
politics is or politics are

politics is or politics are a common question that often arises when discussing the
correct grammatical usage of the word "politics." This article explores the nuances of
whether to use "politics is" or "politics are" in different contexts. The word "politics" can
function as both a singular and plural noun depending on the situation, which can lead to
confusion among writers and speakers alike. Understanding the proper usage is essential
for clear and professional communication, especially in academic, journalistic, and formal
writing. This article will examine the grammatical rules, examples, and contexts in which
"politics is" or "politics are" should be used. Additionally, it will provide an overview of
common misunderstandings and practical tips to master this aspect of English grammar.
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Understanding the Word "Politics"

The term "politics" refers broadly to the activities, actions, and policies used to gain and
hold power in a government or to influence governmental policy. Despite ending with an
"s," the word "politics" is a singular noun when it refers to the academic study or general
field related to government and political affairs. However, in other contexts, it can be
treated as plural, especially when referring to specific political activities or parties.

Grammar and Meaning

In grammar, "politics" is classified as a plural noun in form but often singular in meaning.
This classification is known as a singular mass noun or a collective noun. It behaves like
other collective nouns such as "economics" or "mathematics," which also end in "s" but
take a singular verb when referring to the subject as a whole.

Semantic Range

The semantic range of "politics" includes the study of political systems, political behavior,



and the art or science of government. When "politics" refers to this broad concept, it is
usually treated as singular. When it refers to multiple political parties, views, or acts, it can
be considered plural.

When to Use "Politics Is"

The phrase "politics is" is appropriate when the word "politics" is understood as a singular
subject or a field of study. This usage aligns with treating politics as a singular, uncountable
noun that represents a unified concept or discipline.

Politics as a Field of Study or Discipline

When discussing politics as an academic subject, a discipline, or the general concept of
political science and governance, the singular verb "is" should be used. For example,
"Politics is a complex field that requires an understanding of history, economics, and
sociology."

Politics as a Singular Concept

In contexts where politics is considered a single entity or a unified system of governance,
the singular verb is appropriate. This includes references to the overall nature of political
processes or the abstract concept of politics itself.

Examples of Correct Usage

Politics is often influenced by public opinion.

The study of politics is essential for understanding government.

Politics is changing rapidly in many countries.

When to Use "Politics Are"

The phrase "politics are" is used when referring to multiple political parties, groups, or
differing political activities. In these instances, "politics" is treated as a plural noun because
it implies several distinct entities or actions.



Politics as Multiple Entities

When "politics" describes the activities of various political factions, debates, or competing
interests, the plural verb "are" is appropriate. This usage emphasizes the diversity or
plurality within political systems.

Politics Referring to Political Maneuvers or Actions

In cases where "politics" refers to specific political maneuvers, negotiations, or disputes, it
is often followed by a plural verb. This usage highlights the multiplicity of interactions and
actors involved in political processes.

Examples of Correct Usage

The politics are complicated when several parties are involved.

Local politics are often more contentious than national politics.

Politics are influenced by various social and economic factors.

Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them

Misusing "politics is" and "politics are" is a frequent error due to the contradictory nature of
the word's form and meaning. Identifying whether the context treats politics as a singular
concept or a plurality of entities is key to correct usage.

Misapplication of Singular or Plural Verbs

One common mistake is to always use "politics is" simply because the word ends with an
"s." Conversely, some writers incorrectly assume "politics are" is always correct due to its
plural appearance. Understanding context prevents this error.

Tips for Correct Usage

Determine if "politics" is being used as a singular field or plural activities.



Use "politics is" when referring to political science or general political affairs.

Use "politics are" when referring to multiple political groups, actions, or viewpoints.

Read surrounding sentences to identify whether the subject is treated collectively or
distributively.

Consider rephrasing sentences to avoid ambiguity when necessary.

Examples in Sentences

Examining examples helps clarify the correct use of "politics is" and "politics are." Below
are sample sentences illustrating proper usage in different contexts.

Examples Using "Politics Is"

Politics is a subject that demands critical thinking and analysis.

The role of media in politics is increasingly significant.

Politics is often shaped by ideology and cultural values.

Examples Using "Politics Are"

Politics are fraught with challenges when multiple stakeholders are involved.

In local politics, the politics are often more personal and direct.

The politics are varied across different states and regions.

Frequently Asked Questions

Is the word 'politics' singular or plural?
'Politics' is a singular noun when referring to the field or study of government and political



affairs, so it takes singular verbs.

Should I say 'Politics is complicated' or 'Politics are
complicated'?
The correct phrase is 'Politics is complicated' because 'politics' is treated as a singular noun
in this context.

Why do some people use 'politics are' instead of
'politics is'?
Some use 'politics are' when thinking of 'politics' as multiple political activities or parties,
but traditionally, 'politics' is singular and takes 'is.'

Can 'politics' ever be used with plural verbs?
In rare informal contexts, 'politics' may be used with plural verbs when emphasizing
different political actions or groups, but formally it is singular.

How do dictionaries define the grammatical number of
'politics'?
Dictionaries typically define 'politics' as a singular noun despite ending with an 's,' similar to
'mathematics' or 'economics.'

Does the usage of 'politics is' vs. 'politics are' vary by
region?
Yes, British and American English generally treat 'politics' as singular, but informal usage of
'politics are' can occasionally be heard in casual speech.

Additional Resources
1. Politics Is a Game of Strategy
This book delves into the strategic nature of political maneuvering and decision-making. It
examines how politicians and interest groups use tactics and negotiation to achieve their
goals. Through historical examples and contemporary case studies, readers learn how
strategy shapes political outcomes.

2. Why Politics Is More Than Power
Exploring the deeper dimensions of politics, this book argues that politics is not just about
power struggles but also about values, identity, and governance. It discusses the ethical
considerations and societal impacts of political decisions. The author encourages readers to
think critically about the purpose and practice of politics.

3. Politics Are Shaped by Culture



This title investigates how cultural norms, traditions, and beliefs influence political systems
and behaviors worldwide. It highlights the interplay between culture and political
institutions, showing that politics cannot be fully understood without considering cultural
contexts. The book includes comparative analyses of various countries.

4. Politics Is the Art of the Possible
Inspired by the famous phrase, this book explores the pragmatic side of politics. It focuses
on negotiation, compromise, and incremental change as essential elements of political
success. Through examples from different political landscapes, the author illustrates how
achieving the ideal often requires practical adjustments.

5. When Politics Are Polarized
This book addresses the challenges and consequences of political polarization in modern
democracies. It explains how deep divisions affect governance, social cohesion, and public
discourse. The author offers insights into potential solutions for bridging ideological gaps
and promoting dialogue.

6. Politics Is a Reflection of Society
Examining the reciprocal relationship between society and politics, this book argues that
political systems mirror social structures, inequalities, and movements. It discusses how
social change drives political reform and vice versa. Readers gain an understanding of the
social roots of political phenomena.

7. How Politics Are Influenced by Media
This title analyzes the powerful role media plays in shaping political opinions, campaigns,
and policy debates. It covers traditional journalism, social media, and the rise of
misinformation. The book emphasizes the importance of media literacy in a healthy political
environment.

8. Politics Is a Constant Negotiation
Focusing on the dynamic nature of political processes, this book highlights negotiation as a
core activity in legislation, diplomacy, and governance. It explains techniques for effective
negotiation and conflict resolution within political contexts. Case studies illustrate
successes and failures in political negotiation.

9. Why Politics Are Essential to Democracy
This book underscores the fundamental role politics plays in maintaining democratic
systems. It discusses political participation, representation, and accountability as pillars of
democracy. The author advocates for active citizen engagement to strengthen democratic
institutions and processes.
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  politics is or politics are: Sin and Politics Jeong Kii Min, 2009 Sin and Politics: Issues in
Reformed Theology is an overview of the relationship between sin and politics from the
reformational point of view. This short theological history is comprised of three parts: politics
without sin (creational politics), politics with sin (fallen politics), and politics beyond sin (redeemed
politics). As a creation of human culture, politics have been tainted with sinful distortion in this
world, but will be recovered in the future Kingdom by the eternal kingship of the Lord of Lords. Sin
and Politics includes a summary and commentary on political discussions by various Reformed
theologians. It uncovers the Reformed tradition's positive regard for politics and the profound
theological root of politics.
  politics is or politics are: Saturday Review of Politics, Literature, Science and Art , 1907
  politics is or politics are: A Dictionary of Conservative and Libertarian Thought (Routledge
Revivals) Nigel Ashford, Stephen Davies, 2012-06-25 First published in 1991, this is a reissue of the
path-breaking Dictionary of Conservative and Libertarian Thought, the first book to examine the
ideals and arguments produced by the intellectual traditions of both conservatism and classical
liberalism. Covering the ideas of many such distinguished thinkers as Hayek, Scruton, Friedman and
Buchanan, the volume provides a valuable survey of the historical development of both schools of
thought in all of the major western countries and their contributions to contemporary debates. From
American Conservatism to French Liberalism, Invisible Hand to Organic Society, from Scientism to
Scepticism and Utopianism to Voluntarism, this is a vital work whose reissue will be welcomed as
much by the keen layperson as by students of political science, the history of philosophy, economics
and public policy.
  politics is or politics are: Harper's Weekly John Bonner, George William Curtis, Henry Mills
Alden, Samuel Stillman Conant, Montgomery Schuyler, John Foord, Richard Harding Davis, Carl
Schurz, Henry Loomis Nelson, John Kendrick Bangs, George Brinton McClellan Harvey, Norman
Hapgood, 1901
  politics is or politics are: The Open Court Paul Carus, 1898
  politics is or politics are: Debates of the Senate of the Dominion of Canada Canada.
Parliament. Senate, 1923
  politics is or politics are: The Wiley Blackwell Companion to Political Geography John A.
Agnew, Virginie Mamadouh, Anna Secor, Joanne Sharp, 2015-10-12 The Wiley Blackwell Companion
to Political Geography aims to account for the intellectual and worldly developments that have taken
place in and around political geography in the last 10 years. Bringing together established names in
the field as well as new scholars, it highlights provocative theoretical and conceptual debates on
political geography from a range of global perspectives. Discusses the latest developments and
places increased emphasis on modes of thinking, contested key concepts, and on geopolitics, climate
change and terrorism Explores the influence of the practice-based methods in geography and
concepts including postcolonialism, feminist geographies, the notion of the Anthropocene, and new
understandings of the role of non-human actors in networks of power Offers an accessible
introduction to political geography for those in allied fields including political science, international
relations, and sociology
  politics is or politics are: Of Business Richard Rogers Bowker, 1901
  politics is or politics are: The Journal of Education Thomas Williams Bicknell, Albert Edward
Winship, Anson Wood Belding, 1929
  politics is or politics are: Outlook and Independent , 1901
  politics is or politics are: The Saturday Review of Politics, Literature, Science and Art , 1881
  politics is or politics are: Principles of Economics Nikolaas Gerard Pierson, 1902
  politics is or politics are: Systematic Politics George E. Gordon Catlin, 2021-06-23 First
published in 1962, Systematic Politics presents Catlin’s political theories and reviews the work of
contemporaries within the field. Divided into two parts, Part One is focused on political science and
explores areas such as definitions and functions, the theory of politics as hypothesis, freedom and



authority, and different forms of government. Part Two centres on political philosophy, discussing
topics such as community, society and the individual, and law and sovereignty. Systematic Politics
will appeal to those with an interest in the history of political thought, political theory, and political
philosophy.
  politics is or politics are: Rethinking Political Leadership Through Feminist Lens
Dr.Jyoti Singh, 2025-02-10 This book is meticulously written to understand and coin the term
women’s political leadership using feminist and empirical analysis of grassroots and state level
politics of Jharkhand. This book presents an overview of Jharkhand as a state and also highlight the
status of women’s leadership in general and tribal women leaders in particular. This book has used
lucid language and smooth transitions for the readers to understand the concept easily.
Furthermore, book highlights the real challenges faced by women leaders and tries to offer practical
solutions for it. This book serves as the beacon for anyone who wish to understand and learn about
women’s political leadership and marginalities. Also this book in particular is useful for the students
of Political Science, Public Administration, Gender Studies, Tribal Studies, Behavioural Sciences,
Policy Makers and Research Scholars.This bookSuggestions and feedback are welcome to enhance
the process of learning in a meaningful way. Kindly send your feedback to :
singhjyotijsr63@gmail.com
  politics is or politics are: Participation and Media Production Nico Carpentier, Benjamin
De Cleen, 2009-05-27 In an era when (especially new) media are celebrated for their participatory
potential, questions about the nature and intensity of these participatory processes seem to be
superfluous. But raising these questions pushes us into a critical mode towards the changes that
have lead to the present-day media landscape. This volume's authors aim to activate this critical
mode and reflect on the participatory nature of contemporary media organizations and products. In
order to stand even a remote chance to realize this objective, and to critically unravel the societal
role of participation, we need to acknowledge that participation is a complex and contested notion,
covering a wide variety of meanings and practices that are converging into a hybrid of technologies,
genres, and formats. At the same time, prudence is required, as many of the empowering and
transformative opportunities cover-up a multitude of restrictions that deal with muting voices,
appropriations, techniques of surveillance, inequalities, and exclusions. This volume thus provides
its readership with a set of analyses that reconcile the appreciation for the analogue and digital
empowerment and emancipation with the critical analysis of their boundaries.Participation and
Media Production is the result of the intellectual work of the participants of the 2007 San Francisco
Conference of the International Communication Association (ICA).
  politics is or politics are: The ^ANature of Design David W. Orr, 2004-10-14 An integrative
vision of the role of design in our interaction and relationship with nature.
  politics is or politics are: Senate documents , 1877
  politics is or politics are: A Sourcebook for Baptist Heritage H. Leon McBeth, 1990-01-01
Companion to the The Baptist Heritage, this book provides documents that will enrich the study of
Baptist history.
  politics is or politics are: Revival: The Third Way Transformation of Social Democracy
(2002) Oliver Schmidtke, 2017-07-12 This title was first published in 2002. This multi-faceted
account of the transformation of social democracy in Europe provides a unique critical discussion of
the normative claims and the key policy initiatives that characterize Third Way politics. Designed to
cover a broad range of aspects, this text provides fresh understanding of the transformation of social
democratic politics in a globalizing world. Including accounts of the changes in the socio-political
environment in which the New Social Democracy operates, the socio-cultural roots of Third Way
politics and the underlying political and ideological shift of the contemporary established left, this
text offers comparative insights into national case studies and an interpretative framework for the
transformation that this political force has undergone in recent years. The reader will benefit from
this book’s expert and easily accessible multi-faceted approach to one of the key political issues in
contemporary Western societies.



  politics is or politics are: The Century Illustrated Monthly Magazine , 1884
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