, your beautiful deck will be the key location for memorable parties and barbeques, lazy days
with a good book, and an outdoor paradise where you can simply enjoy the season at hand. With the
site-tested tips and techniques that Fine Homebuilding is known for, All New Building Decks will
help you build the safe, secure, and beautiful deck you deserve.
  prescriptive residential wood deck construction guide: Black & Decker The Complete
Guide to Decks (Black & Decker). Black, 2016 Architecture, building codes, and design are not
static; they change constantly. That's why there's a new edition of the bestselling Black & Decker:
The Complete Guide to Decks, incorporating updates to building codes, as well as new developments
in building materials and design.
  prescriptive residential wood deck construction guide: Forensic Engineering Stephen E.
Petty, 2017-12-19 A comprehensive resource that builds a bridge between engineering disciplines
and the building sciences and trades, Forensic Engineering: Damage Assessments for Residential
and Commercial Structures provides an extensive look into the world of forensic engineering. With a
focus on investigations associated with insurance industry claims, the book describes methodologies
for performing insurance-related investigations including the causation and origin of damage to
residential and commercial structures and/or unhealthy interior environments and adverse effects
on the occupants of these structures. Edited by an industry expert with more than 30 years of
experience, and authors with more than 100 years of experience in the field, the book takes the
technical aspects of engineering and scientific principles and applies them to real-world issues in a



non-technical manner. It provides readers with the experiences, investigation methodologies, and
investigation protocols used in, and derived from completing thousands of forensic engineering
investigations. It begins with providing a baseline methodology for completing forensic
investigations and closes with advice on testifying as an expert witness. Much of what must be
known in this field is not learned in school, but is based upon experience since recognizing the cause
of a building system failure requires a blending of skills from the white collar and blue collar worlds.
Such knowledge can be vital since failures (e.g., water entry) often result from construction
activities completed out of sequence.. This book details proven methodologies based on over 7,000
field investigations, methodologies which can be followed by both professionals and laymen alike.
  prescriptive residential wood deck construction guide: Home Repair Wisdom & Know-How
Fine Homebuilding, 2017-05-09 Home Repair Wisdom & Know-How is the essential go-to book for
every home project and repair, from basic wiring to full kitchen renovations. Featuring step-by-step
instructions from the pages of Fine Homebuilding magazine, one of the most trusted sources on
home repair and construction, Home Repair Wisdom & Know-How is organized into topics including:
The Basic Tool Kit Fixing a Leaky Faucet Stain Removal Repairing a Wood Surface Replacing a
Toilet Fine Points of Applying Paint Roof Repair Fixing Large and Small Appliances Home Safety and
Security Energy Alternatives And so much more! Packed with tried and true advice from leaders in
the industry and hundreds of photographs, charts, and sidebars, Home Repair Wisdom & Know-How
is a must-have for any homeowner. This book is also a part of the Know-How series which includes
other titles such as: Woodworking Wisdom & Know-How Natural Healing Wisdom & Know-How
Craft Wisdom & Know-How Garden Wisdom & Know-How
  prescriptive residential wood deck construction guide: HomeSkills: Building Decks
Editors of Cool Springs Press, 2013-08-01 DIVAs part of our comprehensive HomeSkills DIY series,
HomeSkills: Building Decks takes the fear out of adding the perfect outdoor element to your
house./divDIV/divDIVThereâ€™s a reason that deck building is the most popular do-it-yourself home
improvement undertaking today: not only are decks an attractive, customizable component of classic
American construction, they also allow for entertainment and relaxation in a way that indoor spaces
simply canâ€™t. So if your house is already in top working order, and your lawn is looking mighty
green this year, chances are thereâ€™s only one thing missingâ€”a deck. Fortunately, with all the
innovative new products and materials coming onto the market, decks are easier to self-design and
build than ever before. As it turns out, youâ€™re only one how-to book away from creating the deck
of your dreams. In HomeSkills: Building Decks, the expert editors of Cool Springs Press join forces
to cover every aspect of deck building, providing streamlined project descriptions with crystal-clear
photos that leave no room for guesswork. Youâ€™ll learn how to plan and design, then select
materials, dig postholes, hang joists, and install the decking itself. We even cover stairs, railings,
overheads, and extra accessories like screens and arbors. With 300 illustrations and 10
supplementary diagrams, one thorough book prevents two things from collapsing: you and your
shiny new deck. And thatâ€™s good for all of us./divDIV/divDIVCheck out our five other HomeSkills
guides on carpentry, landscaping, plumbing, tiling, and wiring./div
  prescriptive residential wood deck construction guide: Corrosion of Fasteners in Wood
Treated with Newer Wood Preservatives Samuel L. Zelinka, 2013 This document compiles recent
research findings related to corrosion of metals in preservative treated wood into a single report on
corrosion of metals in wood. The research was conducted as part of the Research, Technology and
Education portion of the National Historic Covered Bridge Preservation (NHCBP) Program
administered by the Federal Highway Administration. The compilation addresses: corrosion rates of
metals embedded in treated wood, the mechanization of corrosion in treated wood, the effect of
extractives on corrosion, methods for predicting the service life of metals in treated wood, and
suitable non-metallic replacement fasteners. The document was created to serve as a desk reference
for engineers to aid in materials selection when building with treated wood.--verso.
  prescriptive residential wood deck construction guide: Professional and Practical
Considerations for Landscape Design Steven L. Cantor, 2019-11-29 Drawing on decades of



professional practice and teaching experience, Steven L. Cantor's Professional and Practical
Considerations for Landscape Design explains the field of landscape architecture, outlining with
authority how to turn drawings of designs into creative, purposeful, and striking landscapes and
landforms in today's world. This comprehensive guide consists of everything a young professional
might encounter from conception through final project archiving, ensuring readers have both the
tools necessary to keep up with advancements in the field and the practical business knowledge to
build life-long partnerships. Each of the book's concise chapters emphasize a specific aspect of
landscape architecture practice, from the administration of designs for contracts, areas of practice,
human resources, marketing, construction materials, sustainability and ethics. Each chapter is
written in a style that best suits the material. Alongside detailed definitions and practical do's and
don'ts are 30 complex sample problems ranging in difficulty for both individuals and groups. An
array of original photographs and clear examples in both black and white and color articulate
standards and inspire future possibilities, featuring the work of Vicky Chan, founder of Avoid
Obvious Architects, and Richard Alomar, Associate Professor of Landscape Architecture at Rutgers
and co-founder of New York Urban Sketchers. By combining the author's unique depth of knowledge
with real-world case studies from America, Asia, and Europe, Professional and Practical
Considerations for Landscape Design is an up-to-date resource for every level of reader, from
students in landscape architecture programs to professionals working in public or private practice,
engineering, consulting, or contracting.
  prescriptive residential wood deck construction guide: Black and Decker Codes for
Homeowners 5th Edition Bruce Barker, 2023-01-17 The BLACK+DECKER Codes for Homeowners
5th Edition is a DIY-friendly guidebook to building codes that shows you just the information you
need for the codes that actually impact today’s homeowners. Get those home projects you’ve been
putting off done—and up to code. All of the most common standards are addressed in this new
edition of BLACK+DECKER Codes for Homeowners, including plumbing, electrical, mechanical, and
construction. This guidebook goes beyond simply reporting the codes; it interprets them for you and
explains them clearly, with color photos and simple graphics. This 5th edition is current with the
2020 National Electrical Codes and 2021 International Residential Codes. After an introduction to
the basics of codes, permits, and the inspection process, find easy-to-reference guidance on meeting
codes for: Building design and safety, including habitable rooms, emergency escape openings, doors
and windows, ventilation and exhaust, and more Structural components, including foundations,
crawlspaces, decks, floor systems, wall systems, roof systems, and more Exterior components,
covering shingle roof-covering installation and fireplaces and chimneys Heating and air
conditioning, including HVAC appliances and ducts, vents for fuel-burning appliances, and more The
home plumbing system and water supply piping Written by national codes expert Bruce Barker and
created under the supervision of the BLACK+DECKER company, Codes for Homeowners does what
no other code book accomplishes: it makes codes and building standards simple to understand and
visualize, so you can be confident that your DIY projects are safe and will pass inspections.
  prescriptive residential wood deck construction guide: Black & Decker The Complete
Outdoor Builder - Updated Edition Editors of Cool Springs Press, 2016-04-20 Find more than 150
projects for building custom decks, patios, fences, sheds, and more! From building a new deck to
creating a garden pathway, the great outdoors is the most popular place for homeowners to
showcase their creativity and skill. With more than 150 outdoor building projects shown with
step-by-step photography, Complete Outdoor Builder has a project for anyone, guaranteed to
improve your yard. This updated and redesigned book with a handsome hardcover is sure to find a
permanent place on the shelf of anyone who wants to create and maintain a beautiful outdoor living
space. Some of the projects covered in Complete Outdoor Builder include: - Attached deck - Fences -
Composite railings - Sheds - Walkways - Playset - Treehouse - Landscape steps - Arbor - . . . and
much more! The Complete Outdoor Builder includes a wide range of projects and appeals to all skill
levels. Building decks and patios are among the most popular categories for outdoor construction,
and you'll find all the techniques and skills--as well as complete lists of tools and materials



required--to design and build your own. Complete Outdoor Builder also offers plans and revamped
photography for more than a dozen designs that you can replicate or use as inspiration for a custom
project. Designed, built, and photographed by professionals, the fun projects in this book also have
the stamp of approval from Black & Decker(r), the most trusted name in DIY tools and equipment.
Roll up your sleeves; it's time to build something great.
  prescriptive residential wood deck construction guide: Black & Decker The Complete
Outdoor Builder Editors of CPi, 2009-11-01 Adding beautiful, functional patios and walkways to the
yard has never been easier thanks to this book. Over 150 projects and hundreds of instructional
photographs combine with informative tips, tricks, and inspiration for the most comprehensive patio
and walkway book on the market. From low-cost, curb-appeal walkways to expansive, estate-quality
decorative concrete patios complete with outdoor kitchens, this book presents each project with
step-by-step instructions and full-color photographs as well as informative tips, tricks, and
inspiration. Each project uses the most current materials, tools, common practices, codes, and
construction techniques to help readers add value to their homes and allow them to enjoy their
outdoor spaces to full potential. Whether an existing patio needs to be freshened up or an unused
space in the yard is just waiting to be put to use, this book is a crucial resource for do-it-yourself
homeowners.
  prescriptive residential wood deck construction guide: Black & Decker Codes for
Homeowners 4th Edition Bruce A. Barker, 2019-01-01 The BLACK+DECKER Codes for
Homeowners 4th Edition is a DIY-friendly guidebook to building codes that shows you just the
information you need for the codes that actually impact today's homeowners. Get those home
projects you've been putting off done—and up to code. All of the most common standards are
addressed in this new edition of BLACK+DECKER Codes for Homeowners, including plumbing,
electrical, mechanical, and construction. This guidebook goes beyond simply reporting the codes, it
interprets them for you and explains them clearly, with color photos and simple graphics. This 4th
edition is current with the 2017 National Electrical Codes, 2018 Uniform Plumbing Codes, and 2018
International Residential Codes. Written by national codes expert Bruce Barker and created under
the supervision of BLACK+DECKER Corp., Codes for Homeowners does what no other code book
accomplishes: it makes codes and building standards simple to understand and visualize, so you can
be assured that your DIY projects are safe and will pass inspections.
  prescriptive residential wood deck construction guide: Black & Decker Codes for
Homeowners Bruce Barker, 2012-11-01 DIVA graphic, highly user-friendly guide to national codes
for residential construction. Codes for Homeowners uses clear photographs to show exactly how the
parts of your house are supposed to look once the work is done. Written by International Residential
Codes-certified home inspector Bruce Barker, this second edition of Codes for Homeowners is
current with most national codes in force for the period of 2012 through 2014. Based on his decades
of experience, Inspector Bruce has winnowed down the massive heap of codes in force to only those
that a single-family homeowner is likely to encounter. Building codes, electrical codes, plumbing
codes and mechanical (HVAC) codes are shown and described in everyday language. The 2nd edition
includes all of the great information in the first version but is updated to reflect any changes in the
codes in force, including the National Electrical Code, the Universal Plumbing Code and the
International Residential Code./div
  prescriptive residential wood deck construction guide: Rural Builder , 2007
  prescriptive residential wood deck construction guide: Black & Decker Codes for
Homeowners Bruce A. Barker, 2010-09 Clear and easy to use photo reference book that explains
and defines home improvement codes for pros and DIYers--Provided by publisher.
  prescriptive residential wood deck construction guide: "Code of Massachusetts
regulations, 2012" , 2012 Archival snapshot of entire looseleaf Code of Massachusetts Regulations
held by the Social Law Library of Massachusetts as of January 2020.
  prescriptive residential wood deck construction guide: Wood Machining News , 2007
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