
political science major byu
political science major byu is an academic path offered by Brigham Young
University that prepares students for careers in government, law, public
policy, and international relations. This program emphasizes a comprehensive
understanding of political theories, governmental structures, and public
administration. Students engage with a curriculum designed to foster critical
thinking, analytical skills, and effective communication. The major also
provides opportunities for research, internships, and involvement in campus
organizations related to politics and governance. This article explores the
structure, benefits, and career prospects associated with a political science
major at BYU. Additionally, it examines the specific concentrations, faculty
expertise, and resources available to students within the department.
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Overview of the Political Science Major at BYU
The political science major at BYU provides a solid foundation in the study
of political systems, behavior, and institutions. The program is designed to
equip students with a deep understanding of political processes at the local,
national, and international levels. Emphasizing both theoretical and
practical knowledge, BYU’s political science department offers a rigorous
academic environment that encourages inquiry and debate. Students learn to
analyze political data, interpret policy implications, and develop strategies
for political engagement. The major is well-suited for those interested in
careers in law, government service, international affairs, and nonprofit
leadership.

Curriculum and Course Structure
The curriculum for the political science major at BYU is carefully structured
to cover core areas of political science as well as specialized topics.
Students complete foundational courses in American government, comparative



politics, international relations, and political theory. Advanced electives
allow students to focus on areas such as public policy, political philosophy,
or regional studies. The program also emphasizes the development of research
methods and data analysis skills relevant to political science.

Core Courses
Core courses provide essential knowledge and skills for political science
students. These include:

Introduction to Political Science

American Government and Politics

Comparative Politics

International Relations

Political Theory

Research Methods in Political Science

Electives and Specializations
Students may choose from various electives to tailor their studies toward
specific interests. Popular specializations include:

Public Policy Analysis

International Security

Environmental Politics

Political Economy

Human Rights and Global Justice

Opportunities for Research and Internships
BYU’s political science major encourages active learning through research
projects and internship experiences. Students have access to faculty-led
research initiatives that explore contemporary political issues and
historical analysis. Internships offer practical experience in governmental
offices, NGOs, legislative bodies, and political campaigns. These



opportunities enable students to apply classroom knowledge to real-world
settings, enhancing their resumes and professional networks.

Research Programs
The department supports various research programs where students can
collaborate with professors or pursue independent studies. These programs
often culminate in presentations or publications, giving students valuable
academic exposure.

Internship Opportunities
Internships are available in multiple sectors, including:

Local and state government agencies

Federal government offices

International organizations

Political consulting firms

Advocacy groups and NGOs

Career Paths and Employment Prospects
A political science major from BYU offers a strong foundation for diverse
career paths. Graduates often pursue roles in the public sector, private
industry, or nonprofit organizations. The skills gained in this
program—critical thinking, policy analysis, communication, and research—are
highly valued across multiple fields. Additionally, many graduates continue
their education in law school, graduate programs in public administration, or
international relations.

Common Career Fields
Political science majors at BYU commonly enter careers such as:

Government Analyst or Administrator

Legislative Assistant

Public Policy Advisor



Diplomat or Foreign Service Officer

Political Campaign Manager

Legal Professional

Journalist or Political Commentator

Graduate Studies and Professional Development
Many BYU political science graduates pursue advanced degrees to further
enhance their expertise and career opportunities. Programs in law, public
policy, international affairs, and political science are popular choices. BYU
also provides career counseling and networking events to support students’
transition into the workforce or graduate studies.

Faculty and Academic Resources
The political science department at BYU boasts a team of experienced faculty
members who specialize in a wide array of political science disciplines.
Professors are actively involved in research, publications, and policy
discussions, enriching the academic experience for students. The department
also offers numerous academic resources including writing centers, research
databases, and guest lectures from political figures and scholars.

Faculty Expertise
Faculty members at BYU cover diverse specialties including constitutional
law, comparative politics, Middle Eastern studies, political philosophy, and
international diplomacy. This expertise allows students to gain comprehensive
insights and mentorship.

Academic Support Services
Students benefit from academic advising, tutoring programs, and career
services specifically tailored to political science majors. These resources
help guide course selection, research projects, and career planning.

Student Organizations and Extracurricular



Activities
BYU offers a range of student organizations and extracurricular activities
that complement the political science major. These groups provide forums for
political discussion, leadership development, and community engagement.
Participation in such organizations enhances the academic experience and
builds professional skills.

Key Student Organizations

BYU Political Science Association

Model United Nations Team

Young Democrats and Young Republicans Clubs

Public Policy Forum

Debate Club

Extracurricular Benefits
Engaging in these activities helps students develop networking connections,
practice public speaking, and gain practical experience in political advocacy
and campaign work. These experiences often prove valuable in securing
internships and employment after graduation.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the core courses required for a Political
Science major at BYU?
The Political Science major at BYU requires core courses such as Introduction
to American Politics, Comparative Politics, International Relations,
Political Theory, and Research Methods, along with various electives and a
senior seminar.

Does BYU offer opportunities for Political Science
majors to participate in internships?
Yes, BYU encourages Political Science majors to engage in internships with
government agencies, non-profits, and political organizations to gain



practical experience and enhance their career prospects.

What career paths can a Political Science major from
BYU pursue?
Graduates with a Political Science degree from BYU often pursue careers in
law, public administration, international relations, political consulting,
education, and non-profit management.

Are there any student organizations at BYU related
to Political Science?
Yes, BYU has student organizations such as the BYU Political Science Society
and Model United Nations that provide networking, leadership development, and
experiential learning opportunities for Political Science students.

How does BYU's Political Science program integrate
LDS values into the curriculum?
BYU's Political Science program integrates LDS values by emphasizing ethics,
civic responsibility, and service, encouraging students to approach political
issues with integrity and a commitment to community and faith-based
principles.

Additional Resources
1. Understanding American Politics: A BYU Perspective
This book offers a comprehensive overview of the American political system
with a focus on the unique perspectives and research emerging from Brigham
Young University. It covers foundational concepts such as the Constitution,
federalism, and political behavior, while integrating case studies relevant
to Utah and the Intermountain West. Students benefit from its clear
explanations and practical applications in current political contexts.

2. Theories of Political Science: Foundations and Applications
A key text for political science majors, this book explores major political
theories and their development over time. It provides critical analysis of
classical and contemporary theories, including realism, liberalism, and
constructivism. The book also emphasizes application to modern political
issues, encouraging students to connect theory with practice.

3. Comparative Politics in a Global Context
This work examines political systems around the world, comparing democratic,
authoritarian, and hybrid regimes. It highlights methodological approaches
used in comparative politics and discusses significant case studies from
various continents. The book is especially useful for BYU students seeking to
understand global political diversity and challenges.



4. Political Institutions and Public Policy
Focusing on the relationship between political institutions and policy
outcomes, this book analyzes how structures like legislatures, executives,
and courts influence policymaking. It includes detailed discussions on policy
formulation, implementation, and evaluation, providing students with tools to
critically assess political decision-making processes.

5. Political Behavior and Public Opinion
This title delves into the psychological and sociological factors shaping
political behavior, including voting patterns, political socialization, and
media influence. It offers insights into how public opinion is formed and
measured, with examples drawn from contemporary U.S. politics. The book is
essential for understanding the electorate and political communication.

6. International Relations: Concepts and Cases
Covering the fundamentals of international relations, this book introduces
key concepts such as sovereignty, diplomacy, and conflict resolution. It
integrates real-world case studies to illustrate theoretical frameworks like
realism and liberal internationalism. BYU political science students gain a
solid grounding in global political dynamics through this comprehensive
resource.

7. Political Economy: Markets, States, and Power
This text explores the intersection of economics and politics, analyzing how
economic systems and political structures influence each other. It discusses
topics such as regulation, development, and globalization, providing a
multidisciplinary approach. Students learn to assess policy decisions through
both economic and political lenses.

8. Constitutional Law and Civil Rights
An essential resource for understanding the U.S. Constitution and its role in
protecting civil liberties, this book covers landmark Supreme Court cases and
constitutional interpretations. It discusses the balance of powers and
individual rights, helping students grasp key legal principles affecting
American politics.

9. Religion and Politics in America
This book investigates the complex relationship between religion and
political life in the United States. It covers historical developments,
contemporary debates, and the impact of religious beliefs on voting behavior
and policy preferences. BYU students benefit from its nuanced analysis of
faith’s role in shaping American political culture.
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  political science major byu: The Advocate , 2001-09-25 The Advocate is a lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender (LGBT) monthly newsmagazine. Established in 1967, it is the oldest continuing
LGBT publication in the United States.
  political science major byu: Brigham Young University Studies Brigham Young University,
1991 A voice for the community of LDS scholars.
  political science major byu: The Precarious Walk Phyllis Barber, 2022-06-21 In
wide-ranging personal essays at the crossroads of place and perspective, Phyllis Barber challenges
and celebrates her Great Basin roots. From a backwoods church in Arkansas to the disappeared
town of St. Thomas, buried beneath the waters of Lake Mead, award-winning essayist Phyllis Barber
travels roads both internal and external, reflecting upon place and perspective, ambition and loss in
The Precarious Walk. As a child growing up in the Mojave Desert, she witnesses the massive power
of the Hoover Dam and a fiery rip in the sky from the Nevada Test Site. As an adult, Barber searches
for meaning through music, movement, and human connection, examining her Mormon upbringing,
the profound ways people and landscape impact one another, and the sudden loss of her first child
with open-ended honesty. Barber's distinctly feminine voice expands upon the literature of the West
alongside Ellen Meloy and Terry Tempest Williams, with seeking and questioning at the heart of this
deeply felt collection. In the spirit of Flannery O'Connor and David James Duncan, Barber adds a
deeply generous and—true to her high–desert roots—down-to-earth voice to the illumination of
human experience.
  political science major byu: A Conversation with Ambassador Keith C. Smith Keith C. Smith,
2010-04-12 For more than 230 years, extraordinary men and women have represented the United
States abroad with courage and dedication. Yet their accomplishments in promoting and protecting
American interests remain little known to their compatriots. The Association for Diplomatic Studies
and Training (ADST) created the Diplomatic Oral History Series to help fill this void by publishing in
book form selected transcripts of interviews from its Foreign Affairs Oral History Collection. The text
contained herein acquaints readers with the distinguished service of the Honorable Keith C. Smith
as a career Foreign Service officer, special adviser to the Government of Estonia, and Ambassador to
Lithuania. We are proud to make his interview available through the Diplomatic Oral History Series.
  political science major byu: To Advanced Proficiency and Beyond Newel Anthony Brown,
Jennifer Bown, 2015-01-02 Due to the pressures of globalization, American society increasingly
needs citizens who can carry out Superior level functions in languages other than English.
Instructors, researchers, and students of second language acquisition seek scholarly resources to
help satisfy this demand. In this volume, leading experts in second language acquisition and
language planning supply cutting-edge research on working memory and cognition and empirical
studies of effective teaching. The theoretical and empirical work in these pages is complemented by
descriptions of successful pedagogical practices that take students from the Advanced to the
Superior levels and beyond. With examples ranging across a number of languages, including
Russian, Chinese, and Arabic, the volume will serve a broad audience. This practical handbook will
help seasoned instructors improve outcomes, while it can also be used for training new instructors in
methods courses.
  political science major byu: The Advocate , 2001-09-25 The Advocate is a lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender (LGBT) monthly newsmagazine. Established in 1967, it is the oldest continuing
LGBT publication in the United States.
  political science major byu: The Advocate , 2001
  political science major byu: Venezuela's Chavismo and Populism in Comparative Perspective
Kirk A. Hawkins, 2010-04-12 This book examines the populist movement of Hugo Chávez in
Venezuela and argues that populism is primarily a response to widespread corruption. It defends a
definition of populism as a set of ideas and measures populism across Venezuela and other
countries. It also explores the influence of populist ideas on political organization and policy.
  political science major byu: Preventing and responding to acts of terrorism : a review of



current law : hearing ,
  political science major byu: Preventing and Responding to Acts of Terrorism United
States. Congress. Senate. Committee on the Judiciary, 2007
  political science major byu: Hugh Nibley Boyd Jay Petersen, 2002-01-01 2003 Best
Biography Award, Mormon History Association As one of the LDS Church’s most widely recognized
scholars, Hugh Nibley is both an icon and an enigma. Through complete access to Nibley’s
correspondence, journals, notes, and papers, Petersen has painted a portrait that reveals the man
behind the legend. Starting with a foreword written by Zina Nibley Petersen and finishing with
appendices that include some of the best of Nibley’s personal correspondence, the biography reveals
aspects of the tapestry of the life of one who has truly consecrated his life to the service of the Lord.
  political science major byu: The Mormon Hierarchy D. Michael Quinn, 1997 The Mormon
church today is led by an elite group of older men, nearly three-quarters of whom are related to
current or past general church authorities. This dynastic hierarchy meets in private; neither its
minutes nor the church's finances are available for public review. Members are reassured by public
relations spokesmen that all is well and that harmony prevails among these brethren. But by
interviewing former church aides, examining hundreds of diaries, and drawing from his own past
experience as an insider within the Latter-day Saint historical department, D. Michael Quinn
presents a fuller view. His extensive research documents how the governing apostles, seventies, and
presiding bishops are likely to be at loggerheads, as much as united. These strong-willed,
independent men-like directors of a large corporation or supreme court justices-lobby among their
colleagues, forge alliances, out-maneuver opponents, and broker compromises. There is more:
clandestine political activities, investigative and punitive actions by church security forces, personal
loans from church coffers (later written off as bad debts), and other privileged power-vested
activities. Quinn considers the changing role and attitude of the leadership toward visionary
experiences, the momentous events which have shaped quorum protocol and doctrine, and
day-to-day bureaucratic intrigue from the time of Brigham Young to the dawn of the twenty-first
century. The hierarchy seems at root well-intentioned and even at times aggressive in fulfilling its
stated responsibility, which is to expedite the Second Coming. Where they have become convinced
that God has spoken, they have set aside personal differences, offered unqualified support, and
spoken with a unified voice. This potential for change, when coupled with the tempering effect of
competing viewpoints, is something Quinn finds encouraging about Mormonism. But one should not
assume that these men are infallible or work in anything approaching uninterrupted unanimity.
  political science major byu: The Marrow of Human Experience William Albert Wilson, Jill
Terry Rudy, 2006-09-30 Composed over several decades, the essays here are remarkably fresh and
relevant. They offer instruction for the student just beginning the study of folklore as well as
repeated value for the many established scholars who continue to wrestle with issues that Wilson
has addressed. As his work has long offered insight on critical matters—nationalism, genre, belief,
the relationship of folklore to other disciplines in the humanities and arts, the currency of legend,
the significance of humor as a cultural expression, and so forth—so his recent writing, in its reflexive
approach to narrative and storytelling, illuminates today’s paradigms. Its notable autobiographical
dimension, long an element of Wilson’s work, employs family and local lore to draw conclusions of
more universal significance. Another way to think of it is that newer folklorists are catching up with
Wilson and what he has been about for some time. As a body, Wilson’s essays develop related topics
and connected themes. This collection organizes them in three coherent parts. The first examines
the importance of folklore—what it is and its value in various contexts. Part two, drawing especially
on the experience of Finland, considers the role of folklore in national identity, including both how it
helps define and sustain identity and the less savory ways it may be used for the sake of nationalistic
ideology. Part three, based in large part on Wilson’s extensive work in Mormon folklore, which is the
most important in that area since that of Austin and Alta Fife, looks at religious cultural expressions
and outsider perceptions of them and, again, at how identity is shaped, by religious belief,
experience, and participation; by the stories about them; and by the many other expressive parts of



life encountered daily in a culture. Each essay is introduced by a well-known folklorist who discusses
the influence of Wilson’s scholarship. These include Richard Bauman, Margaret Brady, Simon
Bronner, Elliott Oring, Henry Glassie, David Hufford, Michael Owen Jones, and Beverly Stoeltje.
  political science major byu: Dialogue , 1971 A journal of Mormon thought.
  political science major byu: The Unofficial, Unbiased Guide to the 328 Most Interesting
Colleges Trent Anderson, Seppy Basili, Kaplan, Inc, 2003-08 Profiles 331 colleges with national
survey results on academics, social activities, sports, dorm life, and other topics; includes tips for
surviving life on campus.
  political science major byu: The Utah Educational Review , 1958
  political science major byu: Department of Defense's Work with States, Universities,
and Students to Transform the Nation's Foreign Language Capacity United States. Congress.
House. Committee on Armed Services. Oversight and Investigations Subcommittee, 2009
  political science major byu: Resources in education , 1987-07
  political science major byu: The Improvement Era , 1962
  political science major byu: The College Buzz Book Carolyn C. Wise, Stephanie Hauser,
2007-03-26 Many guides claim to offer an insider view of top undergraduate programs, but no
publisher understands insider information like Vault, and none of these guides provides the rich
detail that Vault's new guide does. Vault publishes the entire surveys of current students and alumni
at more than 300 top undergraduate institutions. Each 2- to 3-page entry is composed almost
entirely of insider comments from students and alumni. Through these narratives Vault provides
applicants with detailed, balanced perspectives.
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