
political science graduation caps

political science graduation caps symbolize a significant academic
achievement for students completing their studies in the field of political
science. These caps are not only traditional academic regalia but also carry
specific meanings related to the discipline. Understanding the significance,
design, and variations of political science graduation caps can enhance the
appreciation of graduation ceremonies. This article explores the importance
of political science graduation caps, their symbolic colors, and how
graduates can personalize their caps. Additionally, it covers the history and
evolution of graduation caps in political science, as well as tips for
purchasing and caring for these academic accessories. The following sections
provide a detailed overview of these topics to guide students and educators
alike.

The Symbolism Behind Political Science Graduation Caps

Design and Colors of Political Science Graduation Caps

History and Evolution of Graduation Caps in Political Science

Personalizing Political Science Graduation Caps

Purchasing and Caring for Political Science Graduation Caps

The Symbolism Behind Political Science
Graduation Caps
Political science graduation caps are more than just a piece of academic
attire; they represent the culmination of years of rigorous study and
dedication to understanding governance, policy, and political systems. The
cap, traditionally known as a mortarboard, is a universal symbol of academic
achievement. For political science graduates, the cap also embodies the
discipline’s commitment to critical thinking, civic responsibility, and
leadership.

Significance of the Mortarboard
The mortarboard cap originated from medieval European universities and has
since become an enduring symbol in modern graduations. Its flat, square shape
is said to represent the book or the “mortarboard” used by masons,
symbolizing the building of knowledge. In political science, this symbolism
aligns well with the discipline’s foundation in building informed citizens



and policymakers.

Colors and Their Meanings
The tassel and hood colors associated with political science graduation caps
carry specific meanings. Typically, the color purple is linked to political
science, representing sovereignty, wisdom, and justice. Graduates often wear
tassels in this color to signify their field of study, distinguishing their
academic focus during commencement ceremonies.

Design and Colors of Political Science
Graduation Caps
The design of political science graduation caps follows traditional academic
standards but incorporates unique elements that reflect the discipline.
Understanding these design aspects helps graduates select appropriate regalia
that honors their achievement and field.

Standard Mortarboard Features
The standard political science graduation cap consists of a black square
board attached to a skullcap, with a tassel that hangs from the center. The
cap is usually made from polyester or similar materials to provide durability
and comfort. The tassel is often adjustable, allowing graduates to move it
from right to left during the ceremony to symbolize the conferral of the
degree.

Color Significance in Academic Regalia
Academic regalia colors are governed by traditions established by the
American Council on Education. For political science, the official color is
dark blue or sometimes purple, which is reflected in the color of the tassel
or the velvet trim on hoods. These colors help to visually distinguish
graduates of political science from other disciplines during ceremonies.

Variations and Customizations
Some institutions or graduates choose to add custom designs or colors to
their caps to reflect political science themes, such as emblems of democracy,
government seals, or quotes from famous political theorists. These
customizations must comply with university guidelines but add a personal
touch to the traditional cap design.



History and Evolution of Graduation Caps in
Political Science
The tradition of wearing graduation caps dates back several centuries, with
roots in medieval Europe. Over time, political science graduation caps have
evolved in design and symbolism to reflect changes in education and society.

Medieval Origins
Graduation caps originated in the 14th century as a practical garment to keep
scholars warm in unheated university halls. The square shape became
standardized as a symbol of scholarly achievement. Political science,
emerging as a distinct academic discipline in the 19th century, adopted these
traditions early on.

Adoption in American Universities
Political science graduation caps became part of American academic ceremonies
in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Universities began to codify
regalia colors and styles to identify different disciplines clearly.
Political science aligned with colors symbolizing justice and governance to
emphasize the field’s societal role.

Modern Adaptations
Today, political science graduation caps maintain their traditional form but
often include modern materials and personalized elements. The rise of digital
printing has allowed for intricate designs and custom tassels, making
graduation caps a canvas for individual expression while preserving academic
dignity.

Personalizing Political Science Graduation Caps
Many political science graduates seek ways to personalize their caps to
reflect their academic journey, passions, and future aspirations.
Personalization adds meaning and uniqueness to the graduation experience.

Popular Personalization Ideas

Incorporating political quotes or slogans relevant to the graduate’s
interests

Adding symbols such as scales of justice, government seals, or flags



Using colors and designs that represent political ideologies or
movements

Embroidering names, graduation years, or degree titles

Guidelines and Restrictions
While personalization is encouraged, universities typically have guidelines
to maintain decorum and uniformity. Caps must adhere to size restrictions,
avoid offensive content, and not obstruct the view of other graduates. It is
essential to review institutional policies before customizing political
science graduation caps.

Purchasing and Caring for Political Science
Graduation Caps
Acquiring a political science graduation cap involves selecting quality
materials and ensuring proper fit and style. Proper care extends the cap’s
longevity, allowing it to be preserved as a keepsake.

Where to Purchase
Graduation caps can be purchased through university bookstores, official
academic regalia suppliers, or online retailers specializing in graduation
accessories. It is important to verify that the cap’s colors and styles
comply with the institution’s standards for political science graduates.

Choosing the Right Fit and Material
Political science graduation caps are typically made from polyester, which is
lightweight and durable. Selecting the correct size is crucial for comfort
during long ceremonies. Some caps come with adjustable bands to accommodate
different head sizes.

Care and Storage Tips
To maintain the appearance of political science graduation caps, it is
advisable to:

Store the cap in a cool, dry place to prevent warping

Avoid crushing the square board by placing it flat or in a protective



box

Spot clean stains with a damp cloth and mild detergent

Keep tassels untangled and hang them properly after use

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some popular designs for political science
graduation caps?
Popular designs for political science graduation caps often feature symbols
like the scales of justice, the Capitol building, famous political quotes, or
images of influential political figures.

How can I personalize my political science
graduation cap?
You can personalize your political science graduation cap by adding quotes
from famous political leaders, symbols related to political science such as
globes, flags, or party logos, or artwork representing your political
interests.

Are there any specific colors associated with
political science graduation caps?
While graduation caps are typically black, tassel colors can vary. Political
science often uses colors like white or gold for tassels, but it depends on
the institution's tradition.

What quotes are suitable for a political science
graduation cap?
Suitable quotes include famous political statements such as 'The price of
freedom is eternal vigilance' or 'Ask not what your country can do for you –
ask what you can do for your country.' Quotes that reflect political ideals
or social justice themes are also popular.

Can I incorporate political party symbols into my
graduation cap design?
Yes, you can incorporate political party symbols if it aligns with your
personal beliefs and your institution’s guidelines allow it. It's important
to keep the design respectful and appropriate for the graduation ceremony.



Where can I find inspiration for political science
graduation cap designs?
Inspiration can be found on social media platforms like Instagram and
Pinterest, where graduates share their cap designs. Political science forums
and university groups may also showcase creative ideas.

Is it appropriate to use humor on a political
science graduation cap?
Humor can be appropriate if it is respectful and tasteful. Clever political
puns or satire that celebrate your field without offending others can make
your cap memorable.

How do I attach decorations to my political science
graduation cap without damaging it?
Use lightweight materials and attach decorations with fabric glue, double-
sided tape, or hot glue sparingly. Avoid using heavy or sharp objects that
can damage the cap or make it uncomfortable to wear.

Are there any restrictions on graduation cap
decorations for political science majors?
Restrictions vary by institution. Generally, caps must remain flat and
decorations should not obstruct the view of others or contain offensive
content. It's best to check with your school's graduation guidelines before
decorating your cap.

Additional Resources
1. The Politics of Graduation Caps: Symbolism and Power in Academic Regalia
This book explores the historical and political significance of graduation
caps, focusing on how academic regalia represents institutional power and
social status. It delves into the evolution of cap styles and colors, linking
them to broader political and cultural movements. Readers will gain insight
into how graduation ceremonies reflect societal hierarchies and political
ideologies.

2. Diplomas and Democracy: Political Science Graduates and Their Role in
Society
Examining the impact of political science graduates on democratic
institutions, this book highlights the responsibilities and challenges faced
by new graduates entering public service. It discusses how education shapes
political values and civic engagement. The book also considers the symbolism
of graduation caps as a rite of passage into political participation.



3. Academic Regalia as Political Statement: The Graduation Cap in Context
This title investigates how graduation caps serve as political symbols within
academic and public spheres. It analyzes instances where regalia has been
used to make political statements, protests, or affirmations of identity. The
book provides case studies from various countries and political contexts,
offering a global perspective on academic symbolism.

4. From Mortarboards to Movements: Political Science Graduates Shaping Change
Focusing on political science graduates who have become activists,
policymakers, and leaders, this book connects the ceremonial aspect of
graduation with real-world political impact. It traces the journeys of
several influential individuals and their contributions to social and
political movements. The graduation cap is portrayed as a metaphor for the
transition from student to agent of change.

5. Cap and Gown Politics: The Intersection of Education and Political
Identity
This book explores how educational milestones, symbolized by the graduation
cap, influence political identity formation among students and graduates. It
examines the role of universities in shaping political beliefs and the
significance of graduation ceremonies in reinforcing or challenging these
identities. The text includes interviews and surveys of political science
graduates.

6. Symbols of Authority: Graduation Caps in Political Science Ceremonies
An in-depth look at the use of graduation caps as symbols of authority and
legitimacy in political science graduations. The book discusses the
ceremonial practices that reinforce academic and political hierarchies. It
also explores the psychological impact of wearing regalia on graduates’ self-
perception and future political aspirations.

7. Mortarboards and Manifestos: Political Science Graduates Crafting Future
Policies
This book highlights the role of political science graduates in policy-making
and governance, linking their academic achievements symbolized by the
mortarboard to their future contributions. It features analysis of policy
initiatives led by recent graduates and the educational foundations
underpinning their work. The graduation cap is depicted as a symbol of
readiness to influence political systems.

8. The Graduation Cap Debate: Tradition Versus Innovation in Political
Science Ceremonies
Addressing contemporary debates around academic regalia, this book discusses
calls for reforming or modernizing graduation cap traditions within political
science faculties. It weighs arguments about preserving heritage against
embracing inclusivity and innovation. The book offers perspectives from
students, faculty, and political theorists on the significance of ritual in
education.

9. Political Science, Caps, and Campus Culture: Rituals of Graduation
This book examines how campus culture shapes and is shaped by graduation



rituals, with a focus on political science departments. It investigates the
social and political meanings attached to the graduation cap and gown during
commencement events. The text also considers how these rituals foster
community, identity, and political awareness among graduates.
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  political science graduation caps: We See You! Daisy M. Jenkins, 2024-08-26 One warm
Arizona morning, Daisy Jenkins was talking with God during her daily walk and lamenting to Him
about the negativity, vitriol, and hatred permeating US news media. Whatever happened to kindness
and goodness? Jenkins wondered. Why didn't newspapers and TV broadcasts ever highlight stories
of love and support, especially in the wake of the devastating COVID-19 pandemic? Instead,
American society was being bombarded with reporting on the violence, mass shootings, political
wrangling, and racial injustice that kept our country angry, mistrustful, and constantly on edge. God,
Jenkins said, somebody needs to write more about the positive things happening in our world today.
God's answer was immediate: You're a writer. Why don't you write something positive and stop
waiting for someone else to do it? As soon as Jenkins heard this call to action, she got to work. This
book features thirty amazing men, ranging in age from twenty-two to ninety-eight, with heartfelt and
inspiring life stories to share. Their experiences may not be a cure-all for the troubles of this world,
but they offer us precious liberation, even for a short while, from negativity. They remind us that
when we look for goodness, we will find that it is still alive and well and that it's high time we shine
a brighter light on it to reveal the truth that the more we see the goodness around us, the more we
allow others to see it within us.
  political science graduation caps: Claiming Space Sheila Bock, 2023-10-09 Claiming Space
examines the growing tradition of decorating mortarboards at college graduations, offering a
performance-centered approach to these material sites of display. Taking mortarboard displays
seriously as public performances of the personal, this book highlights the creative, playful, and
powerful ways graduates use their caps to fashion their personal engagement with notions of self,
community, education, and the unknown future. Claiming the space of these graduation caps is a
popular and widespread way that individuals make their voices heard, or rather seen, in the visual
landscape of commencement ceremonies. The forms and meanings of these material displays take
shape in relation to broader, ongoing conversations about higher education in the United States,
conversations grounded in discourses of belonging, citizenship, and the promises of the American
Dream. Integrating observational fieldwork with extensive interviews and surveys, author Sheila
Bock highlights the interpretations of individuals participating in this tradition. She also attends to
the public framings of this tradition, including how images of mortarboards have grounded online
enactments of community through hashtags such as #LatinxGradCaps and #LetTheFeathersFly, as
well as what rhetorical framings are employed in news coverage and legal documents in cases where
the value of the practice is both called into question and justified. As university administrators and
cultural commentators seek to make sense of the current state of higher education, these forms of
material expression offer insight into how students themselves are grappling with higher ed's
promises and shortcomings. Claiming Space is a meaningful contribution to folklore, cultural
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studies, media studies, and education.
  political science graduation caps: Michiganensian , 1992
  political science graduation caps: Announcement Highland Park junior college, Highland
Park, Mich, 1959
  political science graduation caps: APA Style & Citations For Dummies Joe Giampalmi,
2021-04-09 Write right in for scholarly success While world-renowned for the precision and clarity it
lends to scholarly writing, keeping track of APA style's exacting standards can be demanding (at
times even excruciating!) for initiates and seasoned writers alike. Created and governed by the
American Psychological Association, it provides a universal style for formatting, citations, and
footnotes in psychological research, behavioral and social science journals, and beyond. Getting up
to speed is tough stuff, but once you've got it, your work will have that easy-to-follow scholarly
authority that will get high marks from your professors and peers alike. Your friendly,
frustration-free guide for this adventure in simplifying APA style is Joe Giampalmi, who has taught
more than 100 APA-style composition courses to college students. He takes the pain of following APA
style away by breaking it down to its essential elements and focusing on the important stuff students
encounter most. You'll work through specific, real-life examples of using APA style for psychology,
criminology, business, and nursing papers. In addition to demystifying the intricacies of formatting
and citation, APA Style & Citations For Dummies has got you covered in all matters of grammar and
punctuation—as well as guidance on how APA style can help you negotiate issues around the ethics
of authorship and the importance of word choice in reducing bias. Develop conciseness and clarity
Pay attention to flow, structure, and logic in your writing Know when, why, how, and what to cite
Keep your writing ethically conscious and bias-free Writing in APA style is something that almost all
students will need to do at some point: APA Style & Citations For Dummies is a must-have desk
reference to know how to win the approval of your professors—and earn the marks you need for
success!
  political science graduation caps: The Cap and Gown , 1895
  political science graduation caps: Indiana University Alumni Quarterly , 1928
  political science graduation caps: Princeton Alumni Weekly , 1910
  political science graduation caps: Publications of the Michigan Political Science Association
Michigan Political Science Association, 1902
  political science graduation caps: Sports, Media, and Society Kevin Hull, 2024-03-26
Whether espoused by sports leagues, teams, or individual athletes, social issues are part of the
sporting world fabric. The sports media often plays the gatekeeper, deciding how messages are
presented and to what extent they’re covered—if at all. Sports, Media, and Society investigates the
impact of societal issues in sports and how the media reports those stories. Why does the sports
media operate in the manner that it does, and what’s the impact of its decisions on the audience?
With Sports, Media, and Society, there is now a resource that combines mainstay class discussion
points, current case studies, and theoretical and historical foundations in one comprehensive text.
The book’s 34 chapters are each short and concise—a format preferred by instructors—covering a
wide range of topics and easily digestible for students. Part I covers sports media history and the
media’s role as gatekeeper. Chapters explore the history and evolution of various
media—newspapers, magazines, radio, television, and social media—and the business of and
competition between sports media entities. Case studies examine NBC’s Olympics coverage and the
nimbleness of Sports Illustrated in the digital space. Part II showcases television’s impact on how
fans follow sports. Discussions include ABC’s Wide World of Sports, which exposed viewers to events
around the globe; ESPN’s foray into 24/7 sports coverage; and Fox Sports’ shocking NFL deal, which
marked a new era in media rights negotiations and sports broadcasting technologies. The
intersection of sports and social issues is the focus of part III. Numerous issues are addressed,
punctuated by case studies involving key players and events related to each topic. Cases concerning
Colin Kaepernick, USWNT (and coverage of women’s sports generally), LGBTQ+ issues, and
obstacles faced by women working in sports media are highlights, while examinations of social



identity theory and framing provide context on how people identify with specific groups and how the
media influences opinions. Athletes and sport entities are constantly in the news—not always in a
positive light. Part IV addresses crisis management and communication, featuring case studies about
Tiger Woods, Lance Armstrong, LeBron James (The Decision), Kobe Bryant (his death and the
misreporting of facts surrounding it), and the Houston Astros sign-stealing scandal. The text
concludes with part V, which explores emerging trends in sports media and society. Through social
media, virtually anyone can become a thought leader (wresting control from traditional outlets), and
teams and athletes can dialogue directly with fans, effectively sidelining sports journalists. Chapters
on the formerly taboo subjects of athlete mental health and sports wagering, as well as the
exploding popularity of esports, round out the text. Sports shape our culture in numerous ways, and
the sports media plays a transformative role in how it occurs. Sports, Media, and Society prepares
tomorrow’s sports journalists and communicators to venture beyond the how-tos of developing
content to understanding the whys behind it.
  political science graduation caps: Cyclopædia of Political Science, Political Economy,
and of the Political History of the United States John Joseph Lalor, 1886
  political science graduation caps: Cyclopaedia of Political Science John Joseph Lalor (d.
1899, ed), 1888
  political science graduation caps: A History of the Class of Eighteen Hundred and
Eighty-three of Columbia College Columbia University. Class of 1883, 1911
  political science graduation caps: The Daily Crimson , 1885
  political science graduation caps: China Exchange News , 1983
  political science graduation caps: Whither Indian Ocean Maritime Order? Contributions to a
Seminar on Narendra Modi's SAGAR Speech Ambassador Yogendra Kumar, 2017-02-15 Prime
Minister Modi articulated his vision for the future of the Indian Ocean region when he presented the
Offshore Patrol Vessel Barracuda to the Mauritian Coast Guard on March 12, 2015, at Port Louis.
Such authoritative statement on Indian Ocean by an Indian leader has not been made for a long
time. It evoked considerable interest amongst strategic analysts everywhere. Whilst infusing a soft
civilisational complexion to India’s envisaged role, it signifies, also, a determination to seek a future
of ‘Security and Growth for All in the Region’ – or SAGAR (Hindi for ‘sea’). As Indian Ocean assumes
greater significance in the wake of profound geo-strategic shifts and multitudinous challenges to
regional stability, there is universal interest in India’s policy approach and capabilities toward the
shaping of a stable maritime order. The Indian political leadership is conscious of the evolving
strategic situation and its implications for the country’s security and well-being; it, at the same time,
feels that the current circumstances are propitious for such a policy to be successful in substantial
measure. Its benign external image and US and other countries’, especially regional, support for
more proactive engagement provide the wellspring for its determination that the Indian Ocean’s
challenges should be met by the countries of the region itself even as the legitimate interests of
outside powers can be accommodated. The eminent contributors to this volume analyse the various
components of the SAGAR pronouncement and contextualise them against the emerging strategic
trends and the spectrum of bilateral and multilateral effort required for its success.
  political science graduation caps: University of Denver and Colorado Seminary
Catalogue University of Denver, 1905
  political science graduation caps: University of Denver and Colorado Seminary Bi-monthly
Bulletin Denver. University, University of Denver, 1904
  political science graduation caps: Rethinking the Law School Carel Stolker, 2015-10-15
Written by a former dean, this book offers a unique understanding of challenges facing legal
education, research, publishing and governance.
  political science graduation caps: The North British Review , 1861
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