
premium economy vs business class british
airways
premium economy vs business class british airways is a common comparison among travelers
seeking comfort and value on long-haul flights. British Airways offers distinct classes designed to
cater to different passenger needs, with premium economy and business class standing out as
popular choices. This article explores the differences between these two classes, focusing on seating
comfort, in-flight services, amenities, and overall travel experience. Understanding these distinctions
can help passengers make informed decisions when booking flights, particularly for transcontinental
or international journeys. Additionally, the article will cover cost considerations and loyalty program
benefits associated with both classes. The goal is to provide a comprehensive overview that highlights
the pros and cons of each option under the lens of premium economy vs business class British
Airways. The following sections will delve into detailed comparisons to assist travelers in selecting the
best class for their travel preferences.

Seating and Cabin Comfort

In-Flight Services and Amenities

Dining Experience

Airport and Boarding Privileges

Cost and Value Analysis

Frequent Flyer and Loyalty Benefits

Seating and Cabin Comfort

The seating and cabin environment are critical factors when comparing premium economy vs
business class British Airways offerings. Both classes provide enhanced comfort compared to
economy, but the level of luxury and space varies significantly.

Premium Economy Seating

British Airways' premium economy, branded as World Traveller Plus, offers passengers larger seats
with more legroom and wider dimensions than standard economy. Seats typically measure around
18.5 to 19 inches in width with a pitch of approximately 38 inches. The seats recline more deeply and
have adjustable footrests and headrests, which add to overall comfort during long flights.



Business Class Seating

Business class, known as Club World on British Airways, features lie-flat seats that transform into fully
horizontal beds, providing superior rest opportunities on overnight or long-haul flights. The seats are
notably wider, generally around 20 inches or more, with additional privacy partitions and advanced
ergonomic designs. Passengers benefit from direct aisle access on many aircraft, which enhances
convenience and personal space.

Lie-flat bed capability

Enhanced seat width and pitch

Increased privacy and personal space

Advanced adjustable features including lumbar support

In-Flight Services and Amenities

In-flight services and amenities distinguish premium economy vs business class British Airways
experience by catering differently to passenger comfort and convenience.

World Traveller Plus Amenities

Passengers in premium economy enjoy amenities such as noise-reducing headphones, larger
entertainment screens, amenity kits with essential toiletries, and enhanced blankets and pillows. The
cabin is smaller and quieter than economy, providing a more relaxed atmosphere.

Club World Amenities

Business class passengers receive a more extensive range of amenities, including premium noise-
canceling headphones, luxury amenity kits with skincare products, pajamas on longer flights, and
higher-quality bedding. Additionally, Club World cabins often feature mood lighting and more
attentive service from dedicated cabin crew.

Dining Experience

Dining options play a significant role in differentiating premium economy vs business class British
Airways services. The quality, variety, and presentation of meals vary notably between the two



classes.

Premium Economy Dining

World Traveller Plus passengers are offered upgraded meal options compared to economy, with multi-
course meals served on china with metal cutlery. The menu includes a selection of wines and
beverages, although the choices are more limited than in business class. Meals are served at
designated times with attentive but less personalized service.

Business Class Dining

Club World provides a gourmet dining experience featuring a la carte menus with multiple courses.
Passengers can pre-order meals and enjoy flexible dining times. The wine list includes premium
labels, and meals are presented with fine china, glassware, and silverware. The service is highly
personalized, with cabin crew attending to individual preferences.

Multi-course gourmet menus

Extensive wine and beverage selections

Flexible dining schedules

Premium presentation and service

Airport and Boarding Privileges

Beyond the in-flight experience, airport services and boarding procedures contribute to the overall
value of premium economy vs business class British Airways travel.

Premium Economy Airport Services

Passengers traveling in World Traveller Plus benefit from dedicated check-in counters, priority
boarding ahead of economy, and additional checked baggage allowance. While lounge access is
generally not included, some exceptions may apply depending on the route or frequent flyer status.



Business Class Airport Services

Club World passengers enjoy an elevated range of airport privileges, including access to exclusive
lounges such as the British Airways Galleries Club Lounges and the Concorde Room on select routes.
Additional perks include fast-track security, priority baggage handling, and premium check-in
facilities. These services significantly reduce wait times and enhance the pre-flight experience.

Cost and Value Analysis

Cost is a key consideration when evaluating premium economy vs business class British Airways
fares. While business class tickets command a substantial premium, the value proposition depends on
traveler priorities, flight length, and budget.

Price Differences

Business class fares on British Airways can be two to three times higher than premium economy
tickets on the same route. However, the increased comfort, amenities, and services justify the price
for many business travelers or those seeking maximum comfort.

Value Considerations

Premium economy offers a middle ground between economy and business, balancing comfort
and cost

Business class is ideal for passengers prioritizing rest, privacy, and extensive service

For shorter flights, premium economy may provide sufficient upgrades without the high cost

For long-haul or overnight flights, business class's lie-flat beds and enhanced amenities can
significantly improve the travel experience

Frequent Flyer and Loyalty Benefits

British Airways' loyalty program, Executive Club, offers different benefits to passengers depending on
their travel class, which influences the premium economy vs business class British Airways
comparison.



Benefits for Premium Economy Passengers

World Traveller Plus travelers earn Avios points and tier credits, although at a reduced rate compared
to business class. Elite tier members may receive additional perks such as priority boarding or extra
baggage allowance, but premium economy generally has limited access to elite services.

Business Class Loyalty Advantages

Club World passengers earn significantly more Avios and tier points, accelerating progress toward
elite status. They also benefit from priority services and greater access to upgrades and exclusive
lounges. These advantages enhance the overall travel experience for frequent flyers and business
travelers.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main differences between British Airways
Premium Economy and Business Class?
The main differences include seat comfort and space, with Business Class offering fully flat beds and
more privacy compared to Premium Economy's recliner-style seats. Business Class also provides
enhanced dining options, lounge access, priority boarding, and additional baggage allowance.

Is Premium Economy on British Airways worth the upgrade
over Economy?
Yes, Premium Economy offers significantly more legroom, wider seats, better meals, and priority
boarding, making it a worthwhile upgrade for many travelers seeking extra comfort without the high
cost of Business Class.

How much more expensive is British Airways Business Class
compared to Premium Economy?
Business Class fares on British Airways can be approximately 2 to 3 times higher than Premium
Economy fares, depending on the route and time of booking.

Do British Airways Business Class passengers get lounge
access compared to Premium Economy?
Yes, Business Class passengers have access to British Airways lounges, while Premium Economy
passengers typically do not, unless they have elite status or pay for lounge access separately.



Can British Airways Premium Economy passengers earn the
same frequent flyer points as Business Class?
Premium Economy passengers earn fewer Avios points and tier points compared to Business Class
passengers, which affects the speed of reaching elite status.

What are the meal service differences between British
Airways Premium Economy and Business Class?
Business Class features multi-course meals with premium beverages and fine dining options, while
Premium Economy offers upgraded meals compared to Economy but with fewer courses and more
limited beverage selections.

Are the seats in British Airways Premium Economy adjustable
to a flat bed like Business Class?
No, Premium Economy seats are more comfortable and recline more than Economy seats but do not
convert into fully flat beds like Business Class seats.

Which cabin offers better in-flight entertainment on British
Airways, Premium Economy or Business Class?
Both cabins offer personal screens with a wide selection of entertainment, but Business Class typically
provides larger screens and noise-cancelling headphones for a superior experience.

Additional Resources
1. Flying High: Comparing Premium Economy and Business Class on British Airways
This book offers an in-depth comparison between British Airways' Premium Economy and Business
Class cabins. It covers seating comfort, in-flight services, meal quality, and entertainment options.
Readers will gain insights into which class offers the best value for different types of travelers.

2. The British Airways Experience: Premium Economy vs Business Class
Explore the nuances of British Airways' premium cabins in this comprehensive guide. The author
shares personal experiences, reviews, and expert tips to help passengers decide between Premium
Economy and Business Class. The book also discusses pricing strategies and loyalty program benefits.

3. Traveling in Style: British Airways Premium Economy and Business Class Unveiled
This title delves into the luxury and convenience factors of British Airways’ upgraded cabins. Detailed
descriptions of seating layouts, amenities, and airport lounge access help travelers understand the
differences. It also includes advice on how to upgrade and maximize comfort on long-haul flights.

4. From Comfort to Luxury: A Traveler’s Guide to British Airways Premium Economy and Business
Class
Designed for discerning travelers, this book contrasts the comfort levels and services of Premium
Economy and Business Class on British Airways. It highlights the benefits of each class for various trip
types, including business travel and leisure. The guide also features practical tips on booking and



frequent flyer perks.

5. British Airways Cabin Classes Compared: Premium Economy vs Business Class
An analytical approach to comparing British Airways’ cabin classes, this book examines technical
details such as seat pitch, recline, and in-flight service standards. Readers will find charts and
photographs that illustrate the differences clearly. The book aims to help travelers make informed
decisions based on their preferences and budget.

6. Luxury in the Skies: Understanding British Airways’ Premium Economy and Business Class
This book explores the evolving standards of air travel luxury with a focus on British Airways. It
discusses how Premium Economy bridges the gap between Economy and Business Class, offering a
middle ground for comfort and price. The narrative includes passenger testimonials and expert
commentary on flight experience trends.

7. Upgrade or Not? British Airways Premium Economy vs Business Class Decisions
A practical guide dedicated to helping travelers decide whether to upgrade from Premium Economy to
Business Class on British Airways flights. It addresses cost-benefit analysis, frequent flyer program
advantages, and the impact of upgrades on travel experience. Real-world examples and case studies
provide clear decision-making frameworks.

8. British Airways Premium Economy and Business Class: A Comparative Review
This detailed review book covers all aspects of flying British Airways in Premium Economy and
Business Class. From check-in to arrival, each step of the journey is compared to highlight differences
in service and comfort. The book also includes tips on how to find the best deals and navigate British
Airways’ booking system.

9. The Traveler’s Handbook: Navigating British Airways Premium Economy and Business Class
Perfect for first-time flyers and seasoned travelers alike, this handbook explains the features and
benefits of British Airways’ Premium Economy and Business Class. It offers practical advice on what to
expect, how to pack, and how to enjoy the amenities offered in each cabin. The book also explores
the evolving airline industry trends impacting these classes.
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unprecedented financial and operational uncertainties, not only in the wake of COVID-19 but across
the industry. Their responses provide valuable lessons for the future – for airlines, for related
industries, and for all sectors that find unexpected upheaval suddenly in their path. As a truly global
business, the airline industry offers countless lessons in navigating uncertainty and the necessity of
continual business transformation. The Airline Industry – A Comprehensive Overview: Dynamic
Trends and Transformations is an up-to-date ‘state of the nation’ perspective on the airline industry.
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Its dedicated and detailed focus on airlines makes the book an invaluable tool in deciphering how
airlines have been run and managed to date and provides a roadmap for the future evolution of the
industry. The author has interviewed countless airline and related industry professionals in their
respective fields of expertise, which adds layers of real-world insight to every chapter. Written in a
lively and accessible style that will appeal to readers whether they are in academia or the airline
industry, The Airline Industry – A Comprehensive Overview: Dynamic Trends and Transformations is
essential reading for airline employees and undergraduate and postgraduate students and a vital
point of reference for lecturers and researchers, economists, and business analysts looking for a
thorough and commercial guide to the airline industry.
  premium economy vs business class british airways: The Survivor's Guide to Business
Travel Roger Collis, 2002 * Fully updated new edition from columnist Roger Collis
  premium economy vs business class british airways: Mileage Pro The Insider's Guide to
Frequent Flyer Programs Tim Winship, 2005
  premium economy vs business class british airways: Passengers' experiences of air travel
Great Britain: Parliament: House of Commons: Transport Committee, 2007-07-26 Air travel has
expanded hugely and in 2005, 228 million passengers travelled through UK airports. This title looks
at the passenger experience of air travel from purchasing a ticket to boarding the plane, including
travel to and from the airport, check-in and security, and complaint resolution.
  premium economy vs business class british airways: The Airline Business Rigas Doganis,
2005-11-16 The second edition of Rigas Doganis' book brings the airline industry story up to date,
exploring airline mergers and alliances, price wars, the impact of disasters and the future prospects
for the industry as a whole.
  premium economy vs business class british airways: Flying Off Course IV ,
  premium economy vs business class british airways: Services Marketing: People,
Technology, Strategy (Eighth Edition) Jochen Wirtz, Christopher Lovelock, 2016-03-29 Services
Marketing: People, Technology, Strategy is the eighth edition of the globally leading textbook for
Services Marketing by Jochen Wirtz and Christopher Lovelock, extensively updated to feature the
latest academic research, industry trends, and technology, social media and case examples.This
textbook takes on a strong managerial approach presented through a coherent and progressive
pedagogical framework rooted in solid academic research. Featuring cases and examples from all
over the world, Services Marketing: People, Technology, Strategy is suitable for students who want
to gain a wider managerial view of Services Marketing.
  premium economy vs business class british airways: Talking about Food Sofia Rüdiger,
Susanne Mühleisen, 2020-06-15 All humans eat and all humans speak – activities which in social life
often, but not always, co-occur: We talk while eating and drinking with others, but food is also a
prominent literal and metaphorical discursive topic which contributes to establishing communities
and identities. This omnipresence of eating and drinking in our daily lives has led to a public
fascination with foodways. The contributions in this edited collection investigate the connection
between language and food from a variety of perspectives. As food discourses operate on local,
global, and mediated levels, they are intertwined with notions of identity and culture and thus shed
light on intimate understandings of ourselves as human beings. Talking about Food – The Social and
the Global in Eating Communities provides up-to-date and thought-provoking contributions to the
linguistics of food. The book is essential reading for anyone interested in food-related subjects.
  premium economy vs business class british airways: The Luxury Strategy Jean-Noël
Kapferer, Vincent Bastien, 2012-09-03 Discover the secrets to successful luxury brand management
with this bestselling guide written by two of the world's leading experts on luxury branding,
Jean-Noël Kapferer and Vincent Bastien, providing a unique blueprint for luxury brands and
companies. Having established itself as the definitive work on the essence of a luxury brand
strategy, this book defines the differences between premium and luxury brands and products,
analyzing the nature of true luxury brands and turning established marketing 'rules' upside-down.
Written by two world experts on luxury branding, The Luxury Strategy provides the first rigorous



blueprint for the effective management of luxury brands and companies at the highest level. This
fully revised second edition of The Luxury Strategy explores the diversity of meanings of 'luxury'
across different markets. It rationalizes those business models that have achieved profitability and
unveils the original methods that were used to transform small family businesses such as Ferrari,
Louis Vuitton, Cartier, Chanel, Armani, Gucci, and Ralph Lauren into profitable global brands. Now
with a new section on marketing and selling luxury goods online and the impact of social networks
and digital developments, this book has truly cemented its position as the authority on luxury
strategy.
  premium economy vs business class british airways: Cyberstrike: DC James Barrington,
Richard Benham, 2021-04-08 Ben Morgan is back, and the stakes have never been higher. In Iraq, a
surprise attack decimates the IS leadership. Revenge is sworn. A terrorist mastermind conceives a
double-strike against America and Britain. Ten years later, cyberattacks hit both sides of the
Atlantic. SAS soldiers are stricken by a silent chemical killer as London faces a devastating bombing
attack. But the bigger and most dangerous threat is to Washington D.C., an attack that could cripple
the West. In Washington, with the terrorist deadline looming, Ben Morgan puts the pieces together
and finally glimpses the full extent of the plot. But stopping it will take everything he’s got. And
more. A scintillating technothriller from a bestselling author and a cybersecurity expert,Cyberstrike
DC is perfect for fans of Tom Clancy and James Swallow.
  premium economy vs business class british airways: Around the World in Fifty Sites! Susan
Battersby, 2019-03-15 Many people create a bucket list of things to do before they die. But how
many of these are chosen by other people, in particular by the British public? In 2002, the BBC aired
a programme entitled Fifty places to see before you die - a list of cities, natural wonders and ancient
sites, chosen as the best places to see from around the world. This hour long programme changed
my life! I met my husband, Richard, on holiday in Venezuela in 2000, and like everybody else, we
would trawl through the travel brochures looking for inspiration for our holidays. After watching this
television programme, I made the decision that we would make every effort to visit all the fifty sites
listed. It took us twelve years to complete our journey, and this is my story, based on your chosen
itinerary.
  premium economy vs business class british airways: Palm Beach Life , 2004 Since 1906,
Palm Beach Life has been the premier showcase of island living at its finest — fashion, interiors,
landscapes, personality profiles, society news and much more.
  premium economy vs business class british airways: The English Oligarch Paul A.
Kazakov, 2023-09-25 In the tumultuous wake of Gorbachev's historic call for 'perestroika' in 1985,
four ambitious university students find themselves at a crossroads that will forever alter their
destinies; bound by dreams of wealth, their loyalty fractures as greed drives them to betrayal and
even murder. Enter the riveting world crafted by author Paul A. Kazakov in The English Oligarch, a
gripping tale of friendship, betrayal, and the cutthroat pursuit of power. Kazakov masterfully weaves
a tale that demands the reader's attention, set against the backdrop of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics' dramatic dissolution in 1991. Kazakov guides us through the labyrinthine corridors of
power and corruption, shedding light on the tumultuous era of Yeltsin's anarchical presidency. As
the characters navigate the treacherous waters of political upheaval and personal vendettas, the
lines blur between friend and foe, ally and adversary.
  premium economy vs business class british airways: Vortex Rising Mike Upton,
2011-09-16 VORTEX RISING This third part of the trilogy again features Mark Watson, who
appeared in AMBITIONS END and WINNERS NEVER LOSE, but he is now considerably older than
in the first two books; he has been knighted for services to industry; is Chairman of several
companues as well as a non-executive director of two Charities. He continues to wheel and deal in
the cut throat world of big business, something at which he excels. However, secretly recruited for a
top secret project to run alongside his demanding business activities, now for the first time in his
career he becomes enmeshed in politics at the highest level as the worlds of Monarchy and
Government intermingle and clash. Simultaneously managing the project along with his demanding



business roles which involve takeovers and sell-offs, negotiations with Chinese bankers and Russian
businessmen the action takes him to America and Russia. At the same time while continuing to cheat
on his wife and a succession of girlfriends, Mark needs to draw on all his acumen, tough approach to
life and innate desire to succeed as the story builds to its climax.
  premium economy vs business class british airways: Buying the Big Jets Paul Clark,
2016-04-15 Selecting the right aircraft for an airline operation is a vastly complex process, involving
a multitude of skills and considerable knowledge of the business. Buying The Big Jets was first
published in 2001 to provide guidance to those involved in aircraft selection strategies. This Second
Edition brings the picture fully up to date, incorporating new discussion on the strategies of low-cost
carriers, and the significance of the aircraft cabin for long-haul operations. Latest developments in
aircraft products are covered and there are fresh examples of best practice in airline fleet planning
techniques. The book is essential reading for airline planners with fleet planning responsibility,
consultancy groups, analysts studying aircraft performance and economics, airline operational
personnel, students of air transport, leasing companies, aircraft value appraisers, and all who
manage commercial aircraft acquisition programmes and provide strategic advice to
decision-makers. This book is also a valuable tool for the banking community where insights into
aircraft acquisition decisions are vital. Buying The Big Jets is an industry-specific example of
strategic planning and is therefore a vital text for students engaged in graduate or post-graduate
studies either in aeronautics or business administration.
  premium economy vs business class british airways: Flying Off Course Rigas Doganis,
2009-12-18 The airline industry presents an enigma. High growth rates in recent decades have
produced only marginal profitability. This book sets out to explain, in clear and simple terms, why
this should be so. It provides a unique insight into the economics and marketing of international
airlines. Flying Off Course has established itself over the years as the indispensable guide to the
inner workings of this exciting industry. This enlarged fourth edition, largely re-written and
completely updated, takes into account the sweeping changes which have affected airlines in recent
years. It includes much new material on many key topics such as airline costs, ‘open skies’ , air
cargo economics, charters and new trends in airline pricing. It also contains two exciting new
chapters on the economics of the low-cost no frills carriers and on the future prospects of the
industry. The book provides a practical insight into key aspects of airline operations, planning and
marketing within the conceptual framework of economics . It is given added force by the author’s
hands-on former experiences as a Chairman and CEO of Olympic Airways and as a non-executive
Director of South African Airways while he is currently a non-executive Director of easyJet.
  premium economy vs business class british airways: Buying the Big Jets Professor Paul
Clark, 2012-10-01 Selecting the right aircraft for an airline operation is a vastly complex process,
involving a multitude of skills and considerable knowledge of the business. Buying The Big Jets was
first published in 2001 to provide guidance to those involved in aircraft selection strategies. This
Second Edition brings the picture fully up to date, incorporating new discussion on the strategies of
low-cost carriers, and the significance of the aircraft cabin for long-haul operations. Latest
developments in aircraft products are covered and there are fresh examples of best practice in
airline fleet planning techniques.
  premium economy vs business class british airways: Straight and Level Stephen Holloway,
2016-12-14 This third edition of Straight and Level thoroughly updates the previous edition with
extensive comments on recent industry developments and emerging business models. The discussion
is illustrated by current examples drawn from all sectors of the industry and every region of the
world. The fundamental structure of earlier editions, now widely used as a framework for air
transport management courses, nonetheless remains unchanged. Part 1 of the book provides a
strategic context within which to consider the industry's economics. Part 2 is built around a simple
yet powerful model that relates operating revenue to operating cost; it examines the most important
elements in demand and traffic, price and yield, output and unit cost. Part 3 probes more deeply into
three critical aspects of capacity management: network management; fleet management; and



revenue management. Part 4 concludes the book by exploring relationships between unit revenue,
unit cost, yield, and load factor. Straight and Level has been written primarily for masters-level
students on aviation management courses. The book should also be useful to final year
undergraduates wanting to prepare for more advanced study. Amongst practitioners, it will appeal
to established managers moving from functional posts into general management. More broadly,
anyone with knowledge of the airline industry who wants to gain a deeper understanding of its
economics at a practical level and an insight into the reasons for its financial volatility should find
the book of interest.
  premium economy vs business class british airways: Airline Operations and Management
Gerald N. Cook, Bruce G. Billig, 2023-05-04 Airline Operations and Management: A Management
Textbook presents a survey of the airline industry, with a strong managerial perspective. It
integrates and applies the fundamentals of several management disciplines, particularly operations,
marketing, economics and finance, to develop a comprehensive overview. It also provides readers
with a solid historical background, and offers a global perspective of the industry, with examples
drawn from airlines around the world. Updates for the second edition include: Fresh data and
examples A range of international case studies exploring real-life applications New or increased
coverage of key topics such as the COVID-19 pandemic, state aid, and new business models New
chapters on fleet management and labor relations and HRM Lecture slides for instructors This
textbook is for advanced undergraduate and graduate students of airline management, but it should
also be useful to entry and junior-level airline managers and professionals seeking to expand their
knowledge of the industry beyond their functional area.
  premium economy vs business class british airways: Airline Marketing and Management
Stephen Shaw, 2020-09-10 Through six previous editions, Airline Marketing and Management has
established itself as the leading textbook for students of marketing and its application to today's
airline industry, as well as a reference work for those with a professional interest in the area.
Carefully revised, the seventh edition of this internationally successful book examines an
exceptionally turbulent period for the industry. It features new material on: *Changes in customer
needs, particularly regarding more business travellers choosing - or being forced - to travel
economy, and analysis of the bankruptcy of 'All Business Class' airlines. * An explanation of the
US/EU 'Open Skies' agreement and analysis of its impact. *The increase in alliance activity and
completion of several recent mergers, and the marketing advantages and disadvantages that have
resulted. * Product adjustments that airlines must make to adapt to changes in the marketing
environment, such as schedule re-adjustments and the reconfiguration of aircraft cabins. *Changes
in pricing philosophies, with, for example, airlines moving to 'A La Carte' pricing, whereby baggage,
catering and priority boarding are paid for as extras. *Airline websites and their role as both a
selling and distributing tool. *The future of airline marketing. A review of the structure of the air
transport market and the marketing environment is followed by detailed chapters examining
business and marketing strategies, product design and management, pricing and revenue
management, current and future distribution channels, and selling, advertising and promotional
policies. The reader will benefit from greater understanding of both marketing and airline industry
jargon and from knowledge obtained regarding the extraordinary strategic challenges now facing
aviation. Written in a straightforward, easy-to-read style and combining up-to-date and relevant
examples drawn from the worldwide aviation industry, this new edition will further enhance the
book's reputation for providing the ideal introduction to the subject.
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