
precious in italian language

precious in italian language is a term that captures the essence of value,
rarity, and beauty within the rich linguistic traditions of Italy.
Understanding how to express the concept of "precious" in Italian enhances
communication in contexts ranging from jewelry and art to emotions and
relationships. This article delves into the various translations,
connotations, and uses of the word "precious" in the Italian language. It
explores synonyms, idiomatic expressions, and cultural nuances to provide a
comprehensive understanding of how Italians convey the idea of something
precious. Additionally, the article covers pronunciation tips, common
phrases, and practical applications to enrich your Italian vocabulary.
Whether for language learners, translators, or enthusiasts of Italian
culture, this guide offers valuable insights into the multifaceted term
"precious" and its significance in Italian communication.
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Synonyms and Related Terms

Usage of Precious in Different Contexts

Common Phrases and Idiomatic Expressions

Pronunciation and Language Tips

Meaning and Translation of Precious in Italian
The direct translation of the English word "precious" in the Italian language
is "prezioso" for masculine nouns and "preziosa" for feminine nouns. This
adjective conveys the idea of something that holds great value, either
materially or emotionally. In Italian, "prezioso" is often used to describe
items such as jewels, artifacts, or anything considered rare and valuable.
The term also extends metaphorically to express deep affection or importance,
such as calling a person or moment "prezioso" to signify their cherished
status.

Literal Translation
The literal translation of "precious" is straightforward in Italian. The
masculine form is prezioso, and the feminine form is preziosa. These forms
agree in gender and number with the nouns they modify. For example, "un
anello prezioso" means "a precious ring," while "una pietra preziosa" means
"a precious stone."



Nuances of Meaning
While the primary meaning of "prezioso" is tied to material value, the word
also encompasses non-material qualities like importance, uniqueness, and
sentimental value. Italians use "prezioso" to describe moments, advice, or
qualities that are considered invaluable or irreplaceable, reflecting the
depth and versatility of the term in everyday language.

Synonyms and Related Terms
The Italian language offers several synonyms and related expressions that
enrich the idea of something being precious. These terms vary slightly in
connotation and usage, providing nuanced ways to describe value or rarity.

Common Synonyms

Raro/Rara - Rare, emphasizing scarcity.

Di valore - Of value, highlighting worth.

Inestimabile - Inestimable, suggesting pricelessness.

Pregevole - Worthy, fine, often used for art or craftsmanship.

Caro/Cara - Dear or beloved, used affectionately.

Contextual Variations
Some synonyms are more appropriate in specific contexts. For example, "raro"
is suitable when emphasizing rarity, while "inestimabile" is often reserved
for priceless objects or abstract concepts like trust or experiences.
Understanding these subtle differences ensures accurate and expressive
communication in Italian.

Usage of Precious in Different Contexts
The word "precious" in Italian adapts to a variety of contexts, from
describing tangible objects to expressing emotional sentiments. Its
versatility makes it a valuable term in both formal and informal settings.



Material Objects
In reference to physical items, "prezioso" is commonly used to describe
jewelry, stones, art, and collectibles. For example, "gioielli preziosi"
means "precious jewelry," and "pietre preziose" refers to "precious stones."

Emotional and Personal Contexts
Italians often use "prezioso" to describe relationships, moments, or
qualities that are deeply valued. Calling someone "prezioso" implies they are
treasured or irreplaceable. Similarly, "tempo prezioso" refers to "precious
time," emphasizing its importance.

Professional and Literary Contexts
In professional or literary Italian, "prezioso" might describe information,
advice, or contributions that are highly valuable. For instance, "un
consiglio prezioso" translates to "precious advice," highlighting the worth
of the guidance given.

Common Phrases and Idiomatic Expressions
Several Italian idioms and phrases incorporate the idea of preciousness,
enriching everyday language and cultural expressions.

Popular Idioms

Valere oro – Literally "to be worth gold," meaning something is
extremely precious or valuable.

Un tesoro prezioso – "A precious treasure," often used metaphorically
for loved ones or cherished memories.

Tenere qualcosa come oro colato – To hold something as "pure gold,"
meaning to consider it extremely valuable or trustworthy.

Essere prezioso come l’aria – "To be as precious as air," indicating
something essential and invaluable.

Expressions in Everyday Use
These phrases are commonly used in daily conversations to express



appreciation or emphasize importance. Understanding and using these idioms
can add cultural depth and fluency to one’s Italian language skills.

Pronunciation and Language Tips
Mastering the pronunciation and correct usage of "prezioso" is essential for
clear communication in Italian. This section provides tips to help non-native
speakers accurately pronounce and apply the term.

Pronunciation Guide
The word "prezioso" is pronounced as [pre-tsi-ˈo-zo]. The stress falls on the
third syllable "o." For the feminine form "preziosa," the pronunciation is
[pre-tsi-ˈo-sa]. Emphasis on correct syllable stress ensures that the word
sounds natural to native speakers.

Grammar and Agreement
As an adjective, "prezioso" must agree in gender and number with the noun it
modifies:

Masculine singular: prezioso

Feminine singular: preziosa

Masculine plural: preziosi

Feminine plural: preziose

For example, "I gioielli preziosi" (the precious jewels) and "Le pietre
preziose" (the precious stones).

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Italian word for 'precious'?
The Italian word for 'precious' is 'prezioso' for masculine and 'preziosa'
for feminine.

How do you say 'precious stone' in Italian?
'Precious stone' in Italian is 'pietra preziosa.'



Can 'prezioso' be used to describe people in
Italian?
Yes, 'prezioso' or 'preziosa' can be used to describe people as valuable or
dear.

What is the pronunciation of 'prezioso' in Italian?
'Prezioso' is pronounced as [pre-tsi-'o-zo] in Italian.

Is there a diminutive form of 'prezioso' in Italian?
There isn't a common diminutive form of 'prezioso,' but affectionate terms
may be used contextually.

How do you use 'prezioso' in a sentence in Italian?
Example: 'Questo anello è molto prezioso' means 'This ring is very precious.'

What are some synonyms of 'prezioso' in Italian?
Synonyms include 'caro,' 'valioso,' and 'raro,' depending on context.

How to say 'my precious' in Italian?
'My precious' in Italian is 'il mio prezioso' (masculine) or 'la mia
preziosa' (feminine).

Does 'prezioso' have a plural form in Italian?
Yes, the plural forms are 'preziosi' for masculine and 'preziose' for
feminine.

Is 'prezioso' used in Italian idioms or expressions?
Yes, for example, 'tempo prezioso' means 'precious time,' emphasizing
something valuable or important.

Additional Resources
1. Il Tesoro Prezioso
Questo romanzo racconta la storia di un giovane archeologo che scopre un
antico tesoro nascosto nelle colline toscane. Tra avventure e misteri, il
protagonista affronta sfide per proteggere questo patrimonio prezioso. Il
libro esplora temi di storia, cultura e il valore inestimabile delle
tradizioni italiane.



2. Prezioso come l'Oro
Una commovente storia d’amore ambientata in una piccola città italiana, dove
due anime si incontrano e condividono momenti preziosi. Il racconto mette in
luce l’importanza dei legami umani e delle emozioni sincere, paragonandoli al
valore dell’oro più puro. Una lettura che celebra la bellezza delle relazioni
autentiche.

3. I Segreti del Gioiello Prezioso
Un thriller avvincente in cui una detective cerca di risolvere il mistero di
un prezioso gioiello scomparso. Tra intrighi e colpi di scena, la storia si
snoda tra le vie di Roma, svelando segreti nascosti nel passato. Perfetto per
chi ama i gialli con un tocco di eleganza e storia.

4. La Pietra Preziosa del Deserto
Ambientato in un affascinante scenario esotico, questo libro narra il viaggio
di una giovane avventuriera alla ricerca di una pietra preziosa leggendaria.
Il racconto esplora la forza della determinazione e il rispetto per le
culture diverse. Un mix di avventura, mistero e introspezione personale.

5. Momenti Preziosi
Una raccolta di racconti brevi che celebra i piccoli istanti di felicità
quotidiana, spesso considerati preziosi solo a posteriori. Ogni storia offre
una riflessione sulla bellezza nascosta nelle cose semplici della vita.
Ideale per chi desidera ritrovare la gratitudine e la meraviglia nel
quotidiano.

6. Il Prezioso Diario di Sofia
La storia di una ragazza che tiene un diario segreto, in cui annota i suoi
pensieri, sogni e paure più profondi. Il diario diventa un simbolo prezioso
di crescita personale e di scoperta di sé. Un libro toccante dedicato a chi
ama le storie intime e sincere.

7. Il Valore Prezioso del Tempo
Un saggio che riflette sull’importanza del tempo nella vita moderna,
invitando a considerarlo come una risorsa preziosa da custodire. L’autore
propone strategie per vivere con più consapevolezza e significato. Un testo
utile per chi vuole migliorare la propria gestione del tempo e trovare
equilibrio.

8. La Collana Preziosa
Un romanzo familiare che ruota attorno a una collana antica, tramandata di
generazione in generazione. La storia svela come questo oggetto prezioso
influenzi le vite dei personaggi e i segreti che custodisce. Un viaggio
emozionante tra passato e presente, ricco di valori e tradizioni.

9. Prezioso Dono della Natura
Un libro illustrato dedicato alla bellezza e all’importanza della natura come
dono prezioso per l’umanità. Attraverso immagini suggestive e testi poetici,
il volume invita a riflettere sulla responsabilità di proteggerla. Perfetto
per lettori di tutte le età che amano l’ambiente e la natura.
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‘tree diagrams’ to show sentence constituents in full clarity. Other strengths include the many
excerpts from coursebooks and resource books, plus the excellent practical tips throughout. --
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construct and its use in international research.
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2023-12-31 The tale of a collective evil force known as Gog and Magog has occupied the imagination
of Jews, Christians, and Muslims for millennia, finding expression in literary and scholarly works and
other cultural artifacts. This book gathers the papers from two conferences at the University of
Erlangen-Nuremberg by scholars ranging from history, to religious studies, to art history, and is the
most thorough work on the subject to date.
  precious in italian language: The Betrothed Alessandro Manzoni, 2024-09-03 Italy’s greatest
novel and a masterpiece of world literature, The Betrothed chronicles the unforgettable romance of
Renzo and Lucia, who endure tyranny, war, famine, and plague to be together. Published in 1827 but
set two centuries earlier, against the tumultuous backdrop of seventeenth-century Lombardy during
the Thirty Years’ War, The Betrothed is the story of two peasant lovers who want nothing more than
to marry. Their region of northern Italy is under Spanish occupation, and when the vicious Spaniard
Don Rodrigo blocks their union in an attempt to take Lucia for himself, the couple must struggle to
persevere against his plots—which include false charges against Renzo and the kidnapping of Lucia
by a robber baron called the Unnamed—while beset by the hazards of war, bread riots, and a
terrifying outbreak of bubonic plague. First and foremost a love story, the novel also weaves issues
of faith, justice, power, and truth into a sweeping epic in the tradition of Ivanhoe, Les Misérables,
and War and Peace. Groundbreakingly populist in its day and hugely influential to succeeding
generations, Alessandro Manzoni’s masterwork has long been considered one of Italy’s national
treasures. Translated by Archibald Colquhoun
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historical topics – particularly medieval – sources on the crusades give a variety of perspectives and
accounts, but Byzantine writers provide a unique outlook on these crucial events. Byzantine Sources
for the Crusades, 1095–1204 brings together important sources on the Crusades into one volume.
The texts translated here include established accounts, such as selections from Anna Komnene’s
description of the passage of the First Crusade in 1096–8, John Kinnamos' writings on the Second
Crusade and Niketas Choniates’ studies on the Second and Third Crusades, particularly covering the
passage of German emperor Frederick I Barbarossa during the latter. However, less well-known
accounts are also translated and provided, such as Zonaras' and the contemporary letters of the
archbishop of Ohrid during the First Crusade, various poems and speeches recorded throughout the
reigns of John II and Manuel I Komnenos and smaller accounts about crusaders passing through the
Byzantine Empire. This book covers up to the Fourth Crusade, in which Niketas Choniates was an
eye-witness to the Siege of Constantinople in 1204 and later a refugee in Nicaea, writing a series of
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by adopting both sociolinguistic and lexicographical perspectives. It attempts to break out of the
limits of the dictionary-ontology paradigm and set British English dictionary-making and research
against a broader background of socio-cultural observations, thus relating the development of
English lexicography to changes in English, accomplishments in English linguistics, social and
cultural progress, and advances in science and technology. It unfolds a vivid, coherent and complete
picture of how English dictionary-making develops from its archetype to the prescriptive, the
historical, the descriptive and finally to the cognitive model, how it interrelates to the course of the
development of a nation's culture and the historical growth of its lexicographical culture, as well as
how English lexicography spreads from British English to other major regional varieties through



inheritance, innovation and self-perfection. This volume will be of interest to students and academics
of English lexicography, English linguistics and world English lexicography.
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the most renowned linguistic scholars alive today. For the second edition, twenty co-editors were
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some 500 new articles by more than 400 authors from 25 countries in addition to the completely
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