pop culture topics for essays

pop culture topics for essays offer a rich and engaging avenue for exploring
contemporary society, media, and trends. These topics allow writers to analyze the
influence of popular culture on individual identity, social norms, and global interactions.
From music and film to social media and fashion, pop culture reflects the values, conflicts,
and aspirations of modern life. Understanding how to select and approach these essay
topics can enhance critical thinking and provide insightful commentary on current societal
dynamics. This article will guide readers through a variety of compelling pop culture topics
for essays, organized into thematic categories. Each section will delve into relevant
subtopics, providing depth and context for effective essay writing. The following table of
contents outlines the main areas to be explored in detail.

Influence of Media and Entertainment

Social Media and Digital Culture

Music and Its Cultural Impact

Fashion Trends and Identity

Celebrity Culture and Society

Influence of Media and Entertainment

Media and entertainment are central to contemporary pop culture, shaping perceptions and
behaviors worldwide. Essays focused on this area can examine how television, movies, and
streaming services reflect and influence societal values. The portrayal of gender roles, race,
and politics in media content remains a rich field for analysis. Exploring the evolution of
entertainment and its impact on audiences reveals the dynamic relationship between
culture and consumption.

Representation in Film and Television

Representation in film and television is a critical topic for essays, addressing how various
groups are depicted and the implications of these portrayals. Discussions often focus on
diversity, stereotypes, and the push for inclusive storytelling. Analyzing specific examples
from popular shows or movies can highlight progress or ongoing challenges in media
representation.



Impact of Streaming Services

The rise of streaming platforms has transformed how audiences access and consume

entertainment. Essays can explore the cultural significance of binge-watching, original
content production, and the global reach of streaming services. This topic also invites
examination of changes in traditional media industries and viewer habits.

Media Influence on Social Norms

Media shapes social norms by reinforcing or challenging cultural expectations. Essays can
investigate how media content influences attitudes toward relationships, beauty standards,
and morality. This subtopic emphasizes the power of entertainment in molding public
opinion and behavior.

Social Media and Digital Culture

Social media platforms are pivotal in defining modern pop culture, affecting communication
patterns and cultural trends. Essays on this subject can analyze the role of social media in
identity formation, activism, and information dissemination. The digital culture created by
these technologies offers numerous angles for critical exploration.

Social Media and Identity

Social media profoundly impacts how individuals construct and present their identities.
Essays can discuss the curated nature of online personas, the psychology of social
validation, and the implications for self-esteem. This subtopic also covers issues of privacy
and authenticity in the digital age.

Influencer Culture and Marketing

The rise of influencers has revolutionized marketing and consumer behavior. Essays can
examine the economics of influencer culture, ethical considerations, and the effects on
followers. This area highlights the intersection of commerce and personal branding within
pop culture.

Social Media's Role in Social Movements

Social media has become a powerful tool for activism and social change. Essays can
explore how platforms facilitate awareness, mobilization, and community building. This
subtopic also addresses challenges such as misinformation and online harassment.



Music and Its Cultural Impact

Music remains a fundamental component of pop culture, reflecting and shaping cultural
identities and social movements. Essays on music can cover genres, historical trends, and
the relationship between music and politics. The cultural significance of music provides a
fertile ground for in-depth analysis.

Evolution of Music Genres

The development of music genres reveals broader cultural shifts and influences. Essays can
trace the origins and transformations of styles such as hip-hop, rock, or electronic music,
highlighting their impact on society and youth culture.

Music as a Form of Protest

Music has long served as a vehicle for political expression and protest. Essays can
investigate how artists use lyrics and performances to address social injustices, inspire
movements, and challenge authority.

Globalization and Music

Globalization has facilitated cross-cultural exchanges in music, leading to hybrid genres and
international popularity of diverse artists. This subtopic explores the effects of global
connectivity on music production, distribution, and consumption.

Fashion Trends and Identity

Fashion is a visible and influential aspect of pop culture, often used to express identity,
status, and cultural belonging. Essays can explore the relationship between fashion trends
and social change, consumerism, and personal expression.

Fashion as Social Commentary

Fashion often reflects societal attitudes and critiques. Essays can analyze how designers
and trends comment on politics, gender norms, and cultural issues, turning clothing into a
form of social dialogue.

Sustainability in Fashion

The growing awareness of environmental issues has impacted the fashion industry. Essays
can discuss sustainable fashion movements, ethical production, and consumer
responsibility within pop culture contexts.



Fashion and Subcultures

Many subcultures use distinctive fashion styles to assert identity and group membership.
Essays can explore the origins and significance of styles associated with movements such
as punk, goth, or hip-hop.

Celebrity Culture and Society

Celebrity culture is a defining feature of pop culture, influencing public perceptions and
social values. Essays can investigate the role of celebrities in shaping trends, politics, and
societal norms. The phenomenon of fame itself offers numerous analytical perspectives.

Impact of Celebrity Endorsements

Celebrity endorsements significantly affect consumer behavior and brand success. Essays
can explore the effectiveness, ethics, and cultural implications of celebrity influence in
marketing.

Media Obsession with Celebrity Lives

The intense media focus on celebrities fosters a culture of fascination and scrutiny. Essays
can analyze the consequences of this obsession for privacy, mental health, and public
discourse.

Celebrities as Political Influencers

Celebrities increasingly engage in political discourse and activism. Essays can examine
their roles in raising awareness, shaping opinions, and mobilizing support for causes.
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Frequently Asked Questions

How has social media influenced modern pop culture?

Social media has drastically shaped modern pop culture by enabling rapid dissemination of
trends, fostering new forms of celebrity through influencers, and creating interactive
platforms where fans and creators engage directly.

What role does nostalgia play in the current pop culture
landscape?

Nostalgia plays a significant role by driving the revival of past trends, reboots of classic TV
shows and movies, and influencing fashion, providing comfort and familiarity in rapidly
changing times.

How do streaming services impact the diversity of pop
culture content?

Streaming services have expanded access to diverse voices and stories by offering global
platforms for creators from various backgrounds, leading to more inclusive and varied pop
culture content.

In what ways has pop culture addressed social justice
issues in recent years?

Pop culture has increasingly incorporated social justice themes, using music, film, and
celebrity activism to raise awareness, challenge stereotypes, and promote conversations
about race, gender, and equality.



How has the rise of fandom communities changed the
production of pop culture?

Fandom communities have influenced pop culture production by providing direct feedback,
inspiring creators, and even affecting storylines and character developments through active
engagement and advocacy.

What is the significance of memes in contemporary pop
culture?

Memes serve as a form of cultural expression and communication, reflecting current
events, humor, and social commentary, while shaping collective identity and trends in an
accessible and viral manner.

How do celebrity scandals affect public perception in
pop culture?

Celebrity scandals often impact public perception by influencing a celebrity's reputation,
shaping media narratives, and sparking broader discussions about ethics, privacy, and the
nature of fame.

Additional Resources

1. Understanding Pop Culture: Essays on Media and Identity

This book offers a collection of essays that explore how pop culture shapes individual and
collective identities. It examines television, music, film, and social media, analyzing their
roles in reflecting and influencing societal values. The essays provide critical insights into
the intersections of culture, politics, and technology.

2. The Rise of Fandom: How Pop Culture Communities Influence Media

Focusing on fan communities and their impact on media production, this book delves into
the dynamics between creators and audiences. It explores fan fiction, conventions, and
online forums as spaces where cultural meanings are negotiated. The essays highlight the
power of fandom in shaping popular narratives and trends.

3. Icons and Idols: The Making of Celebrity in Modern Culture

This collection investigates the construction of celebrity personas in contemporary society.
It addresses the role of media, public relations, and social platforms in crafting and
sustaining fame. The essays also consider the cultural implications of celebrity worship and
critique.

4. From Comics to Blockbusters: The Evolution of Superheroes in Pop Culture

Tracing the journey of superheroes from comic books to major film franchises, this book
examines their cultural significance and transformations. It discusses themes of heroism,
morality, and identity, illustrating how superheroes reflect societal anxieties and
aspirations. The essays provide a comprehensive look at this enduring genre.

5. Music Matters: Essays on Pop, Identity, and Social Change



This volume explores the powerful role of popular music in shaping social movements and
personal identities. It analyzes genres ranging from hip-hop to pop, considering their
cultural contexts and messages. The essays reveal how music serves as a form of
resistance, expression, and community building.

6. Streaming Culture: The Impact of Digital Media on Pop Culture Consumption

Examining the shift from traditional media to streaming platforms, this book discusses how
digital technology has transformed how audiences engage with pop culture. It explores
binge-watching, algorithmic recommendations, and the changing economics of media
industries. The essays consider both opportunities and challenges in the era of digital
consumption.

7. Gender and Representation in Popular Culture

This collection addresses how gender identities and roles are depicted and contested in
various pop culture texts. It includes essays on film, television, advertising, and video
games, highlighting issues of stereotyping, empowerment, and diversity. The book
encourages critical reflection on the power of media to shape social norms.

8. Pop Culture and Politics: The Intersection of Entertainment and Activism

Focusing on the relationship between pop culture and political movements, this book
explores how entertainment can inspire social change. It examines celebrity activism,
politically charged music, and satirical media as tools for engagement. The essays illustrate
the potential and limits of pop culture as a platform for political discourse.

9. The Science Fiction Lens: Exploring Society Through Speculative Pop Culture

This book offers essays that analyze science fiction as a mirror for contemporary societal
issues. It covers literature, film, and television, discussing themes such as technology,
identity, and dystopia. The essays highlight how speculative pop culture invites critical
thinking about the future and human experience.
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pop culture topics for essays: Common Culture Michael Petracca, Madeleine Sorapure,
2001 For freshman composition courses. From Barbie to the Internet, the Simpsons to the malls, this
engaging text on pop culture helps students develop critical and analytical skills and write clear
prose while reading, thinking, and writing about subjects they find inherently interesting. Spanning
a full range of topics, it provides key reading and writing strategies, and contains essays addressing
a topic generally and then explores related material in depth. In addition to the readings, each
section begins with a catchy cultural artifact that leads students into a detailed introduction,
discussion questions, essay topics, and suggestions for further reading and research.

pop culture topics for essays: Popular Culture Laura Buzzard, Don LePan, Nora Ruddock,
Alexandria Stuart, 2023-07-24 Popular Culture: A Broadview Topics Reader is an accessible
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collection of non-fiction writing for composition students and students of popular culture. The
anthology takes an expansive view of its subject, encompassing advertising, code-switching, social
media, emerging technologies, the body positivity movement, cultural appropriation, and more. A
wide variety of genres are represented, from personal and literary essays to journalism and
academic writing. Selections are arranged by theme; the book also includes an alternative table of
contents listing material by genre and rhetorical style, as well as suggested pairings of pieces that
complement each other. Headnotes, explanatory notes, and discussion questions facilitate student
engagement with each piece. A selection of color images features advertisements, journalistic
photography, and other materials that aim to prompt classroom discussion.

pop culture topics for essays: Pop Culture Matters Martin F. Norden, Robert E. Weir,
2019-03-05 We immerse ourselves daily in expressions of popular culture—YouTube videos, hip hop
music, movies, adverts, greeting cards, videogames, and comics, to name just a few
possibilities—and far too often we pay only scant critical attention to them. The essays in this
collection redress this situation by probing a wide range of topics within the field of popular culture
studies. Written in engaging and jargon-free prose, contributions critically examine various offerings
in film, television, social media, music, literature, sports, and related areas. Moreover, they often
pay special attention to the ways in which these pop culture artefacts intersect with issues of race,
ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, age, and ability. Providing a rich mixture of broad perspectives
and intriguing case studies, the essays form a compelling mosaic of findings and viewpoints on
popular culture. Exploring everything from toxic masculinity in twenty-first century television
programmes to gendered greeting cards and adult colouring books, this provocative volume is
essential reading for anyone interested in that fabricated and all-pervasive environment we call
popular culture.

pop culture topics for essays: Popular Culture as Everyday Life Dennis D. Waskul, Phillip
Vannini, 2015-11-19 In Popular Culture and Everyday Life Phillip Vannini and Dennis Waskul have
brought together a variety of short essays that illustrate the many ways that popular culture
intersects with mundane experiences of everyday life. Most essays are written in a reflexive
ethnographic style, primarily through observation and personal narrative, to convey insights at an
intimate level that will resonate with most readers. Some of the topics are so mundane they are
legitimately universal (sleeping, getting dressed, going to the bathroom, etc.), others are common
enough that most readers will directly identify in some way (watching television, using mobile
phones, playing video games, etc.), while some topics will appeal more-or-less depending on a
reader’s gender, interests, and recreational pastimes (putting on makeup, watching the Super Bowl,
homemaking, etc.). This book will remind readers of their own similar experiences, provide
opportunities to reflect upon them in new ways, as well as compare and contrast how experiences
relayed in these pages relate to lived experiences. The essays will easily translate into rich and lively
classroom discussions that shed new light on a familiar, taken-for-granted everyday life—both
individually and collectively. At the beginning of the book, the authors have provided a grid that
shows the topics and themes that each article touches on. This book is for popular culture classes,
and will also be an asset in courses on the sociology of everyday life, ethnography, and social

psychology.

pop culture topics for essays: The World is a Text: Writing About Visual and Popular Culture
Jonathan Silverman, Dean Rader, 2018-04-30 Wherever we look today, popular culture greets us
with “texts” that make implicit arguments; this book helps students to think and write critically
about these texts. The World Is a Text teaches critical reading, writing, and argument in the context
of pop-culture and visual examples, showing students how to “read” everyday objects and visual
texts with basic semiotics. The book shows how texts of all kinds, from a painting to a university
building to a pair of sneakers, make complex arguments through their use of signs and symbols, and
shows students how to make these arguments in their own essays. This new edition is rich with
images, real-world examples, writing and discussion prompts, and examples of academic and student
writing. The first part of the book is a rhetoric covering argumentation, research, the writing




process, and adapting from high-school to college writing, while the second part explores writing
about specific cultural topics. Notes, instruction, and advice about research are woven into the text,
with research instruction closely tied to the topic being discussed. New to the updated compact
edition are chapters on fashion, sports, and nature and the environment.

pop culture topics for essays: Popular Culture Studies Across the Curriculum Ray B.
Browne, 2005-01-13 Academic curricula are being strengthened and enriched through the
enlightened realization that no discipline is complete unto itself. In the interdisciplinary studies that
result, the one theme that remains universal is popular culture. Academia throughout the disciplines
is rapidly coming to understand that it should be used in courses campus-wide and on all levels. All
in the world of education benefit from the use of the cultures around them. This work emphasizes
the need for interdisciplinary mingling and explores the ways in which instructors can utilize
popular culture studies in order to deepen both their own areas of specialization and their students'
appreciation of education. The collection of 18 essays spans campus curricula, including the
humanities (English literature, American studies, folklore and popular culture), the social sciences
(anthropology, history, sociology and communications), religion and philosophy, geography, women's
studies, economics and sports. Also addressed is the importance of popular culture courses in both
community colleges and high school settings.

pop culture topics for essays: Cultural Theory and Popular Culture John Storey, 2014-05-22 In
this 6th edition of his successful Cultural Theory and Popular Culture: An Introduction, John Storey
has extensively revised the text throughout. As before, the book presents a clear and critical survey
of competing theories of and various approaches to popular culture. Its breadth and theoretical
unity, exemplified through popular culture, means that it can be flexibly and relevantly applied
across a number of disciplines. Also retaining the accessible approach of previous editions, and
using appropriate examples from the texts and practices of popular culture, this new edition remains
a key introduction to the area. New to this edition Extensively revised, rewritten and updated
Improved and expanded content throughout new sections on The English Marxism of William Morris,
Post-Feminism, and Whiteness The new edition remains essential reading for undergraduate and
postgraduate students of cultural studies, media studies, communication studies, the sociology of
culture, popular culture and other related subjects.

pop culture topics for essays: Pop Culture in Language Education Valentin Werner,
Friederike Tegge, 2020-11-23 Pop Culture in Language Education provides comprehensive insight
on how studies of pop culture can inform language teaching and learning. The volume offers a
state-of-the-art overview of empirically informed, cutting-edge research that tackles both theoretical
concerns and practical implications. The book focuses on how a diverse array of pop culture artifacts
such as pop and rap music, movies and TV series, comics and cartoons, fan fiction, and video games
can be exploited for the development of language skills. It establishes the study of pop culture and
its language as a serious subfield within language education and applied linguistics and explores
how studies of pop culture, its language, and its non-linguistic affordances can inform language
education at various levels of proficiency and with various learner populations. Presenting a broad
range of quantitative and qualitative research approaches including case studies on how pop culture
has been used successfully in language education in and beyond the classroom, this book will be of
great interest for academics, researchers, and students in the field of language education, applied
linguistics, psycholinguistics, and sociolinguistics, as well as for language teachers and materials
developers.

pop culture topics for essays: 100 Entertainers Who Changed America Robert C. Sickels,
2013-08-08 This fascinating and thought-provoking read challenges readers to consider entertainers
and entertainment in new ways, and highlights figures from outside the worlds of film, television,
and music as influential pop stars. Comprising approximately 100 entries from more than 50
contributors from a variety of fields, this book covers a wide historical swath of entertainment
figures chosen primarily for their lasting influence on American popular culture, not their popularity.
The result is a unique collection that spotlights a vastly different array of figures than would




normally be included in a collection of this nature—and appeals to readers ranging from high school
students to professionals researching specific entertainers. Each subject individual's influence on
popular culture is analyzed from the context of his or her time to the present in a lively and
engaging way and through a variety of intellectual approaches. Many entries examine commonly
discussed figures' influence on popular culture in ways not normally seen—for example, the
widespread appeal of Woody Allen's essay collections to other comedians; or the effect of cinematic
adaptations of Tennessee Williams' plays in breaking down Hollywood censorship.

pop culture topics for essays: Rock Music in American Popular Culture Frank Hoffmann, B
Lee Cooper, Wayne S Haney, 2013-01-11 How does rock music impact culture? According to authors
B. Lee Cooper and Wayne S. Haney, it is central to the definition of society and has had a great
impact on shaping American culture. In Rock Music in American Popular Culture, insightful essays
and book reviews explore ways popular culture items can be used to explore American values. This
fascinating book is arranged alphabetically for quick and easy reference to specific topics, but the
book is equally enjoyable to read straight through.The influence of rock era music is evident
throughout the text, demonstrating how various topics in the popular culture field are
interconnected. Students in popular culture survey courses and American studies classes will be
fascinated by these unique explorations of how family businesses, games, nursery rhymes, rock and
roll legends, and other musical ventures shed light on our society and how they have shaped
American values over the years.

pop culture topics for essays: Popular Culture in the Middle Ages Josie P. Campbell, 1986
The culture of the Middle Ages was as complex, if not as various, as our own, as the essays in this
volume ably demonstrate. The essays cover a wide range of tipics, from church sculpture as
advertisement to tricks and illusions as homeeconomics.

pop culture topics for essays: Rock Music in American Popular Culture II Frank
Hoffmann, B Lee Cooper, Wayne S Haney, Beulah B Ramirez, 2015-12-22 From “Who Put the Bomp
(in the Bomp, Bomp, Bomp)?” to a list of all song titles containing the word “werewolf,” Rock Music
in American Popular Culture II: More Rock 'n’Roll Resources continues where 1995’s Volume I left
off. Using references and illustrations drawn from contemporary lyrics and supported by historical
and sociological research on popular cultural subjects, this collection of insightful essays and
reviews assesses the involvement of musical imagery in personal issues, in social and political
matters, and in key socialization activities. From marriage and sex to public schools and youth
culture, readers discover how popular culture can be used to explore American values. As Authors B.
Lee Cooper and Wayne S. Haney prove that integrated popular culture is the product of commercial
interaction with public interest and values rather than a random phenomena, they entertainingly and
knowledgeably cover such topics as: answer songs--interchanges involving social events and lyrical
commentaries as explored in response recordings horror films--translations and transformations of
literary images and motion picture figures into popular song characters and tales public
schools--images of formal educational practices and informal learning processes in popular song
lyrics sex--suggestive tales and censorship challenges within the popular music realm
war--examinations of persistent military and home front themes featured in wartime recordings Rock
Music in American Popular Culture II: More Rock ‘n’Roll Resources is nontechnical, written in a
clear and concise fashion, and explores each topic thoroughly, with ample discographic and
bibliographic resources provided for additional research. Arranged alphabetically for quick and easy
reference to specific topics, the book is equally enjoyable to read straight through. Rock music fans,
teachers, popular culture professors, music instructors, public librarians, sound recording archivists,
sociologists, social critics, and journalists can all learn something, as the book shows them the
cross-pollination of music and social life in the United States.

pop culture topics for essays: Real World Writing for Secondary Students Jessica Singer
Early, Meredith DeCosta, 2014-01-01 One of the most important ways to scaffold a successful
transition from high school to college is to teach real-world, gate-opening writing genres, such as
college admission essays. This book describes a writing workshop for ethnically and linguistically



diverse high school students, where students receive instruction on specific genre features of the
college admission essay. The authors present both the theoretical grounding and the concrete
strategies teachers crave, including an outline of specific workshop lessons, teaching calendars, and
curricular suggestions. This text encourages secondary teachers to think of writing as a vital tool for
all students to succeed academically and professionally. Appropriate for courses and teacher
professional development, this accessible book: Reconceptualizes the ways in which writing can best
serve marginalized students.Examines research-based curricular and teaching approaches for the
secondary school classroom.Provides a writing workshop framework for creating a college
admissions essay complete with lesson-planning materials, activities, handouts, bibliographic
resources, and more.Includes student perspectives and work samples, offering insight into the lives
and struggles of diverse adolescents. “In this important book, Jessica Early and Meredith DeCosta
describe a readily replicable set of activities that provides motivated, meaningful opportunities for
writing development and helps potential first-generation higher education students gain university
admission.” —From the Foreword by Charles Bazerman, Gevirtz Graduate School of Education,
University of California Santa Barbara “This is a book about opening doors, about demystifying
writing tasks that can keep many students on the outside. The authors take on a major writing
challenge—the college application essay—and through careful instruction help students use their
real life stories to master it. It is teaching at its best, and democracy at its best.” —Thomas Newkirk,
University of New Hampshire “This groundbreaking book has the best qualities of an exemplary
research study while also providing us with a handbook of practical wisdom and engaging lessons
for teaching writing to a diverse population of secondary students. It is certain to inspire and
instruct all English teachers and composition researchers who care about helping traditionally
marginalized and underprepared students discover and demonstrate that they are qualified to enter
college.” —Sheridan Blau, Teachers College, Columbia University

pop culture topics for essays: Critical Thinking and Popular Culture Peter Elias Sotiriou, 1998

pop culture topics for essays: Robots in Popular Culture Richard A. Hall, 2021-07-12 Robots
in Popular Culture: Androids and Cyborgs in the American Imagination seeks to provide one go-to
reference for the study of the most popular and iconic robots in American popular culture. In the last
10 years, technology and artificial intelligence (AI) have become not only a daily but a
minute-by-minute part of American life-more integrated into our lives than anyone would have
believed even a generation before. Americans have long known the adorable and helpful R2-D2 and
the terrible possibilities of Skynet and its army of Terminators. Throughout, we have seen machines
as valuable allies and horrifying enemies. Today, Americans cling to their mobile phones with the
same affection that Luke Skywalker felt for the squat R2-D2. Meanwhile, our phones, personal
computers, and cars have attained the ability to know and learn everything about us. This volume
opens with essays about robots in popular culture, followed by 100 A-Z entries on the most famous
Als in film, comics, and more. Sidebars highlight ancillary points of interest, such as authors,
creators, and tropes that illuminate the motives of various robots. The volume closes with a glossary
of key terms and a bibliography providing students with resources to continue their study of what
robots tell us about ourselves.

pop culture topics for essays: September 11 in Popular Culture Sara E. Quay, Amy M.
Damico, 2010-09-14 This book offers an exploration of the comprehensive impact of the events of
September 11, 2001, on every aspect of American culture and society. On Thanksgiving day after
September 11, 2001, comic strip creators directed readers to donate money in their artwork,
generating $50,000 in relief funds. The world's largest radio network, Clear Channel, sent a memo
to all of its affiliated stations recommending 150 songs that should be eliminated from airplay
because of assumptions that their lyrics would be perceived as offensive in light of the events of
9/11. On the first anniversary of September 11th, choirs around the world performed Mozart's
Requiem at 8:46 am in each time zone, the time of the first attack on the World Trade Center. These
examples are just three of the ways the world—but especially the United States—responded to the
events of September 11, 2001. Each chapter in this book contains a chronological overview of the



sea of changes in everyday life, literature, entertainment, news and media, and visual culture after
September 11. Shorter essays focus on specific books, TV shows, songs, and films.

pop culture topics for essays: Contemporary Irish Popular Culture Anthony P. McIntyre,
2022-02-23 This book uses popular culture to highlight the intersections and interplay between
ideologies, technological advancement and mobilities as they shape contemporary Irish identities.
Marshalling case studies drawn from a wide spectrum of popular culture, including the mediated
construction of prominent sporting figures, Troubles-set sitcom Derry Girls, and poignant drama
feature Philomena, Anthony P. MclIntyre offers a wide-ranging discussion of contemporary Irishness,
tracing its entanglement with notions of mobility, regionality and identity. The book will appeal to
students and scholars of Irish studies, cultural studies, as well as film and media studies.

pop culture topics for essays: The Vietnam War in Popular Culture Ron Milam, 2016-11-07
Covering many aspects of the Vietnam War that have not been addressed before, this book supplies
new perspectives from academics as well as Vietnam veterans that explore how this key conflict of
the 20th century has influenced everyday life and popular culture during the war as well as for the
past 50 years. How did the experience of the Vietnam War change the United States, not just in the
1950s through the 1970s, but through to today? What role do popular music and movies play in how
we think of the Vietnam War? How similar are the recent wars in Iraq and Afghanistan—and now
Syria—to the Vietnam War in terms of duration, cost, success and failure rates, and veteran issues?
This two-volume set addresses these questions and many more, examining how the Vietnam War has
been represented in media, music, and film, and how American popular culture changed because of
the war. Accessibly written and appropriate for students and general readers, this work documents
how the war that occurred on the other side of the globe in the jungles of Vietnam impacted
everyday life in the United States and influenced various entertainment modes. It not only covers the
impact of the counterculture revolution, popular music about Vietnam recorded while the war was
being fought (and after), and films made immediately following the end of the war in the 1970s, but
also draws connections to more modern events and popular culture expressions, such as films made
in the aftermath of September 11, 2001. Attention is paid to the impact of social movements like the
environmental movement and the civil rights movement and their relationships to the Vietnam War.
The set will also highlight how the experiences and events of the Vietnam War are still impacting
current generations through television shows such as Mad Men.

pop culture topics for essays: Understanding Religion and Popular Culture Terry Ray
Clark, Dan W. Clanton, 2012 This introductory text provides students with an extremely useful
'toolbox' of approaches for analyzing religion and popular culture.

pop culture topics for essays: Integrating Pop Culture into the Academic Library Melissa
Edmiston Johnson, Thomas C. Weeks, Jennifer Putnam Davis, 2022-07-26 From Library Journal: A
comprehensive book, providing information on the rationale for connecting pop culture to library
services and offering a range of projects to get students into the library. Integrating Pop Culture into
the Academic Library explores how popular culture is used in academic libraries for collections,
instruction, and programming. This book describes the foundational basis for using popular culture
and discusses how it ignites conversations between librarians and students, making not only the
information relatable, but the library staff, as well. The use of popular culture in the library setting
acknowledges the importance of students’ interests and how these interests can be used to
understand their information needs in unique and interesting ways. By integrating popular culture
into library collections, instruction, and programming, librarians present research and discovery in
ways that connect with students and the broader community. This book demonstrates that academic
libraries using popular culture find it to be an effective tool, both for instruction and programming.
The editors are librarians who utilize popular culture in various ways to provide instruction and
reinforce information literacy concepts in their own practice. Readers will find chapters written by a
variety of authors from different types of academic libraries, including community colleges,
comprehensive universities, research universities, and law schools. These unique perspectives offer
readers different ways of thinking about how librarians can incorporate students’ interests in



popular culture to promote the mission of the library. In addition to well-known examples such as
Hamilton: The Musical, Pokémon, Harry Potter, Black Panther, and Barbie, readers will also
encounter lesser-known library applications of popular culture, including cartoneras, zines, fantasy
maps, gaming collectives, and paranormal walking tours. All of these examples highlight the multiple
way libraries leverage popular culture to expand their reach and identity with students and the
community at-large.
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