
political text messages examples

political text messages examples are essential tools in modern campaigns, enabling
candidates and organizations to reach voters quickly and directly. These messages often
aim to inform, persuade, mobilize, or solicit donations, making them powerful components
of political outreach strategies. Understanding different types of political text messages
examples can help campaigns craft effective communication that resonates with their
target audiences. This article explores various categories of political text messages,
including fundraising appeals, voter mobilization texts, informational updates, and get-out-
the-vote reminders. Additionally, it discusses best practices for creating compliant,
engaging, and persuasive political SMS content. The following sections provide detailed
insights and real-world examples to illustrate how political text messaging can influence
electoral outcomes and civic participation.

Types of Political Text Messages

Effective Political Text Message Examples

Legal Considerations in Political Text Messaging

Best Practices for Crafting Political Text Messages

Measuring the Impact of Political Text Messages

Types of Political Text Messages
Political text messages come in various forms, each serving distinct purposes within a
campaign or advocacy effort. Recognizing these types helps in tailoring messages to
specific campaign goals and audience needs.

Fundraising Appeals
Fundraising text messages are designed to solicit donations from supporters. These
messages often create a sense of urgency or highlight a campaign milestone to encourage
immediate contributions. Examples include reminders about donation deadlines or
matching gift opportunities.

Voter Mobilization Texts
These messages focus on encouraging voter turnout by providing information about
polling locations, voting deadlines, and early voting options. Mobilization texts aim to
increase participation among supporters and undecided voters.



Informational Updates
Informational messages keep constituents informed about a candidate’s policy positions,
upcoming events, or responses to current political developments. This type of text helps
maintain engagement and build trust with the electorate.

Get-Out-The-Vote (GOTV) Reminders
GOTV texts are typically sent just before or on election day, reminding recipients to cast
their ballots. These messages often include motivational language and logistical details to
facilitate voting.

Surveys and Polling
Campaigns use text messages to conduct quick surveys or polls, gathering feedback on
voter preferences or opinions on specific issues. This interactive approach can guide
campaign strategies and messaging.

Effective Political Text Message Examples
Reviewing successful political text messages examples can provide valuable insights into
what resonates with voters and motivates action.

Fundraising Message Example
"Your support matters! Chip in $5 today to help us win on November 3rd. Every dollar
counts. Donate now: [link]" This message uses urgency, a clear call to action, and a low-
dollar ask to encourage widespread participation.

Voter Mobilization Example
"Election Day is tomorrow! Find your polling place and voting hours here: [link]. Don’t
forget to bring your ID and make your voice heard." This text provides practical voting
information combined with a motivational reminder.

Informational Update Example
"We just announced our new education plan to support local schools. Learn more about
how we’ll improve funding and resources: [link]." This message informs supporters about
policy details, fostering transparency and engagement.



GOTV Reminder Example
"Today’s the day! Polls are open from 7 AM to 7 PM. Make sure you vote and bring a
friend! Every vote counts." This straightforward reminder combines encouragement with
essential voting information.

Survey Text Example
"What issue matters most to you? Reply with 1 for healthcare, 2 for jobs, 3 for education,
or 4 for climate." This interactive text invites recipient participation and helps campaigns
gauge voter priorities.

Legal Considerations in Political Text Messaging
Political text messaging campaigns must comply with various legal regulations to avoid
penalties and protect recipient privacy.

Consent and Opt-In Requirements
Federal laws require campaigns to obtain explicit consent from recipients before sending
political texts. This opt-in process ensures that messages are sent only to those who have
agreed to receive them, helping to maintain compliance with the Telephone Consumer
Protection Act (TCPA).

Disclosure and Identification
Political text messages must clearly identify the sender, including the candidate, party, or
organization responsible for the content. Transparency is crucial for legal compliance and
building trust with recipients.

Opt-Out Mechanisms
Every political text message must include an easy way for recipients to opt out of future
messages. Common opt-out instructions include replying with keywords such as "STOP" or
"UNSUBSCRIBE."

Best Practices for Crafting Political Text
Messages
Effective political text messages balance clarity, brevity, and persuasion while adhering to
legal standards.



Keep Messages Concise and Clear
Due to character limits, political texts should convey their message simply and directly.
Avoid jargon and complicated language to maximize comprehension and response rates.

Use Strong Calls to Action
Including clear calls to action, such as donating, voting, or attending an event, guides
recipients toward the desired behavior. Phrases like "Donate now," "Vote tomorrow," or
"Join us" are effective prompts.

Personalize When Possible
Personalizing messages with the recipient’s name or location can increase engagement
and convey a sense of relevance. However, personalization must respect privacy and data
protection standards.

Timing and Frequency
Sending texts at appropriate times, such as shortly before key events or during peak
engagement periods, enhances effectiveness. Avoid over-messaging to prevent recipient
fatigue and opt-outs.

Test and Optimize
Campaigns should continually test different message formats, wording, and timing to
determine what works best. Analyzing response metrics allows for ongoing optimization of
political text messaging strategies.

Clear and concise language

Strong, actionable prompts

Personalization to increase relevance

Compliance with legal requirements

Appropriate timing and frequency



Measuring the Impact of Political Text Messages
Evaluating the success of political text messages requires tracking specific metrics and
analyzing engagement data.

Open and Response Rates
Open rates indicate how many recipients read the text, while response rates show
engagement levels through replies or clicks. High rates suggest effective messaging and
audience targeting.

Conversion Tracking
Conversion tracking links text message recipients’ actions, such as donations or event
RSVPs, back to the campaign’s messaging efforts. This data helps quantify the return on
investment for text campaigns.

Voter Turnout Influence
Campaigns may analyze voter turnout statistics in targeted areas to assess the impact of
get-out-the-vote texts. Comparing turnout with historical data can reveal messaging
effectiveness.

Feedback and Survey Results
Responses to survey texts provide qualitative insights into voter opinions and preferences,
informing campaign adjustments and strategic decisions.

Monitor open and reply rates1.

Track donation and event participation conversions2.

Analyze voter turnout data3.

Collect and evaluate feedback from surveys4.

Adjust messaging based on performance metrics5.

Frequently Asked Questions



What are political text messages examples?
Political text messages examples are sample messages used in political campaigns to
communicate with voters, promote candidates, encourage voting, or share political
opinions.

Can you provide an example of a political campaign text
message?
Sure! An example is: "Hi [Name], this is [Candidate] asking for your support in the
upcoming election. Your vote matters! Text YES to volunteer."

What makes political text messages effective?
Effective political text messages are clear, concise, personalized, and include a strong call
to action, such as voting, volunteering, or donating.

Are there legal restrictions on sending political text
messages?
Yes, political text messages must comply with regulations like the Telephone Consumer
Protection Act (TCPA) in the U.S., which requires prior consent and proper opt-out
options.

How do political campaigns use text messages?
Campaigns use text messages to mobilize voters, share event information, remind people
to vote, conduct surveys, and raise funds quickly and directly.

Can you give an example of a text message encouraging
voter turnout?
Example: "Election Day is tomorrow! Make your voice heard—find your polling place here:
[link]. Don’t forget to vote!"

What tone is recommended for political text messages?
A friendly, respectful, and motivational tone is recommended to engage recipients without
sounding aggressive or spammy.

How do political text messages differ from traditional
political ads?
Political text messages are more direct, personalized, and interactive, allowing immediate
responses, whereas traditional ads are broadcast to a broad audience without direct
engagement.



Additional Resources
1. Texting Politics: The Power of SMS in Modern Campaigns
This book explores how political campaigns leverage text messaging to engage voters,
mobilize supporters, and influence public opinion. It includes real-world examples of
effective political texts and analyzes the strategies behind them. Readers will gain insight
into the evolving role of mobile communication in political outreach.

2. Mobilizing the Masses: Political Text Messaging in the Digital Age
Focusing on the impact of SMS on voter turnout and activism, this book delves into case
studies from recent elections. It highlights how political organizations craft persuasive
text messages to motivate different demographics. The book provides practical examples
and ethical considerations surrounding political texting.

3. From Inbox to Ballot Box: The Art of Political Text Messaging
This title breaks down the essential components of successful political texts, including
tone, timing, and call-to-action. It features annotated examples of texts used in campaigns
and grassroots movements. The author also discusses the challenges of combating
misinformation via political SMS.

4. Campaign Conversations: Sample Text Messages for Political Outreach
A practical guide filled with sample messages tailored for various stages of political
campaigns, from fundraising appeals to voter reminders. Each example is accompanied by
tips on customization and audience targeting. This book serves as a handy resource for
campaign managers and volunteers.

5. SMS Strategies: Crafting Political Messages That Mobilize
This book offers a deep dive into the psychology behind text message responses in political
contexts. It examines language patterns and message structures that have proven
effective in past campaigns. Readers will learn to design text messages that build trust
and encourage action.

6. Texting Democracy: The Role of SMS in Political Engagement
Analyzing the broader implications of political texting, this book discusses how SMS
influences democratic participation and civic discourse. It includes examples of both
successful and controversial political text campaigns worldwide. The book also addresses
regulatory and privacy issues related to political messaging.

7. The Political Textbook: Examples and Analysis of SMS Campaigns
This comprehensive volume compiles a wide range of actual political text messages from
local, national, and international campaigns. Each example is analyzed for effectiveness,
audience impact, and messaging tactics. It serves as an educational tool for students and
professionals interested in political communication.

8. Winning Words: Crafting Political Texts That Convert
Focused on the art of persuasion through SMS, this book provides templates and
annotated examples of texts that have successfully swayed voter opinion. It emphasizes
clarity, emotional appeal, and urgency in political messaging. The author also offers advice
on testing and refining message content.

9. Text Message Tactics: Examples from Political Campaigns Around the World



This book presents a comparative study of political text messaging strategies used in
various countries and cultural contexts. It showcases examples that highlight different
approaches to voter engagement and mobilization. Readers will appreciate the diversity of
tactics and the lessons applicable across political systems.
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  political text messages examples: Content-analyzing Political Texts. A Quantitative Approach
Sonia Alonso, Andrea Volkens, Braulio Gómez, 2012-07-10 This book is a manual on content analysis
of political texts. The first part is a self-help text for students and researchers who want to test their
own research hypotheses by using this methodological tool. The second part is aimed at students
and researchers interested in applying a specific approach to content analysis of political texts: the
coding of elections programs. The book discusses in particular the coding system of the Manifesto
Project. The third part presents a summary of the main questions and research hypotheses which
have been examined in political science using Manifesto Project data, and offers numerous
suggestions on how to use the data for a specific research project.
  political text messages examples: Routledge Handbook of Political Management Dennis W.
Johnson, 2010-03-17 A comprehensive overview of the field of applied politics, encompassing
political consulting, campaigns and elections, lobbying and advocacy, grass roots politics,
fundraising, media and political communications, the role of the parties, political leadership, and the
ethical dimensions of public life.
  political text messages examples: Sourcebook for Political Communication Research Erik P.
Bucy, R. Lance Holbert, 2014-06-03 The Sourcebook for Political Communication Research will offer
scholars, students, researchers, and other interested readers a comprehensive source for
state-of-the-art/field research methods, measures, and analytical techniques in the field of political
communication. The need for this Sourcebook stems from recent innovations in political
communication involving the use of advanced statistical techniques, innovative conceptual
frameworks, the rise of digital media as both a means by which to disseminate and study political
communication, and methods recently adapted from other disciplines, particularly psychology,
sociology, and neuroscience. Chapters will have a social-scientific orientation and will explain new
methodologies and measures applicable to questions regarding media, politics, and civic life. The
Sourcebook covers the major analytical techniques used in political communication research,
including surveys (both original data collections and secondary analyses), experiments, content
analysis, discourse analysis (focus groups and textual analysis), network and deliberation analysis,
comparative study designs, statistical analysis, and measurement issues.
  political text messages examples: An R Companion to Political Analysis Philip H. Pollock III,
Barry C. Edwards, 2022-07-29 The Third Edition of An R Companion to Political Analysis by Philip H.
Pollock III and Barry C. Edwards teaches your students to conduct political research with R, the
open-source programming language and software environment for statistical computing and
graphics. This workbook offers the same easy-to-use and effective style as the other software
companions to the Essentials of Political Analysis, tailored for R. With this comprehensive workbook,
students analyze research-quality data to learn descriptive statistics, data transformations, bivariate
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analysis (such as cross-tabulations and mean comparisons), controlled comparisons, correlation and
bivariate regression, interaction effects, and logistic regression. The clear explanations and
instructions are aided by the use of many annotated and labeled screen shots, as well as QR codes
linking to demonstration videos. The many end-of-chapter exercises allow students to apply their
new skills. The Third Edition includes new and revised exercises, along with new and updated
datasets from the 2020 American National Election Study, an experiment dataset, and two
aggregate datasets, one on 50 U.S. states and one based on countries of the world. A new structure
helps break up individual elements of political analysis for deeper explanation while an updated
suite of R functions makes using R even easier. Students will gain valuable skills learning to analyze
political data in R.
  political text messages examples: Text Typology and Translation Anna Trosborg, 1997-01-01
This book breaks new ground in translation theory and practice. The central question is: In what
ways are translations affected by text types? The two main areas of investigation are: A. What are
the advantages of focusing on text types when trying to understand the process of translation? How
do translators tackle different text types in their daily practice? B. To what extent and in what areas
are text types identical across languages and cultures? What similarities and dissimilarities can be
observed in text types of original and translated texts?Part I deals with methodological aspects and
offers a typology of translations both as product and as process. Part II is devoted to domain-specific
texts in a cross-cultural perspective, while Part III is concerned with terminology and lexicon as well
as the constraints of mode and medium involving dubbing and subtitling as translation methods.
Sonnets, sagas, fairy tales, novels and feature films, sermons, political speeches, international
treaties, instruction leaflets, business letters, academic lectures, academic articles, medical research
articles, technical brochures and legal documents are but some of the texts under investigation.In
sum, this volume provides a theoretical overview of major problems and possibilities as well as
investigations into a variety of text types with practical suggestions that deserve to be weighted by
anyone considering the relation between text typology and translation. The volume is indispensable
for the translator in his/her efforts to become a competent text-aware professional.
  political text messages examples: Sourcebook for Political Communication Research ,
  political text messages examples: Political Internet Biju P. R., 2016-11-03 This book
investigates the Internet as a site of political contestation in the Indian context. It widens the scope
of the public sphere to social media, and explores its role in shaping the resistance and protest
movements on the ground. The volume also explores the role of the Internet, a global technology, in
framing debates on the idea of the nation state, especially India, as well as diplomacy and
international relations. It also discusses the possibility of whether Internet can be used as a tool for
social justice and change, particularly by the underprivileged, to go beyond caste, class, gender and
other oppressive social structures. A tract for our times, this book will interest scholars and
researchers of politics, media studies, popular culture, sociology, international relations as well as
the general reader.
  political text messages examples: The Political Theory of the Bhagavad-Gita Stuart Gray,
2025-03-17 This book provides the first systematic analysis and interpretation of the Bhagavad-Gita
as a work of political theory. Exploring its narrative and characters comprehensively in its own
textual and historical context, with a close reading of the original Sanskrit, this volume fills a crucial
gap by enriching the study of this ancient religious and philosophical work. Key themes include
monarchy, rule, pluralism, and power. Additionally, by examining its influence on Mohandas Gandhi,
Narendra Modi, Hindu nationalism, and contemporary Indian democracy, it offers timely insights
into the enduring impact of the Gita’s ideas on political ideologies, movements, and rhetoric today.
  political text messages examples: Analyzing Text and Discourse Kristina Boréus, Göran
Bergström, 2017-02-25 A unique anthology of textual analysis methodologies, this book offers a
thorough introduction to the key approaches and the tools students need to implement them. Every
chapter contains not just the theory behind each methodology, but also its advantages and
disadvantages, its problems with ontology and language, and its relationship to studying social



phenomenon. Through contemporary and relatable real-world worked examples, the book illustrates
different contexts in which a methodology has been successfully used and allows students to see the
methods in action and extrapolate the techniques into their own research. Methods included:
Content analysis Argumentation analysis Qualitative analysis of ideas Narrative analysis Metaphor
analysis Multimodal discourse analysis Discourse analysis Engaging and authoritative in equal
measure, this guide to textual analysis is the perfect foundation for students conducting research in
the social sciences.
  political text messages examples: The Dynamics of Political Communication Richard M.
Perloff, 2013-12-04 The Dynamics of Political Communication blends the drama, excitement, and
chaos of politics with the extensive body of social science research that maps in detail the role of the
communication media in our political life. —Maxwell McCombs, University of Texas at Austin The
effortlessness and accessibility with which this text walks the reader through theories, current
examples and exercises will also make it a very popular textbook for undergraduate courses. I look
forward to assigning it in my classes. —Dietram A. Scheufele, University of Wisconsin-Madison
Written in an easily accessible style and filled with timely and interesting examples, this textbook
would be a first-rate addition to any introductory course on the topic. —Gadi Wolfsfeld, Author of
Making Sense of Media and Politics: Five Principles in Political Communication ...an engaging and
timely analysis of the central role of media in American politics. ... The book provides multiple
perspectives to stimulate critical thought and reflection. —Ann N. Crigler, University of Southern
California Perloff has offered a systematic overview of the topic that allows us to make sense of the
chaotic communication environment we are enveloped within. ... A must-read for anyone looking to
introduce themselves to this important research area. —R. Lance Holbert, The Ohio State University
? What impact do news and political advertising have on us? How do candidates use media to
persuade us as voters? Are we informed adequately about political issues? Do 21st-century political
communications measure up to democratic ideals??The Dynamics of Political Communication: Media
and Politics in a Digital Age?explores these issues and guides us through current political
communication theories and beliefs. Author Richard M. Perloff details the fluid landscape of political
communication and offers us an engaging introduction to the field and a thorough tour of the
discipline. He examines essential concepts in this arena, such as agenda-setting, agenda-building,
framing, political socialization, and issues of bias that are part of campaign news. Designed to
provide an understanding and appreciation of the principles involved in political communication
along with methods of research and hypothesis-testing, each chapter includes materials that
challenge us by encouraging reflection on controversial matters and providing links to online
examples of real-life political communication. The text’s companion website provides expanded
resources for students as well as materials for instructors to use in the classroom. The Dynamics of
Political Communication?immerses readers in contemporary events through its coverage of online
campaigning, effects of negative advertising, issues of gender bias in campaign politics, and
image-management strategies in the 2012 campaign. It will prepare you to survey the current
political landscape with a more critical eye, and encourage a greater understanding of the
challenges and occurrences presented in this constantly evolving field.
  political text messages examples: Widening the Lens Deborah Vriend Van Duinen, Erica R.
Hamilton, 2024 Drawing on an asset-based approach to adolescents and their literacy practices, this
book is a powerful resource for secondary teachers across all content areas. The authors encourage
a “widened lens” approach that considers varied perspectives and research findings when engaging
in multiple and often competing initiatives, issues, and pedagogies. Using examples from their own
and othersÕ classroom experiences, the authors explore numerous theoretical and practical
understandings of literacy to inform classroom instruction. They discuss different theories of literacy
instruction and the ways that sociocultural and cognitive approaches to literacy like the Science of
Reading and Whole Language can work in concert with each other. Readers will find relevant
information about adolescents’ multiliteracies, text selection and complexity, and meeting the needs
of diverse learners. With suggested resources, teaching strategies, and discussion questions



throughout, this is an ideal text for teacher education courses, professional learning communities,
and professionals who want to learn more about how to support adolescents’ literacy development.
Book Features: Research-based strategies to improve the reading ability of adolescents.Concise
descriptions of current literacy approaches commonly referenced in educational policy and the
media.Application suggestions with scenarios from middle and high school classrooms.Guiding
questions to help beginning teachers reflect on their own literacy experiences and their adolescent
students.Tables and a glossary of key terms to support readers’ understanding of complex concepts.
  political text messages examples: Political Communication Online Ognyan Seizov,
2014-04-24 The impact of the Internet on political communication has been significant and
multifaceted: it expanded the reach of political messages; opened the floodgates of
decontextualization and intercultural misunderstanding; made room for new genres and forms; and
allowed for the incorporation of every previously existing communication mode into complex
multilayered documents. Political Communication Online places these developments in their social
and media context, covers various disciplinary backgrounds and how they can contribute to a
common understanding of the evolving online media landscape, and proposes a novel
methodological tool for the analysis of political communication online. Seizov offers an approach that
places context at the core of the theoretical and methodological discussion by discussing the traits of
online communication that make it a unique communication environment. The book then brings
together different disciplines which have important contributions for the study of political
communication online but have not been integrated for this purpose so far, such as visual
communication, multimodal research, and cognitive psychology. Seizov introduces the book’s main
theoretical and methodological contribution to multimodal document analysis, the annotation
scheme Imagery and Communication in Online Narratives (ICON), and explores how the ICON
approach works in practice. Taking four distinct genres of online political communication – news,
election campaigns, NGOs, and social movements – the book presents the analyses of convenience
samples from each of them in detail. This text features a comprehensive theoretical discussion of
vital current developments in online political communication, places these developments in context,
and couples that with a practical demonstration of the novel methodology it proposes.
  political text messages examples: Handbook of Political Communication Research Lynda
Lee Kaid, 2004-07-19 This volume brings together the major thrusts of research and theory in
political communication. For scholars/researchers/students in political communication, mass
communication, and political science; and for readers in public opinion, political psychol
  political text messages examples: Political Women Michele Lockhart, Kathleen Mollick,
2013-09-25 This collection examines the ways in which women have used political rhetoric and
political discourse to provide leadership, or assert their right to leadership, at the national level.
While over the years women have broken through traditional roles, they are still underrepresented
in political leadership. In this text, scholars consider the various factors that continue to restrict
political leadership opportunities for women as well as some of the ways in which individual women
have strategically sought to enact political power and leadership for themselves. The contributors
analyze various case studies of leadership positions at the national level, looking at women who have
run, been nominated to run, or appointed to national positions. The interdisciplinary approach lends
itself to: rhetoric; political rhetoric; political discourse; leadership studies; women’s studies; gender
issues; satire; pop culture.
  political text messages examples: Digital Orality Cecelia Cutler, May Ahmar, Soubeika Bahri,
2022-10-31 This volume showcases innovative research on dialectal, vernacular, and other forms of
“oral,” speech-like writing in digital spaces. The shift from a predominantly print culture to a digital
culture is shaping people's identities and relationships to one another in important ways. Using
examples from distinct international contexts and language varieties (kiAmu, Lebanese, Ettounsi,
Shanghai Wu, Welsh English, and varieties of American English) the authors examine how people
use unexpected codes, scripts, and spellings to say something about who they are or aspire to be.
This book will be of particular interest to students and scholars interested in the impact of social



media on language use, style, and orthography, as well as those with a broader interest in literacy,
communication, language contact, and language change.
  political text messages examples: FCC Record United States. Federal Communications
Commission, 2015
  political text messages examples: The Ideology of Political Reactionaries Richard Shorten,
2021-12-30 The Ideology of Political Reactionaries offers a new perspective on the beliefs
reactionaries share, presenting a theory of reactionary ideology in the process. Rather than taking
self-contradictions in the reactionary imagination as a reason for diminishment, complexity is taken
as a challenge. The book argues that the features that unite reactionaries lie in rhetoric.
Reactionaries make three persuasive appeals: to decadence, conspiracy, and indignation. They also
display some recurrent styles. The book’s rhetorical approach entails a critique of the alternative
approaches to reactionary politics (dubbed as ‘dispositional’, ‘sociological’, and ‘conceptual’). At the
heart of the book is the textual analysis of the writings of a range of figures who are chosen in
deliberate diversity and who have interacted with political audiences in different eras and settings:
Edmund Burke, Joseph de Maistre, Sarah Palin, Donald Trump, Adolf Hitler, Éric Zemmour, Joe
McCarthy, Anders Breivik, and Nigel Farage. Analysis of their writings helps the book to reckon with
some particular puzzles of ideologies and rhetoric. These puzzles include the proximity of
reactionaries to conservatism, the ambiguity of their nostalgia, the myth of their essential charisma,
and the apparent fetishisation of facts. The Ideology of Political Reactionaries ought to interest
anyone concerned about current ideological trends and, in particular, students and scholars of
politics and history.
  political text messages examples: New Media Influence on Social and Political Change in
Africa Olorunnisola, Anthony A., 2013-06-30 While transitioning from autocracy to democracy, media
in Africa has always played an important role in democratic and non-democratic states; focusing on
politicians, diplomats, activists, and others who work towards political transformations. New Media
Influence on Social and Political Change in Africa addresses the development of new mass media
and communication tools and its influence on social and political change. While analyzing
democratic transitions and cultures with a theoretical perspective, this book also presents case
studies and national experiences for media, new media, and democracy scholars and practitioners.
  political text messages examples: The Political Uses of Literature Benjamin Kohlmann, Ivana
Perica, 2024-01-11 Drawing on a global history of politicized writing, this book explores literature's
utility as a mode of activism and aesthetic engagement with the political challenges of the current
moment. The question of literature's 'uses' has recently become a key topic of academic and public
debate. Paradoxically, however, these conversations often tend to bypass the rich history of
engagements with literature's distinctly political uses that form such a powerful current of 20th- and
21st-century artistic production and critical-theoretical reflection. The Political Uses of Literature
reopens discussion of literature's political and activist genealogies along several interrelated lines:
As a foundational moment, it draws attention to the important body of interwar politicized literature
and to debates about literature's ability to intervene in social reality. It then traces the mobilization
of related conversations and artistic practices across several historical conjunctures, most notably
the committed literature of the 1960s and our own present. In mapping out these geographically and
artistically diverse traditions – including case studies from the Americas, Europe, Africa, India and
Russia – contributors advance critical discussions in the field, making questions pertaining to
politicized art newly compelling to a broader and more diverse readership. Most importantly, this
volume insists on the need to think about literature's political uses today – at a time when it has
become increasingly difficult to imagine any kind of political efficacy for art, even as the need to do
so is growing more and more acute. Literature may not proffer easy answers to our political
problems, but as this collection suggests, the writing of the 20th century holds out aesthetic
resources for a renewed engagement with the dilemmas that face us now.
  political text messages examples: Here's Looking at You Ernest D. Giglio, 2010 Now in its
third edition, Here's Looking at You: Hollywood, Film and Politics examines the tangled relationship



between politics and Hollywood, which manifests itself in celebrity involvement in political
campaigns and elections, and in the overt and covert political messages conveyed by Hollywood
films. The book's findings contradict the film industry's assertion that it is simply in the
entertainment business, and examines how, while the majority of Hollywood films are strictly
commercial ventures, hundreds of movies - ranging from Birth of a Nation to Capitalism - do indeed
contain political messages. This new edition has been updated with new photos and cartoons, and
includes two new chapters, one on Afghan-Iraqi war films and the other on the treatment of race and
gender in Hollywood films, that are sure to stimulate discussion. Here's Looking at You serves as a
basic text for political film courses and as a supplement in American government and film studies
courses, and will also appeal to film buffs and people in the film industry.
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