
politics and the bible

politics and the bible have long been intertwined in the shaping of societies, governance, and
moral frameworks. This complex relationship extends from ancient times to the modern era,
reflecting how biblical texts have influenced political ideologies, laws, and leadership principles.
Understanding the interaction between religious scripture and political power is crucial for
comprehending the development of Western political thought and the ongoing debates surrounding
religion’s role in public life. This article explores key biblical passages that have political
significance, examines historical examples of biblical influence on politics, and discusses
contemporary implications. It also addresses the challenges and controversies that arise when
religious beliefs intersect with political agendas. The following sections provide a detailed overview
of politics and the bible, highlighting their enduring connection and impact.

Biblical Foundations of Political Authority

Historical Influence of the Bible on Politics

Political Themes and Messages in Biblical Texts

Contemporary Politics and Biblical Interpretation

Challenges of Integrating Politics and the Bible

Biblical Foundations of Political Authority
The Bible contains numerous passages that address the nature of political authority, governance,
and the responsibilities of rulers and citizens. These texts have served as foundational sources for
political thought throughout history. The concept of divine authority legitimizing political power is a
recurring theme, with rulers often depicted as appointed or sanctioned by God. This section
examines key biblical verses and principles that underpin ideas of political authority and
governance.

The Divine Right of Kings
One of the most influential biblical concepts related to politics is the idea that kings and rulers
derive their authority from God. This notion, often referred to as the divine right of kings, is
supported by verses such as Romans 13:1-2, which states that all authorities are established by God
and resisting them is tantamount to resisting divine ordinance. This principle historically justified
monarchies and centralized political power.



Law and Justice in the Bible
The Bible emphasizes the importance of law, justice, and righteousness as essential components of
governance. The Old Testament, particularly the books of Exodus, Leviticus, and Deuteronomy,
outlines laws that governed ancient Israelite society, reflecting a theocratic legal system. These laws
highlight the significance of fairness, protection of the vulnerable, and moral conduct within political
structures.

Roles and Responsibilities of Leaders
Biblical texts also prescribe ethical obligations for leaders, including humility, service, and
accountability. Prophets in the Old Testament often called out kings and rulers for corruption and
injustice, underscoring that political power must be exercised with integrity and concern for the
common good. The New Testament continues this theme by emphasizing servant leadership, as
exemplified by Jesus Christ.

Historical Influence of the Bible on Politics
The Bible has profoundly influenced political systems, laws, and cultural norms throughout history.
From medieval Europe to the founding of the United States, biblical principles have shaped
governance and political ideologies. This section explores major historical periods and events where
the Bible’s impact on politics is evident.

Medieval Europe and the Church-State Relationship
During the Middle Ages, the Bible was central to legitimizing both secular and ecclesiastical
authority. The Catholic Church wielded significant political power, and biblical teachings were used
to guide kings and emperors. The concept of Christendom fused religious and political identity, with
the Bible serving as a moral and legal foundation.

The Protestant Reformation and Political Change
The Protestant Reformation challenged the Catholic Church’s monopoly on biblical interpretation
and altered the political landscape of Europe. Reformers like Martin Luther advocated for individual
access to scripture, which encouraged political decentralization and the rise of nation-states. The
Bible became a source of both religious and political authority in new ways.

The Bible and American Political Thought
In the formation of the United States, the Bible influenced the values and principles underlying
American democracy. Founding figures referenced biblical concepts such as natural law, justice, and
the rights of individuals. While the U.S. Constitution maintains secular governance, biblical ethics
continue to inform political discourse and values.



Political Themes and Messages in Biblical Texts
The Bible contains numerous themes that relate directly to politics, including justice, power,
governance, and human rights. These themes offer moral guidance and provoke reflection on the
nature of political authority and social order. This section examines key political messages found
within biblical scripture.

Justice and Social Equity
Justice is a central theme in the Bible, with frequent calls to protect the poor, the widow, the orphan,
and the marginalized. Prophetic books like Isaiah and Amos emphasize social equity and condemn
exploitation. These messages have inspired political movements focused on social justice and human
rights.

Power and Corruption
The Bible often warns against the dangers of power when abused or concentrated in the hands of
the corrupt. Stories of kings and rulers who fall due to pride or injustice serve as cautionary tales.
These narratives underscore the ethical use of power and the importance of accountability in
politics.

Peace and Conflict Resolution
Biblical texts advocate for peace and reconciliation, providing frameworks for resolving conflicts and
promoting harmony within societies. The teachings of Jesus, in particular, emphasize forgiveness
and nonviolence, influencing political philosophies related to diplomacy and conflict management.

Contemporary Politics and Biblical Interpretation
In modern times, the intersection of politics and the Bible remains a contentious and dynamic arena.
Different interpretations of scripture inform diverse political ideologies and policy debates. This
section explores how biblical texts continue to shape contemporary political discourse and action.

Biblical Influence on Political Movements
Various political movements draw on biblical teachings to support their agendas, including
conservative, progressive, and liberationist perspectives. For example, some use biblical principles
to advocate for traditional family values, while others emphasize scripture’s calls for social justice
and economic equity.



Religion in Public Policy Debates
The role of biblical values in public policy remains a focal point in debates over issues such as
abortion, marriage, education, and civil rights. Policymakers and citizens alike often appeal to
biblical authority to justify positions, making the interpretation of scripture a critical aspect of
political discussion.

Challenges of Pluralism and Secularism
Contemporary pluralistic societies must balance respect for biblical beliefs with secular governance
and the rights of diverse religious and non-religious groups. This tension raises complex questions
about the appropriate role of religion in politics and the application of biblical principles in a
multicultural context.

Challenges of Integrating Politics and the Bible
The integration of politics and the Bible is not without challenges and controversies. Differences in
interpretation, the risk of religious authoritarianism, and the potential for exclusion of minority
views complicate this relationship. This section addresses the primary challenges involved in
applying biblical teachings to political life.

Diverse Interpretations of Scripture
The Bible’s complex and varied texts lead to multiple interpretations, which can result in conflicting
political viewpoints. This diversity makes it difficult to establish a singular biblical political doctrine
and often fuels debates within religious and political communities.

Separation of Church and State
The principle of separating church and state aims to prevent the imposition of religious doctrine on
government policies. This separation challenges efforts to directly apply biblical laws to political
systems, requiring careful navigation to respect both religious freedom and secular governance.

Risk of Religious Authoritarianism
When politics and biblical authority become too closely linked, there is a risk of religious
authoritarianism, where dissenting views or minority beliefs are suppressed. Safeguarding
democratic principles and human rights is essential to prevent such outcomes while respecting
religious influences.

Ensuring Inclusivity in Diverse Societies
Applying biblical teachings in politics must consider the diversity of beliefs within society. Policies



based solely on a particular religious perspective may exclude or marginalize individuals of other
faiths or secular viewpoints, raising ethical and legal concerns.

Multiple biblical interpretations require dialogue and tolerance.

Maintaining secular governance protects religious freedom.

Democratic systems must balance religious influence with pluralism.

Respect for diversity promotes social cohesion and justice.

Frequently Asked Questions

How does the Bible influence modern political thought?
The Bible influences modern political thought by providing moral and ethical guidelines that many
leaders and citizens reference when discussing justice, governance, and human rights. Its teachings
on compassion, justice, and leadership often shape political ideologies and policies.

What biblical principles are commonly cited in political
debates?
Commonly cited biblical principles in political debates include justice, stewardship, care for the poor
and vulnerable, the importance of truth, and the value of human dignity. These principles are used
to argue for policies related to welfare, immigration, healthcare, and human rights.

Can the Bible be used to justify both conservative and
progressive political views?
Yes, the Bible can be used to justify both conservative and progressive political views. Different
passages and interpretations emphasize various themes such as tradition, authority, and law on one
hand, and social justice, equality, and care for the marginalized on the other, leading to diverse
political applications.

What role do Christian leaders play in politics according to the
Bible?
According to the Bible, Christian leaders are called to serve with integrity, wisdom, and humility,
acting as servants to their communities. While it does not prescribe a specific political role, it
encourages leaders to pursue justice, peace, and the common good, which can influence their
political engagement.



How do biblical teachings address the relationship between
church and state?
Biblical teachings suggest a distinction between spiritual and earthly authority, as seen in passages
like 'Render unto Caesar what is Caesar's.' This has been interpreted to support the separation of
church and state, while also encouraging believers to be active and ethical participants in their
governments.

Are there examples in the Bible where political power is
critiqued or challenged?
Yes, the Bible contains several examples where political power is critiqued or challenged, such as
the prophets confronting corrupt kings and rulers, and Jesus' teachings that prioritize God's
kingdom over earthly powers. These narratives highlight accountability, justice, and humility in
leadership.

Additional Resources
1. God and Politics: How Biblical Principles Shape Political Thought
This book explores the intersection of faith and governance, examining how biblical teachings
influence political ideologies and decision-making. It delves into the historical impact of Christianity
on Western political systems and discusses contemporary issues through a theological lens. Readers
gain insight into the moral and ethical foundations that biblical principles provide for political
discourse.

2. The Bible and Political Power: A Historical Perspective
Tracing the relationship between scripture and state authority, this book offers a comprehensive
overview of how the Bible has been used to justify or challenge political power throughout history. It
covers key periods such as the Roman Empire, the Reformation, and modern democracies. The
author highlights both the positive and contentious roles the Bible has played in shaping
governance.

3. Politics in the Bible: Leadership, Justice, and Community
Focusing on political themes within the biblical text itself, this work analyzes narratives and laws
related to leadership, justice, and social order. It investigates figures like Moses, David, and the
prophets to understand their political significance. The book provides a nuanced understanding of
how biblical stories reflect and instruct on political realities.

4. Faith and Governance: Biblical Models for Modern Politics
This book offers practical insights on applying biblical models of leadership and community to
contemporary political challenges. It discusses concepts such as servant leadership, covenant, and
justice as frameworks for ethical governance. The author encourages readers to reflect on how faith
can inform public policy and political engagement today.

5. Kingdoms of God and Earth: Political Theology in the Bible
Exploring the concept of the Kingdom of God alongside earthly political kingdoms, this book delves
into political theology as expressed in biblical texts. It examines the tension between divine authority
and human governments, highlighting prophetic critiques of power. The book invites readers to



consider how biblical theology shapes political vision and action.

6. The Bible and American Politics: Faith in the Public Square
This title focuses on the role of the Bible in American political life, from the founding era to the
present. It covers how biblical language and ideas have influenced policy debates, political rhetoric,
and social movements. The author analyzes the ongoing conversation about religion’s place in a
pluralistic democracy.

7. Prophets and Politicians: Biblical Voices in Political Debate
Highlighting the prophetic tradition, this book examines how biblical prophets spoke truth to power
and challenged political injustice. It draws parallels between ancient prophetic messages and
modern political activism. The work encourages readers to consider the prophetic role in holding
leaders accountable.

8. The Ethics of Power: Biblical Reflections on Political Authority
This book investigates ethical questions surrounding political authority through a biblical
framework. It addresses themes such as the use and abuse of power, justice, and the responsibilities
of rulers. The author combines biblical exegesis with contemporary political philosophy to offer a
rich ethical perspective.

9. Scripture and Statecraft: Navigating Politics with Biblical Wisdom
Offering a guide to integrating scriptural wisdom into political practice, this book discusses how
biblical insights can inform diplomacy, lawmaking, and leadership. It emphasizes prudence, humility,
and compassion as key virtues for those in political roles. The book serves as a resource for faith-
driven engagement in public affairs.
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Find other PDF articles:
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  politics and the bible: Politics According to the Bible Wayne A. Grudem, 2010 Should
Christians be involved in political issues? This comprehensive and readable book presents a political
philosophy from the perspective that the Gospel pertains to all of life, including politics.
Politics--According to the Bible is an in-depth analysis of conservative and liberal plans to do good
for the nation, evaluated in light of the Bible and common sense. Evangelical Bible professor, and
author of the bestselling book Systematic Theology, Wayne Grudem unpacks and rejects five
common views about Christian influence on politics: compel religion, exclude religion, all
government is demonic, do evangelism, not politics, and do politics, not evangelism. Instead, he
defends a position of significant Christian influence on government and explains the Bible's
teachings about the purpose of civil government and the characteristics of good or bad governments.
Grudem provides a thoughtful analysis of over fifty specific and current political issues dealing with:
The protection of life. Marriage, the family, and children. Economic issues and taxation. The
environment. National defense Relationships to other nations. Freedom of speech and religion.
Quotas. And special interests. Throughout this book, he makes frequent application to the current
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policies of the Democratic and Republican parties in the United States, but the principles discussed
here are relevant for any nation.
  politics and the bible: Politics in the Bible Paul R. Abramson, 2011-12-31 The Bible is
fundamental to Western culture. Political philosophers from Hobbes, Locke, Montesquieu, and
Rousseau to modern political theorists such as George H. Sabine, Leo Strauss, and Sheldon S. Wolin
have drawn upon biblical examples. American political leaders, such as Thomas Paine, Abraham
Lincoln, and William Jennings Bryan all drew heavily upon the Bible. Today, most contemporary
politicians display less familiarity with Scripture although many proudly proclaim themselves to be
born-again Christians. Politics in the Bible has a simple goal: to help readers to think critically about
how the Bible illuminates understanding of justice, leadership, and politics. For a political scientist,
there are great advantages to studying the Bible. Students of the Bible have short texts to analyze,
but they have a history of two thousand years of Jewish and Christian scholarly discussion. In that
tradition, Paul R. Abramson analyzes stories drawn from eighteen of the thirty-nine books of the
Hebrew Bible and fifteen of the twenty-seven books of the New Testament. Abramson argues that
the Bible is a book that should be read even by those who do not believe it has any transcendent
significance. One can choose to read it as the revealed word of God, as a source of Western morality,
as a compilation of interesting stories, poetry, and history, or as a work of great literature. Although
this book discusses selected stories that have political implications, it also considers parts that have
literary merit. This unusual volume may stimulate new thinking about the Bible as a source of insight
into political ideas.
  politics and the bible: Politics in the Bible Paul Abramson, 2017 The Bible is fundamental to
Western culture. Political philosophers from Hobbes, Locke, Montesquieu, and Rousseau to modern
political theorists such as George H. Sabine, Leo Strauss, and Sheldon S. Wolin have drawn upon
biblical examples. American political leaders, such as Thomas Paine, Abraham Lincoln, and William
Jennings Bryan all drew heavily upon the Bible. Today, most contemporary politicians display less
familiarity with Scripture although many proudly proclaim themselves to be born-again Christians.
Politics in the Bible has a simple goal: to help readers to think critically about how the Bible
illuminates understanding of justice, leadership, and politics. For a political scientist, there are great
advantages to studying the Bible. Students of the Bible have short texts to analyze, but they have a
history of two thousand years of Jewish and Christian scholarly discussion. In that tradition, Paul R.
Abramson analyzes stories drawn from eighteen of the thirty-nine books of the Hebrew Bible and
fifteen of the twenty-seven books of the New Testament. Abramson argues that the Bible is a book
that should be read even by those who do not believe it has any transcendent significance. One can
choose to read it as the revealed word of God, as a source of Western morality, as a compilation of
interesting stories, poetry, and history, or as a work of great literature. Although this book discusses
selected stories that have political implications, it also considers parts that have literary merit. This
unusual volume may stimulate new thinking about the Bible as a source of insight into political
ideas.--Provided by publisher.
  politics and the bible: Five Views on the Church and Politics J. Brian Benestad, Robert Benne,
Bruce Fields, Thomas W. Heilke, James K.A. Smith, 2015-12-15 Learn to think deeply about the
relationship between church and state in a way that goes beyond mere policy debates and current
campaigns. Few topics can grab headlines and stir passions quite like politics, especially when the
church is involved. Considering the attention that many Christian parachurch groups, churches, and
individual believers give to politics--and of the varying and sometimes divergent political ideals and
aims among them--Five Views on the Church and Politics provides a helpful breakdown of the
possible Christian approaches to political involvement. General Editor Amy Black brings together
five top-notch political theologians in the book, each representing one of the five key political
traditions within Christianity: Anabaptist (Separationist: the most limited possible Christian
involvement in politics) - represented by Thomas Heilke Lutheran (Paradoxical: strong separation of
church and state) – represented by Robert Benne Black Church (Prophetic: the church's mission is to
be a voice for communal reform) – represented by Bruce Fields Reformed (Transformationist:



emphasizes God's sovereignty over all things, including churches and governments) – represented by
James K. A. Smith Catholic (Synthetic: encouragement of political participation as a means to further
the common good of all people) – represented by J. Brian Benestad Each author addresses his
tradition's theological distinctives, the role of government, the place of individual Christian
participation in government and politics, and how churches should (or should not) address political
questions. Responses by each contributor to opposing views will highlight key areas of difference
and disagreement. Thorough and even-handed, Five Views on the Church and Politics will enable
readers to consider the strengths and weaknesses of the most significant Christian views on political
engagement and to draw their own, informed conclusions.
  politics and the bible: Holy Politics: a Christian’S Guide to Political Discourse Nancy
Smithson Summerlin, 2016-09-30 As the temperature of partisan rhetoric continues to rise across
America, many politicians are waving Bibles and claiming that being a Christian is part of their
political credentials. Holy Politics is an attempt to change the tone of debates and disagreements
while bringing more integrity to the process by looking at what the Bible has to say about fear,
anger, wealth, poverty, immigration, and political power. This book includes passages from
scripture, along with citations that will help guide readers in their own search for answers. Holy
Politics is useful for individual exploration, study groups, and Sunday school classes. Find out for
yourself what scripture says about how we should discuss political issues. Its in the Bible. You can
look it up.
  politics and the bible: Bible Politics Steve D. Bracht, 2013-10-12 No one will ever be able to
righteously defend the Republican Party, Tea Party Republicans or any other socially conservative
political party with a bible, in regard to how they treat the vast majority of the people, including the
most needy among us. Yet the overwhelming majority of those proclaiming to be Christian in
America religiously get out in droves to vote for the Republicans, who continually work against
serving the needs of the people. I've heard many Christians including pastors and bible teachers who
talk as though Republicans represent Christian values and Democrats do not, but this is not
biblically correct. This book sets the record straight. BIBLE POLITICS brings over 200 examples of
bible scriptures which are very much in favor of the more socially liberal Democrats and contrary to
popular belief, are much more against the politics of the conservative Republican and conservative
Tea Party Republicans.
  politics and the bible: The Politics of Faith Jerry L. Sumney, 2020-09-01 The Politics of Faith
addresses key biblical texts and their intersection with questions of good government, social policy,
and societal leadership. It speaks to Christians and others who seek to ponder and discuss the role
of faith and Bible in their decisions about civic politics and faithful citizenship. This book aims to
enable readers to see more clearly that the Bible does speak about the kinds of economic and social
policies a nation should adopt. It will empower them to claim the message of Scripture in favor of
policies that promote the good of those who are disadvantaged and the good of the community. It
will help them make the argument that the Bible calls for laws and policies that expect the wealthy
to contribute to the good of all, including policies and laws that are not always to their personal
financial advantage. The author explores ways the Old Testament shows God's concern for social
structures, the ideal early church community in Acts, and how the Gospel of Matthew shows concern
for social structures in the ministry of Jesus. The final section looks at the writings of Paul, showing
how they demand certain kinds of political commitments. This book will help readers talk about how
a deeper understanding of Scripture can affect how one votes and the kinds of policies one supports.
Each chapter ends with a set of questions for discussion that both review what is in the chapter and
provoke discussion about faithful action.
  politics and the bible: The Politics of the Cross Daniel K. Williams, 2021-03-02 Where do
Christians fit in a two-party political system? The partisan divide that is rending the nation is now
tearing apart American churches. On one side are Christian Right activists and other conservatives
who believe that a vote for a Democratic presidential candidate is a vote for abortion, sexual
immorality, gender confusion, and the loss of religious liberty for Christians. On the other side are



politically progressive Christians who are considering leaving the institutional church because of
white evangelicalism’s alliance with a Republican Party that they believe is racist, hateful toward
immigrants, scornful of the poor, and directly opposed to the principles that Jesus taught. Even while
sharing the same pew, these two sides often see the views of the other as hopelessly
wrongheaded—even evil. Is there a way to transcend this deep-seated division? The Politics of the
Cross draws on history, policy analysis, and biblically grounded theology to show how Christians can
protect the unborn, advocate for traditional marriage, promote racial justice, care for the poor, and,
above all, honor the gospel by adopting a cross-centered ethic instead of the idolatrous politics of
power, fear, or partisanship. As Daniel K. Williams illustrates, both the Republican and Democratic
parties are rooted in Christian principles, but both have distorted those principles and mixed them
with assumptions that are antithetical to biblical truth. Williams explains how Christians can
renounce partisanship and pursue policies that show love for our neighbors to achieve a biblical
vision of justice. Nuanced, detailed, and even-handed, The Politics of the Cross tackles the thorny
issues that divide Christians politically and offers a path forward with innovative, biblically minded
political approaches that might surprise Christians on both the left and the right.
  politics and the bible: Kingdom Politics Tony Evans, 2022-07-05 Christians love to talk about
politics, but the current conversation is full of contentious words that divide our churches and
families. Dr. Tony Evans takes a step back to find foundational Bible principles for integrating
politics into our daily lives. He challenges readers to incorporate all of Scripture when addressing
divisive issues, forcing us to look at political issues we’ve neglected. Learn to speak with grace when
you disagree with family and friends. Maintain your political affiliations without causing divisions in
your church. Take sides on moral issues while demonstrating the compassion and love of Jesus
Christ. Kingdom Politics offers a biblical path through one of the most divisive issues of our time.
  politics and the bible: The Bible in Politics Richard Bauckham, 1989-01-01 This enlightening
book on how to read the Bible politically serves as a prerequisite to Christian political action.
Richard Bauckham offers his interpretations of several Bible passage that are politically relevant,
and discusses how reading the Bible in a political context can lead to fresh insights.
  politics and the bible: Politics in the Hebrew Bible Matthew B. Schwartz, Kalman J. Kaplan,
2013-09-05 We live in an age when it is not uncommon for politicians to invoke religious doctrine to
explain their beliefs and positions on everything from domestic to foreign policy. And yet, many of us
would be hard pressed to pinpoint the exact source of these political beliefs in the religious texts
that are said to have spawned them. In Politics in the Hebrew Bible: God, Man, and Government,
Kalman J. Kaplan and Matthew B. Schwartz offer a genre-straddling examination of the political
themes in the Jewish Bible. By studying the political implications of 42 biblical stories (organized
into the categories Social Order, Government and Leadership, Domestic Relations, Societal
Relations, Morale and Mission, and Foreign Policy), the authors seek to discern a cohesive political
viewpoint embodied by the Jewish Bible. Throughout the text, the views put forth in the Jewish Bible
are compared to those put forth by Greco-Roman philosophers in order to argue that the Bible offers
a worldview that fosters a “high degree of creative individualism within a supportive non-chaotic and
well-functioning society”. Kaplan and Schwartz are generous with their explanations of
Greco-Roman philosophical concepts in the introductory chapters and with giving background
information about the biblical stories engaged in the text.
  politics and the bible: Power, Politics, and the Making of the Bible Robert B. Coote, Mary P.
Coote, 1990
  politics and the bible: The Ballot and the Bible Kaitlyn Schiess, 2023-08-22 Pursue a
Biblical Basis for Your Political Engagement How do Bible passages written thousands of years ago
apply to politics today? What can we learn from America's history of using the Bible in politics? How
can we converse with people whose views differ from our own? In The Ballot and the Bible, Kaitlyn
Schiess explores these questions and more. She unpacks examples of how Americans have
connected the Bible to politics in the past, highlighting times it was applied well and times it was
egregiously misused. Schiess combines American political history and biblical interpretation to help



readers ● faithfully read Scripture ● talk with others about it ● apply it to contemporary political
issues--and to their lives ★ A nuanced look at America's legacy of scriptural language.--Publishers
Weekly starred review Christianity Today 2024 Book Award Finalist (Politics and Public Life)
  politics and the bible: Almighty Matters Nicholas Berry, 1916 Annotation Almighty Matters:
God's Politics in the Bible explores the underlying politics of the Hebrew and Christian Bibles by
uncovering their political-theological connection in a single story line. The politics of the New
Testament completes the politics of the Old. Although it has long been recognized that the Hebrew
Bible prominently portrays the political development of God's Chosen People, the role of Jesus as a
politician, the founder of a movement aimed from its beginning at subverting and capturing the
Roman Empire, has not been recognized. Putting the Hebrew and Christian Bibles' political
approach foremost shows why so much of it is hidden and why, until recently, Jewish-Christian
relations have been contrary to God's design. In Almighty Matters, Dr. Berry, an accomplished
political scientist with ecumenical sensibilities and a strong understanding of the Bible, reveals a
political-theological strain in the Bible that runs throughout, with Jesus as the divine politician who
pulls it all together. Almighty Matters offers Christians a chance to deepen their faith by deepening
their understanding of the Biblical narrative.--Christopher Dreisbach, Professor of Moral and
Systematic Theology, The Ecumenical Institute of Theology, St. Mary's Seminary & University
Almighty Matters is a lively, controversial, reading of the Bible as the record of a unified project to
institute 'God's politics' on earth, from the failure of ancient Israelites to establish a powerful and
enduring kingdom in the Promised Land to the success of Jesus in starting a universal religious
movement that eventually replaced the Roman Empire. ... His experience and expertise in
international politics invest his interpretive speculations with insight and authority. --David L.
Weddle, Professor Emeritus of Religion, The Colorado College This book evaluates Biblical teachings
and history from a strictly political angle. The reader may miss many standard religious comments
but will find many other surprising and illuminating ones that will challenge some assumptions and
broaden perspectives. --Bill Shepard, Author of Introducing Islam Professor Berry gives his readers a
fast-paced and fascinating romp through the Hebrew and Christian scriptures unlike any they have
read before. After establishing a reputation as a scholar of international relations, which included
being awarded a Fulbright fellowship, Berry turns his attention to the Bible, which he views as
'politics of the first order.' His analysis reaches conclusions that will challenge the readers'
understanding of the Bible. --William Akin, Professor of History Emeritus, Ursinus College Nicholas
Berry is Professor of Politics Emeritus at Ursinus College, a former Fulbright Scholar at the
University of Auckland in New Zealand, author of five books and co-author of a best-selling
international relations textbook, and now directs the Foreign Policy Forum Website. In practical
politics, he is a former two-term mayor of Mt. Vernon, Iowa, and served as Democratic Party
chairman in Lynchburg, Virginia, and Annapolis, Maryland.
  politics and the bible: The Bible in Politics Richard Bauckham, 2011-01-01 This second edition
of Bauckham's wonderful work is essential reading for understanding the relationship between the
Bible and politics. The enduring value of The Bible in Politics is that it teaches the reader how to
read the Bible politically and to gain an understanding of the social relevance of the Bible that is
more disciplined, more informed, more imaginative, and more politically fruitful than many
interpreters--past and present--have achieved.
  politics and the bible: Politics and Theopolitics in the Bible and Postbiblical Literature
Henning Graf Reventlow, Yair Hoffman, Benjamin Uffenheimer, 1994-03-01 This volume contains
papers from the third symposium held by the University of Tel Aviv, Israel, and the Ruhr University,
Bochum, Germany, with the aim of furthering dialogue between Jewish and Christian biblical
scholars. The papers examine the ways in which political issues and events are reflected in the Bible
and in the postbiblical literature, the term 'theopolitics' expressing the conviction of both
communities that the politics of human life have always been and continue to be subject to the rule
and providence of God. The hope of the symposium is that through examination of the ways in which
Jews and Christians have reflected upon political and ethical theories there may arise new



possibilities for better mutual understanding.
  politics and the bible: The Beginning of Politics Moshe Halbertal, Stephen Holmes, 2017-04-17
New insights into how the Book of Samuel offers a timeless meditation on the dilemmas of statecraft
The Book of Samuel is universally acknowledged as one of the supreme achievements of biblical
literature. Yet the book's anonymous author was more than an inspired storyteller. The author was
also an uncannily astute observer of political life and the moral compromises and contradictions that
the struggle for power inevitably entails. The Beginning of Politics mines the story of Israel's first
two kings to unearth a natural history of power, providing a forceful new reading of what is arguably
the first and greatest work of Western political thought. Moshe Halbertal and Stephen Holmes show
how the beautifully crafted narratives of Saul and David cut to the core of politics, exploring themes
that resonate wherever political power is at stake. Through stories such as Saul's madness, David's
murder of Uriah, the rape of Tamar, and the rebellion of Absalom, the book's author deepens our
understanding not only of the necessity of sovereign rule but also of its costs—to the people it is
intended to protect and to those who wield it. What emerges from the meticulous analysis of these
narratives includes such themes as the corrosive grip of power on those who hold and compete for
power; the ways in which political violence unleashed by the sovereign on his own subjects is rooted
in the paranoia of the isolated ruler and the deniability fostered by hierarchical action through
proxies; and the intensity with which the tragic conflict between political loyalty and family loyalty
explodes when the ruler's bloodline is made into the guarantor of the all-important continuity of
sovereign power. The Beginning of Politics is a timely meditation on the dark side of sovereign
power and the enduring dilemmas of statecraft.
  politics and the bible: Almighty Matters Nicholas Berry, 2016-01-01 Almighty Matters: God's
Politics in the Bible explores the underlying politics of the Hebrew and Christian Bibles by
uncovering their political-theological connection in a single story line. The politics of the New
Testament completes the politics of the Old. Although it has long been recognized that the Hebrew
Bible prominently portrays the political development of God's Chosen People, the role of Jesus as a
politician, the founder of a movement aimed from its beginning at subverting and capturing the
Roman Empire, has not been recognized. Putting the Hebrew and Christian Bibles' political
approach foremost shows why so much of it is hidden and why, until recently, Jewish-Christian
relations have been contrary to God's design.
  politics and the bible: Christianity and Politics in Africa John Vernon Taylor, 1957
  politics and the bible: The Third Temptation Austin Rogers, 2020-11-20 When Christ went
into the wilderness for forty days, he was tempted by Satan in multiple ways. In the devil's third and
final temptation, he offered Christ all the kingdoms of the world in exchange for one momentary
compromise of values. Christ denied this temptation, and in so doing, he set an example for
Christians of all ages thereafter to follow. The Third Temptation is an exploration of the political
theology of the Bible, and especially the implications of Christ's response to the temptation in the
wilderness. The book sketches an overarching narrative of a God who wants a relationship of direct
authority over His people -- and His self-sacrificial quest to reclaim that power. Believers have an
important role to play in advancing God's Kingdom on Earth, but that role cannot be fulfilled through
the channels of government. The lesson of The Third Temptation is that the church cannot fulfill the
gospel by means of the sword, and the government cannot carry out its God-given tasks by means of
the cross. Austin Rogers is a gifted writer whose magnificent prose, profound insights, rigorous logic
and impeccable scholarship assure that The Third Temptation is destined to be a classic. --Lawrence
W. Reed, author of Was Jesus A Socialist? In an age when many Christians on both sides of the aisle
see political power as the ultimate means to fulfill God's purposes on Earth, Austin's examination of
why Jesus refused to accept political power when it was offered to him is an urgent call to reimagine
the relationship between God and government and what it truly means to follow in the footsteps of
Jesus. --Kevin Miller, director of J.E.S.U.S.A. and Hellbound? Rogers is exceedingly helpful for
disciples to align their approach to politics with the Scriptures and the will of God for our lives. --D.
Eric Schansberg, Professor at Indiana University Southeast and author of Turn Neither to the Right



nor to the Left: A Thinking Christian's Guide to Politics and Public Policy This is a work not to be
ignored, as Christians of every political persuasion will be both challenged and invigorated by
Rogers' analysis and policy proposals. No thoughtful reader will remain unchanged after reading this
book! --Doug Stuart, CEO, Libertarian Christian Institute
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