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political science major unc offers students a comprehensive education in the study of government, politics, and
public policy. This major at the University of North Carolina is designed to provide a deep understanding of
political theories, international relations, comparative politics, and American government. Students pursuing a
political science major at UNC benefit from rigorous coursework, distinguished faculty, and various research
opportunities. The program emphasizes critical thinking, analytical skills, and real-world application, preparing
graduates for diverse careers in public service, law, academia, and beyond. This article explores the key aspects
of the political science major at UNC, including curriculum details, faculty expertise, career prospects, and
extracurricular opportunities. The following sections provide a structured overview to guide prospective and
current students through the program’s offerings and benefits.
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Overview of the Political Science Major at UNC

The political science major at UNC is designed to engage students in the comprehensive study of political
systems, behavior, and institutional structures. It provides a balanced approach to understanding both
domestic and international politics, combining theoretical frameworks with empirical analysis. The program
encourages students to critically evaluate political phenomena and develop a nuanced perspective on global
and national governance. UNC’s political science department is known for its commitment to academic
excellence and fostering a vibrant intellectual community. Students gain exposure to various subfields
including political theory, public policy, comparative politics, and international relations. The major prepares
students not only for advanced study but also for active participation in political processes and leadership
roles.

Program Goals and Learning Outcomes

The political science major at UNC aims to develop students’ abilities in critical thinking, effective
communication, and research methodology. Graduates are expected to demonstrate a thorough understanding
of political concepts and institutions, as well as the ability to apply these insights to real-world
challenges. The program encourages analytical rigor and ethical consideration in political discourse. Students
learn to evaluate political arguments, interpret data, and understand the impact of political decisions on
society. The major also emphasizes interdisciplinary approaches, integrating insights from economics, history,
sociology, and law.

Departmental Resources and Support

UNC’s political science department offers a range of resources to support student success. These include
academic advising, research grants, internship placements, and access to a comprehensive political science



library. The department regularly hosts guest lectures, panel discussions, and networking events that connect
students with professionals and scholars. Faculty members are accessible and committed to mentoring
students through their academic and career development. Additionally, the department provides workshops on
research skills, writing, and professional preparation.

Curriculum and Degree Requirements

The curriculum for the political science major at UNC is carefully structured to ensure a broad and deep
understanding of political science. Students must complete a combination of core courses, electives, and a
senior capstone project or thesis. The coursework covers essential areas such as political theory, American
politics, comparative politics, and international relations. Students have the flexibility to specialize in
particular subfields or interdisciplinary topics. The program also encourages the development of quantitative
and qualitative research skills through dedicated methodology courses.

Core Courses

Core courses provide foundational knowledge and theoretical frameworks necessary for advanced study in
political science. Typical core courses include:

Introduction to Political Science

American Government and Politics

Comparative Politics

International Relations

Political Theory

Research Methods in Political Science

These courses establish a baseline understanding of political institutions, processes, and analytical
techniques.

Electives and Specializations

Elective courses allow students to tailor their education to specific interests such as public policy, human
rights, environmental politics, or political economy. Specialization tracks are available, enabling deeper
expertise in areas like:

Global Affairs

Public Administration

Security Studies

Political Philosophy

Law and Politics

Students are encouraged to engage in interdisciplinary coursework that complements their political science
studies.



Capstone Experience and Thesis

The senior capstone or thesis requirement is a critical component of the political science major at UNC. This
project allows students to apply research skills and theoretical knowledge to a focused political question
or issue. Under faculty supervision, students develop original arguments supported by rigorous analysis. The
capstone experience demonstrates the student’s ability to conduct independent research and communicate
findings effectively. This requirement is essential preparation for graduate study or professional careers
involving policy analysis or political consulting.

Faculty and Research Opportunities

UNC’s political science faculty comprises leading scholars with expertise across a wide range of political
subfields. Their research interests include electoral behavior, international security, political institutions,
and democratic governance. Faculty members are actively engaged in producing cutting-edge scholarship and
policy-relevant research. Students benefit from opportunities to participate in faculty-led research projects,
internships, and collaborative publications. The department fosters an environment of academic inquiry and
innovation.

Faculty Expertise and Areas of Focus

The political science faculty at UNC includes experts in:

American Politics and Political Behavior

Comparative Politics and Development

International Relations and Security Studies

Political Theory and Philosophy

Public Policy and Administration

Faculty members frequently receive grants and awards for their research, contributing to UNC’s reputation as
a leading institution in political science education.

Undergraduate Research and Internships

Students majoring in political science at UNC have access to diverse research opportunities. Undergraduate
research programs encourage students to work alongside professors, gaining hands-on experience in data
collection, analysis, and presentation. Internships with government agencies, non-profits, and political
organizations provide practical exposure to the political arena. These experiences enhance students’ resumes
and prepare them for competitive job markets or graduate programs. The department’s strong connections to
local and national political institutions facilitate meaningful internship placements.

Career Paths and Employment Prospects

A political science major from UNC opens doors to a wide array of career options in both the public and
private sectors. Graduates possess critical skills in analysis, communication, and problem-solving that are
highly valued in many professions. The major provides an excellent foundation for careers in government, law,
international organizations, journalism, and business. UNC’s career services and alumni network offer support
in job placement, career advising, and professional development.



Common Career Fields for Political Science Graduates

Political science majors from UNC find employment in various sectors, including:

Public Policy and Government Administration1.

Legal Professions and Law Enforcement2.

International Relations and Diplomacy3.

Political Campaigns and Advocacy Groups4.

Media and Political Journalism5.

Non-Governmental Organizations and Think Tanks6.

Corporate Public Affairs and Consulting7.

The versatility of the political science degree allows graduates to adapt to evolving job markets and pursue
leadership roles.

Graduate Study and Advanced Degrees

Many UNC political science majors continue their education by pursuing graduate degrees in political science,
law, public administration, or international affairs. The undergraduate program provides strong preparation
for advanced research and professional schools. Graduate studies enhance career prospects and enable
specialization in niche areas of political science. UNC’s alumni have been successful in gaining admission to
prestigious graduate programs nationwide.

Extracurricular Activities and Student Organizations

Beyond the classroom, political science majors at UNC can engage in various extracurricular activities that
complement their academic learning. Participation in student organizations, debate clubs, and political forums
fosters leadership skills and practical experience. These activities also provide networking opportunities and a
platform for civic engagement. The department encourages students to become active members of the university
community and the broader political landscape.

Student Organizations and Clubs

Several student groups at UNC cater to political science majors, including:

Political Science Student Association

Model United Nations

Debate Team

Young Democrats and College Republicans

Public Policy Interest Groups

These organizations host events, workshops, and speaker series that enrich the academic experience and promote



political awareness.

Community Engagement and Volunteering

Many political science students at UNC participate in community service and political campaigns. Volunteering
provides practical insights into the electoral process and public administration. It also strengthens students’
commitment to social responsibility and democratic participation. The department supports student
involvement in local government initiatives, advocacy projects, and public forums, enhancing their educational
journey with real-world experience.

Admission Requirements and Application Process

Prospective students interested in the political science major at UNC must meet the university’s general
admission criteria and express their interest in the program. Admission to UNC is competitive, with emphasis on
academic achievement, standardized test scores, and extracurricular involvement. The political science
department does not require a separate application but recommends students familiarize themselves with the
curriculum and departmental expectations. Early academic planning is advised to ensure smooth progress
through the major.

University Admission Criteria

UNC considers various factors in its admissions process, including:

High school GPA and class rank

Standardized test scores (SAT/ACT)

Letters of recommendation

Personal statement or essay

Extracurricular activities and leadership roles

Meeting or exceeding these criteria improves the likelihood of acceptance into the university and the political
science program.

Declaring the Political Science Major

Once admitted to UNC, students can declare the political science major through the department’s advising
office. Early declaration is encouraged to facilitate timely completion of degree requirements. Advisors assist
students in course selection, research opportunities, and career planning. Students may also explore related
minors or dual majors to broaden their academic portfolio.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the core courses required for a Political Science major at UNC?

Core courses for a Political Science major at UNC typically include Introduction to American Politics,
Comparative Politics, International Relations, Political Theory, and Research Methods. Specific requirements



may vary, so students should consult the current UNC course catalog.

Does UNC offer internships for Political Science majors?

Yes, UNC offers various internship opportunities for Political Science majors through the Career Services
office, the Political Science department, and partnerships with government agencies, non-profits, and political
organizations.

What career paths can a Political Science major from UNC pursue?

Graduates with a Political Science degree from UNC can pursue careers in government, law, public policy,
international relations, political consulting, journalism, education, and non-profit sectors.

Are there any student organizations related to Political Science at UNC?

Yes, UNC has several student organizations related to Political Science, such as the UNC Political Science
Club, Model UN, and debate teams, which provide networking and experiential learning opportunities.

Can Political Science majors at UNC study abroad?

Absolutely. UNC encourages Political Science majors to study abroad to gain global perspectives. The
university offers various study abroad programs relevant to political science, including ones focused on
international relations and global politics.

What research opportunities are available for Political Science students
at UNC?

Political Science students at UNC can engage in research through faculty-led projects, independent studies, and
honors theses. The department supports student research and often offers funding and presentations at
conferences.

How competitive is admission into the Political Science major at UNC?

Admission into the Political Science major at UNC is generally open to all students, but some specific programs
or honors tracks may have competitive application processes. Maintaining strong academic performance is
encouraged.

Does UNC Political Science department offer graduate programs?

Yes, UNC offers graduate programs in Political Science, including Master's and Ph.D. degrees, with various
specializations such as American politics, comparative politics, and international relations.

Additional Resources
1. The Logic of American Politics
This book offers a comprehensive introduction to the fundamental principles of American politics. It explores
the institutional structures, political behavior, and policy-making processes that shape the United States
government. Ideal for UNC political science majors, it provides clear explanations and real-world examples to
enhance understanding.

2. Comparative Politics: Structures and Choices
Focusing on the comparative method, this book examines different political systems around the world. It delves
into themes such as democratization, authoritarianism, and political culture. UNC students will find it



valuable for grasping how political institutions and behaviors vary internationally.

3. International Relations: Perspectives and Themes
This text covers key theories and contemporary issues in international relations, including security,
globalization, and diplomacy. It encourages critical thinking about how states and non-state actors interact
on the global stage. Political science majors at UNC benefit from its accessible language and up-to-date case
studies.

4. Political Philosophy: An Introduction
Offering a survey of foundational political theories, this book introduces students to thinkers like Plato,
Locke, and Rawls. It discusses concepts such as justice, liberty, and equality, providing a philosophical
backdrop to political science studies. UNC students can develop a deeper understanding of the normative
questions underlying politics.

5. Public Policy: Politics, Analysis, and Alternatives
This book explores the policy-making process, from agenda-setting to evaluation. It highlights the roles of
various political actors and institutions in shaping public policy. UNC political science majors will appreciate
its practical approach to analyzing policy alternatives and outcomes.

6. American Government and Politics Today
A widely used textbook, it covers the structure and function of the U.S. government, political parties,
elections, and civil rights. The book integrates current events to make the material relevant and engaging for
students. It serves as an essential resource for UNC students studying American political institutions.

7. Women and Politics: Paths to Power and Influence
This book examines the role of women in political systems globally, highlighting their struggles and
achievements. It addresses gender-related issues in political participation and representation. UNC majors gain
insight into the intersection of gender and politics through this compelling text.

8. Urban Politics: Cities and Suburbs in a Global Age
Focusing on political dynamics within urban environments, this book discusses governance, policy challenges,
and community activism. It emphasizes the importance of cities in national and global politics. UNC political
science students interested in urban affairs will find this an informative resource.

9. Race and Ethnicity in American Politics
This book analyzes how race and ethnicity influence political behavior, public policy, and social movements in
the United States. It explores historical and contemporary issues surrounding racial and ethnic diversity. UNC
students benefit from its thorough examination of identity politics and power structures.
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rarely found in travel guidebooks. Featured authors include O. Henry, Doris Betts, Alex Haley,
Langston Hughes, Zora Neale Hurston, John Hart, Betty Smith, Edward R. Murrow, Patricia
Cornwell, Carson McCullers, Maya Angelou, Lee Smith, Reynolds Price, and David Sedaris. Literary
Trails is an exciting way to see anew the places that you already love and to discover new people and
places you hadn't known about. The region's rich literary heritage will surprise and delight all
readers.
  political science major unc: Apostles of Certainty C.W. Anderson, 2018-08-16 From
data-rich infographics to 140 character tweets and activist cell phone photos taken at political
protests, 21st century journalism is awash in new ways to report, display, and distribute the news.
Computational journalism, in particular, has been the object of recent scholarly and industry
attention as large datasets, powerful algorithms, and growing technological capacity at news
organizations seemingly empower journalists and editors to report the news in creative ways. Can
journalists use data--along with other forms of quantified information such as paper documents of
figures, data visualizations, and charts and graphs--in order to produce better journalism? In this
book, C.W. Anderson traces the genealogy of data journalism and its material and technological
underpinnings, arguing that the use of data in news reporting is inevitably intertwined with national
politics, the evolution of computable databases, and the history of professional scientific fields. It is
impossible to understand journalistic uses of data, Anderson argues, without understanding the
oft-contentious relationship between social science and journalism. It is also impossible to
disentangle empirical forms of public truth telling without first understanding the remarkably
persistent Progressive belief that the publication of empirically verifiable information will lead to a
more just and prosperous world. Anderson considers various types of evidence (documents,
interviews, informational graphics, surveys, databases, variables, and algorithms) and the ways
these objects have been used through four different eras in American journalism (the Progressive
Era, the interpretive journalism movement of the 1930s, the invention of so-called precision
journalism, and today's computational journalistic moment) to pinpoint what counts as empirical
knowledge in news reporting. Ultimately the book shows how the changes in these specifically
journalistic understandings of evidence can help us think through the current digital data moment in
ways that go beyond simply journalism.
  political science major unc: Keeping College Within Reach United States. Congress. House.
Committee on Education and the Workforce. Subcommittee on Higher Education and Workforce
Training, 2015
  political science major unc: FINDING MY WAY Dr. Gregory Davis, I used to wake up in the
middle of the night having dreams that I had not finished some of my homework. I still have these
nightmares even now. I could see a therapist about these dreams, but I already know their origins.
When I was growing up, I was always walking the line between trying to be normal and figuring out
how to exist with glasses, and the thought in the back of my mind was, “You cannot fail. Even as I
am in retirement, I find it difficult to accept that I cannot be everything that I was. Hopefully in
sharing my story, it can inspire students and others to persevere, like I learned to do. Sometimes I
wake up and think about my life and my accomplishments. Other days I wonder did I really even do
some of the things I recall. The pressure to remember my accomplishments is what causes me to
press forward in capturing details for this book. Ultimately, what I have become is not something
that I did by myself. First, I had the grace of God and second, I had interactions with people who I
met along this journey. At the end of each chapter of this book I have created a section called Voices
from the Journey. These voices are the reflections of students, friends and colleagues. This book
could not have been written without the contributions from a number of people --Angela Brathwaite
who was one of my former students, took the draft of my plain historical document and turned the
draft into a story and throughout this process hopefully made me a better writer.
  political science major unc: A New Deal for the Humanities Gordon Hutner, Feisal G.
Mohamed, 2015-11-11 Many in higher education fear that the humanities are facing a crisis. But
even if the rhetoric about “crisis” is overblown, humanities departments do face increasing pressure



from administrators, politicians, parents, and students. In A New Deal for the Humanities, Gordon
Hutner and Feisal G. Mohamed bring together twelve prominent scholars who address the history,
the present state, and the future direction of the humanities. These scholars keep the focus on public
higher education, for it is in our state schools that the liberal arts are taught to the greatest numbers
and where their neglect would be most damaging for the nation. The contributors offer spirited and
thought-provoking debates on a diverse range of topics. For instance, they deplore the push by
administrations to narrow learning into quantifiable outcomes as well as the demands of state
governments for more practical, usable training. Indeed, for those who suggest that a college
education should be “practical”—that it should lean toward the sciences and engineering, where the
high-paying jobs are—this book points out that while a few nations produce as many technicians as
the United States does, America is still renowned worldwide for its innovation and creativity, skills
taught most effectively in the humanities. Most importantly, the essays in this collection examine
ways to make the humanities even more effective, such as offering a broader array of options than
the traditional major/minor scheme, options that combine a student’s professional and intellectual
interests, like the new medical humanities programs. A democracy can only be as energetic as the
minds of its citizens, and the questions fundamental to the humanities are also fundamental to a
thoughtful life. A New Deal for the Humanities takes an intrepid step in making the humanities—and
our citizens—even stronger in the future.
  political science major unc: North Carolina Manual North Carolina. Secretary of State,
1993
  political science major unc: Cracking the New Job Market R. William Holland, 2012 The
rules for finding professional work once seemed clear and unwavering: capture career highlights in
a resume, practice answers to standard interview questions, and do lots of face-to-face networking.
Cracking the New Job Market shows how these rules have changed and delivers new job-hunting
strategies that actually work. The key, rather than to emphasize past accomplishments, is to sell
your self on the value you can create for an employer. This new approach to getting hired requires
new skills. Author R. William Holland, a human resources insider, shows job seekers how to: *
Gather information on what a prospective employer finds important * Emphasize those skills,
accomplishments, and qualities in tailored resumes and interview answers * Identify the intersection
between personal talents and what the marketplace needs * Unlock the networking power of social
media * Negotiate the best possible offer Enlightening and practical, this myth-busting book delivers
seven powerful rules for landing a great job-even in a difficult economy.
  political science major unc: James Sprunt Studies in History and Political Science , 1900
  political science major unc: Directory of Political Science Faculty , 2007 Includes institutions
in the U.S., Canada, and the United Kingdom.
  political science major unc: University of North Carolina Adrianna Hopkins, 2005
  political science major unc: Unlived Lives J.F. Paulsen, 2023-10-05 Robert Stark, in his oval
office, planning campaign events for reelection, discusses his memoirs and interactions with twelve
opaque individuals who suddenly disappear. Lisa Funk, recording the conversations, expresses
concerns to the chief of staff. Hoping for redemption, Stark, remorseful, realizes his understanding
of life events is not real, and delving into prior experiences and traumas in his life, he comes to see
the world as it is, not as he imagined. Stark is a complex, driven, God-fearing individual, balancing a
thirst for power and prestige with deeply held religious beliefs. The group working with Stark is
unable to grasp how he knows information about the shadowy individuals until the existence of the
twelve is offered from a vastly different orientation. Recounted from a point of view of the missing,
the story has disconcerting characters and startling scenes and situations. The views could be
considered controversial by those not open to consider ideas disparate from their own. Unlived Lives
offers an unfamiliar paradigm and perspective often overlooked but very timely.
  political science major unc: Guide to the Most Competitive Colleges Barron's Educational
Series, 2007-08-01 More than 70 of the most academically competitive four-year colleges in the
United States are described in detail, each entry written by a recent graduate of that school. The



book’s personalized entries offer insights that readers aren’t likely to find in other college
directories, such as first-hand descriptions of campus environment, social life and activities, and
nearby off-campus activities and points of interest. Each college profile also includes the standard
“need-to-know” facts and figures, such as admission requirements, academic programs, tuitions and
fees, application procedures, sources of financial aid, library and research facilities, student body
composition, and admission contacts. Not every aspiring student can get into America’s most
competitive colleges, and this book also suggests application strategies, study strategies,
essay-writing strategies, and financing strategies designed to help students gain admission. Also
featured is a Most Competitive Comparison Chart that presents at-a-glance statistics for each school.
  political science major unc: Latin America, The United States, And The Interamerican
System John D. Martz, 2019-03-13 This collection of original essays focuses on the dynamics of the
contemporary system of inter-American relations, with emphasis on changes in the hemispheric
political economy, the control exercised by the United States over the behavior of Latin American
governments, and the issue of human rights. The authors discuss varying facets of the complex
  political science major unc: Directory of Corporate Counsel, 2025 Edition In house,
  political science major unc: Zeta Psi Fraternity of North America , 1997-06-15
  political science major unc: Great Americans in Sports: Mia Hamm Matt Christopher,
2015-09-01 This entry in a brand new line of sports biographies from Matt Christopher takes readers
onto the field with a soccer legend Mia Hamm's speed, aggressive play, and ability to read the field
helped her become the best women's soccer player in the world. Her stellar performance as a
college, World Cup, and Olympic champion made her a sports hero, and her story will inspire a new
generation of young athletes. This comprehensive biography - with bonus photos and infographics -
gives readers an up-close look at one of America's greatest soccer stars.
  political science major unc: Chapel Hill James Vickers, 1996-11-01 From humble beginnings
as a rustic settlement formed around a chapel on a hill--New Hope Chapel Hill--in the mid-eighteenth
century, Chapel Hill has attained international recognition as one of the foremost centers of
education in the United States. Despite the fact that their town is flourishing, Chapel Hillians still
think of it as a village, and it is the combination of a small Southern town and a concentration of
creative, progressive people that makes Chapel Hill special. Although Chapel Hill is known for its
ability to move with the times, it is also aware of the importance of the past and the need to preserve
local history.
  political science major unc: Graduate Programs in the Humanities, Arts & Social
Sciences 2014 (Grad 2) Peterson's, 2013-11-22 Peterson's Graduate Programs in the Humanities,
Arts & Social Sciences 2014 contains comprehensive profiles of more than 11,000 graduate
programs in disciplines such as, applied arts & design, area & cultural studies, art & art history,
conflict resolution & mediation/peace studies, criminology & forensics, language & literature,
psychology & counseling, religious studies, sociology, anthropology, archaeology and more.
Up-to-date data, collected through Peterson's Annual Survey of Graduate and Professional
Institutions, provides valuable information on degree offerings, professional accreditation, jointly
offered degrees, part-time and evening/weekend programs, postbaccalaureate distance degrees,
faculty, students, requirements, expenses, financial support, faculty research, and unit head and
application contact information. There are helpful links to in-depth descriptions about a specific
graduate program or department, faculty members and their research, and more. There are also
valuable articles on financial assistance, the graduate admissions process, advice for international
and minority students, and facts about accreditation, with a current list of accrediting agencies.
  political science major unc: The Advocate , 2002-09-03 The Advocate is a lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender (LGBT) monthly newsmagazine. Established in 1967, it is the oldest continuing
LGBT publication in the United States.
  political science major unc: Six Community Psychologists Tell Their Stories James G Kelly,
Anna Song, 2014-07-16 Six Community Psychologists Tell Their Stories: History, Contexts, and
Narrative presents the unique opportunity to examine how culture and social norms have combined



with chance, coincidence, and serendipity to form the professional identities of men and women who
were among the first generation trained to work in the field of community psychology. The book’s
contributorsdisciples of those who founded the sub-fieldprovide insights into the factors (social
status, family history, education, social environment, cultural events, important ideas) that furthered
their professional development in an emerging field. Their storiesstill works in progressgo far
beyond facts, figures, dates and details to document what they’ve done with their livesand why. Six
esteemed community psychologiststhree men who began their careers as the field was established in
the mid-1960s and three women who took part in the increased opportunities available in the
1970srecall how important events and social movements affected them as they fulfilled their
personal and professional goals. They discuss the effects of family values and styles, class, ethnic
status, gender, racism, anti-Semitism, the power of social settings, supportive education and work
settings, and the impact of post-World War II government programs on their education, including
the G.I. Bill, and the establishment of United States Public Health Service fellowships. Their stories
touch on many common themes, including social marginality and sex discrimination, making
personal discoveries in response to educational experiences, the significance of fate, and the
experience of gaining a new or renewed sense of self through meaningful events, occasions, and
people. These Six Community Psychologists Tell Their Stories: Dr. Jean Ann Linney (University of
South Carolina), whose experiences involve a combination of idealism, supportive contexts, and good
fortune Dr. Julian Rappaport (University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign), who views himself as an
insider/outsider, whose personal and professional identity crosses traditional boundaries Dr. N.
Dickon Reppucci (University of Virginia), who became a community psychologist by accident, an
outgrowth of his involvement with social protest in the 1960s Dr. Marybeth Shinn (New York
University), whose story reflects her interest in the social contexts of neighborhoods and community
settings Dr. Edison J. Trickett (University of Illinois at Chicago), who writes of the life experiences
that have influenced both his work and his longtime involvement in folk music Dr. Rhona S.
Weinstein (University of California at Berkeley), whose work in the dynamics of self-fulfilling
prophecies in educational settings developed early in her career Insightful commentary on their
recollections is provided by two distinguished scholarsHenrika Kuklick, Science Historian at the
University of Pennsylvania, and Dan McAdams, Professor of Psychology at Northwestern University.
Six Community Psychologists Tell Their Stories: History, Contexts, and Narrative is a unique
resource for community psychologists, autobiographical researchers, and anyone interested in the
history of psychology.
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